
Sonal’s concern B’desh genocide day Markets cheer Golden Gurindervir
Actor Sonal Chauhan rings 
alarm over the disturbing 
events taking place across 
the world

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman terms the 
genocide of March 25, 1971 
a “pre-planned” massacre

With a rebound in the stock 
market, investors’ wealth 
surges by `15.80 lakh crore 
in two days 

Ace Punjab sprinter Gurindervir 
Singh claims the men’s 60m gold in a 
national record time in the inaugural 
National Indoor Athletics Championships 
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

NSE, BSE, gold, 
silver... but no index 
for Trump’s mood

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: 
With India’s navigation 
satellite system - Navigation 
with Indian Constellation 
(NavIC) - not fully func-
tional, one of the biggest 
concerns is that the coun-
try will be unable to use it 
for security and strategic 
purposes, experts say.

The major setback oc-
curred after the last atomic 
clock on board the Indian 
Regional Navigational Sat-
ellite System-1F (IRNSS-1F) 
stopped functioning March 
10, leaving only three sat-
ellites of the constellation 
capable of providing posi-
tion, navigation, and timing 
(PNT) services.

At least four satellites 

with operational atomic 
clocks are required for the 
navigation satellite system 
to function properly.

Ananya Ray, a former 
scientist with the Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), told PTI in an 
interview, “Systems like 
NavIC have two signals — 

an open signal for common 
people and a restricted mil-
itary signal that increases 
accuracy roughly tenfold.”

Armed forces of countries 
use the navigation satellite 
system for logistics, map-
ping and operational plan-
ning, and relying on a for-
eign navigation satellite 

system could pose security 
issues, especially during 
wars.

“If you are in a war and 
using someone else’s sys-
tem, they could add errors 
to the signals or spoof you, 
making you think you are in 
the wrong position. Depend-
ing on another country’s 
satellites is a dependency 
out of your control that can 
prove fatal during war,” 
said Ray.

India began to develop 
NavIC after the 1999 Kargil 
War, during which the Unit-
ed States refused to share 
GPS data.

Atomic clocks are the 
heart of such navigation 
satellites, as they provide the 
high-precision timing neces-
sary for the PNT technology.

NavIC setback for India’s national security 

HEARTH HITCH: Women carry empty LPG cylinders to a nearby gas agency, amid disruptions in LPG 
supplies due to the ongoing West Asia war, at Sanpada, in Navi Mumbai, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

PNN & AGENCIES

Puri, March 25: The inven-
tory of the Ratna Bhandar 
of Srimandir began Wednes-
day after a gap of 48 years.

Servitors, bank offi cials, 
gemologists and RBI rep-
resentatives took part in 
the process on the fi rst day. 
When the exercise will re-
sume will be announced 
later.

Shree Jagannath Temple 
Administration’s (SJTA) 
Chief Administrator Ara-
binda Padhee said that the 
fi rst day of inventory work 
was wound up after six 
hours of counting, weigh-
ing, videography, photog-
raphy and 3D mapping of 
the valuables.

He said authorised per-
sonnel entered the temple 
around 11.30am, dressed 
in traditional dhoti and 
gamchha, and the exer-
cise commenced during 
the designated auspicious 
window between 12.09pm 
and 1.45pm. The invento-

ry work started exactly at 
12.12pm and ended for the 
day around 6.15pm.

“The entire exercise was 
carried out in the presence 
of a magistrate and video-
graphed,” he said, adding 
the exercise did not disrupt 

daily rituals at the shrine.
Devotees were allowed 

darshan from the ‘Bahar 
Katha’, while access to the 
‘Bhitara Katha’ remains re-
stricted during the process, 
Padhee said.

Refusing to divulge de-
tails about the items, Pad-
hee said that the exercise 
was carried out as per the 
SOP framed by the SJTMC 
and approved by the state 
government.

He said all the authorised 
persons are prohibited from 
revealing the matters of Rat-
na Bhandar outside now.

“Today, we have com-
pleted the inventory, pho-
tography, videography and 
3D mapping of the daily use 
ornaments stored in the 
Chalanti Ratna Bhandar,” 
Padhee said.

However, the ornaments 
now being adorned by the 
deities could not be count-
ed during the day, he said. 
Notably, the last inventory 
was conducted between May 
13 and July 23 in 1978.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: The 
government has mandated 
that cooking gas LPG sup-
ply to households will be 
discontinued if consumers 
fail to switch to piped nat-
ural gas (PNG) where such 
connectivity is available, 
under a new order aimed 
at accelerating gas network 
expansion and reducing re-
liance on a single fuel.

As India grapples with 
an LPG shortage due to the 
war in West Asia disrupting 
supplies from key sources, 
the government is pushing 
households and commercial 
users to switch to PNG -- a 
more convenient alterna-
tive that is both domesti-
cally produced and sourced 
through diversifi ed supply.

PNG is continuously sup-
plied to kitchen burners 
through pipelines, eliminat-
ing the need to book refi lls.

The Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas has notifi ed 
the Natural Gas and Petro-
leum Products Distribution 
(Through Laying, Building, 
Operation and Expansion of 

Pipelines and Other Facili-
ties) Order, 2026, aimed at 
accelerating pipeline infra-
structure, easing approvals 
and promoting a shift from 
LPG to PNG to strengthen 
energy security.

The order issued March 
24 states that LPG supply 
“shall cease after three 
months” if a household 
does not opt for PNG despite 
availability. The provision, 
however, allows continua-
tion where it is “technical-
ly infeasible” to provide a 
piped connection, subject 
to a no-objection certifi cate.

Commenting on the or-
der, Oil Secretary Neeraj 
Mittal in the post on X 
said “a crisis (has been) 
turned into an opportunity” 
through the ease of doing 
business reforms.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Dubai, March 25: Iran 
Wednesday dismissed an 
American plan to pause the 
war in the Middle East and 
launched more attacks on 
Israel and Gulf Arab coun-
tries, including an assault 
that sparked a huge fi re at 
Kuwait International Air-
port.

Iran’s defi ance came as 
Israel launched airstrikes 
on Tehran and Washington 
deployed paratroopers and 
more Marines to the region.

Iranian state television’s 
English-language broad-
caster, Press TV, quoted an 
anonymous offi cial as say-
ing Iran rejected America’s 
ceasefi re proposal. Press 
TV’s report came after Pa-
kistan transmitted the pro-
posal to Iran.

“Iran will end the war 
when it decides to do so and 
when its own conditions are 
met,” Press TV quoted the 
offi cial as saying. The offi -
cial added Tehran will con-
tinue its heavy blows across 
the Mideast.

Earlier, two offi cials from 
Pakistan described the 
15-point US proposal broad-

ly, saying it addressed sanc-
tions relief, a rollback of 
Iran’s nuclear programme, 
limits on missiles and re-
opening the Strait of Hor-
muz, through which a fi fth 
of the world’s oil is shipped.

An Egyptian offi cial in-
volved in the mediation 
efforts said the proposal al-
so includes restrictions on 
Iran’s support for armed 
groups. The offi cials spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss details not yet 
released.

Some of those points were 
nonstarters in negotiations 
before the war Iran has in-
sisted it won’t discuss its 
ballistic missile programme 
or its support of regional 
militias, which it views as 
key to its security. And its 
ability to control passage 
through the Strait of Hor-
muz represents one of its 
biggest strategic advantages.

Kendrapara: Gahirmatha 
Marine Sanctuary, known as 
the world’s largest rookery of 
the endangered Olive Ridley sea 
turtles, is witnessing an unusual 
delay in its annual mass nesting, 
causing concern among wildlife 
lovers and conservationists. So 
far, there have been no signs of 
the endangered turtles arriving 
on the shore to lay eggs. This 
delay stands in sharp contrast 
to last year, when more than 
6.06 lakh turtles gathered for 
mass nesting between March 
5 and March 10. The absence 
of such activity this season 
has left experts and observers 
anxious.  P5

Ratna Bhandar 
inventory begins

No LPG if PNG
refused: Centre

A March 24 order says LPG supply “shall cease after three 
months” if a household does not opt for PNG despite availability

STATE MOVES TO 
AID PNG ROLLOUT
Bhubaneswar: Amid supply 
constraints of LPG cylinders, the 
state government has simplifi ed 
approval processes for early ex-
ecution of piped natural gas (PNG) 
distribution projects across cities 
in the state, offi cials said.   P4

Drones spotted; two 
WB tourists detained

Security personnel detained 
two tourists from West Bengal 

Wednesday for allegedly fl ying 
drones over the Srimandir in Puri, 
a designated no-fl y zone, while 
the inventory of Ratna Bhandar 
was underway. Acting swiftly, 
police teams tracked down the 
operators and detained them 
from the rooftop of a building 
in Mati Mandap Sahi, located 
approximately 500 metres from 
the temple. The accused have 
been identifi ed as Kalyan Das and 
Samrat Biswas, residents of West 
Bengal’s Hooghly district. 

Iran bins US’ 15-point
plan, issues conditions

No sign of turtles 
yet at Gahirmatha

1$ = `93.96
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, March 25: The 
rupee slumped 20 paise to 
close at a fresh record low 
of 93.96 against the US dol-
lar Wednesday as heavy FII 
outfl ows and simmering 
tensions in West Asia kept 
investors on the edge.

Even a drop in global 
crude oil prices, a weaker 
greenback, and positive 
sentiments in the domestic 
equity markets could not 
provide any respite to the lo-
cal unit, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange, the local unit 
opened at 93.94 against the 
US dollar and traded in the 
range of 93.86-94.13, before 
settling at an all-time low 
of 93.96, down 20 paise from 
its previous close.

The rupee dropped 23 
paise to close at 93.76 against 
the US dollar Tuesday.

“Markets were in risk-on 
mode, but the rupee was 
still getting sold against 
the dollar with the month-
end demand keeping the 
bids high despite the stock 
markets moving up and the 
dollar index down.”

Brent crude, the global 
oil benchmark, was trad-
ing 4.33 per cent lower at 
USD 99.97 per barrel in fu-
tures trade.



ILEANA MISSES 
BEACH LIFE
Mumbai: Actress Ileana D’Cruz 
shared that she’s “honestly hap-
piest on a beach” with salty hair 
and tanned skin, adding that she 
most defi nitely needs to soak up 
some sunshine for that perfect 
bronzed glow.

Ileana took to her Instagram 
stories, where she shared a 
gamut of memories from the 
beach. She fi rst shared a picture 
of her walking towards the sea 
and captioned it: “Need this”. 
The actress then posted a pic-
ture of her fl oating in water and 
wrote: “And so much of this”.

Ileana then posted a picture 
of herself in a purple bikini and 
wrote: “Honestly happiest on a 
beach, salty hair tanned skin.”

Sharing a latest image of 
herself sitting at home, Ileana 
wrote: “Most defi nitely need a 
tan.”

Ileana married Michael Dolan 
in 2023 and welcomed their fi rst 
child, a son, the same year. In 
2025, she gave birth to their 
second child, a son.

On the acting front, the ac-
tress was last seen in the ro-

mantic comedy drama Do 
Aur Do Pyaar directed 
by Shirsha Guha 
Thakurta. The fi lm, 
which also stars 
Vidya Balan, Pratik 
Gandhi, and Sendhil 
Ramamurthy. IANS

Mumbai: Actress Sonal Chauhan has expressed her con-
cerns over the disturbing events taking place across the 
world.

The actress said that all of it refl ects the cruelty of the 
times we live in. Taking to her social media account, 
the actress shared a note expressing her thoughts and 

deep emotions.
She wrote, “To everyone asking if I am ok … 

By God’s grace I am absolutely fi ne … but THE 
WORLD IS NOT !!! I’ve been deeply disturbed by 

what has been happening in the world.”
“A small child being tortured in front of 

his father …. Old parents being abandoned 
by their own children. WHERE DOES THIS 
END ?!?? Will we ever just get up and say - 
THIS IS IT !!! ??? Everything that could be 
wrong, is wrong with this world. We are 
truly living in a VERY CRUEL world… 
(sic)”

Sonal’s concern and post on social 
media refl ects on the grim situation the 
world currently seems to be in.

A few weeks ago, Sonal had also made 
headlines after being stranded in Dubai 
amid escalating war tensions, as the air-
space was temporarily shut down back 

then.
She had made an appeal to the Gov-

ernment of India for assistance and 
was later safely brought back. IANS

Be careful, says Ganesha. 
All your calculations and 
conclusions, plans and moves are likely 
to go haywire. Time and again, you could 
fail and, ultimately, get frustrated. Even 
simple and obvious things are likely to 
get you worked up. Knowing that you 
are basically gentle, benign and large 
hearted, your friends and elders will 
rally round and provide you the help and 
advise you need. 

You will feel physical and 
mental excitement and emo-
tions today. You may take 
part in some competition and will seek to 
improve your self-esteem by performing 
physically in it. Your intellectual capacity 
will be on display in the work that you do, 
says Ganesha.

You want to make your per-
sonal relationships confl ict 
free and hence will attempt 
to resolve the confl icts which are within 
you. You will need to adopt a compromis-
ing attitude in life. It is best to stay away 
from risky fi nancial investments today. 
An event which will make you happy 
will occur at the end of the day, says 
Ganesha.

Take a little break today, and 
spend some time looking 
within. At your offi ce there 
may be some bitter confrontations, so 
Ganesha advises you to be very careful 
and try to prevent things form getting 
too diffi cult. In matters of love, a new 
romance may develop. 

Your account balance may 
suffer suddenly as you decide 
to loosen your purse strings. 
You are all set to splurge on your loved 
ones today, according to Ganesha. How-
ever, it is important to remember that 
the value of money is precious, and once 
spent it never returns; spend wisely.

You rule your hear today, 
predicts Ganesha. You are 
likely to become an expert 
in reading people's mind. Everything is 
fair in love and war, is what you believe! 
Win over your sweetheart and set out on 
a journey toward destination unknown, 
says Ganesha.

By and large, your life today 
will be dull. But, there isn't 
something unfavourable 
or negative about it, assures Ganesha, 
as the planetary movements signal a 
change, probably a positive one, happen-
ing in the near future. So, keep your chin 
up and get ready for a better tomorrow.

You are armed with good 
communication skills, and 
like always, it will come 
to your aide today, too. There is one prob-
lem though. You are not clear about your 
emotions and it may make your arms 
blunt, foresees Ganesha. 

For those looking for a 
promotion at the work-place, 
now is the time to ask for 
it. Freelancers could fi nd interesting 
projects falling into their laps. Businesses 
are likely to see a surge in profi ts. No 
confl icts in personal life are indicated. 
Overall, a progressive and pleasant day 
awaits, says Ganesha.

You know how to make mon-
ey, and you are even better 
in putting it to good use. Today, you will 
have your one eye on the developments 
in the stock market, and the other on 
brochures of tourism companies. Yes, 
you may plan to spend some money on 
leisure, entertainment and getting closer 
to your family. 

Interactive sessions with 
people who think like you 
are on the cards. At last you 
may have an intimate talk with your be-
loved and you will get a chance to confi de 
your commitment to the relationship, 
says Ganesha. You may even express 
your long-term dreams.
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RAP BATTLES ARE 
REDUNDANT: JAY-Z

CARDI HATES PERFORMING 
CHOREOGRAPHY ON STAGE

Rapper Jay-Z isn’t really in favour of rap battles. 
The 56-year-old rap star had a notoriously bitter 
rivalry with fellow New Yorker Nas in the early 
2000s. However, he believes the genre no longer 
needs to rely on battling in order to spark public 
interest in rap, reports Female First UK.

Rapper Cardi B has revealed what she 
hates on stage.  The Grammy-winning 
rapper, 33, said, “I hate choreography; 
it’s like math to me. I don’t have much 
of a rhythm like that. I could rap all 
day. But dancing is like, ugh”.
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW
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Mumbai: Actor Shweta Tripathi recently opened up 
about her deep emotional connection with her iconic 
character Golu Gupta from the widely loved series Mir-
zapur. Having portrayed the character for over eight 
years, the actor shared that Golu has become far more 
than just a role. For her, it has been a journey that 
shaped her both personally and professionally.

Looking back at the journey, Shweta admits the ex-
perience still gives her butterfl ies.

The actress says, “It’s diffi cult to explain what Golu 
means to me because she has been a part of my life for 
almost eight years. When I fi rst started playing her, she 
was this reserved, intelligent girl who believed deeply 
in books and knowledge. Over time we saw her grow, 
change and become stronger because of everything 
life threw at her. As an actor, getting the chance 
to live with a character for so many years is very 
rare, and I feel extremely grateful for it.”

Over the years, Mirzapur has built a massive 
fan following, and Golu Gupta has emerged as 
one of its most compelling characters. 

“Mirza- pur changed many 
things for me as an actor. 
But more than 
any- thing, it 
gave me Golu, 
and that is 

some-
thing I will 
always 
cherish,” 
she says. 

AGENCIES

Mumbai: Lately there has been a 
lot of debate around the age-gap be-
tween two actors romancing onscreen 
in a fi lm. In a recent interview, while 
promoting his next fi lm, actor Akshay 
Kumar, 58, shared his views on the 
same. Up next, he will be seen oppos-
ite 32-year-old Wamiqa Gabbi in 
the much-awaited Priyadar-
shan horror comedy Bhooth 
Bangla.

In a chat with a news 
channel, sharing his 
thoughts on age-gap on-
screen love stories, Ak-
shay said, “Toh kya hai? 
Humne pehle dekha nahi 
hai kya kabhi? It hap-
pens in Hollywood as well. 
Sometimes, it’s the require-
ment of the script. (In re-
al life too), so many 
people get 
mar-

ried to 
partners 

older or younger than 
them.” 

Talking about his co-star 
Wamiqa , Akshay shared, “I 
fi rst met Wamiqa when we 
were shooting for Bhooth 
Bangla. She works very dif-
ferently. She keeps reading 

her scenes and rehearsing for 
them. She gets very serious. 

Tabu is more serious than her. 
Vidya, who I’m working with 

in Anees Bazmee ji’s 
fi lm, on the other 

hand, be-
lieves in 
being a 
free ac-

tor.”
 AGEN-
CIES

y
e
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ried to
partners

Akshay 
defends age-gap 

romance

Shweta on her 
life-altering role

Sonal’s 
emotional outcry

Ganesha says that any pend-
ing legal issues will be sort-
ed out today either in court 
or through an out of court settlement. 
Your workload will get eased today and 
you will be able to fi nd your way out from 
certain problematic situations. Ganesha 
showers you with his blessings.
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White Paper: 122 communal 
disorder incidents in 2025
PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 25: 
A total of 122 incidents of 
disorder involving Hindus, 
Muslims, and Christians 
were reported in various 
parts of the state in 2025, 
according to a White Pa-
per tabled in the Assembly 
Wednesday.

The Home department, in 
the White Paper, stated that 
106 Hindu-Muslim and 16 
Hindu-Christian incidents 
of disorder were reported 
during the period, against 
which 165 criminal cases 
were registered.

Additionally, 1,095 riot 
cases were registered at vari-
ous police stations across the 
state in 2025. “Chargesheets 
have already been fi led in 498 
cases,” it stated. “The com-
munal tension that erupted 
in Cuttack city during last 
year’s Dussehra was suc-
cessfully managed through 
coordinated intelligence 
inputs and police deploy-
ment,” it added. During last 
year’s Rath Yatra in Puri, a 
stampede-like situation oc-
curred due to huge crowds 
near the Gundicha Temple. 
However, the situation was 
brought under control due 

to the prompt action of the 
state government and the 
police, according to the 
White Paper. 

“In order to maintain 
communal harmony in 
Odisha, the government 
has constituted a state-lev-
el communal coordination 
committee. It reviews the 
situation from time to 
time and takes appropriate 
steps,” the Home depart-
ment said in the report.

In addition, a manual 
with detailed guidelines 
on controlling communal 
violence and promoting 
harmony has been issued 
to all authorities engaged in 
maintaining law and order, 

it said. The state govern-
ment also claimed that sig-
nifi cant improvement was 
observed in the overall Left 
Wing Extremism (LWE) sit-
uation during 2025.

“Minor Maoist activi-
ties were reported in nine 
police districts, including 
Kandhamal, Boudh, Kalah-
andi, Rayagada, Nuapada, 
Bolangir, Malkangiri, and 
Koraput, during the peri-
od,” it added.

In 2025, the state police 
registered a total of 2,29,881 
cases of cognizable offences, 
including 1,304 murder cas-
es and 2,994 rape cases. A to-
tal of 2,803 cybercrimes were 
reported during the period.

WHAT GOVT SAYS
1,095 RIOT CASES 

WERE REGISTERED 
AT VARIOUS 

POLICE STATIONS 
ACROSS THE 

STATE IN 2025

IN 2025, THE 
STATE POLICE 
REGISTERED 
A TOTAL OF 

2,29,881 CASES 
OF COGNIZABLE 

OFFENCES

The communal tension that erupted in 
Cuttack city during last year’s Dussehra was 
successfully managed through coordinated 
intelligence inputs and police deployment

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25:
Four Indian Institutes of 
Technology (IITs), Jawa-
harlal Nehru University 
(JNU) and Birla Institute 
of Technology (BITS), Pilani 
are among the world’s top 
50 institutions for different 
subjects, according to the 
latest QS World Univer-
sity Rankings announced 
Wednesday.

London-based QS 
Quacquarelli Symonds, 
known for the university 
rankings, has published 
the 16th annual edition of 
the QS World University 
Rankings by Subject.

The rankings benchmark 
more than 21,000 academic 
programmes across 1,900 

universities in over 100 
countries, spanning 55 dis-
ciplines and fi ve broad fac-
ulty areas.

According to the rank-
ings, India records 27 top 
50 positions across sub-

jects and broad faculty ar-
eas - more than double the 
12 recorded in 2024 - earned 
by 12 institutions.

Leading the individual 
charge is the Indian School 
of Mines University, Dhan-

bad, ranked 21st globally in 
Mineral and Mining Engi-
neering, and IIM Ahmed-
abad, which ranks 21st in 
both Business and Manage-
ment Studies and Market-
ing. The latter is a subject 
debut -- India has never 
before appeared in Market-
ing’s global rankings.

Among the top 50 are 
IIT Bombay, Kharagpur 
and Madras; JNU and 
BITS Pilani. “India’s rise 
this year is not just about 
scale: it's about momentum 
in quality and global com-
petitiveness. The breadth 
of improvement across en-
gineering, technology and 
business signals a system 
that is accelerating with 
intent. The next phase will 
be defi ned by how effec-

tively institutions deepen 
research strength, build 
global partnerships, and 
sharpen their distinctive-
ness on the world stage,” 
said Jessica Turner, CEO, 
QS Quacquarelli Symonds.

