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Kantabaunsuni Devi:
Epitome of nature worship

The presence of the deity in the bamboo groves drives home the message where

development can co-exist with environment which makes it a biodiversity hotspot
and a powerful centre of faith for devotees who believe the deity fulfils their wishes

SUMAN MOHANTY, OP

estled within a cen-
| \ | turies-old bamboo
forest, the Kanta-
baunsuni Devi shrine in
Damanjodi of Koraput
district stands as a strik-
ing symbol of the ancient
tradition of nature wor-
ship deeply rooted in the
-region’s tribal and in-
digenous cultures. This
unique, roofless shrine—
where a sacred grove of
bamboo itself is venerat-
ed—embodies a rare and
profound form of deity,
reflecting a spiritual con-
nection between the com-
munity and the natural
world.

The temple lies near
Koraput-Damanjodi by-
pass road, close to the Da-
manjodi railway station,
surrounded by nearly five
acres of dense bamboo
forests, offering a
serene setting
in the lap of
nature.

The dei-
ty known
as the
‘Goddess
of the
Bamboo
Forest’ is
worshipped
within a sacred
bamboo grove
without any tradition-
al idols. These bamboos
are revered as holy not
only by the tribals but also
worshipped by other peo-
ple. Like any other temple,
there are no idols or a tem-
ple structures here.

There are no fences for
these bamboos. Situated
close to the NALCO town-
ship at Damanjodi, the
shrine is regarded as one
of the prominent Shakti-
peeths in the district.

The presence of the de-
ity in the bamboo groves
drive home the message
where development (baux-
ite mining by NALCO) can
co-exist with environment
which makes it a biodiver-
sity hotspot and a powerful
centre of faith for devotees
who believe the deity ful-
fils their wishes.

This bamboo forest in
Damanjodi area is the
main temple for the local
indigenous tribes where
Devi Durga is said to have
reincarnated herself.
Here this worship began
from the small village
called Sindipar where the
goddess revealed herself.
The name Kantabaunsuni
means the Goddess re-

siding in thorny bamboo
groves.

Local tribal commu-
nities and hill dwellers
worship the goddess as
an incarnation of Goddess
Durga. According to their
belief, offering prayers
to the deity brings fulfill-
ment of wishes such as
marriage, childbirth and
prosperity.

Due to this belief, devo-
tees not only from Koraput
district but also from other
regions and neighbouring
states visit the shrine to
seek the goddess’s bless-
ings.

Unique feature of
the roofless temple

The temple is an ex-
ception despite NALCO
ushering in major devel-
opments in the Daman-
jodi area. This temple
retains its primitive
appearance, un-
disturbed by
mans inter-
"\ ference.

Z One
needs to
know
that the
tribes
and oth-
ers consid-
er each and
every bamboo
in the forest as
sacred sanctum of
Goddess Durga. And the
loosely dangling long bam-
boos in the bamboo bushes
resembling like swords are
revered as Lord Shiva or
lingam, the consort of God-
dess Durga. The bamboos
here were all formed on
its own. There are no oth-
er bamboo trees in entire
Panchpatmali hill area.

One of the distinctive
features of the temple is
that it has no roof. The idol
of the goddess is installed
under the open sky. A large
number of devotees visit
the shrine every Tuesday
and Saturday.

Devotees offer lamps,
incense sticks, sacred food,
bangles, red cloth and bells
while praying to the god-
dess for the fulfillment of
their wishes. As part of a
local tradition, devotees
tie red clothes and bells to
bamboo clumps to seek the
fulfillment of their wishes.

To reach the temple, vis-
itors have to pass through
a narrow path surround-
ed by hundreds of bamboo
clumps.

Temple priest Arjun
Dami said the goddess’
seat must remain within

the bamboo grove and no
major development work
should be undertaken
there. However, the tem-
ple management commit-
tee has arranged a gate
outside and constructed a
few rooms for visitors. Cut-
ting bamboo in the area is
strictly prohibited.

Pousha festival rush

The annual festival of
Goddess Kantabaunsuni
is celebrated with great

enthusiasm here on the
last Tuesday of every Pou-
sha month. Thousands of
devotees from across the
district, along with local
residents, participate in
the celebration.

On the occasion, tribal
devotees observe a fast and
offer prasad to the goddess.
The temple premises are
beautifully decorated, and
a fair along with cultural
programmes is organ-
ised. A large fair contin-

ues throughout the night,
drawing a huge gathering
of devotees.

Priest Jagannath Bodo
Nayak said that for de-
cades Goddess Kantabaun-
suni has been worshipped
as a deity who fulfills the
wishes of devotees. Mem-
bers of Nayak family have
traditionally been serving
as priests at the shrine for
generations.
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MESSAGE OF HON’BLE GOVERNOR OF ODISHA
ON THE AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF ODISHA DIVAS-2026

On the auspicious occasion of Odisha Divas-2026,
| greet the people of the State and extend them my good
wishes. On this day, | call upon all to stay committed to
build a Samruddha and Viksit Odisha.

e e e

(Hari Babu Kambhampati)
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downtown

Odisha to celebrate culture, progress today

Oppn mocks SCs, STs by

calling them weak: CM
!’ =

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi Tuesday launched
a sharp attack on the Opposi-
tion, accusing it of undermin-
ing Scheduled Castes (SCs)
and Scheduled Tribes (STs) by
branding leadership from these
communities as “weak.”

Addressing the Assembly, CM
said that during this Budget ses-
sion, the Opposition had failed to
engage constructively inside the
House whileremaining “overactive
outside.” He alleged that repeated
disruptions prevented meaningful
debates on key public issues.

“The Assembly is meant for
dignified discussion, criticism
and debate. Unfortunately, the
Opposition chose chaos over
cooperation,” Majhi said. “By
calling a Chief Minister from a
tribal background weak, they
are indirectly insulting the SC
and ST communities.”

The Chief Minister claimed
that nearly half of the Assembly
session’s productivity was lost
due to persistent protests and
disruptions. According to him,
the government had been ready
to discuss all issues, but the Op-

position’s “intolerant attitude”

Pratibha Ray among 3
for Akademi Fellowship

Bhubaneswar/New Delhi: In a
significant recognition of literary
excellence, the Sahitya Akademi has
announced its prestigious fellowship
for three eminent writers, includ-

ing Odia author Pratibha Ray, at the
Akademi’s general council meeting
recently. The fellowship, regarded as
the highest literary honour conferred
by the Sahitya Akademi, is reserved
for the most distinguished figures in
Indian literature—often described as
an honour for the ‘immortals’ of the
literary world. The Akademi function
under Centre’s Ministry of Culture
and represents the country’s premier
literary institution. Alongside Ray, the
fellowship will also be conferred on
noted Sindhi writer Lakhmi Khilani and
eminent Urdu author Abdus Samad.

CLASSIFIED

‘By virtue of an affidavit

sworn before Executive
Magistrate, Jaleswar,
Affidavit No: 1304, dated:
30/03/2026, I, NIROJ
KUMAR PRADHAN,
S/0 - Gaya Prasad
Pradhan, Address

: Vill- Munutunia,

P.O- Munutunia ,

P.S- Raibania, Dist -
Balasore , Pin -756033
declare that I have
changed the name

of my son from R.N.
Shritam Kumar to R

N Shritam Kumar .
Henceforth, he shall be
known as R N Shritam
Kumar for all purposes.
NIROJ KUMAR
PRADHAN

I, Abinash Samal,
legal owner of the
property vide Plot No.
909, Khata No 512/233
Mouza -Gangapatna,
Bhubaneswar - 752054,
Khordha, Odisha,
hereby declare that
the link original sale
deed and ROR (Record
of Rights) in the name
of Bibhudutta Panda
(Seller) related to

Plot No. 909, Khata

No 512/233, Mouza

- Gangapatna, Area
-0.837dcml has been
lost somewhere during
the process of transfer.
If anyone found then
they are requested

to kindly contact at
below mentioned
address.Brajesh Kumar
Mishra Advocate
Phone Number:

+91 94380 08708

Email: brajeshbm@
gmail.com

stalled proceedings.

He further criticised the Op-
position for staging protests
outside the House instead of
participating in discussions.
“Important matters concerning
the people could not be taken
up because of their behaviour,”
he added. Majhi also questioned
the Opposition’s past record,
citing earlier incidents and
alleging selective outrage. He
accused them of raising issues
now while remaining silent
during previous controversies.

“Their moral stand is question-
able. They speak loudly today but
forget their own actions when
they were in power,” he said.

Taking a swipe at recent po-
litical developments, the Chief
Minister remarked on the grow-
ing proximity between Biju Jana-

ta Dal (BJD) and the Indian Na-
tional Congress. “They are now
protesting together like brothers.
While alliances are part of democ-
racy, they should first ensure uni-
ty within their own parties,” he
said, hinting at internal dissent
among Opposition legislators.

Responding to concerns
raised by Opposition members
over rising public debt, Majhi
stated that Odisha’s finances
remain under control.

He informed the House that
by February 2026, the state’s
total public debt stood at ap-
proximately %1.25 lakh crore.
Against a planned borrowing
of 46,400 crore for the 2025-26
financial year, the government
had raised funds responsibly
and repaid 17,746 crore during
the same period.

BDA inks pact for new

City in Bhubaneswar

(RN ]

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
The Bhubaneswar Develop-
ment Authority (BDA) Tuesday
signed an agreement with Sin-
gapore-based Surbana Jurong
to prepare a comprehensive
master plan for a proposed New
City in Bhubaneswar.

The ambitious project,
spread over nearly 800 acres
across Gothapatna, Malipada
and Daspur, aligns with the
state’s long-term vision doc-
ument Viksit Odisha 2036. It
aims to develop a multi-eco-
nomic growth zone with mod-
ern urban infrastructure and
inclusive development.

The agreement was signed by
BDA Secretary Manas Ranjan
Padhi and Surbana Jurong Dep-
uty Director Manideep Dutta in
the presence of senior officials,
including Deputy Commission-
er and Nodal Officer (New City)
Bhabataran Sahu, Associate
Town Planner Omkar Mohan-
ty, Assistant Town Planner Ma-
nasi Mohanty and PMU Team
Leader Ajay Jha.

Officials said the New City
will be developed as a tran-

sit-oriented urban hub, focus-
ing on efficient public trans-
port, reduced travel time and
integrated mixed land use. The
plan also emphasises affordable
housing under the “Housing for
All” concept, catering to all in-
come groups.

BDA Vice-Chairman Chan-
chal Rana said the project will
feature modern infrastructure
such as Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences and Exhibitions
(MICE) facilities, innovation
hubs and advanced data cen-
tres. He added that special em-
phasis will be placed on creative
placemaking, including central
forest parks, gateway plazas and
vibrant public spaces to foster
community interaction.

The project will also inte-
grate green and smart infra-
structure to enhance livability.
BDA has been designated as
the nodal agency for its imple-
mentation. Once completed, the
New City is expected to guide
Bhubaneswar’s  expansion,
curb unplanned growth, cre-
ate employment opportunities
and attract investments, while
promoting sustainable and in-
clusive urban development.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
creation of Odisha as a separate
province April 1, 1936, marked
the culmination of decades
of effort by visionaries who
fought to protect the language,
culture and identity of Odias.
With the state approaching
nine decades since its forma-
tion, cultural organisations
and educational institutions
are increasingly making ef-
forts to highlight the historical
significance of the day.

The state government is set
to celebrate Odia Pakhya—
a grand cultural initiative
aligning with Utkal Divas
from April 1 to April 14. The
fortnight-long festivities,
coordinated by multiple de-
partments, aim to rekindle
pride in Odia heritage while
encouraging citizen engage-
ment across the state.

Themed ‘A Cultural Reviv-
al’, Odia Pakhya 2026 is de-
signed not just as a festival but
as a movement to strengthen
cultural identity and commu-
nity participation.

The celebrations will kick
off with state-level Utkal Divas
celebration at Suando in Puri
and Krushi Shiksha Sadan,
Bhubaneswar. ‘Khadi Chuan’
Day, with primary school en-
rollment campaigns, will fol-
low April 2. April 3, ‘Our At-
tire, Our Identity’ campaign
will promote traditional Odia
dress through selfies and com-
petitions, while April 4 will see
a statewide drive for installing
Odia signboards in shops, mar-
kets and government offices.
April 5 will feature a heritage

Maoist surrender
window closed: Police

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
Asserting the Left Wing Ex-
tremism (LWE) no longer
poses a threat in the state,
Odisha Police Tuesday said
the surrender window for the
remaining Maoists has been
closed with the deadline end-
ing March 31.

Additional Director General
of Police (Anti-Naxal Opera-
tions) Sanjeeb Panda said only
a handful of Maoists remain ac-
tive in Kandhamal district, and
security forces will now focus
on eliminating them.

“Only about eight to nine
Maoists are left in Kandhamal
district. Now that the surren-
der deadline is over, we will
focus on tracking them down
to achieve complete success,”
he told reporters.

His remarks came a day af-
ter Union Home Minister Amit
Shah declared that the country
has become free of Naxal vio-
lence.

Panda said the mission to end
LWE by March 31 was challeng-
ing but was achieved through
coordinated efforts of security
forces, the state government
and public cooperation.

IN 3 YEARS, WILD ANIMAL
ATTACKS LEAVE 523 DEAD

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
A total of 523 people have lost
their lives and 1,391 have been
injured in attacks by wild an-
imals, including elephants,
in Odisha over the past three
years, Forest, Environment
and Climate Change Minister
Ganesh Ram Singkhuntia told
the Assembly Tuesday.

Replying to a written ques-
tion by BJP legislator Pad-
malochan Panda, Singkhuntia
said that 175 people were killed
and 408 others were injured by
wild animals in different forest
divisions of Odisha during the
financial year 2022-23. The fig-
ures rose to 186 deaths and 445
injuries during 2023-24.

Similarly, wild animals
killed 162 people and injured
538 individuals in the state
during 2024-25, he said.

According to the data sub-
mitted by the Forest Minister,
92 people lost their lives in
conflicts with wild animals in
the Dhenkanal forest division,
while 54 such deaths were re-
ported in the Angul forest di-
vision during the three-year
period.

4 Royal Bengal Tigers, 264 elephants, 25
leopards, and 1,426 other wild animals
were killed in different forest areas of

Odisha during the three-year period

Other forest divisions that
reported higher numbers of
deaths due to wild animal at-
tacks include Keonjhar (52),
Baripada (36), Sambalpur (34),
and Bonai (33). Notably, Odis-
ha has 43 forest divisions.

Similarly, the highest num-
ber of injuries—155—was re-
ported in the Keonjhar forest
division, followed by Dhenk-
anal (113), Khurda (87), Red-
hakhol (77), Khariar (66), and
Deogarh (65), he stated.

Further, Singkhuntia said
that 264 elephant deaths were
reported in the state during
the three-year period. Of these,
132 died due to natural causes,
while an equal number were
attributed to unnatural causes.

During this period, four Roy-
al Bengal Tigers, 25 leopards,
and 1,426 other wild animals
were Killed in different for-
est areas of Odisha, of which
447 were killed by poachers,
he added.

Kharvela Bhawan decked up with lights on the eve of Utkal Divas in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday

run organised by Sports &
Youth Services, and Higher
Education departments to fa-
miliarise young people with
state’s historic sites. April 6
will focus on statewide clean-
liness and maintenance drives
at temples and heritage sites.
Children’s Day April 7 will
include storytelling, writing
competitions on Odia language
and literature, and ‘Know Our
Budget’ initiative to raise pub-
lic finance awareness. April 8
will mark the blood donation
drive in collaboration with the
Red Cross and Health and Fam-
ily Welfare department, while
April 9 will launch the ‘Let’s
Buy Books’ campaign featur-
ing book fairs and exhibitions.
April 10 is dedicated to state’s
folk arts, honouring tradition-
al artistes, and April 11 will

UTKAL DIVAS

" KHARAVEL EBAVAN
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see Odia Literary Academy
host the ‘Amrut Pidhi Saras-
wat Ceremony’ to celebrate
literary contributions. April
12 will feature the ‘Bandaniya
Baraputra’ programme with
essays, oratory competitions,
and floral tributes to notable
personalities, followed by April
13’s ‘Our Taste, Our Food’ festi-
val promoting traditional Odia
cuisine. The grand finale April
14 will celebrate the Odia New
Year at Odisha University of
Agriculture and Technology,
with awards for cultural compe-
titions, traditional Pana drinks,
and a special programme on
‘Odia Language, Information &
Technology’ to promote digital
literacy in Odia.

Health and Family Welfare
department held a preparatory
meeting chaired by department

OP PHOTO

Secretary Ashwati S.

“As we mark the 90th year
of Odisha’s identity, we must
move beyond being a miner-
al hub to becoming a global
knowledge economy. Odisha
needs empowered minds, cli-
mate resilience, and inclusive
prosperity. By 2036, we can
set a global benchmark for
sustainable development and
Odia pride,” educationist NK
Pujari said.

“When youth move out of the
state, maintaining Odia iden-
tity becomes a struggle. Our
language is declining, and con-
nection to traditions is fading.
We need encouragement and
empowerment to embrace our
culture so that Odisha’s leg-
acy shines on global stages,”
Anindita Mishra, a student
highlighted.

Dubey’s Biju remark triggers outrage

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: A
controversial remark by BJP
MP Nishikant Dubey on for-
mer chief minister and free-
dom fighter Biju Patnaik has
sparked a political storm in the
state, drawing sharp criticism
from political leaders, social
activists and netizens. Dubey
alleged that Biju Patnaik acted
as a link between former Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and
the CIA during the 1962 war
with China.

BJD president and former
CM Naveen Patnaik con-
demned the statement as “out-
rageous” and suggested the MP
should consult a mental health
professional.

In an attempt to clarify,
Dubey took to X, saying his
remarks were aimed at high-
lighting the “misdeeds of the
Congress” and not intended to
malign Biju Patnaik.

Political analyst Naba
Kishore Pujari termed the al-
legations “baseless” and polit-
ically motivated, accusing the
BJP of tacitly backing the MP to
divert parliamentary scrutiny.
He underscored Biju Patnaik’s
legacy as a patriot, pilot and ar-
chitect of modern Odisha, dis-

Road safety drive
extended till April 10

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: The
state government has extended
its ongoing special road safety
drive till April 10, stepping up
efforts to curb the rising num-
ber of road accidents across the
state. The campaign, launched
March 21, is being conducted
under the direction of Com-
merce and Transport Minister
Bibhuti Bhushan Jena.

As part of the crackdown, of-
ficials have announced stricter
checks on vehicle compliance.
While verification of Pollution
Under Control (PUC) certifi-
cates was relaxed till April 1,
enforcement will resume strict-
ly from April 2. Authorities will
conduct PUC checks along with
other provisions under the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act.

The initiative adopts a two-
pronged approach—awareness
and enforcement. Authorities
are conducting road safety
campaigns across Odisha to
promote responsible driving,
while enforcement agencies
have been directed to take
strict action against viola-
tors, particularly reckless and
non-compliant drivers. Odisha
has witnessed a steady rise in
road accidents in recent years,
prompting the government to
adopt stricter safety measures.

missing the “CIA link” claim
as a distortion of history for
political gain.

Netizens flooded social media
defending Biju Patnaik. Young
resident Nishant Nihar wrote,
“Nobody comes to Odisha and
slanders Biju Babu. He is not
just a leader; he is an emotion
for every Odia.”

Social activist Sudarshan
Chhotoray praised Biju Patnaik
as a strong leader and lament-
ed that such baseless attacks
came from a member of the
ruling party.

Human Rights activist
Pradipta Nayak termed any at-
tempt to tarnish Biju Patnaik’s
image “deeply unfortunate and
unacceptable,” urging BJP
leaders to focus on development
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over controversies. Literary
figures like Kedar Mishra and
public affairs expert Subhankar
Bera said documented history
affirms Patnaik’s heroism, and
denying it reflects intellectual
failure.

History professor Atashi Pat-
naik noted that during World
War II, Biju Babu served in the
Royal Indian Air Force and ci-
vilian aviation networks, earn-
ing honours such as the Order
of Lenin and the Jubilee Med-
al “50 Years of Victory in the
Great Patriotic War 1941-1945”
from Russia.

In 1947, at Jawaharlal Neh-
ru’s request, he undertook a
daring mission to Java, Indo-
nesia, rescuing leaders like
Sukarno and Sutan Sjahrir.

State Congress chief Bhakta
Charan Das termed Dubey’s
remarks ‘“completely unac-
ceptable,” while senior leader
Bijay Mohapatra demanded
an immediate apology, calling
them “false, deceitful and unbe-
coming of a parliamentarian.”

Law Minister Prithiviraj
Harichandan also described
the statements as “negative
and unacceptable,” warning
against politicising the issue
and stressing that it insults Bi-
ju Patnaik’s legacy.

COMMODITIES[™

BBSR CTC  FORECAST
Max Temp 34.8° 33.6° Light to
Min Temp 25.2° 23.4°  Moderate fain
Humidity 85% 83%
Rainfall Nil Nil
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SHOCKING ARSON: Three two-wheelers and an SUV parked near the boundary wall of Orissa High Court in Cuttack
were reduced to cinders after a woman allegedly set the vehicles ablaze due to unknown reasons, Tuesday op pHoTo

CAG: 7 SPSEs incurred
3794.98cr loss in FY23

Trump: Go get your own oil

Dubai: US President Donald Trump
Tuesday said nations upset by high
fuel prices should “go get your own
oil” as Iran maintains its chokehold on
the Strait of Hormuz. Trump expressed
his frustration toward allies that have
been unwilling to help the US reopen
the critical passageway in a social me-
dia post. “Go get your own oil,” Trump
wrote. He also said they should buy
from the US because “we have plenty”.

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

Perfect day to
release
manifestos

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, March 31:
Seven state public sector en-
terprises (SPSEs) incurred a
loss 0f ¥794.98 crore during FY
202223, up from ¥453.11 crore in
FY 2021-22, the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG)
said Tuesday.

The CAG audited the finan-
cial performance of the SPSEs
for the financial year 2022-23
and mentioned its findings in
a report, which was tabled in
the Assembly Tuesday.

“Of the 29 SPSEs audited,
seven incurred a loss of ¥794.98
crore during the 2022-23. These
seven SPSEs had incurred a
loss 0f ¥453.11 crore during 2021-
22,” the auditor said.

Out of the total loss of ¥794.98
crore, the loss of ¥788.73 crore
was mainly contributed by
GRIDCO Limited (Rs 778.18

crore) and Odisha State Road
Transport Corporation (Rs
10.55 crore), it said.

The other loss-making SPSEs
are: Odisha Rail Infrastructure
Development Limited, Odisha
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion Ltd, Kalinga Studios Limit-
ed, Odisha Sports Development
and Promotion Company Ltd
and GEDCOL SAIL Power Cor-
poration Ltd, the report said.

The CAG has also found sev-
eral loopholes in state PSU Odi-
sha Mining Corporation (OMC).
The OMC has 36 mining leases
as of March 2025. While 18 are
operative, the remaining 18
have been inoperative for the
last several years.

The audit found that OMC had
paid a penalty of ¥3,761.88 crore
for producing 29.47 million tonne
during 2017-22 in excess of quan-
tities permitted under environ-
ment and forest clearances.
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2 asphyxiate In septic tank

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kuchinda, March 31: Despite
frequent incidents of labourers
dying in septic tanks due to oxy-
gen deprivation, there remains
a lack of awareness among
homeowners and contractors
about the need for proper safe-
ty measures. This concern was
highlighted again Tuesday,
when two persons were asphyx-
iated and as many were ren-
dered critical while removing
the centering of a septic tank
in Keshaibahal village under
Mahulpali police limits in Sam-
balpur district.

The deceased were identified
as Sushil Naik, 35, and Bhikari
Charan Behera, 55, of the vil-
lage. Two labourers - Hemant
Behera, 33, and Anand Majhi,
30 — were rescued in critical
condition and admitted to
Kuchinda hospital.

Two unnatural death cases

8 KILLED

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bihar Sharif (Bihar), March
31: At least eight devotees,
mostly women, were killed and
eight injured in a stampede at
a temple in Bihar's Nalanda
district Tuesday, officials said.

The incident took place due
to heavy rush of devotees at
Sheetla Mata temple, under the
jurisdiction of Deep Nagar po-
lice station, Tuesday morning,
an officer said.

Bihar Sharif Assistant Su-

(6 & 7/26) were registered at
Mahulpali police station and
the bodies sent for postmor-
tem.

According to reports, Lo-
kanath Behera of Keshaibahal
had constructed a new septic
tank. The workers arrived
there to open the centering
of the tank Tuesday. Sushil
first entered the tank but did
not come out for a long time.
Then Anand entered the
tank, followed by Hemant,
Lokanath’s son. When none
of them came out, Lokanath’s

perintendent of Police Noorul
Haque said, “At least eight
devotees, mostly women, died
in the stampede at Shitala
Mata temple Tuesday morn-
ing. Eight devotees were also
injured in the incident. Police
personnel and officials of the
district administration have
reached the spot, and the res-
cue work is on.”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi condoled the loss of lives

brother Bhikari also entered
the tank but didn’t come out.

On being alerted, personnel
from the local Fire Services
unit and Mahulpali police
station reached the spot and
brought the four men out in an
unconscious state. They were
rushed to Kuchinda hospital,
where doctors declared Sushil
and Bhikari dead.

“The condition of Hemant
and Anand is reported to be
stable,” said Mahulpali IIC
Indradev Oram.

Sambalpur Collector Sid-
dheshwar Baliram Bondar
said the Kuchinda Sub-Col-
lector has been directed to
probe the incident. Financial
assistance will be provided to
the families of the deceased
as per government norms, if
they were registered under the
Labour department, he said.
The police have launched a
detailed investigation into the
incident.

in the stampede and announced
an ex gratia of 32 lakh for the
families of the deceased and
%50,000 for those injured.

“The mishap in Nalanda dis-
trict, Bihar, is deeply painful. I
extend my condolences to those
who have lost their loved ones.
Prayers for the speedy recovery
of those injured,” the PM said
in a message.

He announced that an ex
gratia of 32 lakh from PMNRF
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US WARSHIP IN
INDIAN OCEAN

AGENCIES

Washington, March 31: As
speculation is rife over a possi-
ble US ground invasion in Iran,
the amphibious assault ship
USS Tripoli, believed to be car-
rying around 1,800 Marines, is
in the Indian Ocean, US Central
Command (CENTCOM) said in
a social media post Monday.

A photo showed the
45,000-tonne warship steaming
in the Indian Ocean Sunday, ac-
cording to the CENTCOM post.
It did not indicate how far the
ship is from Iran.

The Tripoli is carrying
troops from the 31st Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU),
based in Okinawa, according
to photos from March 26 posted
on a Defense Department web-
site. The photos show Marines
participating in a “ship defense
exercise”.

Tripoli can carry about 1,850
Marines, along with its crew of
1,200 sailors, according to a Na-
vy fact sheet.

IN BIHAR TEMPLE STAMPEDE

would be given to the next of
kin of the deceased and 50,000
to the injured.