IIT Delhi has delivered 
the edition’s most complete 
single-institution perfor-
mance. It records six top-50 
entries, leads India in four 
subjects - Chemical Engi-
neering (48th, its fi rst top-
50 appearance), Electrical 
and Electronic Engineering 
(36th), Mechanical, Aero-
nautical and Manufactur-
ing Engineering (44th, best 
in over a decade), and the 
Engineering and Technol-
ogy broad area (36th) - and 
ranks second in Computer 
Science at 45th.

QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

4 IITs, JNU, BITS Pilani among world’s top 50 institutes

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: The 
Central Consumer Protec-
tion Authority (CCPA) 
Wednesday directed hotels 
and restaurants not to levy 
additional charges, such as 
'LPG charges' and 'fuel cost 
recovery', on consumers, as 
these tantamount to unfair 
trade practices and strict 
action will be taken in case 
of violation.

The authority made it 
clear that only applicable 
taxes can be added to the 
price mentioned in the 
menu of restaurants and ho-
tels. All input costs should 
be factored into the prices 
displayed in the menu.

The CCPA said it is close-
ly monitoring such practic-
es across the country, and 

any violation will be dealt 
with appropriately, and nec-
essary action will be taken 
to safeguard the interests of 
consumers.

According to an offi cial 
statement, “The CCPA has 
taken serious note of hotels 
and restaurants levying 
additional charges, such 
as 'LPG charges', 'gas sur-
charge' and 'fuel cost re-
covery' in consumer bills, 

terming the practice an 
unfair trade practice un-
der the Consumer Protec-
tion Act, 2019.”

The CCPA observed that 
such charges are being im-
posed to circumvent exist-
ing guidelines on service 
charges.

The authority has issued 
a fresh advisory, under Sec-
tion 10 of the Act, directing 
that no such charges should 
be levied automatically, and 
warned that violations may 
invite strict action.

“The CCPA has ob-
served, based on grievanc-
es received on the National 
Consumer Helpline (NCH), 
and media reports, that cer-
tain hotels and restaurants 
are levying such charges 
in the consumer bill by de-
fault, over and above the 

price of food and beverages 
displayed in the menu and 
applicable taxes,” the state-
ment said. Such practices 
result in unjustifi ed costs 
to consumers.

The CCPA clarifi ed that 
input costs, such as fuel, 
LPG, electricity, and other 
operational expenses, are 
part of the cost of running 
a business and must be 
factored into the pricing 
of menu items. Hence, the 
recovery of such costs from 
consumers through sep-
arate mandatory charges 
constitutes an unfair trade 
practice, the authority said.

The CCPA has advised 
that no hotel or restaurant 
shall levy 'LPG charges', 
'gas charges', or similar 
charges by default or auto-
matically in the bill.

CCPA warns eateries against levying ‘LPG charges’

FUN & FROLIC: Tourists enjoy paragliding in the hills near Manali, in Kullu district, Himachal Pradesh, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has conveyed to US 
President Donald Trump 
that the war in West Asia 
must end soon as it is hurt-
ing everyone, the govern-
ment told an up-in-arms 
Opposition at an all-party 
meeting Wednesday and 
rubbished Pakistan’s re-
ported mediation in the 
confl ict, saying India is not 
a “dalaal” (broker) nation.

There is nothing new in 
Pakistan’s mediation efforts 
in the matter as that coun-
try has been “used” by the 
US since 1981, sources quot-
ed External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar as saying.

“We are not a dalaal na-
tion,” Jaishankar is said 
to have told the attendees 
of the meeting convened 
at the Parliament complex 
to discuss the West Asia 
crisis. The sources added 
that the government refut-
ed the Opposition’s charge 

that New Delhi was silent 
on the situation, asserting 
that “we are commenting 
and responding”.

When the Iran embassy 
was opened, the Foreign 
Secretary visited immedi-
ately and signed the condo-

lence book, the government 
told the parties in response 
to the Opposition’s charge 
that India displayed moral 
weakness in not condoling 
the death of the Iranian Su-
preme Leader sooner.

The government is also 
said to have informed the 
parties that its prime con-
cern is ensuring the secu-
rity of the Indian diaspora 
living in the Gulf region 
and fulfi lling domestic en-
ergy needs. On that count, 
the government said it has 

been successful so far.
The Opposition, howev-

er, said the answers pro-
vided at the meeting by 
the government were “un-
satisfactory” and demand-
ed that a debate be held on 
the West Asia situation in 
both Lok Sabha and Rajya 
Sabha.

Lashing out at the gov-
ernment, Congress's Tariq 
Anwar said Pakistan is per-
forming the mediator’s role 
while “we are still mute 
spectators”.

INDIA IS NOT A DALAAL NATION: GOVT
ALL-PARTY 
MEET AMID 
WEST ASIA 

CRISIS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: 
The Odisha Crime Branch 
(CB) has arrested a 36-year-
old man from West Bengal 
(WB) in connection with a 
Rs 12.33-crore online invest-
ment fraud involving a fake 
trading platform, offi cial 
sources said Wednesday.

According to CB sources, 
the complainant was con-
tacted by unidentifi ed cyber 
fraudsters via WhatsApp Ju-
ly 31, 2025. They lured him in-
to joining a group that posed 
as stock market consultants. 

The victim was per-
suaded to install a fraud-
ulent trading application 
and invest substantial 
funds. “Between August 
12 and September 2, 2025, 
he transferred a total of 
Rs 12,33,50,000 from his 
account into nine differ-
ent accounts through 52 
transactions, all under the 
instructions of the fraud-
sters,” CB sources said.

When the victim tried to 
withdraw his investment,     
the team of the fake plat-
form denied his requests.

Realising that he had 
been duped, the victim 
lodged a complaint at the 
Cyber Crime police station.

A team led by inspector TK 
Pradhan conducted a raid in 
Maniktala, Kolkata, West Ben-
gal. This led to the arrest of Ra-
hul Jaiswal from the locality.

WB man held for 
`12.33cr cyber
fraud in Odisha PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: 
The Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) Wednesday said it 
attached fresh immovable 
assets worth about Rs 1,700 
crore, majorly located in 
Dubai including in the iconic 
Burj Khalifa, belonging to one 
of the main promoters of the 
Mahadev app, Sourabh Chan-
drakar, as part of its probe.

An order was issued by 
the Raipur zonal offi ce of ED 

under the PMLA Wednes-
day to attach 18 ‘high-val-
ue’ luxury villas and apart-
ments in Dubai Hills Es-
tate. It added that multiple 
‘high-end’ apartments in 
Business Bay and SLS Ho-
tel & Residences, apart from 
apartments in Burj Khalifa, 
have álso been attached. 
Two immovable properties 
in Delhi have been attached. 
All these assets have a fair 
market value of about Rs 
1,700 crore, it said.

Mahadev app: Now, ED
attaches `1,700cr assets
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.6° 34.4°
23.3° 22.4°
79% 80%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Light to moderate 
rain or 

thunderstorm 
very likely 

MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `143,920   `5097

SILVER ̀ 234,700    `10,759

DOLLAR  93.78   0.22

EURO     109.36   0.96

SENSEX 75273.45  1205.00

NIFTY     23306.45    394.05

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 25:
In a major push to strengthen 
clean energy infrastructure 
across urban Odisha, the state 
government has issued a fresh 
directive to simplify and fast-
track approvals for City Gas 
Distribution (CGD) projects.

Offi cials said the move will 
help accelerate the rollout of 
piped natural gas (PNG) net-
works across cities, ensuring 
quicker access to cleaner and 
more effi cient fuel for house-
holds, commercial establish-
ments, and industries. By 
easing procedural bottlenecks 
and streamlining clearances, 
the initiative is expected to 
attract greater investment in 
the sector and speed up project 
execution.

Housing & Urban Develop-
ment department Additional 
Chief Secretary and IDCO 
Chairperson Usha Padhee said 
the order underscores the gov-
ernment’s commitment to pro-
moting a gas-based economy 
and expanding access to clean 
fuel across urban areas.

As per the directive, urban 
local bodies (ULBs) will waive 
permission fees for laying un-
derground pipelines and related 
CGD infrastructure. It also clari-
fi es that no fresh approvals will 
be required for ongoing or previ-
ously sanctioned projects, there-
by removing procedural hurdles 
and ensuring seamless execution.

To further accelerate imple-
mentation, the state govern-
ment has emphasises time-
bound approvals, directing all 
authorities to process applica-
tions promptly. 

“Restrictions on road-cutting 
during certain periods have al-
so been relaxed for CGD proj-
ects to avoid disruptions and 
maintain steady implementa-
tion,” the H&UD department 
said in a statement.

While facilitating ease of 
execution, the directive also 

ensures accountability. “Now, 
the CGD entities will be re-
sponsible for the restoration 
of roads and infrastructure at 
their own cost, in accordance 
with prescribed standards,” an 
offi cials said.

The Director of Municipal 
Administration has been des-
ignated as the nodal authori-
ty to coordinate and monitor 
CGD-related works across the 
state, ensuring effective over-
sight and timely progress.

Departments including 
Works, Water Resources, En-
ergy, and Panchayati Raj & 
Drinking Water have been 
directed to extend full cooper-
ation to ensure smooth imple-
mentation at the ground level.

The measures will remain 
in force until June 30, 2026, or 
until further orders.

The initiative is expected 
to signifi cantly accelerate the 
rollout of PNG connections, 
promote the use of cleaner 
fuels, and strengthen urban 
infrastructure, supporting 
Odisha’s transition towards 
a more sustainable and 
energy-effi cient future.

Govt push for PNGENERGY 
CRISIS

Urban local bodies (ULBs) to 
waive permission fees for 

underground pipelines and 
CGD infrastructure; 

no fresh approvals needed 
for ongoing or previously 

approved projects

Time-bound approvals 
mandated, with all 

authorities directed 
to process 

applications promptly

Restrictions on road-cutting 
for CGD projects relaxed 
during certain periods to 
avoid delays and ensure 

smooth execution

Measures effective until 
June 30, 2026, or until 

further orders

WHAT DIRECTIVE SAYS

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: In a 
bid to strengthen fi re safety sys-
tems in healthcare institutions, 
Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Mukesh Mahaling 
Wednesday held a high-level 
review meeting with all district 
Collectors via virtual mode at 
Lok Seva Bhavan here.

During the meeting, the 
minister stressed the urgent 
need to bolster fi re safety in-
frastructure in hospitals across 
the state. He directed Collectors 
to carry out comprehensive in-
spections, prepare necessary 
estimates, and ensure timely 
completion of safety upgrades.

The review was held in line 
with the directives of Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-

jhi, who has called for strict 
enforcement of fi re preven-
tion and fi refi ghting systems 
in hospitals. Authorities have 
been asked to form special task 
forces, conduct mock drills, 
carry out regular inspections, 
and expedite ongoing fi re safety 
projects.

Emphasising patient safety, 
the minister directed that all 
medical colleges, district head-
quarters hospitals, and other 
healthcare facilities undergo 
regular fi re safety checks. He 
stressed that fi refi ghting equip-
ment must remain functional 
at all times and mandated pe-

riodic safety audits along with 
mock drills.

Additionally, offi cials were 
directed to coordinate close-
ly with the Fire services and 
Works departments to ensure 
effective implementation of 
safety measures.

The meeting was attended 
by senior offi cials, including 
Works department Principal 
Secretary Sanjay Kumar Singh, 
Special Relief Commissioner 
Rajesh Prabhakar Patil, Health 
department Secretary Aswathy 
S, and Agriculture department 
Secretary Sachin Ramchandra 
Jadhav. District Collectors, 
chief medical offi cers, fi re of-
fi cers, and authorities from 
medical colleges across Odi-
sha also participated in the 
virtual meeting.

Minister reviews hospital fi re safety

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: 
Odisha is among the leading 
states in mushroom produc-
tion, contributing nearly 11 per 
cent to the country’s total out-
put, Deputy Chief Minister and 
Agriculture Minister Kanak 
Vardhan Singh Deo said while 
addressing the Mushroom Con-
clave 2026 here Wednesday.

“Mushrooms are called super 
food as it is rich in nutrients, 
fat free and low in cholesterol. 
Its cultivation is organic and 
sustainable for the environ-
ment. The state government is 
promoting mushroom cultiva-
tion, providing subsidies un-
der MKUY and developing the 
roadmap for its market linkage, 
while providing robust logistic 
support,” the deputy CM said.

The conclave was organised 
by Agricultural Promotion 
and Investment Corporation 
of Odisha Limited (APICOL), a 
corporation under the depart-
ment of Agriculture and Farm-
ers’ Empowerment (DA&FE) to 
promote mushroom cultivation 
as a sustainable livelihood op-
portunity.

The event featured technical 
sessions on advanced produc-
tion techniques, post-harvest 
management, value addition, 
and market linkages in the 

mushroom sector.
On the occasion, deputy CM 

launched APICOL’s new web-
site and distributed ‘Go-Ahead’ 
letters to mushroom producers 
for setting up their production 
and spawn units.

Apart from the ceremonial 
session, nine expert speakers 
shared valuable insights on 
various technical aspects of 
mushroom cultivation and its 
value chain. The conclave wit-
nessed active participation from 
over 170 participants across the 
state, including members of 
Mushroom Federation, refl ect-
ing strong interest from the 
farming and entrepreneurial 
community.

Soil Conservation and Wa-
tershed Development Director 
Subrat Kumar Panda, Hor-
ticulture Director Kalunge 

Gorakh Waman, OUAT VC 
Pravat Kumar Raul, APICOL 
MD Shubhranshu Mishra and 
Odisha Mushroom Growers 
Federation Chairman Adwaita 
Kumar Patra, who highlighted 
the importance of mushroom cul-
tivation in strengthening farmer 
incomes and rural livelihoods. 

So far, 1207 farmers have 
received approval for setting 
up various mushroom-based 
enterprises, including spawn 
production units and cultiva-
tion and processing units for 
paddy straw, oyster and but-
ton mushrooms. Additionally, 
207 entrepreneurs have already 
received subsidies to establish 
their enterprises, refl ecting the 
growing momentum in the sec-
tor. Many scientists, specialists 
from OUAT and entrepreneurs 
participated in the conclave.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: 
The Common PG Entrance Test 
(CPET) 2026 is set to commence 
from May 5, as per the notifi ca-
tion issued by the Higher Edu-
cation department Wednesday. 
The entrance examination will 
continue till May 18.

For the academic session 
2026–27, a total of 58,708 can-
didates have applied for ad-
mission to 31,915 postgraduate 
seats across various institu-
tions in the state.

It is noteworthy that the ap-
plication process was carried 
out through SAMS portal from 
February 27 to March 22. The 
data of the applicants will be 
handed over to State Selection 
Board (SSB) March 26.

Admit cards for the entrance 
examination will be made avail-
able April 30. Candidates can 
download their admit cards 
from the offi cial SSB website.

Selection of candidates for 
postgraduate courses will be 
based on their marks secured 
in the examination.

The department has also set a 
target to commence PG classes 
in all universities and colleges 
by July 10.

MUSHROOM CONCLAVE 2026

‘Odisha accounts for 11% of 
India’s mushroom output’

Common PG entrance 
examination from May 5

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: The 
13th Educational Council Meet-
ing was held at Odisha Universi-
ty of Agriculture and Technology 
(OUAT) Wednesday, focusing on 
integrating Artifi cial Intelligence 
(AI) into agricultural education 
and aligning curricula with the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 
2020. The theme of the meeting 
was “Integrating Artifi cial Intel-
ligence (AI) and Innovation in 
Agricultural Education: Aligning 
Curricula with NEP 2020.”

ICAR–Indian Institute of 
Water Management Director 
A Sarangi attended as the chief 
guest. In his address, he high-
lighted the growing importance 
of AI in education and stressed the 

need to build robust databases and 
strengthen analytical capabilities 
to make teaching and research 
more data-driven. He noted that 
AI applications have simplifi ed 
publication processes and en-
hanced academic productivity.

Presiding over the meeting, 
VC Pravat Kumar Roul high-
lighted the learner-centric and 
market-oriented approach of 
NEP 2020, noting that it enables 
students to acquire diverse skills 
and competencies. He said the in-
tegration of skill development, 
vocational education, intern-
ships, and entrepreneurship is 
boosting employability and pre-
paring students for future chal-
lenges. Roul also emphasised the 
importance of emerging fi elds 
such as AI, data science, and dig-
ital technologies in driving intel-
lectual growth and innovation.

The meeting featured three 
technical sessions focusing on 
various aspects of curriculum 
development and implementa-
tion under NEP 2020, with ac-
tive participation from deans, 
faculty members, researchers, 
and students.

OUAT meet focuses 
on AI, NEP reforms

MANOJ KUMAR JENA, OP

Bhubaneswar, March 25:
A 55-year-old auto driver 
from Apuja village in Cut-
tack’s Niali area is no ordi-
nary man. His dedication 
and selfless service stand as 
a shining example of how one 
individual can bring hope to 
people in times of need.

Pravat Kumar Pradhan not 
only carries passengers but 
also delivers hope through 
his three-wheeler, offering 
free ambulance ser-
vices. He nev-
er charges a 
single pen-
ny and is 
ready to 
reach 
people’s 
door-
steps 
at any 
hour in 
emergen-
cies.

“It has 
been 30 years 
since I started 
driving this auto. Since 
childhood, I always wanted 
to serve my country, but I 
never got the opportunity. 

So, I chose to 
contribute in 
my own way by 

providing free 
auto services to 

those in need. I of-
fer free ambulance 

services to accident 
victims and people facing 

medical emergencies. That 
is how I believe I am serving 
my country,” said Pravat.

Driven by a deep humani-

tarian spirit, Pravat has been 
helping others since his child-
hood, when he would often 
assist persons with disabili-
ties by carrying them on his 
bicycle.

“Before becoming an auto 
driver, I had a bicycle and 
would give lifts to persons 
with disabilities, taking them 
to hospitals and helping with 
their needs. Since childhood, 
I have been engaged in help-

ing others. After I became an 
auto driver, I dedicated my-
self even more to this human-
itarian journey,” said Pravat.

During the Covid pandem-
ic, when life came to a stand-
still and many were afraid to 
step out or assist even their 
unwell neighbours due to fear 
of infection, Pravat stepped 
forward and helped patients 
reach hospitals.

“During the Covid pan-
demic, I transported many 
patients to hospitals. My 
family was under immense 
stress and even warned me 
not to step out due to the fear 
of infection, but I wanted to be 
a source of hope for those who 
had no one to turn to. I con-
tinued to provide free services 
and helped patients reach 
medical care,” said Pravat.

When asked how offering 
such services has not affect-
ed his livelihood, despite 
having a wife and two sons 
to support, he said, “Service 
to mankind is service to God. 
While many think only about 
themselves, I want to be that 
one person who serves others. 
Through such service, we can 
contribute to the wellbeing of 
our country,” he added.

Auto of hope: One man’s lifeline on wheels
55-year-old auto driver Pravat Kumar Pradhan becomes a beacon of hope, 

offering free ambulance service to those in need

Pradhan 
not only carries 

passengers but also 
delivers hope through 

his three-wheeler, reaching 
people’s doorsteps at any hour 

during emergencies without 
charging a penny

Driven by compassion since 
childhood, he earlier helped 
persons with disabilities by 

transporting them on his 
bicycle

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: The 
Civil Supplies Enforcement 
Squad, in coordination with 
Laxmisagar police, Wednes-
day evening busted an illegal 
LPG storage unit during a raid 
at Ganesh Bazar in the Jharpa-
da area under Jharpada police 
limits and seized 108 cylinders.

The enforcement drive was 
led by Khurda Civil Supply Of-
fi cer (CSO) Gyanindriya Mish-
ra, along with the Additional 
CSO, ACSO, and Marketing 
Inspectors of the Bhubaneswar 
Municipal Corporation (BMC), 
in the presence of local police 
personnel.

During the raid, offi cials de-
tected an unauthorised LPG 
storage unit operating in a res-
idential locality, with cylinders 
stored in a highly unsafe man-
ner, posing a serious threat to 
public safety. A total of 108 LPG 
cylinders were seized from the 
spot, including 95 domestic and 
13 commercial cylinders.

Offi cials said the illegal 
storage violated safety norms 
and could have led to a major 
mishap. Necessary legal action 
has been initiated against those 
involved as per due procedure.

108 LPG cylinders 
seized in City raid

Record paddy 
procurement: Over 
75L MT reach mandis
Bhubaneswar: The paddy 
procurement drive for 2025–26 
Kharif marketing season is nearing 
completion, registering record 
arrivals, with a total of 75,45,381 
metric tonne (MT) of paddy has 
reached mandis across the state so 
far. The large-scale procurement 
refl ects both improved farm output 
and effi cient market operations. Of 
the total arrivals, 75,20,212 MT has 
already been procured, according 
to offi cial data. The procurement 
process has directly benefi ted 
18,11,988 farmers, who have sold 
their produce under the Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) system. 
The government has disbursed 
a substantial `22,337.60 crore 
towards MSP payments and input 
assistance, ensuring timely fi nancial 
support. Notably, payments are 
being transferred directly into 
farmers’ bank accounts, enhancing 
transparency and reducing delays. 
Millers have lifted approximately 
73,46,226 MT of paddy from 
procurement centres, indicating 
swift post-procurement movement 
and storage management. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 25: 
The Odisha Rural Develop-
ment and Marketing Society 
(ORMAS) has created direct 
market linkages to support 
farmers by eliminating mid-
dlemen.

Under the initiative, tomatoes 

are being procured through self-
help groups (SHGs) and Farmer 
Producer Organisations (FPOs) 
from Ganjam, Cuttack, Angul, 
Jharsuguda and Jagatsinghpur 
districts.

As of March 24, a total of 
128.30 metric tonnes of toma-
toes have been collected, in-
cluding 53 MT from Cuttack, 

33.80 MT from Ganjam, 20 
MT from Angul, 18 MT from 
Jharsuguda, and 3.50 MT from 
Jagatsinghpur.

All the produce has either 
been procured or dispatched 
to Bharat Masala under the 
direct market linkage mech-
anism.

Offi cials said the initiative 

is already benefi ting a large 
number of farmers across the 
fi ve districts by ensuring as-
sured market access and fair 
pricing. 

By reducing reliance on in-
termediaries, the programme 
is expected to enhance farm-
ers’ incomes while strengthen-
ing the rural economy.

ORMAS boosts market linkages, collects 128.3 MT tomatoes
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New Delhi, March 25: Re-
searchers at National Insti-
tute of Technology (NIT), Ro-
urkela has secured a patent 
for a fully automated system 
which recognises intruders 
based on their walking pat-
tern to detect unauthorised 
access in large and complex 
building environments, ac-
cording to officials.

The unauthorised person 
detection using thermal im-
aging and gait recognition for 
intra-building security system 
introduces a next-generation 
solution to address the chal-
lenge of monitoring unautho-
rised access in large and com-
plex building environments, 
they said.

According to Samit Ari, Pro-
fessor, Department of Electron-
ics and Communication Engi-
neering, conventional CCTV 
camera-based surveillance sys-
tems require extensive manual 
monitoring and analysis, mak-
ing them ineffective and prone 
to human errors.