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar ex-
pressed grief over the deaths of
devotees in the stampede and
announced %6 lakh ex gratia for
the kin of the deceased.

The Station House Officer
(SHO) of the Deep Nagar po-
lice station was suspended
with immediate effect for the
dereliction of duty.
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Never grumble. All sorts of
forces enter you when you

grumble and they pull you down.
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Trump Trapped

is the fifth week running since US President Donald Trump and
psraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu launched the war
against Iran. But till date no clear strategy and goal for the un-
provoked and one-sided war have been defined. The US is relentlessly
continuing its strikes on Iranian civilian targets and building up forc-
es in the region with the customary Trumpian equivocations about
whether it wants a ceasefire leading to peace or total “obliteration” of
Iran. This war, started by Trump and Netanyahu has, over this brief

period of time, become the war of Iran and not war on Iran.

The US President has clearly understood that this war is not an
easy cake walk like Venezuela and that he has been trapped by Is-
rael as Iran continues to launch missile and drone attacks on Israel
and neighbouring Gulf states. Making matters even worse, Tehran’s
proxies in the region — the Houthis and Hezbollah - have joined the
war in support of Iran. On the other hand, the virtual closure of the
Strait of Hormuz has already shot up oil prices with cascading effects
on the global economy - affecting fuel, fertiliser and supply chains.
The shortage is increasingly assuming serious proportions in Asian

oower Post

Jacques Attali

the 21st century, pow-
er no longer lies only
in territory, capital, or
technology. It lies in
something far more elusive
and finite: human attention.
The jury verdict in a US civ-
il suit which found Meta and
YouTube liable for deliber-
ately addicting young users,
leading to numerous mental
health problems, is probably
just an early skirmish in what
promises to be a long war.
Attention is not merely a
psychological convenience;
it is a biological function.
Neuroscience defines it as the
process by which the brain se-
lects, prioritizes, and sustains
focus on a fraction of the infor-
mation available to it. At every
moment, we are immersed in a
storm of signals, yet only a few
reach conscious awareness.
This filtering is governed by

FOCUS SOCIETY

BATTLE FOR ATTENTION

Paradoxically, technologies designed to
reduce cognitive load are increasing it. Instead
of freeing up time for reflection, they compress

decision cycles and multiply interruptions

sophisticated tools to capture
and retain it.

Modern neuroscience has
provided the playbook. The
amygdala responds instantly to
threat, ensuring that emotion-

telligence agencies all compete
within the same digital arenas,
using the same tools and tar-
geting the same audiences.
Different regions have de-
veloped distinct models of at-

more precise than anything
previously possible. It also
blurs the line between authen-
tic and synthetic information,
further destabilizing trust.

Paradoxically, technologies
designed to reduce cognitive
load are increasing it. Instead
of freeing up time for reflec-
tion, they compress decision
cycles and multiply interrup-
tions. The consequence is a
gradual shift from deliberate,
top-down attention toward
reactive, bottom-up process-
ing — a transformation with
profound implications for de-
mocracy, markets, and strate-
gic decision-making.

Over the next decade, three
futures are conceivable. In the
first, fragmentation intensifies,
personalized information bub-
bles become total, and shared
reality dissolves. In the second,
regulation imposes partial con-

factories and European diesel markets. Vague, contradictory and un- two systems: a fast, reflexive,  ally charged content spreads tention control. The US relies  straints, stabilizing the system
confirmed reports of talks on negotiations between Iran and the US on “bottom-up” attention driven  faster than neutral informa- on globally dominant private = without altering its core incen-
clinching a peace deal may be doing the rounds but there is no sign ATTENTION by novelty, fear, and emo- tion. Dopamine-drivenreward platforms, whose algorithms tives. In the third, and most
that the US is winning and Iran collapsing. Obvious question could tion; and a slower, deliberate,  circuits encourage compulsive  shape information flows world-  ambitious, scenario, attention
be who is the initiator of the talks. DETERMINES “top-down” attention that checking, the mechanism be- wide. China has built a sover-  becomes a consciously man-
Trump’s bravado and false claims of destroying Iran notwithstand- WHAT enables reasoning and stra-  hind notifications and infinite ~ eign digital ecosystem, tightly = aged resource. Institutions
ing, it appears the two sides are now engaged in a war of attrition, tegic thought. The imbalance  scrolling. Meanwhile, the controlling domestic attention  redesign their information
each hoping to wear the other down and force it to agree to a deal on SOCIETIES between these two systems is  prefrontal cortex —the seat of = while projecting influence environments, and Al is repur-
its own terms. No wonder the USA is sticking to its 15-point peace PERCE|VE, now the fault line of modern  judgment and critical thinking  abroad through platformslike = posed not to capture attention,
deal and Iran to its five-point one. But neither seems to be willing to civilization. —requires sustained, uninter-  TikTok. Europe, lackingmajor  but to protect and enhance it.
budge from their respective stand. At the same time each of the war- WHAT THEY For millennia, societieshave  rupted attention, a condition = platforms, exerts influence The stakes are enormous.
ring nations is touting its successes and pointing to their opponent’s IGNORE, AND sought to capture attention.  that digital environments sys-  primarily through regulation ~ Attention determines what
failures. The truth is, however, buried in propaganda. And that is ULTIMATELY Orators mastered rhetoric to  tematically erode. —seeking to constrain the ex-  societies perceive, what
perpetuating the conflict. move crowds. Religious in- The result is a structural cessesofthe attentioneconomy  they ignore, and ultimately
In the first place this war should never have been started for the WHAT THEY  stitutions created ritualsand  asymmetry. It is far easier to  rather than dominate it. what they decide. It shapes
simple reason that there was no immediate threat and the objectives DECIDE edifices designed to command  hijack attention than to sus- In this new landscape, influ-  elections, economic activi-

are as clear as mud. In fact, the US began the war when negotiations
on Iran’s nuclear programme were about to yield positive results.
Only Trump and Netanyahu have to bear the responsibility for the
bloodshed, loss of thousands of lives and destruction of homes and
infrastructure. Trump continues to chase the mirage that he can force
aregime change in Tehran. At times, he says the entire Iranian leader-
ship has been eliminated and then claims the new leadership is good
enough, while the reality is the son of the Kkilled supreme leader is
now in charge and under him the country of Iran is perhaps growing

even more hawkish.

The conflicting statements of Trump tend to create the impression
that he is caught in such a trap that he cannot escalate the war with a
daily expense of over $1 billion and the possibility of heavy casualties
in US ranks that would cause serious adverse reactions in his own
country. Nor can he stop this war which would cause a serious loss
of face for him personally as also the US’ military prowess, but also

put Iran in a position of strength that he never desired.

Meanwhile, the foreign ministers of Egypt, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Turkey met in Islamabad on 29 March to work out a ceasefire
agreement and also curb Israeli and Iranian dominance after the war.

awe. Political regimes deployed
spectacle - from Roman games
to revolutionary propaganda —
to shape collective focus.

The printing press, radio,
and television expanded the
scale of influence, but they
did not fundamentally alter
the nature of attention itself.
What has changed today is
the precision and intensity
with which attention can be
engineered.

The digital age has trans-
formed attention into a com-
modity. As early as 1971,
the American psychologist
Herbert Simon warned that
“a wealth of information cre-
ates a poverty of attention.”

tain it. Social media platforms
have industrialized this asym-
metry. Designed to maximize
engagement, they privilege
bottom-up attention - what
shocks, entertains, or outrag-
es —over reflective thought. As
Tristan Harris, the co-found-
er of the Center for Humane
Technology, has argued,
thousands of engineers now
diligently apply their skills to
exploiting cognitive vulnera-
bilities, creating systems that
compete directly with human
self-control.

But the battle for attention
is no longer confined to com-
merce. It has become geopolit-
ical. For the first time in his-

ence is less about persuasion
than about redirection. One of
the most powerful strategies is
“agenda shifting”: not winning
an argument, but changing the
subject. By flooding attention
with new controversies, actors
can bury inconvenient truths
or fragment public discourse.
This tactic has been used by
state and non-state actors
alike, from coordinated disin-
formation campaigns to viral
conspiracy movements.
Artificial intelligence is now
accelerating these dynamics
dramatically by reducing the
cost of producing persuasive,
emotionally engaging content.
Generative Al can create text,

ty, and conflicts. It governs
the ability to detect weak
signals, to anticipate crises,
and to act rationally under
uncertainty.

In this sense, attention is
not just an individual faculty.
It is a collective infrastruc-
ture — a form of cognitive
capital that can be strength-
ened or degraded. The ques-
tion is no longer whether at-
tention will be contested — it
already is — but whether we
will continue to treat it as an
exploitable resource or begin
to govern it as a strategic as-
set essential to the survival
of open societies.

The group’s first goal is to persuade all sides to stop the escalation and That paradox now defines tory, political and economic images, and videos at scale The writer is the
agree to a ceasefire, according to Gulf observers. They are also report- our world. Every platform, actorsrely onthe same global and tailored to individual psy- Founding President of the
edly trying to convince Iran to allow some vessels to go through the brand, and political actor com- communication infrastruc- chological profiles, enabling European Bank for
_Strait of Hormuz under the protection of a friendly country. They can petes for a limited cognitive  ture. Governments, corpora- a form of cognitive targeting Reconstruction & Development.

act as a primary interlocutor with Iran keeping indirect negotiating

channels open between Tehran and Washington.

resource, using increasingly

tions, activist groups, and in-

that is faster, cheaper, and

(©PROJECT SYNDICATE

In this there appears to be some progress. Without diplomacy or
restraint, the economic crisis will deepen and US soldiers may be
embroiled in a blood-letting reminiscent of the US war in Vietnam.
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Be careful what we entrust to robots

WISDOM CORNER

“ The snow goose need not bathe to make itself white. Neither
need you do anything but be yourself.

Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and
sings the tunes without the words - and never stops at all.
EMILY DICKINSON

“ To understand the heart and mind of a person, look not at

what he has already achieved, but at what he aspires to.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Il 1815: Otto von Bismarck, the founder and first chancellor (1871-90) of the

German Empire, was born.

Il 1924: Adolf Hitler was sentenced to five years in prison for his role in the
Beer Hall Putsch; he ultimately served only nine months, during which time

KAHLIL GIBRAN

he wrote much of Mein Kampf (“My Struggle”).

Il 1939: General Franco proclaims victory in the Spanish civil war. The dictator

ruled Spain until his death in 1975. His regime was responsible for gross

human rights violations, including murdering numerous political opponents.

Il 1945: U.S. troops landed on the Japanese island of Okinawa during World

War I, marking the beginning of the Battle of Okinawa.

[l 1976: Steve Jobs, Steve Wozniak, and Ronald Wayne formed Apple

Computer Inc., and it became one of the world's leading tech companies.

Il 1979: Following overwhelming support in a national referendum, Ruhollah Khomeini

declared Iran an Islamic republic; it marked the end of the Iranian Revolution.

Il 1999: Canada's Northwest Territories were divided to create Nunavut.
Starting in the mid-1970s, the Inuit (who are indigenous to the land)
began petitioning the Canadian government for greater control over
their affairs. A 1992 vote allowed the territories to be divided, and two
parliamentary acts were approved the following year: the Nunavut
Land Claims Agreement Act, which allowed the Inuit to control more
than 135,000 square miles of land (350,000 square km) while receiving
monetary compensation from the government, and the Nunavut Act,

which established Nunavut as a self-governing territory. Today, the Inuit

comprise roughly 86 percent of Nunavut's population.

MOVE YOUR CARS

t had been snowing for hours when

an announcement came over the
intercom: “Will the students who
are parked on University Drive
please move their cars so that
we may begin plowing.” Twenty
minutes later there was another
announcement: “Will the nine

hundred
students who  went to move
fourteen cars return to class.”

LAO TZU

" Melvin Durai

WE MIGHT NOT
MIND A ROBOT
CUTTING OUR
GRASS,

BUT WOULD WE
WANT A ROBOT
CUTTING

OUR HAIR?

uring a recent public
Ddance demonstration

in China’s Shaanxi
province, a humanoid robot
performed Kkicks and twirls to
the delight of adults and chil-
dren. But things went awry
when the robot strayed to the
edge of the cordoned-off area.
As it made a twirl, it slapped
a young boy.

The robot was arrested
and charged with battery. It
appeared before a judge and
made a plea -- to have its bat-
tery charged. The judge had no
mercy, giving it the harshest
sentence ever imposed on a
humanoid: “No battery charge
for three months, no public
dancing for six months, and
no Netflix for one year.”

Actually, I do not know if
the robot faced any conse-
quences for its actions. In a
video shared widely online,
the robot’s handlers immedi-
ately directed it toward the
center of the performance ar-
ea, where it continued danc-
ing, seemingly unaware that
it had not only struck a child

but damaged the reputation of
the entire robotic community.
(The child, thankfully, seemed
to be mostly stunned, not seri-
ously hurt.)

According to news reports,
the robot appeared to be a G1
humanoid, created by Chinese
tech firm Unitree Robotics for
research, education and com-
mercial applications. I'm not
sure which of those applications
pertains to public dancing, not
to mention public violence.

What’s clear to me is that
if a robot can strike a child,
some parents will not want
robots near their children,
while others will wonder if ro-
bots can be used to discipline
their children.

Father: “You’d better be-
have yourself or I'm going to
summon the robot.”

Teenaged son: “No, not
the robot! I don’t want to be
slapped.”

Father: “It won’t slap you. I've
programmed it to use a belt.”

Son: “Oh no, you’ve pro-
grammed it to leave a welt.
That’s child abuse!”

Father: “You said the same
thing when I smacked your
butt with my hand.”

Son: “Those were the good old
days. Such pleasant memories.”

Thankfully for children ev-
erywhere, it will be a long time
before robots are sophisticat-
ed enough to punish them, not
to mention affordable enough.
The G1 humanoid costs about
$13,500 (Rs 12.5 lakh). That’s a
lot of money to spend on a ma-
chine that might accidentally
slap you.

The child in Shaanxi prov-
ince was hardly the first
victim of a robot. Just a few
months ago, a Chinese man
was demonstrating how a
Unitree robot could mimic his
kickboxing movements. But
the robot got a little too close
to the man, and when the man
kicked his leg into the air, the
robot kicked the man in a very
sensitive area below his belt.

The video of this incident
went viral online, causing
men everywhere to grimace,
many wondering what kind
of an idiot would teach a ro-

bot to kickbox.

It’s only a matter of time,
of course, before robots are
trained for combat. Many
countries are reluctant to
send their soldiers to war, but
if they had a platoon of human-
oids, casualties would be min-
imized. If a robot were killed
in combat, it would not leave
behind a grieving widow.

But we need to be careful
what tasks we entrust to ro-
bots. We might not mind a
robot messaging our close
family members, but would
we want a robot massaging
them? No, that would be too
close for comfort.

We might not mind a robot
performing an operation for
us, but would we want a robot
performing an operation on
us? No, a robot holding a scal-
pel would be scary.

We might not mind a ro-
bot cutting our grass, but
would we want a robot cut-
ting our hair? No, a robot
in a barbershop gives me a
fear that I might leave with
just one ear.
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Selective morality

Sir, This refers to “The responsibility to protect,” Orissa POST,
March 31. The United Nation’s doctrine of Responsibility to Protect
(R2P), once projected as a moral cornerstone of global governance,
appears increasingly hollow in the context of the United States and
Israel conflict with Iran. Conceived to prevent mass atrocities, R2P
now stands exposed as a selectively applied principle, shaped more
by geopolitical expediency than humanitarian urgency. Its credi-
bility had already been eroded in earlier crises. In Syria, despite
catastrophic civilian suffering, global powers failed to act decisively
under R2P. In Yemen, prolonged humanitarian devastation drew
little meaningful intervention. Similarly, in Myanmar, the persecu-
tion of the Rohingya highlighted the doctrine's inability to protect
vulnerable populations when strategic interests intervene. Even
in Libya, where R2P was invoked, its implementation led to regime
change chaos, further discrediting its intent. In the present conflict,
the silence around R2P reinforces the perception of a double stan-
dard. Reduced to a tool of convenience, it risks being seen not as
a universal safeguard, but as an instrument of selective morality.

Heat stress on animals

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

Sir, As summer is almost at its peak, the threat of
heatwaves is looming large. Animals and birds
in the zoos are highly vulnerable to heat vagaries.
Dehydration and electric imbalance are common
conditions that affect zoo inmates; heat exhaustion
and heatstrokes can be fatal. Many zoos in India
are ill-equipped to handle the sweltering heat.
Sprinklers to spray cool water on cages have to be
made available in every zoo. Fans and air coolers
should be kept functional. “Nut grass” covering
of enclosures help due to their heat withstanding
property. Misting -- spraying liquid droplet sprays
—is handy as are rain guns. The importance of bal-
anced diet for animals and birds cannot be lost on
the zoo officials. Animals should be consistently fed
with the triplet of water melons, electrolyte pow-
der and vitamins. Foods mixed with ice-cakes are
provided to them in a lot of zoos to cool them down.

Ganapathi Bhat, AKOLA




ith a strong commitment
to transforming the ag-
ricultural landscape,
the state government
has outlined an ambitious and
well-structured financial roadmap
for the Agriculture and Farmers’
Empowerment Department for
2026-27. An impressive outlay of
%15,039.89 crore has been approved,
with a major share of ¥13,932.16 crore
dedicated to the effective implemen-
tation of development programmes
and farmer-centric schemes, along-
side ¥1,107.72 crore for administra-
tive support. The steady rise in bud-
_getary allocation, showing a 13.40%
increase over 2024-25 in 2025-26 and
a further 14.12% growth in 2026-27,
reflects a clear and sustained focus
on boosting productivity, strength-
ening rural livelihoods, and ensur-
ing inclusive growth for the farming
community across Odisha.

AGRICULTURE GROWTH

Odisha’s agriculture sector has
demonstrated remarkable
progress, outpacing
the national aver- =
age in the 2025- =%
26 advance 3‘7’
estimates.
While In- &=
dia’s agri- s
cultural
growth
stands at
3.1%, Odi-
sha has
achieved an
impressive
5.3%, reflect- ./
ing the state’s
sustained focus
on productivity and
farmer welfare. The state
has also recorded historic highs in
production, with foodgrain output
exceeding 150 lakh metric tonnes and
horticulture production crossing 156
lakh metric tonnes—both surpassing
previous records. Diversification ef-
forts have borne fruit with the suc-
cessful introduction of strawberry as
an exotic crop, now cultivated across
more than 1,000 hectares. Strength-
ening its global footprint, Odisha has
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On this proud occasion of Utkal Divas, Odisha shines
as a rising agricultural powerhouse, where tradition
meets innovation and the spirit of the soil fuels a new
era of prosperity. With record-breaking production,
expanding global exports, and a bold, future-ready
investment roadmap, the state is redefining what it means
to nurture growth from the ground up. From empowering
millions of farmers through transformative schemes to
embracing diversification, mechanisation, and sustainable
practices, Odisha’s agriculture story is one of resilience,
ambition, and inclusive progress. Rooted in its rich agrarian
heritage yet driven by modern vision, Odisha stands tall as a
beacon of food security, farmer empowerment, and sustainable
development for the nation.

exported 155.6 metric tonnes
of fruits and vegetables since
May 2024 to 10 countries,
including the UK, France,
Germany, UAE, and Qatar.

AGRICULTURE AND
ALLIED EDUCATION
(ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW
COLLEGES)

In a significant push to
strengthen agricultural ed-
ucation and research, the
state government has initiat-
ed the establishment of several
new institutions. These include
a College of Fisheries in Sonepur,
a College of Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry in Chiplima (Sambal-
pur), and new Colleges of Agricul-
ture in Bolangir and Mayurbhanj. A
budgetary allocation of 350 crore
has been made to support these §
initiatives, aimed at building g
skilled human resourc-
~ esand advanc-
ing innova- J

culture and allied
sectors.

he
I state
con-

tinues to implement a
wide range of farmer-centric
schemes to boost agricultural
productivity, income, and sustain-
ability.

Under the Samrudha Krushak
Yojana, farmers receive enhanced
support with paddy procurement
at 3,100 per quintal, above the
Minimum Support Price. During
Kharif 2024-25, the state procured
73.45 lakh metric tonnes of paddy

FOSIge

from 16.60 lakh
farmers, disbursing
35,876.57 crore as input
assistance. In the Rabi sea-
son, 19.18 lakh metric tonnes were
procured from 3.12 lakh farmers,
with ¥1,534.43 crore provided as as-
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Seéds o'f Change, Harvests of Hope

ODISHA’S
Agri Ascent

sistance. For 2026-27, a substantial
%6,088.40 crore has been earmarked
under the scheme.

To strengthen post-harvest infra-
structure, the state has supported
cold storage development by issuing
work orders to 10 entrepreneurs for
facilities with a combined capacity
of 29,785 metric tonnes. A budget
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of %63 crore has been allocated for
this initiative.

Under PM-KISAN, the state
undertook a special saturation
drive, adding more than five lakh
new farmers. A total of 34.24 lakh
beneficiaries received the 22nd in-
stallment March 13, 2026, ensuring
timely income support.

The CM-KISAN scheme has ex-
panded its reach to include small
and marginal farmers in urban ar-
eas. The programme now benefits
over 51 lakh farmers, including
39,239 landless households and
3,236 PVTG farmers. For 2026-27,
32,030.10 crore has been allocated
to sustain this support.

The Krushi Vidhya Nidhi
Yojana (KBNY) continues to en-
courage agricultural education.
In 2024-25, 13,923 students received
scholarships, and around 69,000
students have been selected this
year, with %291 crore earmarked
for disbursement.

The Shree Anna Abhiyan has
been expanded to 177 blocks across
all 30 districts, promoting millet
cultivation. The programme targets
procurement of 8 lakh quintals of
ragi in the current year, support-
ed by a budget of 3400 crore for
2026-27.

Through the Odisha Bal-
abhadra Jaivik Chasa Mission,
organic farming is being promot-
ed in districts such as Kandhamal,
Koraput, and Mayurbhanj. The
“Amruta Anna” initiative under
this mission focuses on producing
aromatic organic rice for religious
offerings at the Shree Jagannath
Temple. A budget of 328.49 crore
has been allocated for the pro-
gramme.

Farm mechanisation has seen
significant progress, with farm
power availability rising from 0.62
kW/ha in 2000-01 to 2.61 kW/ha in
2024-25. The state aims to further
increase this to 3.50 kW/ha by 2036
and 4.50 KkW/ha by 2047. Awareness
campaigns are being conducted
through multiple melas, and in
2025-26, subsidies worth %511.01
crore have already benefited over
58,000 farmers. A provision of 650
crore has been made for 2026-27.

The Mukhyamantri Krushi
Udyog Yojana (MKUY) is foster-
ing agri-entrepreneurship, with
1,622 enterprises receiving subsi-
dies of ¥246.52 crore during 2025—
26. The scheme has been allocated
%441.36 crore for the current finan-
cial year.

The Agriculture Production
Cluster (APC) programme is be-
ing implemented in 100 backward
blocks across 16 districts, focusing
on women Self-Help Groups. It has
successfully marketed 17,311 metric
tonnes of produce worth %63 crore.
For 2026-27, ¥38.49 crore has been
allocated.

To promote sustainable liveli-
hoods, the state is expanding cof-
fee plantation in districts such as

OIPR-

Koraput and Kandhamal. During
2025-26, 6,688 hectares of shade
plantation and 763 hectares of coffee
plantation were developed. A budget
0of %150 crore has been set aside for
this initiative.

The Comprehensive Rice Fal-
low Management programme, one
of India’s largest regenerative agri-
culture initiatives, encourages the
cultivation of pulses and oilseeds in
fallow lands after paddy harvesting.
A total 0f %329.10 crore has been allo-
cated to support this transformative
initiative.

Together, these initiatives under-
line Odisha’s commitment to inclu-
sive, sustainable, and growth-ori-
ented agricultural development,
positioning the state as a leader in
the sector.
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Minor from Andhra Pradesh
gangraped in Berhampur
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Accused Arjun Nayak and Aditya Nayak

POST NEWS NETWORK

Berhampur, March 31: A mi-
nor girl from Andhra Pradesh
was allegedly drugged and
gangraped in Berhampur,
police said Tuesday. Three
persons including a minor
have been arrested in this
connection.

Two of the accused, identi-
fied as Arjun Nayak (22), and

Aditya Nayak (19), of Lanjipal-
1li, were forwarded to court in
connection with a case regis-
tered at Gosaninuagaon police
station (111/26). The third ac-
cused, a minor boy has been
produced before the Juvenile
Justice Board.

Berhampur SP Saravana
Vivek M said the victim has
undergone medical examina-
tion and was produced before

MAN GETS LIFE TERM FOR
RAPING STEPDAUGHTER

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, March 31: A
special POCSO court in Jhar-
suguda Tuesday sentenced a
man to life imprisonment for
raping his four-year-old step-
daughter, while awarding two
years’ rigorous imprisonment
to the child’s mother for failing
to report the crime.

The verdict was delivered
by Additional District and
Sessions Judge-cum-Special
POCSO Judge Pooja Sarangi

~in a case registered at Brajara-
jnagar Police Station. The court
convicted the main accused,
Pankaj Podh, under relevant
provisions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Podh was sentenced to

life imprisonment and fined

%10,000, with an additional one-
year rigorous imprisonment in
case of a default in payment.

Co-accused Anu Bag, the vic-
tim’s mother, was convicted un-
der provisions of the BNS, POC-
SO Act and the Juvenile Justice
Act for not reporting the offence
despite having knowledge of it.
She was sentenced to two years’
rigorous imprisonment along
with a fine.

According to the prosecution,
the incident took place June 27,
2025, during Rath Yatra, when
the accused took the child out
on the pretext of showing her
the festival and sexually as-
saulted her.

The crime came to light
the next day after the child
complained of pain and was
taken to hospital, where doc-
tors informed police. A case
was registered June 30, and a
chargesheet was filed promptly.

Based on the evidence, the
court convicted the main ac-
cused, Pankaj Podh, under Sec-
tions 65(2), 64(2)(f) and 115(2) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and
Section 6(1) of the POCSO Act.

The victim’s mother, Anu
Bag, was convicted under Sec-
tion 115(2) of the BNS, Section
21 of the POCSO Act and Section
75 of the Juvenile Justice Act.

the Child Welfare Committee.
A DSP-rank officer is investi-
gating the case.

Police said the girl had fled
her home in Andhra Pradesh
March 24 after alleged sex-
ual abuse by her stepfather,
against whom a separate case
has already been registered.
She reached Berhampur by
train and was staying near the
railway station, working at a
tea stall.

The minor boy allegedly
took her to an abandoned
place March 29 night where
Arjun and Aditya were pres-
ent. They allegedly gave in-
toxicants to the minor boy
and the girl, after which
both lost consciousness. The
accused duo then allegedly
raped the girl.

Locals later found her lying
in the area and informed the po-
lice who rescued the girl. Based
on her statement, a case was
registered and the accused were
subsequently apprehended.