In large setups, tracking 
individuals across multiple 
cameras is diffi cult, particu-
larly under varying lighting 
conditions and occlusions. 
“To address these limitations, 
we developed a fully automated, 
non-intrusive system that can 
detect, identify, and track indi-
viduals using thermal imaging 
technology,” Ari said.

The innovation is designed 
to monitor suspicious activi-
ties. The integrated thermal 
imaging technology helps 
distinguish humans from the 
background due to lower infra-
red noise and enables accurate 
detection even in inadequate 
lighting conditions, he added.

To achieve this, the research 
team used human gait as a bio-
metric identifi er, which recog-
nises individuals based on their 
unique walking pattern, thus 
reducing the need for manual 
monitoring.

When a person enters a re-
stricted area, the system com-
pares their walking pattern 
with those of authorised indi-
viduals. If no match is found, 
it fl ags the individual as suspi-
cious and alerts security. We 
developed a working prototype 
with three thermal cameras 
connected to a central server 
via USB interfaces.

“The system detects unau-
thorised individuals at entry, 
tracks their movement across 
multiple checkpoints, main-
tains a temporary database 
for unknown individuals, and 
determines entry and exit pat-
terns based on movement direc-
tion. If an individual exits the 
restricted area, their temporary 
record is cleared, while histor-
ical data remains stored for 
future reference and forensic 
use,” Ari said.

Developed at an estimated 
cost of `1.90 lakh, the system 
uses thermal imaging for 
low-light and night-time op-
eration, along with gait-based 
identifi cation for non-intrusive 

biometric recognition. Auto-
mated multi-camera tracking 
enables seamless monitoring 
across locations, supported by 
centralised data processing for 
logging and database manage-
ment.

The system has wide-ranging 
applications across academic 
institutions and corporate cam-
puses, as well as in defence and 
high-security setups where reli-
able identifi cation is critical. It 
is also suited for deployment in 
industrial and research and de-
velopment facilities to enhance 
monitoring and safety. Addi-
tionally, its capability to op-
erate effectively in night-time 
and low-visibility conditions 
makes it ideal for surveillance 
operations in challenging envi-
ronments.

The developed system can 
be utilised to minimise depen-
dence on manual surveillance, 
thereby improving operation-
al effi ciency. It supports faster 
and more accurate threat detec-
tion, allowing timely responses 
to potential risks. Designed to 
perform reliably in challenging 
conditions such as low visibili-
ty and complex environments, 
it also enhances forensic inves-
tigations through the availabil-
ity of stored gait data for analy-
sis and identifi cation, he said.

NIT-R patents gait-based 
intruder detection system

POST NEWS NETWORK

Angul, March 25: A day 
ahead of a scheduled meet-
ing over rehabilitation and 
resettlement (R&R) policy 
pertaining to the brownfi eld 
expansion project of National 
Aluminium Company Limit-
ed (Nalco), affected villagers 
staged a protest by burning 
copies of the draft policy 
Wednesday.

Residents of Kangula, Go-
pinathpur and Kulad mouzas, 
whose land parcels are set to 
be acquired for the project, 
united in protest against the 
draft policy. Alleging that the 
policy fails to safeguard their 
interests, they set ablaze the 
papers as a mark of dissent. 
The affected villagers claimed 
that despite the draft policy be-
ing prepared by Nalco and the 
district administration, it does 
not ensure permanent employ-
ment for any displaced person.

They further alleged that 
during earlier tripartite meet-

ings involving villagers, Nal-
co and the administration, the 
company had assured perma-
nent jobs to each displaced fam-
ily. Following this assurance, 
residents of the three villages 
had cooperated with prelimi-
nary survey work. However, 
despite multiple surveys con-
ducted since then, no policy fa-
vouring the affected people has 
been fi nalised, they said. The 
villagers also alleged that the 
draft policy was shared with 
them only a few hours before 
the scheduled R&R meeting, 
leaving little scope for discus-
sion or objection.

In protest, the affected fami-
lies have decided to collective-
ly boycott Thursday’s meeting. 
They have also submitted a 
memorandum to the District 
Collector, the Additional Col-
lector and the special land ac-
quisition offi cer of Nalco. An-
gul Collector Abdaal Muham-
mad Akhtar urged the affected 
people to attend the meeting 
and raise their concerns.

DWARKA PRASAD PATNAIK, OP

Chhatrapur, March 25: Environ-
mentalists, wildlife enthusiasts 
and locals have called for opening 
a peacock sanctuary in Berhampur 
Forest Division for the protection 
of the national bird whose popula-
tion is witnessing a consistent rise 
in recent days.

According to reports, threat of 
poaching looms large for these 
winged wonders that are seen 
roaming around human habitats 
in the region.

Although Beguniapada, Ganjam 
and Purushottampur forest areas 
under Khallikote range of the for-
est division have the most number 
of peacocks and peahens, there is 
no offi cial record of it. 

According to the wildlife enthu-
siasts, the government conducts 
census of migratory birds, black-

bucks, dolphins, tigers and Olive 
Ridley turtles, but the national bird 
has been kept out of the ambit of an 
offi cial counting.

These birds with colourful 
feathers are seen mostly in open 
farm lands feeding on insects and 
reptiles. This, however, possess-
es a grave risk of poaching, with 
no such defi nite place for hiding 
themselves. 

Peacock is protected under Indi-
an Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
Any kind of violation to this act 

could lead to a minimum three 
years to a maximum seven years 
of imprisonment besides attracting 
penalties. 

Admitting that there is a signifi -
cant rise in the peacock population, 
Khallikote Assistant Conservator 
of Forests (ACF) Dibya Ranjan Be-
hera said a formal request has been 
made to the higher authorities for 
conservation as well as conduct of 
census of these birds. 

Many volunteers, environmen-
talists, wildlife enthusiasts and lo-
cals believe that there is an urgent 
need for establishment of a ‘Sanc-
tuary of National Bird’ in Ganjam 
district that would not only provide 
a protected environment for the 
national bird, but also ensure the 
ecological balance. This will also 
boost the tourism sector by attract-
ing more visitors and raising the 
revenue.

CHORUS GROWS FOR PEACOCK 
SANCTUARY IN GANJAM DIST

AGENCIES

Kendrapara, March 25: Odi-
sha’s pride, the Gahirmatha 
Marine Sanctuary, known as 
the world’s largest rookery of 
the endangered Olive Ridley 
sea turtles, is witnessing an 
unusual delay in its annual 
mass nesting, raising concern 
among wildlife lovers and con-
servationists.

So far, there have been no 
signs of the endangered turtles 
arriving on the shore to lay 
eggs. This delay stands in sharp 
contrast to last year, when more 
than 6.06 lakh turtles gathered 
for mass nesting between March 
5 and March 10.

The absence of such activity 
this season has left experts and 
observers anxious.

Forest offi cials believe envi-
ronmental conditions may be 
responsible for the delay.

Kapilendra Pradhan, Rang-
er of the sanctuary, stated that 
beach temperatures might not 
yet be suitable for nesting, pos-

sibly due to an extended winter 
that lasted until February.

He also noted that the lack 
of northern winds could be 
discouraging the turtles from 
approaching the coast. Despite 
this, he expressed hope that the 
turtles may still arrive around 
the upcoming full moon or with-
in the next fortnight.

Rajnagar Mangrove and Wild-
life Division DFO Vardaraj Ga-
onkar cautioned that there is 
a possibility the turtles might 
skip nesting this year.

Such behaviour is not en-
tirely unusual, as the species 
is known to follow a cyclical 
pattern, occasionally skipping 
mass nesting every 8 to 10 years.

The delay has intensifi ed an-
ticipation for the phenomenon 
known as Arribada, during 
which thousands of turtles 
come ashore simultaneously 
to lay eggs. Conservationists 
are eagerly waiting, hoping 
the beaches will soon witness 
this rare and remarkable nat-
ural event.

As a crucial breeding ground, 
the situation at Gahirmatha has 
also raised broader concerns 
about environmental changes, 
including the possible impact of 
climate change.

For now, offi cials and wildlife 
enthusiasts continue to wait 
with hope that the shores will 
soon come alive with the arrival 
of the Olive Ridley turtles.

Gahirmatha: Delayed arrival of 
Olive Ridleys raises concern

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, March 25: For-
mer minister Raghunath Mohan-
ty and ex-MLA Jiban Pradeep 
Dash Wednesday returned to 
the BJD after delinking their 
membership with the ruling BJP. 

BJD president Naveen Pat-
naik welcomed the two leaders 
at his residence after they for-
mally joined the regional outfi t 
at ‘Sankha Bhawan’, the party’s 
state headquarters. Mohanty, 
who has served as a panchayati 
raj and law minister under the 
Naveen Patnaik government, 
said that he would work as a 
disciplined worker of the party. 

Das said he is extremely happy 
to return to the party after being 
outside BJD for fi ve years. He 
added that under the guidance of 
Patnaik, he would work as a disci-
plined member to strengthen and 
organise BJD in Balasore district.

PNN & AGENCIES

Malkangiri, March 25: Nor-
mal life was affected in Mal-
kangiri district Wednesday 
due to a 12-hour bandh called 
by the Congress over various 
issues, including those per-
taining to paddy procurement 
and LPG supply constraint.

Commercial establishments, 
educational institutions and 
many offi ces remained closed 
due to the bandh, which com-
menced at 6am.

Vehicular movement was 
also disrupted in the south-
ern Odisha district as the 
Congress workers staged 
road blockades at multiple 
locations, including a state 
highway. However, emergen-
cy services were permitted to 
operate, police said.

The Congress members de-
manded immediate procure-
ment of paddy from farmers 
at the mandis.

“As the government has al-
most stopped procuring paddy 
from the farmers, they are fac-
ing hardship at the mandis,” 
Congress leader Gobind Patra 
said.

Due to unseasonal rainfall, 
harvested paddy has suffered 
damage. So, the government 
should provide them with 
compensation, he said.

Padma Ranjan Pangi, an-
other Congress leader of the 
district, said the people of 
Malkangiri are facing short-
ages of LPG cylinders, petrol 
and diesel.

The government should en-
sure an adequate supply of pet-
rol, diesel and LPG cylinders, 
he said.

“If the government fails to 
procure paddy from farmers 
by this month- end, we will 
stage a protest before the of-
fi ce of the District Collector 
here,” a protesting Congress 
leader said.

Patapur/Digapahandi: The body of a 35-year-old 
man was recovered from Ghodahada River near 
Patapur under Sanakhemundi block in Ganjam 
district Wednesday morning. The deceased was 
identified as Narayan Singh of Ganesh Nagar 
near Patapur bus stand. According to sources, 
Singh had gone to the river for a bath Tuesday 
evening but did not return home till late at night. 
His family members launched a search but could 
not trace him. Some villagers who had gone to 
the river spotted a body floating in the river 
Wednesday morning, and alerted authorities. 
Fire Services personnel reached the spot and 
fished out a lifeless Singh, who was later taken 
to Digapahandi community health centre, where 
doctors declared him dead. Patapur police have 
registered an unnatural death case (6/26) and 
sent the body to MKCG Medical College and Hos-
pital in Berhampur for postmortem. The body was 
later handed over to the family members after 
the autopsy was conducted. It is suspected that 
Singh might have drowned after falling off a pil-
lar constructed for a bridge on the river. Further 
investigation is underway.

Rajnagar: Several women Wednesday opposed a 
Forest department drive to remove illegal prawn 
gherries in Bhitarkanika National Park region of 
Kendrapara district, warning they would con-
sume poison if their enclosures are demolished. 
Protests erupted in Pataparia under Rajnagar 
block when the officials arrived to dismantle the 
structures. Women gathered at the site said no 
one could evict them or demolish their enclosures, 
reiterating their threat of suicide if the drive 
continues. As tensions rose, prawn farmers, finan-
ciers and local leaders assembled nearby in sup-
port. Facing organised resistance, the forest team 
withdrew without carrying out demolitions. Illegal 
prawn gherries have been blamed for harming 
Bhitarkanika’s biodiversity. Under Coastal Regula-
tion Zone norms, such structures are prohibited 
within 500 metres of tidal water bodies. Authori-
ties say they violate multiple laws, including those 
governing protected areas. The Orissa High Court 
has also ordered their removal.

Dawn-to-dusk bandh 
hits life in Malkangiri 

Raghunath, Jiban 
back in BJD fold

Man found dead in 
Ghodahada River

Prawn gherry action: 
Women warn of suicide

Paralakhemundi: A 70-year-old 
woman died after being hit by 
a motorcycle at Adagaon under 
Gurandi police limits in Gajapati 
district Wednesday, with locals 
blaming a delay in ambulance 
services resulting in her death. 
Reports said the accident occurred 
when Chandrama Behera of the 
village was returning home from 
the village square and a motorcycle 
(OD 20A-7514) hit her. Locals made 
repeated calls to an ambulance 
but to no avail. She was later 
shifted to the District Headquarters 
Hospital in a police van where she 
succumbed during treatment. Irate 
locals staged a protest at the spot. 
Gurandi police registered a case, 
began an investigation.

Death of woman in 
mishap sparks tension 

Nalco R&R draft 
policy triggers stir



W hat is an economy for? Since Adam Smith, economists have 
given a straightforward answer to this question: the economy 
increases our consumption possibilities. A well-functioning 

economy is one that provides a widening array of ever-more afford-
able goods and services, from food and consumer items to housing 
and transportation. A poorly-functioning economy is one of scarcity, 
where the goods and services consumers seek are either unavailable 
or too expensive.

This consumer-based view has traditionally been closely associated 
with academic economists and technocrats. But today it also pervades 
current thinking in progressive circles.

In the United States, the Democratic Party’s opposition to President 
Donald Trump has coalesced around the theme of “affordability” – a 
clearly consumerist perspective. Similarly, the “abundance” agenda 
popularized by journalists Ezra Klein and Derek Thompson priori-
tizes expanding the availability of goods and services, albeit across a 
broader spectrum than consumer goods, one that includes housing, 
transportation, and renewable energy.

But there is an alternative perspective on the economy that empha-
sizes a different side of human nature and human needs. People are 
both consumers and producers. We derive meaning, social recognition, 
and life satisfaction as much from the work 
that we do as from the goods and services we 
consume – if not more so. Our jobs provide us 
with community, dignity, and identity.

That is why job loss is associated with de-
clines in individual well-being that are mul-
tiples of the income drop generated by unem-
ployment. It is also why so much of our cur-
rent social and political polarization, and the 
associated rise in authoritarian populism, can 
be traced to the scarring of labour markets in 
left-behind regions caused by de-industrializa-
tion, austerity, and globalization. When decent 
jobs disappear permanently, the consequenc-
es extend signifi cantly beyond the immediate 
losses in income and consumption.

These views of the economy – consumption 
versus jobs – imply very different policy frame-
works and remedies. Consider long-term care, 
a large and growing industry that in the US 
today employs several times as many workers 
as the automotive industry. Much of the cur-
rent discussion about this sector is framed in 
terms of the challenge of “a shortage of work-
ers.” That is a consumerist perspective: policy 
analysis focuses on the availability of cheap 
care services to seniors.

The jobs-focused perspective states the chal-
lenge differently: as one of creating good work 
in long-term care services. The prospect of bet-
ter jobs would attract more workers to the sec-
tor and increase supply alongside job quality.

Or turn to the renewables industry, such as 
solar panels and wind turbines. The cheapest 
way to expand deployment of renewables and 
accelerate the transition away from fossil fuels 
is to rely on imports from China, the world lead-
er in the sector. A jobs-oriented perspective, by 
contrast, would advocate a more balanced ap-
proach that seeks opportunities to generate do-
mestic employment as well. Spain pursues this 
strategy – and leads Europe in both utility-scale 
domestic production of renewable power and 
the reduction of energy prices.

Finally, consider housing. Productivity in 
housing construction has stagnated in recent 
years in the US, in part because of safety reg-
ulations and union rules. A consumerist per-
spective, as in the abundance agenda, would 
focus on reducing the red tape.

Yet many of the regulations that slow down 
construction also reduce workplace injuries. Fatalities and non-fatal 
injuries in construction have fallen dramatically in the US since the 
1970s, thanks to workplace-safety rules. How do we trade off the im-
provement in worker well-being these rules have enabled against the 
loss in housing availability to the population at large? A good-jobs focus 
should make us more sympathetic to rules and regulations that sacri-
fi ce some effi ciency if the outcome is better, safer, less precarious work.

To improve living standards and personal dignity, policymakers 
must adopt both perspectives. The two approaches often offer confl ict-
ing remedies, but an economic strategy that promotes worker-friendly 
productivity enhancements can kill two birds with one stone.

In principle, organizational and technological innovations that in-
crease productivity both improve working conditions and enhance the 
availability of goods and services. But in too many cases, workers reap 
only a small share of the benefi ts. Digital platforms and automated 
warehouses have increased labour productivity signifi cantly, but the 
bulk of the benefi ts have gone to companies such as Uber and Amazon.

As a new paper by MIT economists Daron Acemoglu, David Autor, 
and Simon Johnson argues, companies often face distorted incentives 
when they decide which technologies to adopt and deploy. They might 
prefer hierarchical, effi ciency-focused systems that maintain tight con-
trol over workers and intensify the division of labour. But AI and other 
new technologies can also be used to enhance workers’ autonomy, give 
them more responsibilities, and allow them to perform a wider range of 
more sophisticated tasks. For example, in long-term care, decentralized, 
team-based service provision can enhance job quality while increasing 
productivity through reduced turnover and hospital expenses.

Policymakers need not make a stark choice between an economy 
that serves consumers and one that serves workers. Productivist pol-
icies that enhance workers’ voice but also empower them through 
organizational and technological innovations can achieve progress 
on both fronts. But such policies do require a different mindset, one 
that balances the consumerist perspective with adequate attention to 
the importance of good jobs.

The writer is Professor of International Political 
Economy at Harvard Kennedy School. 
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A 
petition seeking an in-
dependent, court-mon-
itored investigation 
into the AI171 crash in 

Ahmedabad last June was stalled 
yet again on Tuesday with the So-
licitor General of India seeking 
another week’s time to submit a 
progress report on the Aircraft 
Accidents Investigation Board 
(AAIB) probe. On 11 February, 
he had promised to submit the 
same at the next hearing, which 
the court had set for March 24. In-
terestingly, a day before the SG’s 
assurance, an intriguing report 
by Leonard Berberi, a journalist 
specialising in aviation, had ap-
peared in Milan-based newspa-
per Corriere della Sera. Since the 
crash, Berberi has run a stream 
of stories, citing unnamed “West-
ern sources”, pushing a single 
line: the crash was the result of 
deliberate pilot action. 

Berberi’s 10 February report 
claimed that the AAIB had been 
forced to come around to the 
same view – “the desired turn-
ing point” as per his sources – 
under pressure and “Western” 
threats of a re-evaluation of the 
level of safety of India’s airlines. 
Berberi’s sources told him that 
the conclusion would be sub-
ject to a “political evaluation” 
at the highest levels in India. 
AAIB offi cials had reportedly 
even discussed with American 
counterparts how to write the 
fi nal report without triggering 
“national controversies”. 

Taken together with earlier 
leak-driven reporting in the Wall 
Street Journal, even as the US 
National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) and Boeing offi -
cials publicly maintain silence, 
citing ICAO rules, it is clear that 
this investigation was never just 
about fi nding out what happened 
to AI171. It has become part of a 
geopolitical power play between 
India and the US. 

The AAIB’s preliminary report 
of July 2025 carried the imprint of 
this tension. It laid out a sequence 
of the AI171 crash: three seconds 
after take-off, both fuel switches 
transitioned from “run” to “cut-
off” within a second of each oth-
er, starving the engines, leading 
to the crash. Then it put out a 
tantalising paraphrased piece of 
conversation in which one pilot 
asks the other “why did he cut 
off” and the other replies he “did 
not do so.” It also referred to a 

2018 FAA advisory regarding 
the fuel switches, to suggest that 
there was a known, unresolved 
problem with them. The effect, 
intended or not, was to focus 
everybody’s attention on the 
fuel switches and pilot actions, 
while inserting enough doubt to 
ensure that a conclusion could 
not be reached. Yet, there is a 
far more coherent explanation: 
that AI171 was brought down by a 
systemic failure in the Boeing 787 
-- one shaped by technology design 
choices, compounded by manufac-
turing defects, and triggered by 
proximate maintenance failures.

The 787 is a “more electric” and 
software-driven aircraft, with algo-
rithmic decision-making systems 
written to override pilot controls 
based on sensor inputs – the FA-
DEC (Full Authority Digital En-
gine Control) and TCMA (Thrust 
Control Malfunction Accommo-
dation). Older aircraft distributed 
risk across multiple, largely inde-
pendent systems. The 787 centralis-
es it. At the heart of this architec-
ture is the Common Core System 
(CCS) -- comprising a Common 
Computing Resource, a Common 
Data Network, and Remote Data 
Concentrators. It reduces weight 
and complexity. But it also creates 
multiple pathways to failure.

An electrical transient, a soft-
ware glitch or reboot, packet loss 
in data transmission, a bad sen-
sor input misinforming FADEC 
or TCMA, a momentary loss of 
power routing or data synchro-
nisation -- any of these, especially 
during take-off, the most unfor-
giving phase of fl ight, can cascade 
into a catastrophe. And then there 
is the 787’s lithium-ion battery and 
its thermal runaway problem. 

Boeing’s recent history is a 
case study in how such systems 
can fail. The 737 Max crashes 

were ultimately traced to the 
MCAS (Manoeuvring Charac-
teristics Augmentation System) 
software acting on fl awed sensor 
inputs. Boeing and American 
regulators tried hard to place 
the blame on pilots, but Ethiopi-
an accident investigators forced 
the truth out into the open. The 
787’s TCMA is also an algorith-
mic correction mechanism. If it 
receives bad data from a faulty 
Weight-on-Wheels sensor, it can 
make the wrong decision.

Multiple Boeing whistleblow-
ers have revealed, in Congressio-
nal testimonies and court fi lings, 
several manufacturing defects in 
the 787s, especially the early batch-
es from which the VT-ANB, the 
AI171 aircraft, came to Air India: 
structural gaps, force-fi t assembly 
practices, and water leakage from 
toilets into electrical bays. 

Then there’s the history of 787 
incidents: battery fi res, control 
failures, electrical faults, fuel 
leaks, un-commanded RAT (Ram 
Air Turbine) deployments, spuri-
ous system activations -- including 
TCMA -- and even fuel switch is-
sues. Consider the aircraft that 
crashed. In January, Ed Pier-
son, a former Boeing manager 
and founder of the Foundation 
for Aviation Safety, submitted a 
study on the VT-ANB’s fault logs 
and maintenance history to a US 
Senate committee showing that 
the aircraft has had troubles from 
day one: electronics and software 
faults, circuit breaker trips, wir-
ing damage, short circuits, power 
fl uctuations, overheating. In 2022, 
a fi re destroyed one of its power 
distribution panels mid-fl ight. 
Journalist Rachel Chitra’s inves-
tigative reporting uncovered that 
the aircraft had reported multiple 
faults in the 72 hours before the 
crash, including hard landing in-

to Ahmedabad on the fateful day 
due to a sensor fault. The AAIB 
preliminary report notes that 
the aircraft fl ew with four active 
faults, including core network 
degradation. Capt. Amit Singh 
of Safety Matters Foundation, 
the petitioner in the Supreme 
Court, revealed in his PIL that 
15 minutes before take-off, both 
Bus Power Control Units report-
ed faults -- suggesting instability 
in the aircraft’s electrical system. 
Yet the aircraft was cleared to fl y.

Independent analyses by pi-
lots, engineers, and investigators 
-- working from the preliminary 
report, CCTV footage, fault and 
maintenance logs – have con-
verged on the same conclusion: 
the pilot action theory does not fi t 
the observed sequence of events. 
A cascading systemic failure does.  

The continued opacity on all 
sides suggests that there is a nego-
tiation underway over the truth. 
After all, the stakes are enormous. 
For Boeing, still struggling to re-
cover from the 737 Max crisis, an-
other fi nding of systemic failure 
could be devastating -- perhaps 
existential. For America, Boeing 
is not just a company; it is strate-
gic. Its decline would open space 
for China’s COMAC.  Air India 
faces exposure regardless of the 
outcome, whether systemic and 
maintenance failures caused the 
crash or one of its pilots did. 

Geopolitically, a fi nding 
against Boeing could strain In-
dia-US relations at an already 
delicate moment. New Delhi has 
to reckon with Donald Trump, 
who calls himself Boeing’s best 
salesman and has used his trade 
deal negotiations to force coun-
tries to buy Boeing. PM Modi will 
be cognizant of the fact that the 
crash occurred in Ahmedabad. 
People will come to their own 
conclusions as to whether they 
saw Modi standing up to Amer-
ican pressure or give in.  

The world is watching to see 
whether India is able to safeguard 
its own interest and secure justice 
for its citizens – as Ethiopia did 
for the Boeing 737 Max crash. 
In the AI171 case, therefore, the 
truth is in India’s national inter-
est. It should not be negotiated 
away. India owes it to the 260 peo-
ple who died and to their families.

The writer is a senior 
journalist and researcher 

based in Bangalore. 
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Consumers or Workers 

SPECTRUM INDIA

Do temples ring true as industries

Beyond seizures

Sir, Epilepsy is a neurological condition that affects over fi fty mil-
lion people worldwide, yet it continues to be surrounded by fear, 
misunderstanding, and social stigma. It is not a single disease but 
a group of disorders characterized by recurrent seizures caused 
by abnormal electrical activity in the brain. These seizures may 
appear in different forms—ranging from brief lapses in aware-
ness to sudden convulsions—depending on the part of the brain 
involved. While effective treatments are available and many indi-
viduals can live seizure-free with proper medication, awareness 
about the condition and appropriate responses during a seizure 
remain limited. Purple Day, observed annually on 26 March, is a 
global initiative aimed at increasing awareness about epilepsy 
and promoting support for those affected. Founded in 2008 by 
Cassidy Megan, the movement encourages people to wear purple 
and organize events to educate communities, dispel myths, and 
reduce stigma. By fostering understanding and empathy, such 
efforts help build a more inclusive society where individuals 
with epilepsy can live with dignity and confi dence.

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD 

The happiness you give 
makes you happier than the 
happiness you receive.
 
 THE MOTHER

TRUTH MUST COME OUT
AI 171 CRASH PROBE 

I n 1978, the Supreme Court 
did something that raised 
eyebrows and chuckles in 

equal measure—it declared that 
temples could be classifi ed as “in-
dustries.” The ruling, in Banga-
lore Water Supply and Sewerage 
Board v. A. Rajappa, broadened 
the defi nition of “industry” to 
include any systematic activity 
involving employer-employee re-
lationships, profi t motive or not. 
Suddenly, priests, cooks, fl ower 
sellers, and even the man who 
rings the temple bell were part 
of what the law could recognise 
as an industrial workforce.

At fi rst glance, this sounds ab-
surd. Temples are places of wor-
ship, not factories. Yet, scratch 
beneath the surface and you’ll fi nd 
that India’s temples are not just 
spiritual sanctuaries—they are 
sprawling economic ecosystems.

India has over 2 million tem-
ples, ranging from humble road-
side shrines to mega-complexes 
like Tirupati, Shirdi, and Vaish-
no Devi. Collectively, they gen-
erate an estimated Rs 3.02 lakh 
crore annually—a fi gure compa-
rable to India’s IT sector.

Studies suggest millions of In-
dians are directly or indirectly 
engaged in temple-linked activ-
ities. Take Tirupati as an exam-
ple. The temple employs over 
14,000 people directly, while sup-
porting tens of thousands more 
through tourism, hospitality, 
and ancillary services. The rip-
ple effect is immense: from the 
farmer growing coconuts to the 
jeweller crafting gold ornaments, 
the temple economy sustains 
livelihoods across sectors.

If temples are industries, then 
their supply chains look remark-
ably like those of modern corpo-
rations. In short, temples are not 
isolated spiritual centres—they 
are hubs around which entire 
micro-economies orbit.

Think about your own life. Buy-
ing fl owers for puja? You’re part 
of the temple economy. Booking 
a train or a fl ight ticket to Puri? 
Railways and airlines thrive on 
pilgrim traffi c. Attending a wed-
ding with temple rituals? Priests, 
jewellers, and caterers are all part 
of the chain. Even the Pakodawala 
outside the temple is a stakeholder 
in this “industry.”

Humorously put, when my 
mother insists on buying “two 
extra coconuts for good luck,” 
she’s technically boosting In-
dia’s GDP. India is not alone in 
this. Globally, religious econ-
omies are massive: Saudi Ara-
bia’s Hajj economy generates 
$12 billion annually, supporting 
airlines, hotels, and retail; Vat-
ican City sustains thousands of 
jobs through tourism linked to 
St. Peter’s Basilica and the Vat-
ican Museums; Japan’s Shinto 
shrines host festivals like Gion 
Matsuri in Kyoto, attracting 
millions and blending faith with 
commerce. Worldwide, religious 
tourism is projected to reach 
much over $260 billion by 2027.  

The Supreme Court’s 1978 rul-
ing was not without controversy. 
Critics argued that temples lack 
a profi t motive and should not be 
treated as industries. Proponents 
countered that the sheer scale of 
employment and economic activ-
ity justifi ed the classifi cation. 
The ruling also had practical 
implications: temple employees 
could claim protections under la-
bour laws. Priests and workers 

were no longer just custodians of 
faith—they were recognised as 
part of an industrial workforce.

Fast forward to today, and 
the debate continues. Should 
temples be taxed like industries? 
Should priests be treated as em-
ployees with formal benefi ts? 
The answers are complex, bal-
ancing faith, law, and econom-
ics. Temples are about devotion 
and livelihoods. They sustain 
millions, generate billions, and 
shape India’s cultural and eco-
nomic landscape. Recognising 
them as industries may sound 
odd, but it forces us to acknowl-
edge their real-world impact.

Whether or not we legally 
classify them as industries, tem-
ples undeniably shape India’s 
economy and culture. They are 
reminders that faith and fi nance 
are not as separate as we might 
think. And perhaps, the next time 
you buy a garland or drop a coin 
in the donation box, you’ll smile 
at the thought that you’re par-
ticipating in one of India’s most 
unusual—and most powerful—
industries.

The writer is an author.

The world is watching to see whether India is 
able to safeguard its own interest and secure 

justice for its citizens – as Ethiopia did for 
the Boeing 737 Max crash 
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US WITH 

COMMUNITY, 
DIGNITY, AND 

IDENTITY

S Raghotham

Dani Rodrik

STUDIES SUGGEST 
MILLIONS OF 
INDIANS ARE 
DIRECTLY OR 

INDIRECTLY 
ENGAGED IN 

TEMPLE-LINKED 
ACTIVITIES 

Charudutta Panigrahi

WISDOM CORNER

Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues, but the parent 
of all the others. MARCUS TULLIUS CICERO

The promise given was a necessity of the past: the word 
broken is a necessity of the present. NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI

Take time to deliberate, but when the time for action has 
arrived, stop thinking and go in. NAPOLEON BONAPARTE

Unhealthy lifestyle

Sir, Excessive smartphone use is increasingly linked to 
unhealthy eating patterns among young people. Studies 
covering over 52,000 adolescents (average age 17) show that 
those spending around 7 hours daily on screens are more 
likely to eat when not hungry, driven by stress, anxiety, 
and constant exposure to food-related content. Social media 
comparisons also lower self-esteem, creating body image 
pressure and triggering strong cravings or uncontrolled eat-
ing. These behaviours can lead to serious side effects such as 
obesity, eating disorders, poor sleep, reduced concentration, 
and long-term mental health issues. The habit of mindless 
snacking further weakens natural hunger cues. Mitigation 
requires setting daily screen-time limits closer to the rec-
ommended 2.5 hours, encouraging physical activity, and 
promoting mindful eating habits. Parents and schools must 
create awareness, while digital platforms should promote 
healthier content. Balanced routines and emotional support 
can help restore both mental and physical well-being in the 
new generation.  RS Narula, PATIALA

FOCUS
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Bangalore, March 25: The 515 
ABW here, one of the eight Ar-
my Base Workshops of the In-
dian Army, Wednesday said it 
signed multiple strategic MoUs 
to strengthen indigenous drone 
manufacturing and ecosystem 
resilience.

The 515 Army Base Work-
shop (ABW) signed three sig-
nifi cant MoUs on behalf of the 
Integrated Headquarters of the 
Ministry of Defence (Army), Di-
rectorate General of Electron-
ics and Mechanical Engineers 
(DG EME), and HQ Base Work-
shop Group.

These new strategic part-
nerships built upon earlier 
successful collaborations with 
premier institutions and start-
ups, mark an important step 
toward modernisation and 
Atmanirbhar Bharat in the 
fi eld of unmanned systems, an 
offi cial release from the PIB’s 
Defence Wing said.

To strengthen indigenous 
drone manufacturing capabili-
ties, the 515 ABW signed an MoU 
with Nautical Wings Aerospace, 
a Bengaluru-based startup spe-
cialising in advanced electric 
propulsion systems, vertical lift 
solutions, Brushless Direct Cur-
rent (BLDC) motors and compos-
ite structures for UAVs, it said.

Under this framework, Nau-
tical Wings will provide tech-
nical expertise and hand-hold-
ing of 515 ABW technicians in 
integrated propulsion systems, 
BLDC motor integration, pro-
peller optimisation and com-
posite fabrication techniques 
on a required basis, it added.

Additionally, the 515 ABW 
signed an MoU with Yaanen-
driya Private Limited, a deep-
tech startup incubated at ART-
PARK, IISc Bengaluru.

This collaboration focuses on 
enhancing capabilities in AI-en-
abled Flight Control Systems 
(FCS), Ground Control Stations 
(GCS), Electronic Speed Con-

trollers (ESC), and GNSS-based 
navigation systems, aiming to 
reduce dependence on foreign 
technology in autonomous plat-
forms, it said.

To ensure the security and 
resilience of these emerging 
technologies, a third MoU was 
signed with the National Foren-
sic Sciences University (NFSU), 
Gandhinagar.

This partnership establish-
es a structured framework for 
technical cooperation in drone 
forensics, cyber and hardware 
security assessment and vul-
nerability analysis, it said, add-
ing that, “NFSU will contribute 
its expertise to help develop ro-
bust analytical frameworks re-
quired for addressing evolving 
threats related to hostile drone 
usage, cyber compromise and 
hardware security risks.”

Collectively, these MoUs 
reinforce the commitment 
to support national security 
through indigenous capability 
development and civil-military 
integration, according to the of-
fi cial release.

“By fostering industry hand-
holding and inter-institutional 
cooperation, these initiatives 
will enable the 515 ABW to func-
tion as a prime technical incu-
bator for innovation projects. 
Ultimately, this will support 
the operational preparedness of 
the Indian Army, ensure pace 
with fast-evolving technologies 
and align with the Government 
of India’s vision of strengthen-
ing technological self-reliance 
and enhancing Defence innova-
tion ecosystems,” it added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranchi, March 25: The 
Jharkhand State Electricity Reg-
ulatory Commission Wednesday 
announced a 6.12 per cent rise in 
power tariff, which will be effec-
tive from the beginning of the 
next fi nancial year.

Under the new rates, domes-
tic consumers in rural areas 
will have to pay `7.20 per unit, 
up from ̀ 6.70, while those in ur-
ban areas will be charged `7.40 
per unit, up from `6.85.

The revised tariff will come 
into effect from April 1, JSERC 
chairman Justice (Retd) 
Navneet Kumar said.

The tariff in rural areas has 
been increased by 50 paise and 
55 paise in urban localities, he 

said. “Jharkhand Bijli Vitran 
Nigam Limited (JBVNL) had 
proposed a 59 per cent tariff 
hike. After careful consider-
ation, the commission approved 
a 6.12 per cent increase,” he 
said.

For the commercial catego-
ry, the tariff was increased by 
50 paise for rural and 60 paise 

for urban consumers.
There has been no increase in 

the power tariff for agriculture 
consumers.

The commission has ap-
proved the JBVNL's tariff for 
public electric vehicle charging 
stations, which includes `7 per 
unit for solar hours (9 am to 
4 pm) and `8.70 per unit for 

non-solar hours (remaining pe-
riod). A two per cent rebate has 
been proposed for the bills paid 
within fi ve days of the genera-
tion of invoices, and a three per 
cent rebate on energy charges 
for consumers switching to pre-
paid smart meters.

The commission has kept 
tariffs unchanged for rooftop 
solar PV projects at `4.16 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) for gross 
metering and `3.80/kWh for 
net metering, the offi cial said.

The JSERC has approved a 
distribution loss of 13 per cent, 
as against the distribution loss-
es of 28.19 per cent, 27.23 per 
cent, and 25.60 per cent proposed 
by JBVNL for the fi nancial year 
2024-25, 2025-26, and 2026-27, re-
spectively.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, March 25: In-
dia’s first repository of data 
on major psychiatric dis-
orders, CALM-Brain, was 
launched here Wednesday, 
marking a significant step in 
the country’s efforts to gather 
and systematically document 
details of patients with ma-
jor forms of mental illness, 
National Institute of Mental 
Health and Neuro Sciences 
(NIMHANS) said.

Developed by neuroscien-
tists in Bangalore, CALM-
Brain is a digital repository 
of data on brain structure and 
function from a range of psy-
chiatric disorders, it said, in 
a statement.

According to the Institute, 
the initiative is the result of col-
laborative efforts of research-

ers at the Rohini Nilekani Cen-
tre for Brain and Mind (CBM), 
which is a partnership between 
NIMHANS and the National 
Centre for Biological Sciences 
(NCBS) - TIFR.

It was launched by Rohini 
Nilekani, Chairperson of the 
Rohini Nilekani Philanthro-
pies, which funds CBM, at 

NIMHANS, in the presence of 
clinicians and academicians as-
sociated with the project from 
both the institutes.

“Clinicians and researchers 
aiming to study neuropsychi-
atric disorders can access and 
analyse this multi-modal data-
set to better understand disease 
onset, progression and underly-

ing biological changes leading 
to disease symptoms,” NIM-
HANS said in the statement.

These fi ndings have immense 
potential to transform the un-
derstanding of mental disor-
ders, and in turn, provide better 
diagnosis and plan personalised 
treatments for patients, it said. 
“CALM-Brain is India’s fi rst-of-
its-kind repository of clinical, 
neuro-imaging, behavioural, 
genetic and other datasets on 
fi ve disorders: addiction, bipo-
lar disorder, dementia, obses-
sive compulsive disorder (OCD) 
and schizophrenia. This longi-
tudinal data incorporates mul-
tiple modes of studying brain 
function in neuropsychiatric 
diseases,” NIMHANS said.

The Institute said that the 
dataset is also linked to a biore-
pository of stem cells, which 
can be used to perform biolog-

ical research in psychiatry to 
understand the origins of such 
severe mental illnesses.

On the importance of CALM-
Brain, NCBS Director L S 
Shashidhara said, “Large data 
sets being made available on 
both affected and unaffected 
individuals in a family would 
help us to accelerate discovery 
and develop more effective pre-
ventive and therapeutic inter-
ventions.”

According to NIMHANS, 
Phase-wise patient data gath-
ering for the CALM-Brain 
was initiated in 2016 by this 
group of researchers from 
NIMHANS and NCBS, as part 
of the Accelerator programme 
for discovery in brain disor-
ders using stem cells jointly 
funded by the Department of 
Biotechnology and the Pratik-
sha Trust.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jamshedpur, March 25: 
Personnel of the Indian Ar-
my Wednesday defused two 
active bombs, suspected to be 
from the World War II era, in 
Jharkhand’s East Singhbhum 
district, a senior offi cial said.

The explosives stuffed in me-
tallic cylinder-shaped contain-
ers were defused within a gap 
of 30 minutes from one anoth-
er, amid tight security arrange-
ments, Deputy Commissioner 
Karn Satyarthi told PTI.

One of the bombs, weighing 
around 200 kg, was unearthed 
during sand excavation along 
the Panipada-Nagudsai stretch 
in Baharagora area last week, 
around 90 km from Jamshed-
pur, offi cials said.

The second bomb of a simi-
lar shape was discovered in a 
villager’s house during inspec-
tion of the spot Monday, they 

said. No damage to property 
or injury has been reported in 
the operation, but people were 
advised not to venture near the 
spot for the next 24 hours as a 
precautionary measure, the DC 
said. “We sealed a one-km ar-
ea around the spot for security 
reasons when the 23rd infantry 
division of Indian Army, in co-
ordination with the Jharkhand 
Police, began the operation to 
detonate the explosives today 
morning,” Satyarthi said.

The explosives were dumped 
in a 25-30 feet trench that was 
dug close to the spot, and cov-
ered with sand bags to mini-
mise any damage during the 
exercise, he said. Asked about 
the origin of the bomb, the DC 
said experts from the Army 
will have to investigate into it.

“We will try to ensure that a 
complete investigation is held 
to confi rm whether more such 
explosives exist in that area. 
If any more explosives of this 
nature are found near the spot, 
the administration will take 
those under its custody and 
initiate necessary action for 
deactivation,” he said.

The Jharkhand Police had 
earlier sought assistance from 
the Indian Army to defuse the 
bombs.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, March 25: 
The Karnataka government 
Wednesday urged people not 
to pay heed to rumours about 
petrol and diesel shortage or 
resort to panic buying amid 
reports of people queuing up 
at fuel stations in some parts 
of the state.

In a statement, the govern-
ment said the Centre has clari-
fi ed that there is ample stock of 
fuel available at retail outlets 
across the country.

“It has come to the attention 
of the government through 
various media reports that in 
certain parts of the state, peo-
ple are queuing at petrol pumps 
with containers such as bottles 
and cans. This behaviour is 
driven by false rumours sug-
gesting an impending shortage 
of petrol and diesel,” it said.

The government strongly 
advised the public against 
transporting or storing fuel in 
loose or unsuitable containers, 
citing serious safety risks and 
fi re hazards.

It has instructed retail out-
lets to supply fuel only directly 
into vehicle tanks and strictly 
prohibited petrol pumps from 
dispensing fuel in bottles, cans 
or any external containers.

Under existing laws, storage 
of fuel in bulk or in unautho-
rised containers is illegal, it said.

The government also assured 
that the fuel supply chain re-
mains robust and there is no 
cause for concern, according 
to a press note.

Meanwhile, Hubballi Dhar-
wad Police Commissioner N Sa-
shikumar warned of strict legal 
action against those spreading 
rumours about fuel shortage in 
the city limits, assuring that 
there is suffi cient supply.

The warning followed misin-
formation circulated on social 
media that triggered panic buy-
ing and long queues at fuel sta-
tions across the Hubballi-Dhar-
wad police commissionerate 
limits March 24.

“There was miscommunica-
tion and misrepresentation of 
facts by anonymous social me-
dia users, which led to confusion 
among the public and prompted 
many to purchase fuel in unusu-
ally large quantities,” he told re-
porters here Wednesday.

He said discussions were 
held with fuel companies, in-
cluding Indian Oil Corporation 
and Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Limited, as well as lo-
cal authorities, confi rming that 
there is no shortage of petrol or 
diesel in the region.

“Whatever is being spread on 
social media is false. There is 
suffi cient supply of petrol and 
diesel in the city limits,” he 
said, urging people not to panic.

According to him, due to 
excessive demand Tuesday, 
several fuel stations had tem-
porarily exhausted their stocks 
after catering to a large number 
of vehicles.

To ensure smooth replenish-
ment, police have relaxed time 
restrictions on the movement of 
petroleum transport vehicles, 
which were earlier imposed 
during specifi c hours for traf-
fi c and safety reasons. The 
relaxation will continue until 
further orders, he said.

He said large crowds, includ-
ing hundreds of two-wheelers 
and several cars and heavy ve-
hicles, were seen outside fuel 
stations following the rumours.

Sashikumar cautioned that 
storing fuel outside vehicle 
tanks at homes or other loca-
tions is illegal and poses seri-
ous fi re hazards.

J’khand raises power tariff by 6.12%

NIMHANS launches CALM-Brain database
INDIA’S FIRST REPOSITORY OF DATA ON MAJOR PSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS

Army defuses 2 'WWII-era' bombsK’taka govt: Ignore rumours 
on petrol, diesel shortage
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Ranchi, March 25: Vice Presi-
dent C P Radhakrishnan will vis-
it Jharkhand March 28 to attend 
the 15th convocation of IIM Ran-
chi, an offi cial said Wednesday. 
The Vice President will confer 
medals to seven outstanding 
students of the institution, 
she said.

Union Education Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan, 
Jharkhand Governor Santosh 
Kumar Gangwar and Chief 
Minister Hemant Soren will 
also attend the event.

IIM Ranchi Dean (academ-
ics), Professor Tanusree Dutta, 
in a press conference, said the 
event will be conducted in two 
sessions and the fi rst session 
will begin at 3 pm, which will be 
attended by the Vice President 
as the chief guest.

“The Vice President will con-
fer medals to seven outstanding 
students, including toppers from 
fi ve programmes -- MBA, MBA-
BA, MBA HRM, MBA Executive 
(Summer) and MBA Executive 
(Winter). Additionally, two spe-
cial awards will be presented for 
overall excellence -- the Student 
Citizenship Award and the Pro-
fessor Ashish Hajela Award,” she 
said. A total of 558 degrees will 
be awarded during the event, 
which include 26 PhD degrees 
and 11 PhD (executive) degrees.