Sexagenarian murdered ove

PROMOTING EDUCATION: Students of Gobindpur Government UP School in Keonjhar town take out a rally as part of ‘Asa School Jiba’ campaign
aimed to prevent school dropouts and reintegrate children into formal education, Tuesday

witchcraft suspicion; four held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sundargarh, March 31:
Deep-rooted superstition con-
tinues to haunt parts of Sund-
argarh district, as an elderly
man was allegedly killed and
his wife injured in a brutal at-
tack over suspected witchcraft
practice, Monday night.

The incident occurred in
Kendakhole village under Sa-
dar police limits, where a group
of villagers allegedly assaulted
an elderly couple, suspecting
them of practicing witchcraft.

The deceased has been iden-
tified as Mahadeb Pradhan
(65). His wife, Amila Pradhan,
sustained injuries in the attack

and is undergoing treatment.

Police said a team reached
the spot Tuesday morning,
seized the body and sent it for
post-mortem. A case has been
registered and four persons
have been arrested in connec-
tion with the murder.

The accused have been iden-
tified as Kumud Bag (37), Lab
Kujur (22), Shiva Pradhan (40),
and Pramod Bag (35). Police
have also seized weapons used
in the crime, including a blow-
pipe, sticks and a knife.

According to police, Ma-
hadeb and his wife lived alone
in the village, as their only
daughter has been married off
and resides in Balijuri village.

LPG pain: Koraput eateries cook up innovation

NARENDRA RAUT, OP

Koraput, March 31: At a time
when cooking gas crisis contin-
ues to disrupt daily life in Kora-
put, small business owners are
being forced to rethink survival
strategies. At the bustling Gun-
thaguda Chowk, where roadside
eateries serve as lifelines for lo-
cals and travelers alike, one ho-
tel owner’s resilience has turned
adversity into innovation.
Gitanjali Patnaik, who runs
a modest yet popular hotel at
the chowk, has adopted alter-
native cooking methods to keep
her kitchen running. With LPG
cylinders becoming increasing-
ly difficult to procure, she, like
many others in the area, has
resorted to traditional and im-
provised solutions. “Due to the
scarcity of gas these days, we
have started using wooden bun-
dle chulhas for cooking. Along

10 sentenced to life

in 2019 murder case

KEONJHAR: A district and sessions
court in Keonjhar Tuesday sentenced 10
persons to life imprisonment in a murder
case linked to a dispute over sharing
money from the sale of a bull. District and
Sessions Judge G.C. Behera also imposed
a fine of 10,000 on each convict. Failure
to pay the fine will result in an additional
six months in jail, the order said. The inci-
dent occurred in 2019 in the Patna police
station area. The convicts are Dhaneswar
Majhi (22), Balaram Majhi (45), Kadu
Majhi (70), Mirza Majhi (45), Bhajahari
Majhi (22), Mangata Majhi (25), Sukadev
Majhi (22), Benju Majhi (21), Ma Sanga
Majhi (25), and Shyamsundar Majhi (58).
According to the prosecution, a stray bull
had wandered into Phulpahali Bhalughar
Sahi. Complainant Fagu Majhi sheltered
the animal and later sold it for 8,000 as
no owner came forward to claim it.
Villagers questioned his father, Kade
Majhi, and demanded the money at a
meeting July 25, 2019. When he failed to
produce it, he was allegedly dragged to
the spot and assaulted. His body was
found the next evening.

with that, we are also using
what is commonly known as
a rocket chulha, or engine oil
chulha,” she said.

While the idea of an engine
oil chulha may raise eye-
brows, Patnaik assures that it
has proven to be both efficient
and economical. According
to her, the cost of operating
these alternatives is signifi-
cantly lower as compared to
conventional gas cylinders.

“The production cost is
much cheaper than gas. It
helps us continue our busi-
ness without incurring heavy

expenses,” she said.

The innovation has not only
helped her sustain operations
but has also provided relief to
other hotel owners in the local-
ity. Many have begun adopting
similar methods, finding them
practical in the face of ongoing
shortages. What stands out,

Youth killed chasing cattle-laden vehicle

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bahanaga, March 31: A
youth was Kkilled and anoth-
er sustained critical injuries
after being hit by a speeding
cattle-laden vehicle while chas-
ing it on National Highway 16
near Barikpur under Soro po-
lice limits in Balasore district
Tuesday. The vehicle was lat-
er apprehended by the police,
while the driver fled the spot.
Members of a cow protection
group and Bajrang Dal staged a
protest later in the day, placing
the body on the highway near
Khantapada police station and
demanding compensation.
Reports said that cow vigi-
lantes chased the vehicle early

in the morning following infor-
mation about an alleged cattle
smuggling. Two youths Krupa-
sindhu Behera and Lambodhar
Mohapatra of Alsuan village
under Kasaba Jaypur pancha-
yat chased the vehicle on a mo-
torcycle before it rammed them
near Khantapada on NH-16.
Locals rushed the injured to
Soro hospital, where doctors de-
clared Behera dead. Mohapatra,
who sustained critical injuries,
was shifted to Balasore and lat-
er referred to SB Medical Col-
lege and hospital in Cuttack for
advanced treatment.
Khantapada police seized the
vehicles and registered a case
in this connection. Further in-
vestigations are on.

Patnaik noted, is that despite
initial concerns, the engine
oil chulha functions without
emitting unpleasant smell or
excessive smoke, maintaining
hygiene standards essential for
food preparation.

However, beneath this story
of adaptability lies a deeper con-
cern. The ongoing gas shortage
has exposed the vulnerability of
small-scale food businesses that
rely heavily on timely supply of
essential resources. For many,
switching to alternatives is not
a choice but a necessity.

As Koraput grapples with
this issue, voices like Patnaik’s
highlight both the struggles
and the spirit of local entre-
preneurs. While these tempo-
rary solutions offer relief, ma-
ny hope for a more stable and
reliable system that ensures
uninterrupted access to basic
cooking fuel in the days ahead.

Locals allegedly suspected Ma-
hadeb of practicing sorcery and
branded Amila a ‘witch’.

The suspicion became stron-
ger after several villagers
reportedly fell ill, leading to
rumours that the couple was
responsible. Acting on these be-
liefs, the four accused alleged-
ly went to the couple’s house
at around 8.30pm Monday and
attacked them with weapons.

Mahadeb died on the spot,
while his wife was seriously
injured.

The couple’s daughter,
Jayanti Bag, said she received
information about the incident
over the phone late at night.
She rushed to her parental
home early Tuesday, shifted
her injured mother to hospital
and lodged a written complaint
with police.

Sadar SDPO Nirmal Moha-
patra, along with a scientific
team, visited the crime scene
and began an investigation.

During interrogation, the
accused reportedly confessed
to carrying out the attack
over suspicion of witchcraft.
Police have registered a case
(185/2026) and further investi-
gation is underway.

OP PHOTO

r Man kills wife, attempts

suicide over money

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhawanipatna, March 31: A
man allegedly killed his wife
over a monetary dispute and
later attempted suicide in Ka-
lahandi district, police said
Tuesday.

The incident occurred at
Sanyasi Kundamal village
under Junagarh police lim-
its. The accused, identified as
Pramod Chandan (57), alleged-
ly murdered his wife Kasturi
(54), and buried her body in
their farmland.

According to police, the
couple frequently quarrelled
over money related to paddy
earnings, which had report-
edly been spent during their
son Yuvraj’s marriage. The
couple had gone to their field
Monday for work when an ar-
gument broke out again over
the same issue.

In a fit of rage, Pramod al-
legedly attacked Kasturi with
a spade, killing her on the spot.
He then buried the body near
a haystack in the field and re-
turned home.

Later that night, he allegedly
consumed poison in a reported
suicide attempt and confessed
the crime to his son.

He was first taken to Ju-

Sonepur DRCS suspended
over recruitment row

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sonepur, March 31: The Odi-
sha government Tuesday sus-
pended Sanjay Kumar Tripa-
thy, District Registrar of
Cooperative Societies
(DRCS) in Subarnapur
following allegations
of irregularities in
recruitment at a Pri-
mary Agricultural Co- ‘-
operative Society (PACS)

in the district.

The action was taken under
provisions of the Odisha Civil
Services rules on the direction
of the governor. During the
suspension period, Tripathy
will be attached to the office of
the Sambalpur DRCS, and he
has been directed not to leave
without prior permission.

The move comes after re-
ports of alleged nepotism in

appointments at the Maradu-
gochha PACS in Tarbha block
surfaced. Officials, including
the secretary, a peon and a
night watchman, allegedly se-
cured jobs for their sons
and relatives through
voluntary retirement
schemes, enabling im-
mediate appointments
on the same day.
District Collector
Nruparaj Sahu had sought
an explanation from Tripathy
and reviewed related files after
the issue surfaced. Although
the appointments were later
cancelled, the matter triggered
protests among local farmers
and residents. Following an in-
quiry that indicated violations
of government norms, includ-
ing bypassing due recruitment
procedures, the collector rec-
ommended disciplinary action.

'Chaitra Mangalabara festlval at Tara Tarini ends

POST NEWS NETWORK

Purushottampur, March 31:
The annual 'Chaitra Manga-
labara' festival of Maa Tara
Tarini, the presiding deity of
Ganjam district, concluded
peacefully Tuesday, drawing
thousands of devotees from
across the region.

On the final day, the twin
goddesses were adorned in
the Basanti Durga attire, of-
fering a special darshan that
left devotees deeply emotion-
al. Many offered prayers and
vowed to return next year af-
ter seeking blessings on the
auspicious occasion.

Temple rituals began early,
with doors opening at around

2.30am, followed by traditional
ceremonies including mangal
aarti, abhishek and other rites.
By 4:30am, the deities were pre-

sented for public viewing. Ton-
suring rituals also commenced
early, with devotees fulfilling
vows for themselves and their
children.

Pilgrims reached the hilltop
shrine either by climbing the
999 steps or using buses and
ropeway services.

Elaborate  arrangements
were made to ensure smooth
conduct of the festival. Local
officials and police author-
ities supervised the event,
while volunteers and temple
servitors assisted in manag-
ing the large turnout.

The successful conclusion
of the yatra was widely ap-
preciated by devotees and
authorities alike.

nagarh Community Health
Centre and later shifted to the
district headquarters hospital
in Bhawanipatna, where he is
undergoing treatment under
police custody.

Initially, the accused misled
police by claiming he had dis-
posed of the body in a canal. Af-
ter a search yielded no results,
he revealed the actual burial
site in the field, from where
police recovered the body and
sent it for post-mortem.

A case (173/26) has been reg-
istered at Junagarh police sta-
tion, and further investigation
is underway, police said.

Cargo services
at Jharsuguda
airport soon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, March 31: Cargo
operations are set to begin soon
at Veer Surendra Sai Airport in
Jharsuguda, airport Director
Upendra Nath Dhaundia said
Monday.

A high-level committee led by
J.P. Baxla, regional director of
the Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS), Bhubaneswar,
inspected the airport’s securi-
ty arrangements. The team in-
cluded senior officials from the
Airports Authority of India, in-
telligence agencies and various
airline service providers.

The committee conducted a
detailed assessment of the feasi-
bility of handling cargo through
the passenger terminal. It ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
existing security protocols and
required infrastructure after a
comprehensive review.

Dhaundia said cargo opera-
tions will be launched on a small
scale in the initial phase. The
process to start the service has
reached its final stage, and neces-
sary approvals are expected soon.

Initially, cargo movement
will be limited due to infra-
structure constraints, with
plans for expansion based on
demand in the future.

The introduction of cargo
services is expected to enhance
logistics capacity in western
Odisha and provide a boost to
local industries and trade, the
airport director added.
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of drums and the fanfare of Sharadiya
Durga Puja, Cuttack’s lanes quietly
come alive with the mellower, more intimate
celebration of Basanti Durga Puja. Held in the
Odia month of Chaitra (March-April), Bas-
anti Puja is not just a smaller cousin of the
grand autumn festival,; it is, by tradition, the
original seasonal worship of Goddess Durga,
preserved in Cuttack with a mix of ritual
rigour and community warmth.

E very spring, long before the thunder

Historical and mythological roots
Scriptures and local priests trace Basanti
Durga Puja to the legendary King Suratha,
who is said to have first worshipped the
Goddess in spring to regain his kingdom
and spiritual clarity. Tradition teaches
that this Basanti (springtime) worship
was the true season for Durga’s invoca-
tion, later eclipsed by the autumn Sharadi-
ya Puja that became popular after Lord
Rama’s legendary Akal Bodhan (untimely
worship) to seek Her blessings before bat-
tling the demon King Ravana. In Cuttack,
where Durga Puja in public mandaps
dates back about 500 years, Basanti Puja
is seen as a revival of that older, more

“season-correct” layer of devotion.

Spring rituals and the Bel tree
Basanti Durga Puja in Cuttack is typ-
ically a five-day affair, beginning with
the Sasthi Puja and culminating in
a grand Visarjan (immersion) pro-
cession. One of the most distinctive
features is the ‘Bela Barani’ or ‘Bil-
wadhibasa’ ritual, in which a wood-ap-
ple (Bel) tree or sapling is worshipped
as the symbolic body of the Goddess
before the main prana pratishtha (in-
vocation of life) in the idol. This act
of venerating the bilwa plant, rather
than starting with the usual ghata
(brass/metal pot) for Bodhan, sets
Basanti Puja apart from the later ad-
dition of Sharadiya rites.