Vice Prez to visit 
J’khand for IIM 
Ranchi convocation

Women sit on empty LPG cylinders as they wait in a queue outside a gas agency to avail the refi lled ones amid ongoing supply disruptions, in Ranchi, 
Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

Karnataka constitutes 
palliative care tech 
advisory committee
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, March 25: The 
Karnataka government has 
constituted a state-level tech-
nical advisory committee to 
guide the planning, implemen-
tation and monitoring of palli-
ative care services in the state, 
offi cials said Wednesday.

The move follows a propos-
al noting that palliative care 
aims to improve the quality of 
life of patients and their fami-
lies facing serious and life-lim-
iting illnesses, they said.

The committee, chaired 
by retired IAS officer Raj 
Kumar Khatri, comprises 
members from government 
health departments, leading 
Bangalore-based medical in-
stitutions, and a representa-
tive from NGOs working in 
palliative care, officials said.

According to an offi cial or-
der dated March 23, the com-
mittee that will act as the main 
technical advisory body for 
palliative care in Karnataka 
would advise the government 
on preparation, implementa-
tion and review of the State 
Palliative Care Policy and 
guidelines. It would be respon-
sible to recommend standards, 
treatment protocols and service 
delivery models for providing 
palliative care services at prima-
ry, secondary and tertiary levels.

515 ABW signs MoUs to 
produce indigenous drones

The explosives were 
dumped in a 25-30 feet 

trench and covered 
with sand bags to 

minimise any damage 
during the exercise
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WEST ASIA CRISIS

Amid the West Asia confl ict, a total of 1,043 Indian 
nationals, including 717 students, have crossed out 
of Iran with the assistance of the mission in Tehran, 
the Ministry of External Affairs said Wednesday. 
The overall fl ight situation continues to improve, 
and that around 4.26 lakh passengers have returned 
from the region to India since February 28

1,300 posts of IAS; 
505 of IPS vacant
New Delhi: As many as 
1,300 posts of the Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) 
and 505 belonging to the 
Indian Police Service (IPS) are 
lying vacant, the Lok Sabha 
was informed Wednesday.Of 
the total of 6,877 sanctioned 
posts of the IAS, there are 
5,577 offi cers in position, 
Union Minister of State for 
Personnel Jitendra Singh said 
in a written reply.There are 
4,594 IPS offi cers in position, 
as against their sanctioned 
strength of 5,099, he said.

Protests for 2nd day 
in Shahjahanpur
Shahjahanpur(UP): 
Protests were held across 
Shahjahanpur Wednesday 
over the demolition of 
statues of freedom fi ghters 
here allegedly during road 
beautifi cation work even as 
authorities cracked the whip 
against the erring company 
and suspended two municipal 
offi cials at the direction of 
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Members of various groups 
held demonstrations 
throughout the day, alleging 
that the statues of Ram Prasad 
Bismil, Ashfaqulla Khan and 
Roshan Singh at the Shaheed 
memorial site were removed 
with the connivance of the 
district administration, and 
demanded a high-level inquiry.

CAG fl ags lapses in 
MPCB functioning
Mumbai: The Comptroller 
and Auditor General (CAG) 
has pointed to serious lapses 
in the functioning of the 
Maharashtra Pollution Control 
Board (MPCB), stating that 
it cleared 50 per cent of the 
consent applications received 
from the industries beyond 
the stipulated 60-day period.
In its report tabled in the 
state legislative assembly 
on Wednesday, the CAG 
said the MPCB granted 
8,273 of the 16,424 consents 
with delays, undermining 
statutory compliance and 
environmental oversight.

2nd bomb hoax at 
Delhi Assembly 
New Delhi: The Delhi 
Assembly received a fresh 
bomb threat email Wednesday, 
prompting intensive checks 
even as House proceedings 
were underway, a day after 
a similar threat surfaced just 
hours before Chief Minister 
Rekha Gupta’s scheduled 
budget presentation, 
officials said.

SHORT TAKES

Expedite the projects 
approved by SIPB. The 
goal of building 50,000 
hotel rooms by 2029 
should be met

N CHANDRABABUNAIDU | 
CHIEF MINISTER,ANDHRA PRADESH

The nation 
cannot truly 
progress 

if any caste, 
community, or 
section within 
society remains 
weak. The nation will advance 
only through inclusive devel-
opment

YOGI ADITYANATH | CHIEF MINISTER, 
UTTAR PRADESH

The 
Congress 
president 

(Mallikarjun 
Kharge) and 
Rahul Gandhi 
categorically said 
that the priority is to win the 
election, and that the chief min-
istership will be decided later

RAMESH CHENNITHALA | SENIOR CONGRESS 
LEADER

uoteu

Approxi-
mately 1.12 
lakh Indi-

ramma houses 
in the state are 
expected to be 
completed by 
March 31 and housewarming 
ceremonies will be conduct-
ed. Under the leadership of 
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy, 
another one lakh houses will be 
completed by June

P SRINIVAS REDDY | 
TELANGANA HOUSING MINISTER 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ghaziabad (UP), March 25: 
Don’t cry, he is in a happy place 
now, the parents of Harish Ra-
na, the fi rst person in India to 
be permitted passive euthana-
sia, said Wednesday as they 
bid farewell to their son one 
last time.

Harish’s last rites were con-
ducted at the Green Park cre-
mation ground in South Delhi 
Wednesday morning, marking 
a quiet end to his 13-year ordeal.

In a fi nal act of generosity, 
Harish’s family consented to 
donate fi ve of his organs.

The 31-year-old man passed 
away Tuesday after slipping in-
to a coma in 2013, following a 

fall from a fourth-fl oor balcony 
while he was a B.Tech student 
at Panjab University.

During the last rites, Har-
ish’s mother bid an emotional 
farewell to her son with fold-
ed hands and met those pres-
ent, while his father Ashok 
Rana urged mourners not 
to cry, a neighbour told PTI 
over the phone.

Residents who attended the 
cremation described the atmo-
sphere as deeply emotional. 
Tejas Chaturvedi, a resident 
of the Raj Empire Society, not-
ed that many attendees were 
moved to tears during the cer-
emony. However, Ashok Rana 
continued to console others and 
encouraged them to remain 

strong in their moment of grief.
“Let no one weep. I am pray-

ing that my son may depart 
in peace. Wherever he is born 
next, may he receive God's 
blessings,” he said.

Uttar Pradesh Congress chief 

Ajai Rai, who visited the crema-
tion ground to pay his respects, 
told PTI that the family had 
confi rmed donation of fi ve of 
Harish’s organs. “Harish might 
be gone, but he will continue to 
live on through the benefi cia-

ries of his organ donation. The 
family has set an example be-
fore the entire nation,” Rai told 
PTI over the phone.

Family members, along 
with representatives of the 
Brahma Kumaris, a spiritual 
movement led by women, at-
tended the cremation to offer 
their prayers for Harish. Res-
idents from the Raj Empire 
Society in Ghaziabad, where 
the Rana family lives, also 
came to show their support, 
joining a diverse group of 
NGOs, AIIMS staff, relatives, 
and friends.

Harish’s body was transport-
ed to the cremation ground in 
an ambulance, and the platform 
was covered in rose petals. Ma-

ny mourners paid their last re-
spects with folded hands, and 
some placed saffron garlands 
on the body before it was laid 
upon the pyre. Ashish Rana, 
Harish’s younger brother, lit 
the pyre, accompanied by his 
sister, Bhavna.

Sister Lovely of the Brahma 
Kumaris, who has been associ-
ated with the family and trav-
elled to the cremation ground, 
said that meditative chants 
were performed during the last 
rites. “The body is leaving the 
mortal world, but the soul is 
immortal and has begun a new 
journey,” she said.

“The family decided to do-
nate Harish’s eyes,” Sister 
Lovely told PTI.

Harish Rana’s last rites conducted, family to donate organs
The 31-year-old man passed away Tuesday after slipping into a coma in 2013, following a fall from a fourth-fl oor balcony while he was a B.Tech student at Panjab University
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New Delhi, March 25: An 
“umbrella law” introduced by 
the Union government Wednes-
day for Central Armed Police 
Forces (CAPFs) will regulate 
recruitment, deputation, pro-
motion, and other conditions 
of service for their offi cers.

All CAPFs, CRPF, CISF, BSF, 
ITBP and SSB - are governed by 
their respective Acts.

The rules under these Acts 
govern the recruitment and 
conditions of service for Group 
A General Duty Offi cers and 
other offi cers and members in 
the CAPFs.

Minister of State for Home 
Affairs Nityanand Rai Wednes-
day introduced the Central 
Armed Police Forces (General 
Administration) Bill, 2026, in 
the Rajya Sabha.

The bill provides that to ap-
point offi cers from the Indian 
Police Service in CAPFs, 50 per 
cent of the posts will be fi lled 
by deputation in the rank of 
inspector general and a mini-
mum of 67 per cent of the posts 
by deputation in the rank of ad-

ditional director general.
Posts in the ranks of special 

director general and director 
general shall be fi lled by dep-
utation only, it says.

The proposed legislation 
comes after the Supreme Court, 
in October last year, dismissed 
the Centre’s plea seeking a re-
view of its 2025 verdict that 
directed that IPS offi cers’ dep-
utation in the CAPFs up to the 
level of Senior Administrative 
Grade (SAG) should be “pro-
gressively reduced” and asked 
for a cadre review to be carried 
out in six months.

“The number of posts ear-
marked for deputation in the 
cadres of the CAPFs up to the 
level of Senior Administrative 
Grade (SAG) should be progres-
sively reduced over a period of 
time, say within an outer limit 
of two years,” the apex court 
had said.

According to the bill’s state-
ment of objects and reasons, the 
expanding functional and oper-
ational requirements have led 
to the distinct organisational 
structure of these forces.

“In recent years, due to the 

absence of an umbrella law, 
regulatory provisions have 
evolved in a fragmented man-
ner, resulting in several litiga-
tion on service-related matters, 
leading to some functional and 
administrative diffi culties,” it 
reads.

A group of retired CAPF of-
fi cers has approached the Su-
preme Court with a contempt 
plea against Home Secretary 
Govind Mohan for not imple-
menting its October order in 
this regard.

The bill states that under 
Article 312 of the Constitution, 
the IPS is an All-India Service 
and its offi cers are posted in the 
Union and the States.

“Historically, Indian Police 
Service offi cers are an inte-
gral and important part of the 
Central Armed Police Forces, 
who have been serving on dep-
utation along with offi cers and 
members of these Forces,” the 
objectives of the bill state.

The CAPFs perform func-
tions relating to national se-
curity and anti-insurgency in 
close coordination with the 
state authorities, it said.

‘Umbrella law’ for CAPFs 
The government on 

Wednesday introduced 
the Central Armed Police 

Forces (General 
Administration) Bill, 

2026 in the Rajya Sabha, 
brushing aside 

Opposition notices on its 
introduction through 

a voice vote

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: Par-
liament Wednesday passed a 
bill to amend a law on protec-
tion and rights of transgender 
persons that proposes exclud-
ing social orientations from 
the ambit of the statute, with 
Rajya Sabha giving its nod, 
even as Opposition members 
pressed for sending it to a se-
lect committee.

The bill, which seeks to 
amend Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights) Amend-
ment Act 2019, also provides 
for graded punishment based 
on the gravity of harm infl ict-
ed on such people. The bill 
was passed in Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday.

Replying to the debate on 
the Transgender Persons (Pro-
tection of Rights) Amendment 
Bill, 2026, in the Upper House, 
Social Justice and Empower-
ment Minister Virendra Ku-
mar said the proposed legisla-
tion is an effort to take along 
all segments of the society 
together.

He said that the bill aims 
to provide protection to only 
those who face discrimina-
tion due to biological issues. 
The minister asserted that the 
amendment will ensure that 
transgender persons contin-
ue to get legal recognition and 
protection.

The Modi government is 
committed to protecting all 
those people who are suffering 
due to biological reasons, he 
said adding that their rights 
will be protected.

The minister opined that 
such persons should be 
brought into the mainstream 
so that they should not live in 
dejection.

Highlighting the steps tak-
en by the government for the 
welfare of the community, the 
minister said that transgender 

welfare boards have been set 
up in over 30 states. This bill 
will bring administrative clar-
ity and protect rights of the 
transgender persons.

The minister said that the 
legislation will help end dis-
crimination of transgender 
persons saying the bill is clear 
resolve of the Modi govern-
ment which believes in Sabka 
Saath Sabka Vikas.

The government is working 
towards emancipation and em-
powerment of every person 
and the proposed legislation is 
an effort to take all segments 
of society together, he stated.

The Modi government is 
committed to protecting all 
those people who are suffering 
due to biological reasons.

The bill was passed by a 
voice vote in the Rajya Sabha 
after rejecting amendments 
moved by the Opposition. 
The House did not approve 
the demands by Opposition 
for sending the bill to select 
committee.

The bill seeks to give a pre-
cise defi nition of the term 
“transgender” and exclude 
“different sexual orientations 
and self-perceived sexual iden-
tities” from the proposed law’s 
ambit. It was introduced in 
Lok Sabha earlier this month.

The minister said that ef-
forts have been made to rec-
ognise the specifi c needs of the 
transgender persons who face 
serious social challenges and 
to help create a framework for 
their protection.

Several members partici-
pated in the debate including 
Amar Pal Maurya (BJP), Re-
nuka Chowdhury (Congress), 
Fauziya Khan (NCP-SP), 
Manoj Kumar Jha (RJD), Sa-
ket Gokhale (TMC) and Tiru-
chi Siva (DMK).

Some of members pressed 
for sending the bill to select 
committee.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: The In-
dian Youth Congress (IYC) will 
seek an extension of the March 
28 deadline to vacate its offi ce 
at 5, Raisina Road, even as it 
explores legal options follow-
ing the receipt of an eviction 
notice, Congress sources said 
Wednesday.

According to sources, the 
youth wing of the Congress 
was informed of the notice 

only Wednesday. They said it 
would formally request more 
time to shift operations from 
the Lutyens’ Delhi premises.

They said that both the IYC 
and the National Students’ 
Union of India (NSUI) have 
continued to function from 
the Raisina Road offi ce despite 
having access to space at Indira 
Bhavan near ITO.

“Even though the IYC has 
an offi ce in Indira Bhavan, it 
is used sparingly and functions 

more like a meeting facility,” 
an IYC member said.

The eviction notice is part 
of a broader development in 
which both the IYC and the 
Congress party have been 

asked to vacate their respective 
premises at 5, Raisina Road and 
24, Akbar Road by March 28.

The sources said the organi-
sations are assessing their op-
tions, including legal recourse, 
while preparing to seek addi-
tional time for relocation.

“The government is mak-
ing it a pointless issue that 
there should not be a political 
programme in the offi ces,” he 
alleged. Party functionaries in-
dicated that a formal represen-

tation seeking extension of the 
deadline is likely to be submit-
ted soon. The Congress party 
has received notices from the 
Estate Department to vacate its 
24, Akbar Road offi ce and 5, Rai-
sina Road premises in Lutyens 
Delhi by March 28, according 
to sources.

The party faces eviction of 
its old party offi ce, which it 
has held since 1978, as this is 
the fi nal notice sent by the es-
tate department.

Parliament passes 
Transgender Persons 
Amendment Bill 

IYC to seek more time to vacate Raisina Road offi ce
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New Delhi, March 25: Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
Wednesday took umbrage at 
the conduct of a litigant whose 
father made a phone call to the 
CJI’s brother objecting to a ju-
dicial order regarding minori-
ty reservation for a medical 
post-graduate course.

The matter pertains to one 
Nikhil Kumar Punia, born in-
to Haryana’s JaatPuniya com-
munity, seeking a minority 
reservation after converting 
to Buddhism in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Subharti Medical College.

The Supreme Court, while ob-
serving that the plea was a “new 
type of fraud”, had directed an 
inquiry into the petitioner’s mi-
nority certifi catesJanuary 28.

The CJI was infuriated while 
referring to the “shocking” in-
cident Wednesday and said, 
“Nobody dares to do this. And 
you think I will transfer the 
case because of this? I have 
dealt with such elements for 
the last 23 years.”

He went on and said, “Now 
you tell us why we should not 
initiate criminal contempt 
against the father of your cli-
ent. What he (father) has do-
ne, should I disclose in open 
court?He calls up my brother 
and asks him how the Chief 
Justice of India has passed this 
order. Will he dictate to me?”

Slamming the conduct, he 
told the advocate, “You verify 
it (the conduct). As counsel, 
you should fi rst consider with-
drawing. This is sheer mis-
conduct. Even if he is outside 
India, I know how to deal with 
such people.”

CJI fumes over litigant’s 
father calling his brother
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New Delhi, March 25: India 
Wednesday categorically re-
jected Pakistan’s condemna-
tion of a life sentence handed 
to Kashmiri separatist Asiya 
Andrabi, and said Islamabad 
should introspect on system-
atic human rights violations 
it continues to perpetrate in-
stead of peddling “frivolous” 
narratives.

A Delhi court Tuesday sen-
tenced Andrabi, the chief of 
banned Dukhtaran-e-Millat, 
to life imprisonment, and gave 
30-year prison terms to her 
two associates, for conspiring 
to commit a crime against the 
State. Pakistan’s foreign min-
istry Wednesday condemned 
the prison terms given to the 
three women and described 
Andrabi as a “vocal advocate 
for the Kashmir cause”.

“We categorically reject 
the statement issued by Pa-
kistan in support of a banned 
terrorist organization and its 
members,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Rand-
hir Jaiswal said.

“Pakistan has no locus 
standi to comment on mat-
ters internal to India or its 
judicial processes. However, 
one is not surprised that a 
country, which has long been 
sponsoring terrorism, has 
come up with such a state-
ment condoning violence and 
killing of innocent people,” 
he said.

India blasts Pak for 
‘frivolous’ narratives 
on Andrabi sentencing

Senior Maoist commander Papa Rao, second left, a member of the Dandakaranaya Special Zonal 
Committee (DKSZC) and in-charge of south Sub Zonal Bureau of Maoists, and his team members hold copies of the 
Constitution of India after their surrender, in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh, Wednesday    PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, March 25: Pulling 
up Haryana Police and Guru-
gram’s Child Welfare Commit-
tee for “shameful”, “reckless” 
and “insensitive” approach in 
the shocking case of rape of a 
three-year-old, the Supreme 
Court Wednesday constituted 
a special team of women IPS 
offi cers to conduct a fair probe 
into the crime.

The top court also directed 
the Gurugram district and ses-
sions judge to assign the hor-
rifi c case to the special POCSO 
court presided over by a woman 
judicial offi cer.

Coming down hard on the 
investigation carried out so 
far and the gross mishandling 
of the case, the top court said, 
“Shame on you! Is this the way 
the state deals with crime? The 
child has undergone more hor-
rifying repeated experiences 
than the crime itself.”

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and justices Joyma-
lya Bagchi and Vipul M Pancholi 
said the present case refl ects a 
“disturbing pattern” in which 
the police authorities have made 
concerted efforts to “shield the 
suspects” based on a report of a 
Child Welfare Committee (CWC) 
and instead of visiting the child, 
called her and parents to the 
police station and the CWC for 
recording of statements that too 
in front of the accused in a clear 
violation of norms.

It said the manner in which 
the police authorities, ranging 
from the Commissioner of Po-
lice to the Sub-Inspector, have 
so far investigated the case dis-
closes a “concerted and unwar-
ranted attempt” to discredit the 
version of the minor victim and 
to portray the concerns raised 
by her parents as exaggerated 
and unfounded.

The bench said in order to 
ensure a fair, dispassionate 
and independent investigation 
in the case it was constituting 
a Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) comprising ADGP Kala 
Ramachandran, SP Dr. Anshu 
Singla and DyCP Jasleen Kaur.

It said, “The matter came to 
light February 2, 2026, where-
upon the trauma, suffering, and 
distress endured by the child 
were further aggravated by the 
insensitive, reckless and whol-
ly irresponsible, investigative 
methods adopted by the Gur-
ugram police in the course of 
investigation. The conduct and 
fi ndings of the CWC, as refl ect-
ed in its report dated February 
5, 2026, have only served to com-
pound such victimisation.”

The top court also frowned 
upon the proceedings before 
the judicial magistrate, before 
whom the minor victim was 
produced February 6.

You think you’re 
drinking Fruit 
Juice? THINK 
AGAIN. Big 
food brands are 
selling sugar 
water with shiny 

‘fresh fruit’ pictures on the front. 
And hiding the truth in tiny fi ne 
print at the back of packet which 
reads ‘Pictures for marketing 
purposes only’. SERIOUSLY? 
Today in Parliament, I called this 
out. Because these misleading 
branding and false advertisement 
are pushing millions, especially 
kids, into diabetes and lifestyle 
diseases. Time to expose the truth 
behind your juice box.
 @raghav_chadha
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CABINET EXTENDS IVFRT SCHEME 
The Union Cabinet Wednesday approved a 
fi ve-year extension of the Immigration, Visa, 
Foreigners Registration and Tracking (IVFRT) 
Scheme, committing `1,800 crore to modernise 
and secure the country’s immigration system 
through March 2031.The Cabinet, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the 
continuation of the scheme from April 1, 2026, 
to March 31, 2031

The people 
should not 

panic and there is no 
need to fi ll the tanks 
and carry petrol home 
in cans. The petrol and 
diesel stocks available 
in the state are enough 
for 15 days
PRAMOD SAWANT | GOA CHIEF MINISTER

Sonia to remain under 
medical observation 
New Delhi: Congress 
Parliamentary Party chairperson 
Sonia Gandhi will remain under 
observation at Sir Ganga Ram 
Hospital here for a couple more 
days, sources said Wednesday.
According to hospital authorities, 
she was admitted at 10.22 pm 
Tuesday.Sir Ganga Ram Hospital 
Chairman Dr Ajay Swaroop 
said Gandhi’s condition is 
stable and a team of doctors is 
closely monitoring her health.
Doctors are conducting further 
examinations to check for a 
possible stomach and urinary 
tract infection.

EC acts against 7 
paramilitary personnel 
Kolkata: The Election 
Commission has taken 
disciplinary action against 
seven paramilitary personnel 
deployed on election duty in 
West Bengal’s Murshidabad 
district for allegedly attending 
an iftar party in violation of 
guidelines, a senior offi cial 
said Wednesday.Two of the 
personnel have been placed 
under the custody of the central 
forces, while the remaining fi ve 
have been transferred out of the 
state, he said.

Sleeper bus overturns;
two dead, 23 injured
New Delhi: A speeding sleeper 
bus from Jaipur overturned 
while talking a sharp turn near 
Hanuman Mandir in Karol 
Bagh’s Jhandewalan area here 
early Wednesday, killing two 
passengers and injuring 23 
others, offi cials said.Around 1 
am, Karol Bagh police station 
received a PCR call informing 
that several passengers were 
trapped inside a bus following an 
accident, a senior police offi cer 
said.The Delhi-bound bus from 
Jaipur had around 30 passengers 
on board, Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Central) Rohit Rajbir 
Singh in a statement said.

There is a 
difference 
between what 

Sarma is saying 
and what I am 
saying against him 
-- his is a 'wild the-
ory' which exists only in his head, 
and it relates to something very 
serious as national security

GAURAV GOGOI | CONGRESS CHIEF, ASSAM

Even if we 
cannot be 
physically in-

tegrated, we must 
remain united 
politically, emo-
tionally, socially 
and culturally

NEIPHIU RIO | CHIEF MINISTER, NAGALAND

Journalism 
keeps people 
informed 

about the daily 
activities of soci-
ety, the country, 
and the world. It 
highlights problems and offers 
solutions. It encourages discussion 
and refl ection on new changes and 
future directions

MANGUBHAI PATEL | 
GOVERNOR, MADHYA PRADESH

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: The Del-
hi Police Wednesday said they 
have busted an arms smuggling 
module with links to Pakistan, 
Nepal and Bangladesh, and ar-
rested 10 people.

A cache of sophisticated for-
eign-made weapons, including 
sub-machine guns and automat-
ic pistols, along with 200 live car-
tridges, has been recovered from 
the accused, they said.

According to police, a total of 
21 fi rearms were seized during 
the operation, comprising high-
end automatic weapons and 
pistols sourced from multiple 
countries.

Among the recovered weap-
ons are a Czech Republic-made 
sub-machine gun and a range of 
pistols of different international 
makes.

The seized arms include PX-
5.7 pistols, which are generally 
used by special forces, Stoeger 
pistols manufactured in Turkey, 
PX-3 pistols from China, Shad-
ow CZ pistols from the Czech 
Republic, as well as Beretta (Ita-
ly), Taurus (Brazil) and Walther 
(Germany) pistols, offi cials said.

Preliminary investigation re-
vealed that the module was part 
of a well-organised cross-border 
network involved in smuggling 
and supplying illegal arms to 
criminal elements in India, they 
said. The accused were allegedly 
in touch with international han-
dlers and suppliers operating 
from neighbouring countries, 
the police said.

The syndicate used covert 
routes and intermediaries to 
transport weapons across bor-
ders and further distribute them 
to contacts in different parts of 
the country, they added.

The police said efforts are un-
derway to trace the backward 
and forward linkages of the mod-
ule and identify other associates 
involved in the network.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: The 
government Wednesday said 
there is no shortage of petrol, 
diesel or LPG in the country, 
and urged citizens not to be-
lieve rumours circulating on 
social media or resort to panic 
buying.

LPG supplies remain affected 
due to the ongoing disruption 
in the Strait of Hormuz.

In a media briefi ng, Sujata 
Sharma, Joint Secretary in 
the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, said all refi neries 
are operating at high capacity 
with “adequate crude invento-
ries”, while “suffi cient stocks 
of petrol and diesel are being 
maintained” and retail outlets 
are functioning normally na-
tionwide.

“Don’t believe in rumours. 
We have adequate fuel stocks 
and the government is making 
all efforts to reach them to con-
sumers,” she said.

She said “panic buying was 
reported in some areas due to 
rumours”, leading to unusu-
ally high sales and crowding 
at petrol pumps, even though 
“adequate stocks of petrol and 
diesel are available at all pet-
rol pumps”.

“There are enough stock of 
petrol and diesel and there is 
no shortage of any retail outlet 
(petrol pump). Oil terminals 
also have enough stocks,” she 
said. On LPG, the government 
said supply “continues to be 

affected due to the prevailing 
geopolitical situation”, though 
no dry-outs have been reported 
and cylinder deliveries are con-
tinuing as normal.

Additional allocations have 
been made to states, with com-
mercial LPG supply now raised 
to 50 per cent in phases, prior-
itising sectors such as restau-
rants, hotels and community 
kitchens.

To ease pressure on LPG, 
the government is accelerat-
ing the shift to piped natural 
gas (PNG), with priority allo-
cation ensuring “100 per cent 
supply to domestic PNG and 
CNG transport”, while indus-
trial and commercial users are 
receiving around 80 per cent of 
their usual supply.

City gas distribution (CGD) 
companies have been directed 
to prioritise PNG connections 
for households and key insti-
tutions, with incentives being 
offered for both domestic and 
commercial users. The gov-
ernment has also asked states 
to fast-track approvals for pipe-
line expansion and simplify 
right-of-way permissions.

Sharma said in the last 25 
days 2.5 lakh new PNG con-
nections have been issued and 
2.20 lakh LPG consumers have 
shifted to PNG.

Additional measures in-
clude higher domestic LPG 
production, extra kerosene 
allocation of 48,000 kilolitres 
to states, and promotion of al-
ternative fuels such as PNG, 
electricity and coal to reduce 
dependence on LPG.

States have been directed to 
crack down on hoarding and 
black marketing, with over 
2,700 raids conducted, around 
2,000 cylinders seized, more 
than 650 FIRs registered and 
155 arrests made so far.

Cordelia cruise probe: SC grants 
interim relief to Sameer Wankhede 
New Delhi: The Supreme Court Wednesday granted interim relief to Indian 
Revenue Service (IRS) Offi cer Sameer Wankhede in his plea challenging disci-
plinary proceedings initiated against him in relation to the 2021 Cordelia cruise 
drug bust case.A bench of Justices PS Narasimha and Alok Aradhe was hearing 
Wankhede’s plea challenging the recent Delhi High Court order that overturned 
the Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) order quashing all disciplinary 
proceedings arising out of a chargesheet issued against him in 2025.The central 
government approached the Delhi High Court to challenge the CAT order passed 
January 19, quashing the ‘Charge Memorandum’ issued to Wankhede August 18, 
2025 by the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).

Top court rejects plea against MHA’s 
circular on Vande Mataram
New Delhi: The Supreme Court Wednesday refused to entertain a plea against 
a recent home ministry circular on singing of national song Vande Mataram at 
offi cial events and schools, saying the directive was not mandatory.A bench 
of Chief Justice Surya Kant and justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M Pancholi 
noted that there was no penal consequence prescribed for not singing the 
song and termed the plea as “premature”. “We just feel that you have some 
vague apprehensions of discrimination which do not have any clear nexus 
with the impugned circular,”: Justice Bagchi told senior advocate Sanjay 
Hegde, appearing for petitioner Muhammed Sayeed Noori.CJI Kant agreeing 
with the views of Justice Bagchi pointed out that the circular uses the word 
‘may’ which indicates that the directive was advisory in nature.
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Naxalbari, March 25: West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday claimed 
eight lakh names have been de-
leted in the fi rst supplementa-
ry list from the 27 lakh electors 
whose voting eligibility was 
adjudicated as part of the SIR 
exercise.

Addressing an election rally 
at Naxalbari in the Siliguri sub-
division of Darjeeling district, 
she slammed the BJP for “caus-
ing misery” to the people by en-

forcing an “ill-planned SIR”.
The chief minister demand-

ed that physical copies of the 
supplementary list published 
online be immediately made 
available so that the informa-
tion on the deletion fi gure could 
be verifi ed.

“Though I am not sure, I have 
heard that eight lakh names of 
27 lakh voters under adjudi-
cation have been deleted from 
the fi rst supplementary list. But 
where is that list? Why have 
hard copies of that list not yet 
been put up in government of-
fi ces so far?” she posed.

“I can only verify the infor-
mation after that list is dis-
played,” she added.

Stating that the “lack of trans-

parency” over addition and 
deletion fi gures in the fi rst sup-
plementary list has left affected 
citizens in a fi x over their sub-
sequent move for redressal, Ba-
nerjee said the TMC would set 
up camps to aid such citizens 
with free legal consultancy.

“Only after that list gets 
displayed in booths can those, 
whose names have been unfair-
ly deleted, fi ll up application 
forms to move tribunals. We 
have to fi ght this according to 
the provisions of law, and TMC 
will provide legal assistance to 
every victim free of charge,” she 
declared. The fi rst supplementa-
ry list of 60 lakh-odd names of 
voters under judicial scrutiny 
was published by the Election 
Commission late Monday night.

However, the poll body is yet 
to offi cially confi rm either the 
total number of adjudicated 
voters in that list or the deletion 
fi gure, amid initial claims from 
Manoj Agarwal, the West Ben-
gal chief electoral offi cer, that 
around 29 lakh cases have been 
disposed of so far.

GURUGRAM’S TODDLER RAPE CASE

BENGAL SIR

The bench said in 
order to ensure a fair, 

dispassionate and 
independent 

investigation in the 
case it was constituting 
a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) comprising 

ADGP Kala 
Ramachandran, SP Dr. 

Anshu Singla and 
DyCP Jasleen Kaur

Shame on you: SC pulls 
up Haryana Police, CWC
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Mumbai, March 25: NCP (SP) 
MLA Rohit Pawar Wednesday 
alleged a “premeditated” at-
tempt by senior leaders Pra-
ful Patel and Sunil Tatkare 
to seize control of the NCP 
following the sudden death 
of Ajit Pawar in January by 
giving sweeping powers to its 
working president.

Talking to reporters here, Ro-
hit claimed that 18 days after 
the death of Ajit Pawar January 
28, Patel, Tatkare and Brijmo-
han Srivastava had written to 
the Election Commission of In-
dia that the party constitution 
had been amended and sought 
that all powers be handed to 
the working president. Patel 

was the working president at 
that time.

However, Maharashtra Dep-
uty Chief Minister Sunetra 
Pawar subsequently wrote to 
the poll panel asking it to disre-
gard any such correspondence 
during the transition period 
(of her taking charge as NCP 
president) after her husband's 
demise, Rohit said at a press 
conference here.

“Neither Sunetra Pawar nor 
(her elder son) Parth Pawar 
was taken into confi dence. 
After becoming national presi-
dent, Sunetra Pawar appeared 
to have learnt of this, and wrote 
to the ECI requesting that any 
correspondence between Janu-
ary 28 and her assuming charge 
should not be considered,” he 

claimed.
He also displayed the letters 

before the media.Asked for re-
action, an NCP leader, who did 
not wish to be named, claimed 
that Rohit Pawar was trying to 

create confusion.
Ajit Pawar himself had ap-

proved the arrangement where 
Patel, as national working pres-
ident, was authorised to com-
municate with the courts and 

the Election Commission, said 
the leader.

Ajit Pawar, the then deputy 
CM and Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) head, died in a 
plane crash near Baramati 
airstrip in Pune district Jan-
uary 28. He was heading the 
faction of the NCP while his 
uncle and former union min-
ister and state chief minister 
Sharad Pawar was heading 
NCP(SP).

Four days after his death, 
Sunetra Pawar was sworn in as 
the deputy CM and was elected 
the new national president of 
the NCP February 26.

As per Rohit Pawar, Pra-
ful Patel, Sunil Tatkare (both 
NCP MPs) and Brijmohan 
Srivastava wrote to the ECI 

February 16, “claiming false-
ly” that the party constitution 
had been amended, and sought 
that all powers be handed to the 
working president.

He cited documents dated 
March 10 and February 26, 
purportedly submitted to the 
ECI with signatures of Patel 
and Tatkare. These documents 
stated that in the absence of a 
national president, all author-
ity would vest in the nation-
al working president, Rohit 
claimed.

Demanding a criminal inves-
tigation, the legislator asked 
whether the entire episode -- 
from the alleged letters to the 
ECI to attempts to control the 
party -- was part of a larger con-
spiracy.

Patel, Tatkare tried to take over NCP after Ajit’s death: Rohit Pawar

Govt: No shortage 
of petrol, diesel
To ease pressure on LPG, 

the government is 
accelerating the shift to 

piped natural gas (PNG), 
with priority allocation 
ensuring ‘100 per cent 

supply to domestic PNG 
and CNG transport’, 
while industrial and 
commercial users are 

receiving around 80 per 
cent of their usual supply

Arms smuggling module 
with links to Pak, Nepal,
B’desh busted; 10 held

An artist gives fi nal touches to a statue of Lord Ram ahead of 'Ram Navami' during the ongoing 'Navratri' festival, 
in Nagpur, Maharashtra, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

Mamata claims EC deleted 8L names
The chief minister 

demanded that physical 
copies of the 

supplementary list 
published online be 
immediately made 

available so that the 
information on the 

deletion fi gure 
could be verifi ed
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MULLALLY CREATES CHURCH HISTORY
Sarah Mullally will be enthroned as the Church 
of England's fi rst female Archbishop of Canter-
bury and spiritual leader of 85 million Angli-
cans worldwide in a ceremony mixing tradition 
with global symbolism at Canterbury Cathedral 
Wednesday. "I recognise the signifi cance of 
being the fi rst female Archbishop," she said 
in an interview before the service, adding the 
ceremony would feature women's voices

Every bomb that falls in 
the Middle East hits the 
wallets of our families. 
It's not fair that someone 
sets fi re to the world and 
the rest of us have to 
swallow the ashes
PEDRO SANCHEZ  | 
PM, SPAIN

China seeks action 
over Tokyo breach
Beijing: China's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Wednesday 
demanded that Japan 
conduct an investigation 
into and severely punish an 
offi cer from the Self-Defense 
Forces who was arrested on 
suspicion of breaking into the 
Chinese embassy in Tokyo. 
The suspect, identifi ed by 
Tokyo's Metropolitan Police 
Department as 23-year-old 
Kodai Murata, allegedly 
scaled the embassy wall 
carrying an 18cm (7-inch) 
knife. Minoru Kihara, 
Japan's top government 
spokesperson, called the 
incident "regrettable" and said 
the government would take 
measures to prevent it from 
happening again. "I understand 
that the police are continuing 

their investigation to clarify the 
incident and have already taken 
necessary security measures, 
such as increasing the number 
of police offi cers assigned to 
guard the Chinese embassy in 
Tokyo," Kihara said. 

Drone strike disrupts 
care for millions
Cairo: More than 2 million 
people in Sudan's Darfur 
region have been left without 
proper medical care after a 
drone strike last week took a 
major hospital out of service, 
the World Health Organisation 
and a senior aid offi cial say. 
The strike, blamed on the 
military, killed 70 people and 
wrecked Al Daein Teaching 
Hospital, which had served 
people across the province of 
East Darfur. Satellite imagery 
released Wednesday showed 
extensive damage to the 
hospital. The army has denied 
targeting the medical facility, 
which is in an area controlled 
by the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces. The group 
has been fi ghting against 
the Sudanese military since 
April 2023 in a war that has 
pushed parts of the country 
into famine and is marked by 
widespread atrocities.

Bus plunges into river 
with 40 onboard
Dhaka: A bus carrying at 
least 40 people Wednesday 
plunged into a river in 
Bangladesh as it attempted to 
get onboard a transport ferry, 
with offi cials saying many 
passengers suspected missing. 
The accident happened in 
southwestern Rajbari at the 
Dauladia terminal when the 
bus fell into the Padma River 
at about 5.15 pm, offi cials said. 
"According to our primary 
information, the Dhaka-bound 
bus was carrying 40 passengers 
when it plunged into the river 
while getting onboard a ferry at 
the (Dauladia) terminal," a river 
police offi cial at the scene told 
reporters.

We have 
received 
numerous 

requests from 
Asian countries 
that were receiving 
supplies, and 
supply chains that were interrupt-
ed, and we are currently actively 
working on developing contracts 
for the supply of energy resources 
from the Russian Federation

SERGEI TSIVILYOV  | ENERGY MINISTER, RUSSIA

If this confl ict 
continues, 
it will send 

shockwaves across 
the globe, and fam-
ilies who already 
cannot afford their 
next meal will be hit the hardest. 
Without an adequately funded 
humanitarian response, it could 
spell catastrophe for millions 
already on the edge

CARL SKAU  | DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, WFP

If oil and gas 
prices con-
tinue to rise, 

the response of 
fi rms and workers 
may be faster than 
last time

CHRISTINE LAGARDE  | PRESIDENT, ECB 

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Dhaka, March 25: Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Tarique 
Rahman has termed the geno-
cide of March 25, 1971 as a 
"pre-planned" massacre and 
appealed to build a state and 
society of "equality, human 
dignity and social justice," in 
the spirit of the Liberation War.

Calling it as "one of the most 
disgraceful and brutal days" 
in the history of Bangladesh, 
Rahman, in a message on X, al-
so said it is essential to know 
about the genocide of March 25 
to convey the value and signif-
icance of independence to the 
present and future generations.

The Pakistani army launched 
'Operation Searchlight' March 
25, 1971 to suppress the Bengali 
people's calls for self-determina-
tion in erstwhile East Pakistan, 

killing over 20,000 people in 
Dhaka alone. Offi cially, three 
million people were killed in 
the subsequent nine-month 
Liberation War.Bangladesh 
observes Genocide Day to pay 
homage to the victims.

Rahman's message Tuesday, 
on the eve of the Genocide Re-
membrance Day, said: "The 
genocide of 25 March was a pre-
planned massacre. Why this or-
ganised killing spree could not 
be resisted remains a matter of 
historical research regarding 
the visible role of the political 
leadership of that time."

Recalling the events of "that 
dark night," Rahman said the 
Pakistani occupation forces 
carried out one of the most 
heinous genocides in history 
against the unarmed people of 
Bangladesh in the name of 'Op-
eration Searchlight'.

"They indiscriminately 
opened fi re on teachers, intel-
lectuals and innocent civilians 
at various places, including 
Dhaka University, Pilkhana 
and Rajarbagh Police Lines, 
killing many people," the prime 
minister described.

Calling it as a "pre-planned 
massacre," and raising ques-
tions as to why the organised 
killing spree could not be resist-
ed at that time, Rahman further 
said, "On the night of 25 March, 
the 8th East Bengal Regiment in 
Chattogram formally initiated 

armed resistance against the 
genocide by declaring 'We Re-
volt'. Through this resistance to 
genocide, the long nine-month 
armed Liberation War began."

"To convey the value and 
signifi cance of independence 
to the present and future gen-
erations, it is essential to know 
about the genocide of 25 March 
as well," he said.

The war in 1971 that broke 
out after the sudden crack-

down at midnight March 25, 
1971 by the Pakistani troops, 
ended December 16. As part 
of the crackdown in what was 
then east Pakistan, they also 
arrested Bangladesh's founding 
father Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
and took him to what was then 
called West Pakistan.

The crackdown prompted 
Bengali soldiers in the Paki-
stani army and policemen to 
revolt while tens of thousands 
of ordinary people including 
college and university stu-
dents and peasants joined 
the Liberation War, crucially 
backed by India.

Pakistan conceded defeat in 
December 1971 and uncondi-
tionally surrendered in Dhaka 
to the allied forces comprising 
the freedom fi ghters and Indian 
soldiers. Bangladesh celebrates 
Independence Day March 26.

B’desh PM calls 1971 genocide as ‘pre-planned massacre’
The Pakistani army launched 'Operation Searchlight' March 25, 1971 to suppress the Bengali people's calls for self-determination in erstwhile 

East Pakistan, killing over 20,000 people in Dhaka alone. Offi cially, three million people were killed in the subsequent nine-month Liberation War
Let us all strive to honour 
the sacrifi ces of the martyrs 
by establishing in the state 

and society the spirit of the great 
Liberation War - equality, human 
dignity and social justice. Let 
us work together to build a just, 
developed, prosperous, self-reliant 
and democratic Bangladesh

TARIQUE RAHMAN | 
PRIME MINISTER, BANGLADESH

REUTERS

Copenhagen, March 25: Den-
mark's Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen handed in her co-
alition government's resigna-
tion Wednesday after suffering 
a massive election defeat, but 

could still emerge as leader of 
a new cabinet in the coming 
weeks.

Analysts say the result was 
a voter revolt over broken eco-
nomic promises of the outgoing 
centrist government and a sign 
that the electorate was tired of 
Frederiksen as a leader after 
seven years in power.

Frederiksen's Social Demo-
cratic Party had its worst elec-
tion since 1903 Tuesday, win-
ning just 38 seats in the 179-seat 
parliament - down from 50 four 
years ago - amid voter concerns 
over the environment, the cost-
of-living crisis and welfare.

Such domestic policy is-
sues overshadowed the sup-
port gained from Frederik-
sen's defiant stance to-
wards US President Donald 
Trump's repeated ambi-
tions to acquire Denmark's 
semi-autonomous territory 
Greenland, analysts said.

"This loss was larger than 
you could explain just by the 
cost of ruling," said Rune 
Stubager, a political scientist 
at Aarhus University.

Denmark’s Frederiksen faces 
tough coalition talks to stay PM

FREDERIKSEN'S SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATS HAD WORST 

RESULT SINCE 1903

PM STILL LEADS BIGGEST
 PARTY AND IS FAVOURITE 

FOR THIRD TERM

LEFT- AND RIGHT-WING PARTY 
BLOCS BOTH SHORT 

OF A MAJORITY

CENTRIST MODERATES ARE 
LIKELY KINGMAKERS IN 

COALITION TALKS

REUTERS

Jerusalem, March 25: Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is racing to pass a 
state budget and stave off early 
elections he would likely lose, 
with the war in Iran 
so far doing little to 
improve his stand-
ing in the polls.

In the war's fi rst 
days, Netanyahu's 
camp saw a chance 
for his right-wing 
coalition to capital-
ize on the opening 
salvo that killed 
Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei by hold-
ing elections ahead 
of an expected Oc-
tober date, a source 
familiar with Netanyahu's po-
litical strategy said.

One way to force snap elec-
tions would be to let parlia-
ment fail to pass the budget 
by March 31, which under Is-
raeli law would trigger a vote 
within 90 days. As US-Israe-
li strikes killed a host of top 
Iranian figures, some of Net-
anyahu's confidants publicly 
floated the idea of a June vote.

But nearly four weeks into a 

war that has so far failed to 
achieve a stated objective of 
toppling Iran's clerical rul-
ers, Israel's longest-serving 
prime minister is looking to 
stave off early elections, three 
members of his government 
told Reuters.

That effort to avoid an early 
contest has included allocat-
ing funds to political allies to 
secure a majority vote for the 
budget in parliament, and rush-
ing it through the chamber's 
Finance Committee to meet 
next week's deadline.

Netanyahu's political spokes-
person did not respond to a re-
quest for comment.

In public remarks since 2023, 
Netanyahu has con-
sistently rejected 
calls to bring elec-
tions forward at a 
time of war.

"I hope the govern-
ment fulfi ls its term 
... meaning elections 
in September or Oc-
tober," Netanyahu 
told reporters on 
March 12, saying 
that he had appealed 
to allies to be respon-
sible at a time of 
war and pass the 

defence-heavy $225 billion 
budget.

For Netanyahu, the war 
has helped him pivot atten-
tion away from Gaza and to-
ward his joint campaign with 
the US against Iran, where 
national consensus is stron-
gest. Surveys have shown 
wide support among Israelis 
for a war that Netanyahu 
says is meant to eliminate 
an existential threat.