As in the autumn festival, devo-
tees observe Ashtami as the peak
day, complete with Sandhi Puja at
the cusp of Ashtami and Navami,
when 108 lamps are lit to honour

the moment Durga vanquished
the demon

L
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A QUIETER—,

SPRINGTIME
DURGA PUJA

Mahishasura. Yet the atmosphere in spring
is quieter, more intimate, with smaller
crowds and a focus on Vedic and tantric
chants than on the commercial-cultural
spectacle of October.

Special pujas in Cuttack’s mandaps

This year, around 18 mandaps across Cut-
tack joined the Basanti Durga Puja, each add-
ing its own nuance to the city’s spiritual tap-
estry. The Ring Road puja pandal in CDA, for
instance, installed an idol of Bharat
Mata, blending nationalist
symbolism with tradi-
tional Durga wor-
ship. The Mar-
wadi Club
mandap
at Man-
ik

ROYAL ENFIELD
NOW AT PIPILI

Main Road, Near Pipili Hospital, 9556183636

BHUBANESWAR

Lewis Road, Opp. Shree Hospital, 9237393636

Ghose Bazar chose to consecrate Goddess
Vaishno Devi, underscoring the communi-
ty’s syncretic devotion and regional diversity.

One of the more distinctive choices was
the Machhua Bazaar mandap, which wor-
shipped Sarpa Durga, the serpent-associat-
ed form of the Goddess, emphasising pro-
tection from snakebites and other hidden
dangers. Other long-standing venues such
as Balu bazaar, Mangalabag, and Chandni
Chowk continue to honour the classic Ma-
hisasura-Mardini Durga, yet
their ritual order re-
mains rooted in
the Basanti

{% puja mandap in the city to take stock of

OrissaPOST . P5

public attention forcing
mandaps to observe in a
grand manner. However,
Cuttack city continues to
observe the spring-time
puja of Maa Durga keeping
our tradition alive.”

Many devotees in Cuttack
see Basanti Puja as a “return
to the roots”: a chance to re-
connect with the pre-colonial,
seasonal rhythm of Durga
worship, untouched by the
modern commercialisation of
the autumn festival. Yet both
forms now coexist in the city’s
calendar, each feeding a dif-
ferent need; the first in spring
offering a quieter, more con-
templative devotion, and the
second in autumn turning the
streets into a roaring celebra-
tion of falth art and communi-
i F m'r'

spring-specific mantras and offerings.
The Cuttack Mahanagar Shanti Commit-
tee coordinates and regulates Basanti Durga
Puja by aligning all puja committees under
a common schedule for rituals and immer-
sion, ensuring smooth traffic and crowd
management. It acts as a bridge between
puja organisers, police, and the municipal
administration, helping to prevent disputes,
maintain law and order, and uphold com-
munal harmony during the five-day spring
festival. Through timely meetings and stan-
dardised guidelines, the committee enables
the 18 mandaps citywide to celebrate Bas-
anti Durga Puja in a festive yet disci-
v plined manner.
== Dipayan Patnayak, Joint Secretary of
" Cuttack Mahanagar Shanti Committee
said, “The committee members visit every

the situation and to resolve any dispute
that may have arisen. They ensure the
puja gets complete with the immersion
of the idols in a peaceful and seamless
manner.”
Speaking about the significance
of Basanti Durga Puja, Patnaik said,
“Originally, Durga Puja was observed
only during spring time in all our Odia

ty. In this duality, Cuttack’s Basanti
Durga Puja remains a living testa-
ment to how an ancient tradition can
bloom softly, even in the shadow of a

.,ﬂ\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

families. But later on, the Sharadiya pu-
ja gained popularity and attracted

louder festival.
m
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l ARIES

Good news may bring
cheer to you today! A job,
a wedding, some profit... it
could be personal or professional. Giving
your best is almost a habit with you, says
Ganesha, and it will pay off today.

[l TAURUS Gy

Luck is a four-leaf clover in /
your pocket. You might get

the long desired success in education relat-
ed matters today — a favourable result of a
competitive examination, maybe. You will
proudly smile at your power of resilience
and sense of proportion, says Ganesha.

l GEMINI

It is a day filled with joy
and happiness on the
home front. You will spend
a lot of time with children. You will
complete long pending household
projects as well as take an interest in
ironing out differences between family
members, says Ganesha.

H CANCER %
There is a chance today

to benefit from women-

folk. Though you are methodical and
disciplined in your work, you will feel
rudderless. Yet you will et relief from this
monotony and feel jovial, says Ganesha.

M LEO

You will feel a little uneasy

today. You will feel that

nothing is going right. You

will try to organise yourself and concen-
trate your scattered energies today. This
phase of uncertainity will be gone ina
few days, assures Ganesha.

You will enchant people

with your adaptability and
surroundings. For those who are in love,
something unexpected may take place,
by things will turn out to be in your
interest. You will spend quality time

to strengthen bonding in the family by
taking on responsibility and honouring

H VIRGO Vi
your desire to gel with your 2
but there is no need to panic as by and
with your family. Ganesha advises you

your family traditions.

H LIBRA r’
Ganesha says you will be ‘k ‘k
able to spend ample time

with your loved ones and may even tak-
en them out for lunch or dinner which

will bring you more closer to them. You
will even try to please them by shower-
ing them with gifts and presents today.

Il SCORPIO

There's always a first time,

and today is the day when

you would seal a profitable

deal for your new business venture. How-
ever, close the deal only if it is beneficial
for a long term. Be cautious and watch
your steps carefully to avoid any unfortu-
nate situation.

B SAGITTARIUS GRFAR
~~-

as you attend a series of

parties and events today, w

old pals and relive good ol' days. Also,

you meet your extended family! It's time

You are a social butterfly
says Ganesha. You may even bump into
for soiree and merry-making.

H CAPRICORN VR
Print and electronic media

will attract your attention, .

if you're just planning to

begin your career. Your spiritual and
philosophical approach give you inner
peace, and also inspire you to visit a holy
place. Overall, you will have a balanced
day, today, says Ganesha.

[l AQUARIUS

You will try everything to
please your colleagues
and bosses, but they will
still have something negative to say
about your performance. In order to
be in the good books of everyone you
end up hurting your own interests,
feels Ganesha. The second half of the
day promises to be relaxing, thanks to
your sweetheart who will make special
efforts to lighten your burden of work.

[l PISCES

If you are the leader of a f
project or a team, then today

is your day. Your enthusiasm

and creativity will give a sense of pur-
pose and direction to your colleagues.
You are more concerned about the
means rather than the ends. Today is a
good day to progress on the work-front.
While no remarkable events are likely to
occur in your personal life, your family
will expect you to pay attention to their
needs, says Ganesha.

action films

Mumbai: Akshay Kumar has weighed
in on the growing dependence on VFX
and AI in action cinema, expressing
his preference for raw, practical stunts
over digitally enhanced sequences. In a
recent interaction with Press Trust of
India, the actor, who is known for his
action sequences, opened up about how
the landscape of action filmmaking has
evolved over the years—and why he
believes authenticity is getting lost in

the process.

“There is a huge difference in the
way action films are being made today.
Earlier, the action would be real; now,
everything is done in VFX. It’s not fun
as it feels fake. I want to make a film,
which is real," Akshay said, highlight-
ing his concern over the increasing use
of computer-generated effects.

Known for performing many of his
own stunts, the actor emphasised
his desire to return to a more
grounded style of action
filmmaking. “If I'm jump-
ing, then I'm jumping for
real and not using VFX,
or if I'm kicking, then
I’'m kicking for real, not
like 15 people helping

at VFX-heavy

me kick people.”

He went on to add, “I
want to make an action
film without the use of
VFX. I'm saying this
in the era of Al, and
people may think what
they wish to, but I want
to do an action film
that is a real action

film.”

| PEANUTS

ALCUEVEEIVR No comparisons
life please; Shweta

Mumbai:

in life.

characters.

in fact, not just
with  your
characters,
I think
in
life,

IANS

Actress
Shweta Tripathi, who
is known for her work
in Masaan and the
crime drama series
Mirzapur, does not ap-
preciate comparisons

The actress attended
the International Film
Festival Delhi (IFFD)
2026 in the national
capital Tuesday. She
spoke with the media
stationed at the venue,
and shared that she
doesn’t compare her

She said, “No, like
there should be no
competition in your
children, you should
not be choosy, your
characters are also
like that, every work
of yours is special. So
you should not com-
pare yourself, and

DAKOTA RECALLS BEING
TAGGED AS ‘POMPOUS’

Hollywood star Dakota Johnson took a
stroll down memory lane and recalled
how she was called “pompous”. “l did an
audition and the feedback | got was that
because | had gone and introduced myself
and shook everyone's hand, that | was,

like, pompous,” she shared.

comparison for me is
not a value.”

Earlier, the actress
travelled to Amster-
dam to attend a live

music composer Hans
Zimmer. The actress

wish to watch him
perform live. Zimmer
is known for shap-
ing the contours
of Hollywood, and
adding depth to
stories through
his music. For
Shweta, film
music has al-
ways been
more than just
something
that plays
in the back-
ground.

IANS

n

concert by the Oscar
and Grammy-winning

had a long-standing

ZENDAYA: HOPE PEOPLE
DON’T GET SICK OF ME

any of the movies (and) supports my

interview with Fandango.

|
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optimism
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Bhumi's

Mumbai: Actress Bhumi
Pednekkar, who recently
attended the International
Film Festival Delhi (IFFD)
2026, believes that while the
space for women-led nar-
ratives may be shrinking
in mainstream cinema, the
rise of OTT platforms
has opened
up stronger
and more
mean-
ingful
s oppor-
b tun-
B ities
for fe-
male
ac-
tors.
“I
feel
| with

>"\__‘ —

s
ads
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A
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Culture, Govt of India.

Actress Zendaya has a jam-packed year
with many releases throughout 2026. “I
just hope people don’t get sick of me, and
| really appreciate everyone who supports

career in any kind of way,” she said in an

Artistes of Puri-based theatre troupe Rangashala performed Odia play Adrushya Nata on the last evening of
the event at Rabindra Mandap, Tuesday. Written by Harihar Mishra, the drama was directed by Bikram Kumar
Sahoo.Thefestival PurvaRangawasorganised by DepartmentofLanguage,Literature & Culture,GovtofOdishain
collaboration with Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi and Eastern Zonal Cultural Centre(Kolkata), Ministry of

OTT, especially for women,
the narrative has become a
lot stronger because a lot of
those shows, a lot of those
films are led by women,
which is maybe shrinking
in mainstream cinema,”
Bhumi, who started her film
journey in an unconvention-
al role in the 2015 film Dum
Laga Ke Haisha, said.
“Unfortunately, it’s real-
ly heartbreaking that that’s
happening,” added the ac-
tress, who was then seen in
meaningful cinema such as
Toilet: Ek Prem Katha, Shubh
Mangal Saavdhan, Bala and

Saand Ki Aankh.
She acknowledged that
digital platforms have

emerged as a powerful al-
ternative, offering rich and
diverse roles driven by
women. According to her,
this shift has allowed actress-
es to explore more layered
and courageous roles.

“But at the same time,
there’s a rise of these plat-
forms where we get great
opportunities. So absolutely,
I think women have always
been a lot more courageous,
and they are a lot more brave
while choosing their scripts.”

“And I think OTT just kind
of gives them the right plat-
form,” concluded Bhumi.

IANS
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

HOURE LUCKY, DO {OU
KNOW THAT. BIRP?
YOU'RE LUCKY BECAUSE
4oU PON'T HAVE TO
STUDY MATH!

40U DON'T HAVE TOKNOW| | You'Re Y LUK

ABOUT RATIONALIZING HOURE REERLATCEE
THE DENOMINATOR AND | [ LT |
DUMB THINGS LIKE THAT

o
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| CALVIN AND HOBBES

LEAVE YOUR TIGER IN
THE CAR, CALVIN. S

CANT HOBRES OME
ALONG, DAD? HE WON'T
EAT ANYBQDY !

WELL, AT LEAST LET ME
5| OPEN THE WINDOW AND
| GIVE HIM SOME AR

SEE IF HELL LENE THE
' ' I N
LISTEN T THE RADIO .

THOSE DARN

BOCOMICS.COM/BREVITY 3-3|

SQUIRRELS! THEY
GET ALL THE SEED!
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Since 2019-20, the
Modi government and
the BJP have collected
323,000 crore by ‘pick-
pocketing’ the people
of Karnataka alone

AMBEDKAR’S
STATUE VANDALISED

A statue of B R Ambedkar,
installed atop a building in
Noorpur Jattan village here,
was vandalised Tuesday by
some unidentified persons,

RANDEEP SINGH SURJEWALA |
CONGRESS GENERAL SECRETARY

police said

g F 1 =2 4 s

'Rahul raises BJP-Left ‘deal’

RahulTuesday attended poll rallies in Kannur, and at Kallachi, Perambra
and Koyilandy in Kozhikode district, where he reiterated his charge that the
Congress-led UDF is fighting the combined forces of the LDF and the BJP

For the

oy JUOTC L 4
b

approach has been
adopted, with
vehicles now being
provided to station
house officers at the ground level
instead of only senior officers

BHAGWANT MANN | PUNJAB CM

The issue of
recruitment
has already

been discussed in
detail during this
session. We all
want the process PR a
to be transparent and time-bound.
However, time-bound should not
mean rushing matters and ending
up in court the next day

OMAR ABDULLAH | J&K CM

The Congress
has com-
mitted an

unpardonable
crime by including
Zubeen’s name J
and his death /

in its election manifesto. If the
Congress wants to pay real tribute
to Zubeen, they can hire a lawyer...
they can bring Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, who can argue the case
free of cost in the fast-track court

HIMANTA BISWA SARMA I ASSAM CM

POST
OF THE DAY

" | post against Israel.
. | post against
¥ Trump.
W | post against
<ifg America.
< ,. | post against
* Pakistan. | post
against Gulf states.
| post against many countries.
Many of those countries are not even
democratic.
But I have never received any notice
that their governments asked to
_remove my posts.
When | criticise BJP and Modi, my
posts are regularly removed and |
have multiple cases and FIRs against
me. Just imagine the state of Indian
democracy. Indian courts must
step in to stop Indian democracy
becoming a joke in the world.
@mohitlaws

SHORT TAKES

¥ Kidney transplant racket:
5 docs among 6 arrested

Kanpur (UP): Uttar Pradesh
Police has identified four more
suspects as it widened its probe
into anillegal kidney transplant
racket operating through
multiple private hospitals in
Kanpur. Earlier Tuesday, the
police arrested five doctors

and the alleged kingpin of

the racket, officials said. The
arrests followed late-night raids
conducted Monday at Med-Life
Hospital, Ahuja Hospital, and
Priya Hospital in the Kalyanpur
area, by a joint team of police and
health department officials led
by Chief Medical Officer Haridutt
Nemi, said Commissioner of
Police Raghubir Lal.

¥ CBI arrests MCD
dy commissioner

New Delhi: The CBI has
arrested two senior officials of
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), including a deputy
commissioner, for allegedly
demanding Rs 4 lakh to make

a favourable report for two
suspended employees of the
civic body, officials said Tuesday.

[l Student ends life

Faridabad: A 16-year-old
student allegedly committed
suicide by hanging at his
home in Faridabad after
getting low marks in his

Class XI examination, police
said Tuesday. The deceased,
identified as Ayush, lived

with his parents in a rented
accommodation in the Gandhi
Nagar area, they said, adding
that the results of his Class XI
examinations were announced
Monday and he had scored low
marks in some subjects, which
left him distressed.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kannur/Kozhikode (Kerala),
March 31:Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi Tuesday again tar-
geted the BJP and Left front, al-
leging a “partnership” between
them and said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wants the rul-
ing LDF to win the Assembly
election during his poll cam-
paigns in north Kerala.

RahulTuesday attended poll
rallies in Kannur, and at Kalla-
chi, Perambra and Koyilandy
in Kozhikode district, where
he reiterated his charge that
the Congress-led UDF is fight-
ing the combined forces of the
LDF and the BJP.

In Kannur, two former
CPI(M) leaders - V Kunhikrish-
nan and T K Govindan - who
are contesting as independents
with the support of the UDF
were also present on the stage.

“This election is a fight be-
tween two ideologies - that of
the Left Front led by CPI(M)
and that of the UDF. For the
first time, we are seeing a part-
nership between the BJP and
the Left Front,” he said.

He said that it is quite sur-
prising that a Left party is
aligning with an extreme Right-
wing party, as they have dia-
metrically opposite ideologies.

“So the question is, how is

Leander Paes joins BJP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Swap-
ping diving volleys for a polit-
ical pitch, Indian
tennis great Lean-
der Paes Tuesday
joined the Bhara-
tiya Janata Party
(BJP), signalling
the start of a new
chapter after a ca-
reer that defined Indian tennis
across generations.

The 51-year-old Paes has
joined the ruling party ahead of
assembly elections in West Ben-
gal where Trinamool Congress is
in power. Interestingly, Paes had
joined Mamata Banerjee's party
in 2021 and campaigned for it
during the Goa elections in 2022.
For over three decades, Paes was
the face of Indian tennis. He was
one of few tennis players from
the country who thrived on big
occasions and hostile crowds.

it possible that a Left party
combines with a Right-wing
party? This is like a puzzle,"

Gandhi said. “Some answers
to the puzzle are sitting on the
stage. There are two veteran
leaders from CPI(M) here today.
Why are they sitting on our
stage and not campaigning for
CPI(M) and the chief minister?”
he asked.

Gandhi alleged that what is
today called the Left Front is no
longer a Left or even a centrist
formation.

“In fact, they are partnering
with the BJP because they are
corporate parties. They are no
longer parties of the people.
The proof is sitting on the stage
now. People with Left-minded
thinking are with the Congress,
and the party is supporting
them,” he said.

Questioning the BJP’s stand

in Kerala, Gandhi said while
the prime minister speaks
about religion, temples and God
elsewhere, he does not raise the
Sabarimala gold loss issue in
the state.

He alleged that CPI(M) lead-
ers were involved in the gold
loss at Sabarimala and accused
the BJP of “remaining silent”
on the issue.

“The so-called defender of
Hinduism does not speak about
Sabarimala when he comes to
Kerala. He wants the Left Front
to win the election in the state,”
Gandhi said.

He further said Left leaders
contesting elections as inde-
pendents with the support of
the UDF show that the CPI(M)
is no longer a true Left party.

Gandhi said the reason is
that the BJP wants the CPI(M)
in power in Kerala.

I-T dept notifies
all 7 ITR forms
for AY 2026-27

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: The
Income Tax department has
notified all income tax return
forms for the assessment year
(AY) 2026-27.

While ITR forms 1-4, filed by
small and medium taxpayers,
were notified March 30, ITR
forms 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7, as well
as ITR-U (for filing updated re-
turns), were notified Tuesday.

With the ITR (income tax re-
turn) notification, individuals,
businesses and other entities
can start filing I-T returns for
the income earned in the finan-
cial year 2025-26.

The last date of filing ITR for
individuals and those who do
not have to get their accounts
audited is July 31.AKM Global
Partner-Tax Sandeep Sehgal
said ITR-1 appears to have wid-
ened its scope for AY 2026-27 by
permitting certain taxpayers to
report income from up to two
house properties. Earlier, the
form was generally understood
to be restricted to income from
one house property only, often
requiring taxpayers with a sec-
ond house property to migrate
to ITR-2 or ITR-3.

“By doing this, it could help
taxpayers to reduce the com-
pliance burden in such cases
wherein they were required
to disclose the income of two
house properties in ITR 2 or
ITR 3,” Sehgal said.

SNIPPETS

35 Naxalites surrender
in Chhattisgarh

RAIPUR: A total of 35 Naxalites
surrendered before security forces
across five districts in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar region Tuesday, just hours
before the Centre's March 31
deadline to eliminate Left Wing
Extremism (LWE) ends, officials
said.Of them, 25 cadres, including
12 women, belonging to the
Dandakaranya Special Zonal
Committee (DKSZC) of Maoists,

surrendered in Bijapur district under :

the police's 'Poona Margem' (from

rehabilitation to social reintegration)
initiative, Inspector General of Police :

(IGP) of Bastar Range, Sundarraj
Pattlingam, said.These 25 cadres
were carrying a cumulative reward
of Rs 1.47 crore, he said. In a major
breakthrough, security forces also
recovered 93 weapons, Rs 2.90
crore in cash and 7.20 kg of gold

valued at around Rs 11.16 crore from :

Maoist dumps in Bijapur in recent

BENGAL POLL

BJP trying to include
outsiders: Mamata

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

residents of other states voters of

Kolkata, March 31: In a strong-
ly-worded letter to Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar, TMC
supremo Mamata Banerjee Tuesday
accused the BJP of attempting to il-
legally include voters from outside
West Bengal to the poll-bound state's
electoral rolls in bulk by means of

Form 6 applications.

Banerjee termed the move "another
coordinated attempt by the BJP, in
conjunction with the Election Com-
mission of India, to interfere with
the democratic rights of the people"
after the "flawed and seemingly tar-
geted SIR caused severe hardship to
millions, pushing many to the brink

of disenfranchisement".

The Trinamool Congress chief shot
the letter in less than 24 hours after
the party's national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee Monday alleged
that nearly 30,000 Form 6s were sub-
mitted by the BJP in a day to make

Vijay booked for poll code breach during campaign

Chennai: TVK chief Vijay and his party cadres have been booked under various sections of
BNS 2023, including alleged violation of MCC regulations during his campaign in the city for
the April 23 polls, police sources said Tuesday. The Peravallur police booked cases under
sections of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita 2023, NS 126 (2) voluntarily causing obstruction from
proceedings, Section 189 (2) of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 223 BNS 3(A) and 3 (5), sources
said. The alleged Model Code of Conduct of violations include party cadres gathering before
the time permitted by the officials to hold the campaign, thereby causing inconvenience to
the public. As many as 30 sound systems were used to conduct a roadshow of Vijay, and
it was alleged that the rally caused disturbance to the public and prevented a smooth
flow of vehicles, they said. Actor-Politician Vijay's Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam is making
its poll debut in the 2026 Assembly polls. Vijay commenced his election campaign from

West Bengal.

February 28.

Perambur, one of the two constituencies where he is contesting the election.

: Ashwini Bhide becomes 1st female
: civic commissioner of Mumbai

: MUMBAL: Senior IAS officer Ashwini Bhide, who played a key role in
developing Mumbai's metro rail network, Tuesday became the first woman
: commissioner of the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) which

: was established more than 150 years ago. She took charge from senior

¢ bureaucrat and outgoing civic commissioner Bhushan Gagrani, who retired

IMD: East,

central &

northwest to witness
more heatwave days

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Above-
normal heatwave days are
likely over some parts of east,
central and northwest India and
the southeast Peninsula be-
tween April and June even as
above-normal rainfall is expect-
ed in April, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD) said
in its monthly forecast Tuesday.
Between April and June, max-
imum temperatures are expect-
ed to be normal to below normal
over many parts of the country
except most parts of east and
northeast India, as well as east-
ern parts of central India and
adjoining peninsular regions
where above-normal maximum
temperatures are expected.
“During the hot season
(April-May-June), above-nor-
mal minimum temperatures
are likely over most parts of
the country except some re-
gions of Maharashtra and Tel-

angana, where normal to below
normal minimum temperatures
are likely,” said the IMD.

The department also stated
that in April, monthly maxi-
mum temperatures are likely
to be normal to below normal
over many parts of the country.

However, above-normal max-
imum temperatures are expect-
ed over many parts of east and
northeast India and some parts
of northwest India and south-
ern peninsular India during
the month.

Also, above-normal monthly
minimum temperatures are most
likely over most parts of India,
except for some isolated pockets
over south peninsula where nor-
mal minimum temperatures are
likely during April.

Normal to above-normal
rainfall is likely over most
parts of the country except
Northeast India, where be-
low-normal rainfall is expected
over many parts in April.

Long period average (LPA) of
rainfall over India during April
based on data from 1971 to 2020
is about 39.2 mm.

The IMD added that current-
ly, neutral El NinoSouthern Os-
cillation (ENSO) conditions are
prevailing over the equatorial
Pacific Ocean.
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Mamata Banerjee's letter claimed
receipt of "credible reports" that a
large number of Form 6 applications
were being "submitted by BJP agents
at the office of the chief electoral officer
(CEO) and across several districts".

Stating that these do not seem to
be routine applications for voter in-
clusion but "a mischievous ploy to
include non-residents in the elector-
al roll", the chief minister requested
the CEC not to entertain any such
applications for inclusion after the
publication of the final electoral roll

"There are serious concerns that
these applications may pertain to
individuals who are not genuine
residents of Bengal and who have no
legitimate connection to the state.
Similar patterns were reportedly
observed before elections in Bihar,
Haryana, Maharashtra and Delhi,"
the TMC chief wrote to Kumar.

¢ Tuesday, at a ceremony at the BMC headquarters in south Mumbai in the SI. | Name of Year Tvpe of Vehicle Registration No.
: evening. The Mumbai civic body, set up in 1872, is one of the oldest local No. | the Range p 9 .
: self-governing bodies in India and is also the richest municipal corporation, ; ngoa# 3812_12 s !S“td'adYTmahG szc ' 82‘%‘2%‘;‘329
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: =g = 5 |Daspalla 2017-18 | Mahindra MAX Pick-up Van | OR 02AH-0122
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: . . . . . 6 |Panchirida | 2017-18 Tractor & Trolley OR-25A-7912
¢ LUCKNOW: A Delhi-bound Air India Express flight from West Bengal's Trolley No. not visible
Bagdogra made an emergency landing at the Chaudhary Charan Singh 7_|Panchirida | 2017-18 TVS XL Motor Cycle OR-25B-6374
International Airport here after a smoke alarm, sources said Tuesday. 8 [Nayagarh | 2018-19 Paggio Auto OR-25A-6343
. . . . . 9 |Nayagarh 2018-19 Hero Honda M/C OD-25B-2931
E The ﬂlght (|X1523), opera?ed by an Alrbl:ls A320 alrcraft, was diverted 10_|Mahipur 2018-19 H.Honda C.D. Deluxe OR-25-6952
. to Lucknow Monday evening after the pilot issued a “Mayday” call 11_|Mahipur 2018-19 Suzuki Max M/C OR-02S-2835
: --an internationally recognised distress signal used in life-threatening 12 |Panchirida | 2019-20 | Max P'C‘EUIP VE;“ (White OR-10C-4000
: . . .. olour
: emergencies -- after the cre'w'detected smc_)kg in the avionics bay.However, 73 [Panchirida | 2022.23 | Hero Dextina 13 S Scooly OD-13 X.6381
: Tuesday evening, another airline source said it was not a “Mayday” call 14 |Panchirida | 2022-23 Bajaj Plantina OD-02 H-0859
¢ but a “PAN-PAN” call, declaring urgency and seeking priority landing. TVS XL Super Heavy Duty | OD-25 C-4709
: According to sources, the Air Traffic Control in Lucknow was alerted about ql./- AAeIgIg AU
the diversion, and the aircraft landed safely at around 5.18 pm. OIPR-8001/8026/1/25-26/0004 0O/0 @9I9¢ Qadg
GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA No.32001/280/2526
EAST COAST v Office of the Superintending Engineer
\ Kanupur Rehabilitation, Camps & Building Division,
e-Tender Notice No. e-Tender-Elect-G-85-25 At/PO-Basudevpur, Dist.-Keonjhar, PIN-758047
DESCRIPTION OF WORK : e-Procurement Notice
AUGMENTATION OF POWER SUPPLY Bid Identification No. SE, KRC & BD-25/2025-26
ARRANGEMENT WITH REPLACEMENT Email - eekrcbdbasudevpur@gmail.com
OF OVER HEAD LINE TO S “Approx. value EMD./Bid Cost of Bid period of | Glass of | Name & address of the Division
UNDERGROUND CABLING SYSTEM IN No. Name of work ofwir:k;?s in ::f::x(gi:“g d;;::;ateg;slm(;o Completion | Contractor underwm::;:i:éork will be
WAY SIDE STATIONS OVER KHURDA - 5 3 " < 5 - :
ROAD DIVISION. 3 04 (F Kanupur Reh. Camps & Buildi
Approx Cost of the work (3): ol Sﬁs"i‘f'tii;‘;"e%'elh;k:h'iﬁ'ﬁii’; 3153"’;@53”’”‘ for the . 7.710.00 4,000.00 C:ienr?{:? ‘D"&'C a';‘ivgi;rgz*“/i’gg?s:fievpur? ’
5,11,49,173.66, EMD (3): 4,05,800.00 “Construction of Shiva Temple, Pujak room with Boundary 08 (Eight) Kanupur Reh. Camps & Building
Com letion period : 06 Months 02 g:!maatkp/::guha R&R colony for the DPs of village 41.56 41,600.00 6,000.00 C;Lenr;::r “B’ DIVISIOE,:(Vi(;EnT:::’WWL
Te losing D Ti : : u idi
G I CITCIRITIR || ety Fr Cro b o | 538 | samomn | 4cooto | cooir | e | Dwn o momtona”
. il Under KIP". months Dist.-Keonjhar
N | off t by Post / Courier / }
Fox or I paron accpted agans s o (ST g ren <o e any | avo | o | S | v | BECASTRAL
?—tepdlertst evhen g thedse are sgbmt[tted X?I “Construction of Graamasree Pindi and Rest shed with an 04 (Four) Kanupur Reh. Camps & Building
ler::]hs rﬁaﬁﬂaleg ffearrs: s':ac"e'gg Cg]n.:;rig%red 05 |approach to Sankarpur for the DPs of village Sankarpur 824 8,250.00 4,000.00 Calendar | “D"&'C" | Division, AUPO-Basudevpur,
under KIP" months Dist.-Keonjhar
invalid and shall be rejected summarily “Construction of Boundary wall and cycle stand to 04 (Four) Kanupur Reh. Camps & Building
without any consideration. 06 | Sankarpur ME School or the DPs of village Dhobakuchuda 12.28 12,300.00 6,000.00 Calendar | “D"&“C" Division, AUPO-Basudevpur,
Complete information including e-tender Uil months Dist.-Keonjhar
documents of the above ‘?'te”der Is o7 a(;?)?nf;’::(‘:rnamofmlf?:ncxah:: rt‘;e:oa?:(p;\le;ragpu:oé?g 38.73 38,730.00 6,000.00 cogwéﬁ:a)r ‘B &C” Kac?.ﬂfl?éf i"u‘.f&mamfv“;'ff o
available in website : http://www.ireps.gov.in Colony for the DPs of village (ka) of KIP" months Dist.-Keonjhar
yc?‘:;iese;d '[2ere;\)lqgﬁptehcéti\cseéesﬂge;%rs(Tg:]e) Procurement Officer sid No. Ava\la:rwgt:‘ of tender online loth:ddmg DaleDi(le\me of opening .(;(r:‘eender Place of opening
i 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
days before the date of dosing oftenderte| | et i | e | o
for this tender. Reh.C. & ';lgfﬁ:‘(;’n‘;h':fs”de“p”" 25/2025-26 From 10.00 Hours | Up to 17.00 Hours 16.04.26 11.00 Hours Kz‘:ﬂggzcn%liiég‘n‘;f::"
Sr. Divisional Electrical Engineer (G), Sd./- Superintending Engineer
PR-1284/Q/25-26 Khurda Road OIPR-32001/32053/1/25-26/0001 Kanupur reh. C. & B Division, Basudevpur

No.10001/160/2526

Letter No.2161/DMO/DHHBLSHB

TENDER DOCUMENT FOR SUPPLY OF
(A) Lab Chemical, Reagents & Consumables
(B) Housekeeping and Sanitary Items

(C) Office Stationary and Consumable Items
(D) Printing Materials

(E) Electronics and Electrical Items

(F) Instruments and Equipments & Furnitures
(G) Water Purifier and Consumable ltems

Year (2026-2027)
Date of Commencement of Bid Document: Dt.26.03.2026

Pre-Bid Meeting on Dated 07.04.2026/ 11 AM

Date of Opening of Cover- B (Financial Bid)- Dt.28.04.2026

Tel No.- 06782-262098

OIPR-10001/10200/1/25-26/0001

OFFICE OF THE DMO (MS) CUM SUPERINTENDENT,

Ph.N0.06782-262098, E-mail: hbtbalasore@gmail.com
Date:26.03.2026

OFFICE OF THE DMO (MS) CUM SUPERINTENDENT DHH, BALASORE

For, DMO (MS) cum Superintendent DHH, Balasore for a period of One

Last Date & Time of Receipt of Bid document: Dt.24.04.2026/ 5 PM
Date and Time of Opening of Cover- A (Technical Bid): Dt.28.04.2026/ 11 AM

Address for Communication and Receipt of Bid Documents: Office of
the DMO (MS) Cum Superintendent, DHH, Balasore, 756001, Odisha,

Place of Pre-Bid Meeting: Hospital Conference Hall, DHH, Balasore

Place of Opening of Bid documents: District Training Unit, DHH, Balasore

Sd./- District Medical Officer-cum-
Superintendent, DHH, Balasore

thereof.

at the sole and absolute risk,

Date: O1st April 2026

Place: Puri, Odisha

Issued by:

Sd/-

Gobinda Chandra Nayak
Director | DIN: 09837862
Brijsons Hotel Private Limited

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to the general public at large that disputes relating to the
ownership, management, administration and control of the hotel property known
as “The Chariot Resort and SPA”, situated at Sipasarubali, Baliapanda, Puri,
Odisha, in the name of the Company, Brijsons Hotel Private Limited are presently
pending adjudication before the Hon’ble National Company Law Tribunal, Kolkata,
The Hon’ble High Court of Judicature at Kolkata.

It is also matter of record that Mr. Brij Bihari Mishra, son of late Beni Madhav
Mishra is wrongfully holding himself out to be a director and/or authorised
representative of the Hotel at various places and with third parties without any
authority despite having been removed as Director of the Company on and from
14th August 2024 and such removal is also subject matter of challenge before the
Hon’ble NCLT, Kolkata Bench along with various other issues including wrongfully
and illegally appointment of his wife Mrs. Parvati Mishra as Additional Director.

We make it clear and put the public on notice that save and except who has been
specifically authorised by the Brijsons Hotel Private Limited,
company, association, or body of individuals claiming to be promoters, directors,
partners, proprietors, shareholders, managers, agents or representatives of the
said hotel is authorised to enter into any agreement, booking, lease, licence, sale,
transfer, assignment, memorandum of understanding, or any other transaction or
dealing of whatsoever nature or representing in respect of the said hotel or any part

As such, the general public at large and all concerned are hereby cautioned not to
deal in any manner whatsoever with any person or entity claiming ownership,
management or control over the said hotel without any specific authorisation by the
Brijsons Hotel Private Limited. Any of such dealings, if undertaken, shall be entirely

cost and

and shall be subject to the final outcome of the pendingjudicial proceedings.
This notice is issued without prejudice to all legal rights, remedies, claims and
contentions of the undersigned under law and equity.

no person, firm,

of the

ned parties
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The current bearish trend

is largely externally driven
rather than fundamentally
broken. Elevated crude oil
prices, geopolitical risks in
the Middle East, and sus-
tained Fll selling have
created a risk-off environment
PONMUDI R | CEO - ENRICH MONEY

War triggers I51L-cr wipeout

Since the West Asia conflict started February 28, investors have fled riskier assets
due to the cascading effect of the war on crude oil prices and markets globally

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: Dalal
Street investors have lost a
whopping Rs 51 lakh crore from
their wealth since the West
Asia conflict began late last
month, with the BSE bench-
mark Sensex tumbling over 11
per cent during this time, as in-
vestors fled riskier assets due to
the cascading effect of the war
on crude oil prices and markets
globally.

Markets also faced the blow
of foreign fund exodus from do-
mestic equities.

Since the West Asia conflict
started February 28, the BSE
benchmark has crashed 9,339.64
points or 11.48 per cent.

Tracking the sharp fall in
equities, the market capital-
isation of BSE-listed companies
fell by Rs 51,09,498.82 crore to
Rs 4,12,41,172.45 crore ($4.36
trillion) this month.

From its all-time high of
86,159.02, the BSE benchmark
index is down 14,211.47 points
or 16.49 per cent.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, surged 4.15 per
cent to $117.46 per barrel.

Foreign investors have with-
drawn over Rs 11lakh crore from
domestic equities in March,
making it the worst monthly
outflow, weighed down by es-
calating tensions in West Asia
and a weakening rupee.

Pabitro Mukherjee, Associ-

_ate Vice President, Technical
Research, Bajaj Broking, said,
"The four-week period after the
onset of the conflict has wit-
nessed the most intense wave
of risk aversion since the glob-

Oracle lays off 12K
employees in India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

_New Delhi, March 31: US-
based IT firm Oracle is believed
to have laid off approximately
12,000 staff in India, with an-

has witnessed the most intense wave of risk

‘ ‘ The four-week period after the onset of the conflict

aversion since the global market turmoil triggered by

the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. During this phase, Flis have
been the dominant force behind market weakness, driving

sustained selling pressure

PABITRO MUKHERJEE I ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT, TECHNICAL RESEARCH, BAJAJ BROKING

al market turmoil triggered by
the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020.
During this phase, FIIs have
been the dominant force behind
market weakness, driving sus-
tained selling pressure."

Foreign Institutional Inves-
tors (F1Is) executed an unprec-
edented sell-off in Indian equi-
ties during March 2026, mark-
ing one of the largest monthly
capital outflows in recent his-

MARKET MAYHEM

44 Sensex tanks over 11%
since start of West Asia war

44{Mcap of BSE-listed
companies at Rs
4,12,41,172.45¢cr

44 FPIs withdraw over Rs
1L-cr in March, making it the
worst monthly outflow

tory, he added. "The primary
catalyst for this large-scale with-
drawal has been escalating geo-
political tensions in West Asia,
which have heightened global
uncertainty and risk aversion,"
Mukherjee said.

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended the
last trading session of the 2025-
26 fiscal year over 2 per cent
lower Monday.

"Escalating tensions in West
Asia continued to weigh heav-
ily on markets, as the ongoing
US-Israel conflict with Iran en-
tered its fifth week and expanded
across the region," Siddhartha
Khemka - Head of Research,
Wealth Management, Motilal Os-
wal Financial Services Ltd, said.

Oil prices hold above $100, Wall Street rebounds

Wall Street rebounded in premarket trading on Tuesday and oil prices held above $100 as the US and Iran
exchanged military strikes in the fifth week of the war. Futures for the S&P 500 and Dow Jones Industrial
Average each rose 0.9 per cent before the opening bell, while Nasdaq futures climbed 0.8 per cent. Brent crude
futures inched up slightly to $107.56 a barrel Tuesday, while benchmark US crude rose 83 cents to $103.71
per barrel. Oil prices have surged in March, with Brent crude prices rising more than 40 per cent since the
start of the Iran war. Average US gas prices Tuesday glided past $4 a gallon, the first time since 2022, as
global energy prices soar. Also Tuesday, official data showed that Europe's inflation rate in March jumped
to 2.5 per cent, up from February's 1.9 per cent. At midday in Europe, Britain's FTSE 100 rose 0.9 per cent,
France's CAC 40 was up 0.5 per cent, while Germany's DAX was trading 0.6 per cent higher. Tokyo's Nikkei
225 was down 1.6 per cent to 51,063.72. Losses after the Iran war began on Feb. 28 have wiped out the gains
it made from the beginning of the year. South Korea's Kospi lost 4.3 per cent to 5,052.46. Hong Kong's Hang
Seng edged up 0.2 per cent to 24,788.14, while the Shanghai Composite index fell 0.8 per cent to 3,891.86.

AVIATION HEAVYWEIGHT

IndiGo names Willie
Walsh as new CEO

INDIA’S MONTHLY DATA USE HITS 31 GB

India's average monthly mobile data consumption
per user crossed the 31 GB mark in 2025, up from
27.5 GB in 2024, according to a report by telecom
gear maker Nokia. The 13th edition of Nokia's
annual Mobile Broadband Index (MBIT) said pan-
India monthly 5G data traffic surged 70 per cent
year-on-year to reach 12.9 exabytes (EB) in 2025.
With this, 5G now contributes nearly 47 per cent of
the country's overall mobile broadband traffic
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INDIA'S 1ST IRANIAN OIL CARGO SINCE
2019 HEADED TO GUJARAT COAST

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, March 31: India's
first Iranian crude oil cargo
since 2019 may be headed to-
wards a port in Gujarat, accord-
ing to ship tracking data.

Indian refiners have been
looking to purchase a few car-
goes of Iranian oil on water
following the recent sanctions
waiver by Washington.

"The Indo-