Netanyahu seeks 
to avoid snap vote

Iran war gives no boost in polls

REUTERS

Geneva, March 25: Gulf Ar-
ab states told the UN Human 
Rights Council Wednesday 
they face an existential threat 
from Iran as they condemned 
Iranian attacks on their infra-
structure, which the UN rights 
chief said might constitute war 
crimes.

The nearly month-long US-Is-
raeli war on Iran has sparked 
large-scale Iranian retaliation 
in the form of drone and mis-
sile strikes on energy and ci-
vilian infrastructure in Gulf 
countries, killing civilians and 
driving up oil prices.

"We are seeing an existen-
tial threat to international 
and regional security. This 
aggressive approach is un-
dermining international law 
and sovereignty," Kuwait's 
ambassador Naser Abdullah 
HM Alhayen told the Gene-
va-based council. Other Gulf 
states also denounced Iran's 
actions which they said were 
designed to spread terror.

Countries at the 47-member 
council will vote on a motion 
condemning Iran's strikes, 
asking Iran for reparation and 
asking the UN rights chief to 
monitor the situation.

Iran defended its actions, 
saying more than 1,500 civil-
ians had been killed in the 
US-Israeli strikes so far. "We 
fight on behalf of all of you 
against an enemy that, if not 
restrained today, will be be-
yond containment tomorrow," 
said Iran's ambassador to the 
UN in Geneva Ali Bahreini, 

referring to Israel.
Iran has called for its own 

emergency session on a fatal 
strike on a primary school 
which will take place Friday.

The United Nations' top 

rights offi cial Volker Turk 
Wednesday urged states to end 
the Iran confl ict, describing the 
situation as extremely danger-
ous and unpredictable.

"This confl ict has an unprece-
dented power to ensnare coun-
tries across borders and around 
the world," he said.

"Attacks on civilians and 
civilian infrastructure must 
end. If they are deliberate, 
such attacks may constitute 
war crimes."

US-IRAN WAR

Strikes pose ‘existential 
threat’, Gulf states to UN

NETANYAHU CAMP 
FLOATED EARLY VOTE 

HOPING FOR IRAN BOOST

POLLS PREDICT 
NETANYAHU ELECTION 

LOSS, UNCHANGED 
SINCE WAR

NETANYAHU RACES 
TO PASS BUDGET AND 
AVERT SNAP ELECTION

BUDGET MUST BE 
PASSED BY MARCH 31

UN RIGHTS CHIEF 
SAYS CIVILIAN 

ATTACKS MAY BE 
WAR CRIMES

IRAN CLAIMS 1,500 
CIVILIAN DEATHS 

FROM U.S.-ISRAELI 
STRIKES

GULF STATES 
DENOUNCE ATTACKS 

ON ENERGY AND 
AIRPORTS

Lebanon death toll mounts to 1,094

Israeli strikes have killed 1,094 people in Lebanon since war began, 
the Lebanese Health Ministry said Wednesday. A total of 22 people 

had been killed over the past 24 hours. At least 121 children and 81 
women were among the dead in Lebanon, the ministry said. It said 153 
people were also wounded over the past day, raising the total number 
of injured to 3,119. Earlier, mourners gathered Wednesday in the 
coastal city of Tyre in southern Lebanon to bury a paramedic killed in 
an Israeli airstrike. Ahmed Ibrahim Deeb was a fi rst responder with 
the civil defence team affi liated with the Amal Movement, a Shiite 
political party allied with Hezbollah. Lebanon's health ministry said 
Wednesday that Israeli strikes have killed 42 paramedics since the 
resurgence of war between Israel and Hezbollah March 2.

We are seeing an existential 
threat to international and 
regional security. This ag-

gressive approach is undermining 
international law and sovereignty

NASER ABDULLAH HM ALHAYEN | KUWAIT'S 
AMBASSADOR TO THE UN

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Sao Paulo, March 25: Brazil's 
former President Jair Bolson-
aro will continue to serve his 
27-year sentence for a coup 
attempt at home instead of in 
prison due to failing health, a 
judge ruled.

Supreme Court Justice Al-
exandre de Moraes on Tues-
day allowed the 71-year-old 
to return to his residence in 
capital Brasilia after he is 
discharged from the hospital, 
but he argued in his decision 
that he will review the case 
within 90 days.

Bolsonaro will wear an an-
kle monitor and is not allowed 
to use cellphones, the judge 
ruled. Local police will surveil 
his house in a gated commu-
nity, where protesters are not 
allowed to gather. Bolsonaro 
is not allowed any visitors 
except for doctors and family 
members.

The embattled leader has 
been hospitalised since March 
13 for pneumonia, one of sever-
al health problems he has faced 
since he was stabbed by a man 
in 2018 before he was elected 
president.

His house imprisonment 
could be extended after an-
other medical report. Legal 
experts say it is rare for Bra-
zilian judges to establish lim-
its for house imprisonment 
measures, which are also 
hard to be revoked.

Historically, Brazil's Su-
preme Court has only re-
versed house arrest if a 
detainee's health improves 
dramatically or if there's 
violation of the established 
rules, such as not making 
public statements, posting 
on social media or giving in-
terviews to the media.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Lahore, March 25: Police in 
several districts of Pakistan's 
Punjab province barred the Ah-
madi minority community from 
performing their religious rites 
on Eid, Jamaat Ahmadiyya Pa-
kistan (JAP) said Wednesday.

The JAP, in a statement is-
sued here, cited purported gov-
ernment orders and said Punjab 
police forcibly evacuated Ahma-
di places of worship in different 
districts Saturday and locked 
them, directly violating both the 
Constitution of Pakistan and the 
Supreme Court jurisprudence.

"The police barred Ahmad-
is from carrying out religious 
practices on the occasion of Eid-
ul-fi tr in Gujranwala, Sialkot, 
Faisalabad and Sargodha dis-
tricts of Punjab," JAP spokes-
man Amir Mahmood said.

He said the act of not let-
ting Ahmadis carry out their 
religious practices within the 
confines of four walls was a 
grave violation of the Su-
preme Court's order.

MINORITY DISCRIMINATION

Ahmadis in Pak’s Punjab 
barred from performing 
religious rites on Eid

Brazil’s Bolsonaro to 
serve sentence at 
home due to ill health

In this photo released by Belarus' Presidential Press Service, North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, and 
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, center, walk during offi cial meeting ceremony in Pyongyang, 
North Korea, Wednesday  PTI PHOTO

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un met Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko in Pyongyang Wednesday with a 
white-horse cavalry and 21-gun salute, cementing ties between two close allies of Russia's Vladimir Putin. Kim has 

provided Moscow with millions of rounds of ammunition for its war in Ukraine and sent troops to help Russia expel 
Ukrainian forces who invaded its western Kursk region. Lukashenko allowed Belarus to be used as a launchpad for 
Russia's invasion in February 2022, and subsequently agreed to host Russian tactical nuclear missiles on its territory, 
which borders three NATO alliance countries. Kim greeted Lukashenko with an embrace and laid on a lavish welcome 
ceremony with ranks of soldiers, cavalry and the gun salute after fl ag-waving children had cheered his arrival at the 
airport. Lukashenko's foreign minister, Maxim Ryzhenkov, told Belarusian state media that the two sides would sign a 
friendship and cooperation treaty during the two-day visit. North Korea and Belarus have withstood years of external 
economic pressure: the former is under UN sanctions because of its nuclear and ballistic missile programmes and 
the latter is subject to Western sanctions over its human rights record and backing for Putin in Ukraine.

N Korea’s Kim welcomes Lukashenko with fanfare
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business
SCAM CRACKDOWN: GOOGLE TO 
LABEL VERIFIED INVESTMENT APPS 
Alphabets's Google will label verifi ed 
investment apps on its app store in In-
dia, a move aimed at helping users spot 
legitimate trading platforms and avoid 
scams, a senior offi cial at the country's 
markets regulator Securities and Ex-
change Board of India said Wednesday

India's households and 
temples together hold an 
estimated 50,000 tonnes of 
gold valued at roughly $10 
trillion largely outside the 
formal fi nancial system
SRIRAM KRISHNAN | CHIEF BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, NATIONAL STOCK 
EXCHANGE

Jio engages investors 
for 8% stake sale
Hong Kong/New Delhi: Indian 
billionaire Mukesh Ambani's 
Reliance Jio Platforms has 
held talks with 13 marquee 
foreign investors to sell down 
8% of individual stakes in an 
upcoming Mumbai listing of 
the telecoms-to-AI company, 
sources familiar with the 
matter said. Ambani's Jio 
Platforms, which houses the 
world's second-largest telecom 
company by users after China 
Mobile, is set to fi le for approval 
of its IPO in Mumbai as early 
as this week. Big investors on 
the list include Meta, with a 
stake of 9.99%, and Google, 
with 7.73%, followed by Vista 
Equity Partners and KKR. Three 
Gulf sovereign funds, the Public 
Investment Fund, Mubadala and 
Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 
are also investors. The stake 
sale "would be around 8% for 
everyone," said one of the 
two sources involved in the 
IPO process, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity as the 
discussions were confi dential. 
While the talks have focused 
on each investor selling 8% of 
its holding, the fi nal numbers 
could still change. In 2020, 
Jio Platforms raised more 
than $20.5 billion from stake 
sales to foreign investors. In 
November, investment bank 
Jefferies estimated Reliance 
Jio's valuation at $180 billion. 
Sources told Reuters in January 
the IPO could be worth as 
much as $4 billion, though fi nal 
numbers will only be decided 
later.

Sunil set to retire as 
Airtel Africa Chairman
New Delhi: Airtel Africa 
Wednesday said Sunil 
Bharti Mittal will retire as 
Chairman of the board at the 
conclusion of the company's 
AGM in July 2026. Gopal Vittal 
has been appointed as the 
Non-Executive Chairman 
with effect from the same 
date while Shravin Bharti 
Mittal will assume the role of 
Deputy Chair. Shravin Mittal's 
taking charge as Deputy 
Chair will ensure continuity 
with the founding family and 
signifi cant shareholder in 
Airtel Africa, which provides 
telecommunications and 
mobile money services in 14 
countries across Africa. "Sunil 
Bharti Mittal has informed 
the Board of his intention to 
retire as Chair of the Board at 
the conclusion of this year's 
AGM in July 2026," it said in a 
statement. Mittal has served 
as Chair since listing in 2019, 
Airtel Africa said, adding that 
the "board thanks him for his 
leadership and contribution 
during this period". Vittal 
is an established telecom 
leader who led Bharti Airtel 
to a life-time high revenue 
market share in an intensely 
competitive market and is 
the current Board Chair of 
the GSMA.

SHORT TAKES

In 2025, our 
researchers 
even found 

out that attackers 
are mimicking 
popular collabo-
ration tools like 
Microsoft Teams and Google Drive 
to trick users into downloading 
malware, ultimately stealing login 
credentials, banking information, 
and sensitive personal data

ADRIAN HIA | MD FOR ASIA PACIFIC, KASPERSKY

India's 
workforce 
dynamics 

are increasingly 
shaped by struc-
tural and policy-led 
shifts rather than 
cyclical demand

BALASUBRAMANIAN A  | SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT, 
TEAMLEASE SERVICES 

uoteuuu
In CY 2025, 
the company 
set a record 

by dispatching 
over 5.85 lakh ve-
hicles through rail-
ways. Interestingly, 
in the past decade, our share of 
rail mode in outbound logistics has 
grown exponentially, from 5 per 
cent in 2016 to 26 per cent in 2025

HISASHI TAKEUCHI | 
MD & CEO MARUTI SUZUKI INDIA 

REUTERS

Singapore, March 25: India 
has pushed back by a year its 
plan for coal-fi red power plants 
to lower output when solar gen-
eration is high, as regulators 
work out how to compensate for 
the higher costs of retrofi tting 
entailed, documents reviewed 
by Reuters show.

Analysts say lack of fl exible 
generation of coal power as In-
dia expands renewable capac-
ity threatens to waste green 
investments, swell compensa-
tion costs and boost emissions 
from greater coal use that could 
otherwise have been avoided.

The move comes at a time 
when the world's second larg-
est user of coal is curbing so-

lar output for lack of dedicated 
transmission lines, while coal-
fi red capacity wrestles with 
operational constraints.

Solar generators told to cut 
output as India's coal plants 
could not ramp down could 
get compensation of as much 
as $76 million for the eight 
months ended December, ener-
gy think-tank Ember estimates, 
a cost that will be passed on to 
consumers.

Government offi cials blamed 
the delay of a year on the ab-
sence of rules to compensate 
coal plants for higher costs of 
maintenance and retrofi tting 
needed to cut the minimum 
use rate to 40% from 55%, the 
minutes of a January 16 meet-
ing showed.

Retrofi tting coal plants 
would swell tariffs by as little 
as Rs 0.28 to Rs 0.60 per kilo-
watt-hour, versus Rs 5.76 to Rs 
6.04 for battery storage, making 
fl exible coal at least 10 times 

cheaper, the Central Electrici-
ty Authority (CEA) said at the 
meeting.

India's power ministry did 
not respond to requests seeking 
comment.

CHINA'S MORE AMBITIOUS 
COAL PHASEDOWN

Unveiled in 2023 with its 
fi rst phase making slow prog-
ress, the plan is less ambitious 
than efforts by China, which 
last year cut the minimum 
coal plant utilisation rate to a 
range of 25% to 40% from 50% 
to 60% to boost renewables 
use.

Indian state coal plant oper-
ator NTPC warned the Janu-
ary meeting against "acceler-
ated wear and tear of critical 
equipment" that stems from 
operating at minimum loads 
of 40%.

NTPC urged "detailed stud-
ies" on ways to cut use to avoid 
such damage, adding that its 
new project contracts included 

the 40% requirement.
But CEA offi cials respond-

ed that other countries' coal 
plants running at lower levels 
of output have been shown to 
operate safely if properly ret-
rofi tted.

The federal regulator has 
yet to approve the higher 
maintenance costs proposed 
by CEA, citing lack of opera-
tional data, the agency's pre-
sentation showed.

Senior offi cials of the federal 
power ministry, CEA, the fed-
eral regulator, the grid opera-
tor, NTPC and industry lobby 
group Association of Power 
Producers agreed to study the 
impact of the plan based on lat-
est cost estimates, the minutes 
showed.

India delays coal fl exibility plan as solar power curbs rise
Plan seeks to cut minimum coal 

output to 40% from 55%

Regulators yet to agree on coal 
compensation rules

Delay risks wasted solar 
investment, higher emissions

Top coal user China has more 
ambitious plans to cut

REUTERS

New Delhi, March 25: India 
has bought its fi rst cargo of Ira-
nian liquefi ed petroleum gas 
in years after the US temporar-
ily removed sanctions on Teh-
ran's oil and refi ned fuels, LSG 
trade fl ows and three industry 
sources said.

India had shunned energy 
purchases from Iran in 2019 
under pressure from Western 
sanctions. The tanker was ini-
tially bound for China, accord-
ing to LSEG data.

Sanctioned tanker Aurora 
carrying Iranian LPG is 
expected to shortly 
reach the west 
coast port of 
Mangalore, the 
sources said 
and LSEG data 
showed.

The South 
Asian nation 
has been hit hard 
by the disruption 
of energy shipments 
via the Strait of Hormuz 
caused by the US-Israeli war 
with Iran.

THREE RETAILERS TO SHARE 
LPG CARGO

The Iranian LPG cargo will 
be shared among the three fu-
el retailers, Indian Oil Corp, 
Bharat Petroleum Corp, and 
Hindustan Petroleum Corp.

The cargo has been pur-
chased from a trader, and pay-
ment will be made in rupees, 
the sources said, adding India 
is exploring buying more Ira-

nian LPG cargoes.
Still, an offi cial said he was 

not aware of Iranian cargoes 
being bought.

"(There are) no loaded car-
goes from Iran, we have not 
heard of that," said Rajesh 
Kumar Sinha, special secre-
tary in the federal shipping 
ministry said Wednesday at 
a press conference. The three 
companies and India's oil min-
istry did not immediately re-
spond to Reuters requests for 
comments.

MOST OF IMPORTED LPG FROM 
MIDDLE EAST

The world's sec-
ond-largest LPG 

importer is bat-
tling its worst 
gas crisis in 
decades with 
the govern-
ment cutting 
supplies for in-

dustries to shield 
households from 

any shortage of 
cooking gas.

India consumed 33.15 million 
metric tons of LPG, or cooking 
gas, last year, with imports 
accounting for about 60% of 
demand. About 90% of those 
imports came from the Middle 
East. India is gradually moving 
out its stranded LPG cargoes 
from the Strait of Hormuz, 
with four LPG tankers moved 
so far--Shivalik, Nanda Devi, 
Pine Gas, and Jag Vasant.

India is also loading LPG on-
to its empty vessels stranded 
in the Persian Gulf.

India buys first Iran 
LPG cargo in years

US EASES SANCTIONS

India had shunned energy purchases from Iran 
in 2019 under pressure from Western sanctions

India 
buys Iranian 

LPG cargo after US 
sanctions eased

LPG shipment diverted 
from China to India 

amid shortages

Cargo to be shared among 
state fuel retailers 

nationwide

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 25: With a 
rebound in the stock market, in-
vestors' wealth have surged by Rs 
15.80 lakh crore in two days fol-
lowing a sharp decline in crude 
oil prices and hopes of de-escala-
tion in the West Asia war.

Stock markets have been 
rallying for the past two trad-
ing days, with the BSE Sensex 
climbing 2,577.06 points or 
3.54 per cent. On Wednesday, 
the 30-share BSE benchmark 
jumped 1,205 points or 1.63 per 
cent to settle at 75,273.45.

Thanks to optimism in inves-
tors' sentiment, the market cap-
italisation of BSE-listed com-
panies climbed Rs 15,80,204.92 
crore to Rs 4,31,01,834.74 crore 
($4.59 trillion) in two days.

"Indian equities extended 
their recovery for the second 
consecutive session, sup-
ported by improving global 
cues and emerging hopes of 
a potential de-escalation in 
the ongoing Iran confl ict," 
Siddhartha Khemka - Head 
of Research, Wealth Manage-

ment, Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services Ltd, said.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, tanked 6.16 per 
cent to $97.79 per barrel.

"Markets continued to build 
on the previous day's momen-
tum as global risk sentiment 
improved, with hopes of peace 
emerging on the radar. Poten-

tial diplomatic progress be-
tween the US and Iran-despite 
mixed geopolitical commentary 
- led to easing crude oil prices 
below USD100, which was wel-
comed by the market," Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's benchmark Kospi, Japan's 

Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai's 
SSE Composite index and Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng index ended 
higher. Markets in Europe 
were trading in the positive 
territory.

From the 30-Sensex fi rms, Ul-
traTech Cement, Bajaj Finance, 
Larsen & Toubro, Titan, Inter-
Globe Aviation and Trent were 
the biggest gainers on Wednes-
day. Tech Mahindra, Power 
Grid, Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices and Bharat Electronics 
were the laggards.

The BSE SmallCap Select in-
dex jumped 3.05 per cent and 
MidCap Select index climbed 
2.50 per cent.

All sectoral indices ended 
higher. BSE MidSmall Private 
Banks Quality Tilt surged 3.70 
per cent, followed by commod-
ities (2.75 per cent), PSU Bank 
(2.61 per cent), realty (2.53 per 
cent), metal (2.51 per cent), 
industrials (2.49 per cent) and 
services (2.42 per cent).

A total of 2,959 stocks ad-
vanced, while 1,357 declined 
and 156 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, March 25: Pre-
cious metals rallied by up to 
5 per cent, with silver soaring 
by Rs 11,250 to Rs 2.41 lakh per 
kilogram, while gold climbed 
to Rs 1.49 lakh per 10 grams in 
the national capital Wednesday 
amid strong global trends.

According to the All India 
Sarafa Association, the white 
metal surged by Rs 11,250, or 
4.89 per cent, to Rs 2,41,250 per 
kg (inclusive of all taxes) from 
Tuesday's closing level of Rs 
2,30,000 per kg.

Gold of 99.9 per cent purity 
also increased by Rs 4,900, or 
3.38 per cent, to Rs 1,49,700 per 
10 grams (inclusive of all taxes). 
The yellow metal had settled at 
Rs 1,44,800 per 10 grams in the 
bullion market.

Gold prices rose in the do-
mestic markets Wednesday 
marking a strong recovery in 
recent sessions bolstered by im-
proved geopolitical sentiment 
that contributed to a decline in 
oil prices, Saumil Gandhi, Se-
nior Analyst of Commodities at 
HDFC Securities, said.

In the international mar-
ket, spot gold gained $82.17, or 
nearly 2 per cent, to $4,556.55 
per ounce, while silver was 
trading 2 per cent higher at 
$72.67 per ounce. Spot gold 
extended gains for the second 
straight day at around $4,550 
per ounce as investors turned 
hopeful about a possible Iran 
ceasefi re with the US, which 
has brought crude oil and dol-
lar down, Praveen Singh, Re-
search Analyst at Mirae Asset 
ShareKhan, said.

Investors’ wealth zooms by `15.80L-crTWO-DAY 
BOOST

STRONG GLOBAL CUES

Sensex jumped 1,205 points or 
1.63 per cent to settle at 75,273.45

Nifty surged 394.05 points or 1.72 
per cent to end at 23,306.45
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Mumbai, March 25: The 
Reserve Bank Wednesday 
rejected all bids for treasury 
bills offered at auction, as 
investors demanded yields 
that were 0.05-0.10 percentage 
points higher than those seen 
in previous auctions amid 
tight liquidity conditions in 
the banking system, market 
participants said.

This is the second time in 
over 13 months that the RBI has 
rejected bids. The last time it 
had rejected bids for 91-day and 
182-day treasury bills during an 
auction February 21, 2025.

"Tight liquidity in the bank-

ing system has prompted 
investors to bid 0.05-
0.10 per cent high-
er cut-off yields 
at the auction, 
which the RBI 
rejected," said 
Balasubrama-
nian R, head of 
treasury at Dhan-
laxmi Bank.

The Government 
of India issues treasury 
bills (T-bills) as money market 
instruments that function as 
promissory notes, guarantee-
ing repayment at a later date.

Typically, banks, pri-
mary dealers, retail 

investors, and in-
stitutional inves-
tors participate 
in these auc-
tions.

Treasury bills 
are short-term 

borrowing in-
struments with ma-

turities of up to 364 
days and are issued at a 

discount to their face value, 
carrying no periodic interest 
payments.

Over the past three weeks, 

the cut-off yields on treasury 
bills have risen by about 0.03 
percentage points each for 
the 91-day and 182-day ten-
ures, and by 0.06 percentage 
points for the 364-day tenor, 
reflecting persistent tightness 
in systemic liquidity.

Liquidity conditions in the 
banking system have been 

strained in recent weeks due 
to outfl ows related to advance 
tax and goods and services tax 
(GST) payments. In response, 
the RBI has injected transient 
liquidity through variable rate 
repo (VRR) auctions to support 
the system, which has slipped 
into defi cit.

The central bank has infused 
a transient liquidity amounting 
to Rs 2.08 lakh crore into the 
banking system through VRR 
auctions of various tenures.

Market participants expect 
the RBI to conduct additional 
VRR auctions in the coming 
days to ease liquidity pres-
sures and stabilise short-term 
interest rates.

RBI rejects all bids at treasury bills auction 
Tight liquidity in the 
banking system 
has prompted 

investors to bid 0.05-0.10 
per cent higher cut-off 
yields at the auction, 
which the RBI rejected
BALASUBRAMANIAN R | HEAD OF TREASURY, 
DHANLAXMI BANK

INVESTORS DEMAND HIGH RETURNS

Silver surges to 2.41L/kg, 
gold jumps to 1.49L/10gsREUTERS

Washington, March 25: Spill-
overs from war in the Middle 
East threaten to push the rupee 
past 98 per dollar and hurt In-
dian stocks, according to ana-
lysts at Bernstein, highlighting 
the country's vulnerability to 
shocks stemming from a sharp 
rise in energy prices.

The fi rm's base case is for 
hostilities in the Middle East to 
conclude within a month, while 
its bear case bakes in the war 
extending for a year.

If the confl ict lasts much of 
2026, "the repercussions could 
be catastrophic," Bernstein 
analysts' Venugopal Garre and 
Nikhil Arela said in a Wednes-
day note, citing supply risks, 
double-digit infl ation and eco-
nomic growth in the 2%-3% 
range. The base case would 
leave India's benchmark Nifty 
50 at around 26,000 by year-end, 
a 2% cut from Bernstein's earli-
er target. The bearish scenario, 
meanwhile, could push the in-
dex below the 20,000 mark and 
weaken the rupee beyond 110 
to the dollar, which would be 
about 17% weaker than current 
levels of near 94.

Even if a lengthy confl ict is 

avoided, the Bernstein analysts 
see a realistic chance of the ru-
pee breaching 98 per dollar this 
year, with pressure primarily 
stemming from India's current 
account balance, which for the 
fi nal quarter of fi scal year 2025-
26 is expected to be in a defi cit.

"One thing looks increasing-
ly possible: if the crude levels 
sustain even in April, India will 
see its fi rst real test in (the) last 
12-13 years," the note said.

India's Nifty and Sensex have 
both lost 7% in March, while 
the rupee has hit successive re-
cord lows since the start of the 
US-Israeli war with Iran, which 
sent crude oil prices surging 

and severely disrupted energy 
exports from the Middle East.

The worst-case scenario, 
according to Bernstein, would 
resemble India's experience af-
ter the Great Financial Crisis of 
2008 which led to a sharp cut in 
India's economic growth, sent 
infl ation soaring and sparked a 
sharp depreciation in the local 
currency.

"In the end, it all boils down 
to geopolitics rather than fun-
damentals, since those start dic-
tating the markets overwhelm-
ingly during times of distress 
like these, and fundamentals 
go out the window," the fi rm's 
India strategy note said.

Bernstein warns ` could breach 98/$



event with the national indoor 
best performance of 5.30m. He 
went for the national record 
(outdoor and indoor combined) 
but failed to clear 5.41m in three 
attempts.

Dev Meena's one-year-old na-
tional record of 5.40m remained 
intact. Competing in his maid-
en indoor event, the 24-year-old 
Reegan opened with 4.95m and 
then 5.10m, before progressing 
to 5.20m and 5.30m.

The two-day event was 
marked by a strong push for 
improving personal bests in 
the 60m, high jump, and 800m 
disciplines. 

The competition strengthens 
India's indoor athletics infra-
structure and prepares ath-
letes for international events. 
Notably, Bhubaneswar was 
announced as the host city for 
the 2028 World Indoor Athletics 
Championships.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 25: Ace 
Punjab sprinter Gurindervir 
Singh claimed the men's 60m 
gold in a national record time 
after pre-race favourite An-
imesh Kujur was disqualifi ed 
in a dramatic fi nal on the con-
cluding day of the inaugural Na-
tional Indoor Athletics Champi-
onships here Wednesday.

In a fi tting end to the two-
day championships, the men's 
60m fi nal race lived up to the 
expectations, as Gurindervir, 
who was representing Reliance 
Foundation and running his 
maiden indoor race, emerged as 
the fastest runner of the meet.

The 25-year-old Gurindervir, 
a former 100m outdoor national 
record holder, clocked 6.60 sec-
onds to better the earlier nation-
al indoor best of 6.67 seconds 
which has been in the name of 
Elakiya Dasan of Tamil Nadu 
since 2018.

The Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI), however, does not 
maintain an offi cial list of na-
tional indoor records.

The race saw three false 
starts, with the third leading 
to local runner Animesh being 
shown a red card, much to the 
stunned silence of the sizable 
crowd at the 17,000-seater, state-
of-the-art indoor facility at the 
Kalinga Stadium complex.

Animesh, the national 100m 
and 200m outdoor national re-
cord holder, was seen speak-
ing to the race offi cials before 
leaving the fi eld of play disap-
pointed.

Lalu Prasad Bhoi of Odisha 
was second with 6.65 seconds 
while Nuzrat of Haryana was 
third with 6.71 seconds.

Besides Animesh, the two 
others who were disqualifi ed 
for false starts were Dondapati 
Mrutyam of Odisha and Nehal 
Sagar of Karnataka.

Gurindervir said later that he 
pleaded with the race offi cials 
to let Animesh run 
under protest, 
a request 

which 
would not 
have been 
possible under 
rules.

“He (An-
imesh) did a 
false start. I 
thought if he 
runs, I will also 
run better as 
there would be 
tough competi-
tion. The crowd 
was also his. 
It would have 
been better 
if he had 
run,” said 
Gurindervir.

“So I was 
saying to 
the race of-
fi cials that 
let him run 
under pro-
test.”

Asked 
if the three 
disqualifi -
cations af-
fected him, 
he said, "No, 
my job was 
to run my 
race. I was 
telling myself 
that it's okay 
if I even run 
alone.

He said the 
60m race is 
all about 

running fast fl at and 
not about thinking to 

catch someone later.
“It's a short dis-

tance. If someone 
goes ahead of you, you 
can't catch him. No one 
knows who will win. 
Even a world champion 
can lose. Start is import-

ant in 60m and then just 
run fast. I have a good 
block start.”

Gurindervir set a 
100m national record 
at the start of season 
last year but after 
that he struggled.

Asked if he has any 
regrets, he said, “Not 
yet. But sometimes it 
happens. It was about 
my appearance. 
Someone told me 
something. I will tell 
you when the time 
comes. Right now, 
I am over it. I don't 
want to say now 
and will remain a 
secret (for the time 
being).”

Meanwhile, 
Tamil Nadu's C 
Reegan won the 
gold in the men's 
pole vault 
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Liverpool (England), March 
25: Liverpool star Mohamed 
Salah announced that he will 
leave the English club at the 
end of the season, marking 
an earlier-than-planned de-
parture for one of the club's 
greatest-ever scor- ers 
and soccer's biggest 
names.

The 33-year-old 
Egypt forward, who 
has scored 255 goals 
in 435 appearanc-
es for Liverpool, 
"reached an agree-
ment" to quit the team 
a year before his 
contract was 
due to ex-
pire, the 
Premier 
League 
champions 
said Tues-
day.

Salah's 
form has 
dipped in his 
ninth year at 
Anfi eld, to such 

an extent that he was dropped 
for a stretch of games late last 
year - leading to the winger tell-
ing reporters in an impromptu 
interview that the club "has 
thrown me under the bus."

"Unfortunately the day has 
come," Salah said in a post on 
Instagram that was released 
around the same time as Liver-
pool published a 
six-para-
graph 
statement 
announc-
ing the 

imminent departure of a club 
great.

"I never imagined," he added, 
"how deeply this club, this city, 
these people would become part 
of my life. Liverpool is not just 
a football club. It's a passion, 
it's a history, it's a spirit. I can't 
explain in words to anyone not 
part of this club."

Liverpool describes Salah as 
one of its greatest players

It's a slightly acrimonious ex-
it for Salah, who has been the 

superstar name in Liv-
erpool's greatest team 
in a generation. He has 

won two Premier Leagues and 
a Champions League in a total 
of eight titles since joining from 
Roma in 2017, initially forming 
a devastating front three with 
Sadio Mane and Roberto Firmi-

no under manager Jurgen 
Klopp.

Salah is third in Liver-
pool's all-time scorers' list, 
behind Ian Rush and Rog-
er Hunt, and has won the 
Golden Boot - as the Pre-
mier League's top scorer 

- four times. 
Liverpool described Salah 

as "one of the greatest players 
in Liverpool's history" and said 

his time at Anfi eld had been 
"remarkable."

"Salah expressed his wish to 
make this announcement to the 
supporters at the earliest pos-
sible opportunity," Liverpool 
said, "to provide transparency 
about his future due to his re-
spect and gratitude for them."

There was no immediate 
word from Salah on his next 
club. Leaving as a free agent 
would mean Liverpool wouldn't 
collect a transfer fee. Salah was 
previously the subject of a bid 
from a Saudi team, reported-
ly Al-Ittihad, that was turned 
down in 2023.

'Egyptian King' Salah calls time on Liverpool
The 33-year-old forward is ending his nine-year tenure at Anfi eld after a record-breaking career
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I 
never 

imagined, how deeply 
this club, this city, these 

people would become part 
of my life. Liverpool is not just 
a football club. It's a passion, 

it's a history, it's a spirit. I can't 
explain in words to anyone 

not part of this club
MOHAMED SALAH | FORWARD, 

LIVERPOOL 

A CAREER ETCHED IN EXCELLENCE 
The number of Golden Boot awards won by Salah at Liverpool for being 
the top scorer in the Premier League, tied for the most with Arsenal great 
Thierry Henry. Salah's came in 2017-18, 2018-19, 2021-22 and 2024-25. 

The number of major titles won by Salah at Liverpool: two Premier League, 
one Champions League, one FA Cup, two League Cups, the Club World Cup 
and the UEFA Super Cup.

255: The number of goals Salah has scored at Liverpool, putting him 
third on its all-time list behind Ian Rush (346) and Roger Hunt (285).

435: The number of appearances made by Salah for Liverpool in all 
competitions.

4:
8: 
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435: 
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Raipur, March 25: Power-
house Karnataka showcased its 
supremacy in the pool, winning 
fi ve of the six gold medals on of-
fer, with Dhoneesh N making a 
splash in the men's 200m free-
style on the opening day of the 
inaugural Khelo India Tribal 
Games here Wednesday.

Dhoneesh clocked 2:03.55s, 
nearly seven seconds faster 
than state-mate Keerthan Sharat 
(2:10.99s), who fi nished second, 
while Bhaktish Kumre of Maha-
rashtra took bronze with a time 
of 2:14.73s.

After Day 1 of action, Karna-
taka led the table with seven 
medals, including fi ve gold, 
while Odisha were second with 
four medals, including one gold. 
Hosts Chhattisgarh were fourth 
with two medals.

Anjali Munda of Odisha also 
set the pool ablaze, clinching 
the Women's 200m Freestyle 
gold in 2:39.02s in a near photo 
fi nish with Karnataka's Nidhi S, 
who took silver in 2:39.09s. Sriya 
Padiami of Odisha (2:49.04s) fi n-
ished third.

Karnataka dominated virtual-
ly every event, with Manikanta 
L and Mehanjali clinching two 
gold medals each.

Manikanta won the men's 100m 
breaststroke gold in 1:07.41s, with 
Palash Thakur of Maharashtra 
(1:11.69s) fi nishing nearly four 
seconds behind in second place. 
Nikhil Xalco opened hosts Ch-
hattisgarh's medal tally by taking 
bronze in 1:11.77s.

Manikanta then returned to 
claim the 50m butterfl y gold in 
27.06s, ahead of Firmino Emon 
Lalung of Assam (27.69s) and 

Riyaj Tripura of Tripura (28.48s).
In the women's events, 

Mehanjali stood head and 
shoulders above the rest. She 
clinched the 100m Breaststroke 
gold in 1:25.81s, with Anushka 
Bhagat of Chhattisgarh taking 
silver in 1:29.10s while Odisha’s 
Rinky Murmu settled for a spot 
in the podium in 1:34.70s, fi nish-
ing third.

A total of 30 states and Union 
Territories are participating in 
the Khelo India Tribal Games, 
with nearly 3,800 athletes com-
peting across nine disciplines.

Odisha’s Anjali sets pool ablaze

Swadhin Kumar Majhi 
clinched the Men’s High 

Jump title with a clearance of 
2.18m becoming the fi rst na-
tional indoor gold medallist 
from Odisha, edging out Asian 
Championships silver medal-
list Sarvesh Anil Kushare, 
who managed 2.15m. After 
the achievement, he said, “I 

am happy and overwhelmed 
to have won the gold medal 
for my state. This is my home 
turf. It gave me an upper hand 
as I am well acquainted with 
the stadium. I had my practice 
sessions here which helped me 
a lot. My next targets will be 
Asian Games and Common-
wealth Games.” 

KHELO INDIA 
TRIBAL GAMES

After Day 1 of action, Odisha stands second in medal tally with four medals, including one gold

Majority of IPL captains 
express reservations on 
Impact Player rule
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: A ma-
jority of IPL captains Wednes-
day expressed their reserva-
tions on the Impact Player rule 
that has divided opinions since 
its introduction in 2023.

In 2024, the BCCI had extend-
ed the Impact Player in the IPL 
until at least 2027. Yet, the stra-
tegic rule continues to be debat-
ed by fans and players alike.

In the IPL Captains Meeting 
in Mumbai, the topic was dis-
cussed at length by the leaders 
of all 10 franchises.

"Majority of the captains 
gave their inputs on the Im-
pact Player rule and expressed 
their reservations even though 
the BCCI has extended the rule 
till 2027. They were told it can 
only be reviewed after the 2027 
edition and not before that," an 
IPL source told PTI.

Earlier this week, Delhi Cap-
itals skipper Axar Patel joined 
the likes of Rohit Sharma in crit-
icising the Impact Player rule.

"I don't like this rule as I am 
an all-rounder myself. Earlier 
we used to pick all-rounders for 
this role (batting and bowling). 
Now the team management 
goes with a particular batter 
or bowler, they say why do we 
need an all-rounder?

"Being an all-rounder myself 
I don't like it but at the same 
time rules are rules. We have 
to follow them. But personally 
I don't like it," said Axar on 
Monday in his opening media 
interaction ahead of IPL 2026.

In 2024, Rohit had said that 
he was not a fan of the Im-
pact Player concept saying it 
hampered the development of 
all-rounders in Indian cricket 
while the following season, Har-
dik Pandya said it had become 
diffi cult to pick an all-rounder 
in the side unless he was equal-
ly good with both bat and ball.

Even foreign players like 
Glenn Phillips have said that 
the rule could adversely impact 
the future of all-rounders.

The BCCI last season allowed 
teams a one-ball change after the 
10th over of the second innings to 
counter dew. One captain proposed 
Wednesday that teams should be 
allowed to change the ball after the 
10th over of the fi rst innings.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangkok, March 25: Indian ar-
chers bagged two bronze medals 
and also stormed into the fi nals 
of the men's recurve and wom-
en's compound team events on 
the second day of the Asia Cup 
World Ranking Tournament 
Stage 1 here Wednesday.

India also confi rmed three 
medals in the individual sec-
tion, but it came with the em-
barrassment for the recurve 
men, where none of the four 
archers could reach the med-
al rounds in a sharp fall from 
the previous edition's top-two 
fi nish by Vishnu Choudhary 
and Rahul.

The women's compound 
team improved on its bronze 
from the previous edition by 

reaching the fi nal.
The trio of Chikitha Tanipa-

rthi, Raj Kaur and Tejal Salve 
edged past local favourites 
Kanyavee Maneesombatkul, 
Kanoknapus Kaewchomphu 
and Chaniddapa Thanaratpiti-
nan 229-226 in a closely-fought 
semifi nal to set up a summit 
clash against third-seeded Ka-
zakhstan.

However, there was some 
disappointment in the men's 
compound section, where India 
fi elded one of their most experi-
enced combinations.

Archers claim two bronze 
medals, reach four fi nals

Navdeep replaces 
Rana in KKR squad
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 25: Pac-
er Navdeep Saini Wednesday 
replaced Harshit Rana in the 
Kolkata Knight Riders squad 
for the IPL beginning March 
28. Both Saini and Rana have 
played for India and represent 
Delhi in domestic cricket. 

Rana underwent a knee sur-
gery last month that ruled him 
out of the T20 World Cup that In-
dia won. "Kolkata Knight Riders 
(KKR) and Gujarat Titans (GT) 
have picked Navdeep Saini and 
Kulwant Khejroliya respectively 
as player replacements for TA-
TA Indian Premier League (IPL) 
2026," said the IPL in a statement. 

Khejroliya replaces Prithvi-
raj Yarra in the Gujarat Titans 
squad. Saini has scalped 23 wick-
ets in 32 IPL matches played so 
far, in addition to 23 wickets in 
international cricket for India. 
He will join KKR for Rs 75 Lakh. 
"Meanwhile, Khejroliya replaces 
the injured Prithviraj Yarra in 
GT. The left-arm pacer, who has 
six IPL wickets to his name, has 
previously featured for GT, KKR, 
and Royal Challengers Bengaluru 
(RCB). He will join GT for INR 30 
Lakh," added the IPL statement.

Names  Events   Medals

Anjali Munda  Women's 200m Freestyle Gold

Sriya Padiami Women's 200m Freestyle Bronze

Ritika Minz 50m Butterfl y  Bronze

Rinky Murmu 100m Breaststroke  Bronze
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“He (An-
imesh) did a
false start. I
thought if he
runs, I will also
run better as
there would be
tough competi-
tion. The crowd
was also his.
It would have
been better
if he had
run,” said
Gurindervir.

“So I was
saying to
the race of-
fi cials that
let him run
under pro-
test.”

Asked
if the three
disqualifi -
cations af-
fected him,
he said, "No,
my job was
to run my
race. I was
telling myself
that it's okay
if I even run
alone.

He said the
60m race is
all about

running fast fl at and
not about thinking to

catch someone later.
“It's a short dis-

tance. If someone
goes ahead of you, you
can't catch him. No one
knows who will win.
Even a world champion
can lose. Start is import-

ant in 60m and then just
run fast. I have a good
block start.”

Gurindervir set a
100m national record
at the start of season
last year but after
that he struggled.

Asked if he has any
regrets, he said, “Not
yet. But sometimes it
happens. It was about
my appearance.
Someone told me
something. I will tell
you when the time
comes. Right now,
I am over it. I don't
want to say now
and will remain a
secret (for the time
being).”

Meanwhile,
Tamil Nadu's C
Reegan won the
gold in the men's
pole vault

Swadhin takes 
golden flight Gurindervir,

new 60m king

Last year, I also started with a national 
record. But later, I got demotivated. I regretted 
a lot of things. I became very negative. I had 
such a bad time. But, I am hoping to be 

a different Gurindervir this 
time. I want to end the 
season like this only
GURINDERVIR SINGH

India’s fastest man 
Gurindervir Singh breaks 

indoor 60m barrier, 
wins gold in national 

record time

NATIONAL INDOOR ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS

RESULTS
Women
60m: Harita Bhandra (Maha-
rashtra) 7.32 seconds, Unnathi 
Bollanda (Karnataka) 7.46 
seconds, Trisha Nair (Maha-
rashtra) 7.62 seconds.

400m: Kumari Saloni Nagar 
(Uttar Pradesh) 55.73 seconds, 
Sukhi Baskey (Odisha) 55.67 
seconds, Unnathi Bollanda 
(Karnataka) 56.45 seconds. 

1500m: Priyanka C (Karna-
taka) 4:34.31 seconds. 

Triple Jump: Mallala Anusha 
(JSW) 13.20m, Nimisha Dayma 
(JSW) 12.93m, Bhairabi Roy 
(West Bengal) 12.81m.

High jump: Payal Jamod (Gu-
jrat) 1.71m, Kevinna Ashwine 
(Tamil Nadu) 1.71m, Pramilla 
Rajgar (West Bengal) 1.68m.

Women U20
60m: Kajal Hirabhai Vaja 
(Gujrat) 7.50 seconds, Mansi 
Rajak (Madhya Pradesh) 7.55 
seconds, Heeral Johri (Madhya 
Pradesh) 7.75 seconds.  

400m: Sai Chinthana Senthil 
(Tamil Nadu) 59.96 seconds, 
Arpita (Odisha) 1:00.48 
seconds.   

High jump: Arpita Sarkar 
(West Bengal) 1.68m, Juin 
Mantusa (West Bengal) 1.60m, 
Anrisha Klein (Meghalaya) 
1.60m.

Men 
60m: Gurindevir Singh (Reliance) 6.60 
seconds, Lalu Prasad Bhoi (Odisha) 6.65 
seconds, Nuzrat (Hatyana) 6.71 seconds.

400m: Mohammed Sinan (Reliance) 48.27 
seconds, Muhammed Badusha (BSF) 
49.83 seconds, Aryan Ekka (Odisha) 49.86 
seconds.

1500m: Vinod Singh (Madhya Pradesh) 
3:46.13 seconds, Jagdish (Air Force) 3:50.11 
seconds, Sunil Yadav (Rajasthan) 3:50.56 
seconds.

Triple jump: Vimal Mukesh (Navy) 15.41m, 
Robinson S (Tamil Nadu) 14.67m, Naresh 
Rohidas (Odisha) 13.92m.

Pole vault: Reegan G (Tamil Nadu) 5.30m, 
Rambeer Singh (Army) 4.85m, Bineesh Jacob 
(Railway) 4.55m.

High jump: Swadhin Kumar Majhi (Odisha) 
2.18m, Sarvesh Anil Kushare (Maharashtra) 
2.15m, Dhairyshil D (Maharashtra) 2.15m.

Men U20 
60m: Kshitij Sunil (Maharashtra) 6.78 sec-
onds, Rushiraj Singh (Gujrat) 6.87 seconds, 
Abhay Singh (Reliance) 6.88 seconds.  

400m: Umesh Sahani (Uttar Pradesh) 49.14 
seconds, Bapi Hansda (Odisha) 49.27 sec-
onds, Pradeep Mane (Maharashtra) 51.66 
seconds. 

3,000m: Dolamani Chirgun (Odisha) 8:39.13 
seconds, Bitto Joseph (Kerala) 8:40.32 sec-
onds, Ajay (Uttar Pradesh) 8:41.02.

High jump: Basant (Rajasthan) 2.16m, Sa-
gar Roy (West Bengal) 2.05m, Ankit Kumar 
(Rajasthan) 1.90m.

ASIA CUP STAGE 1


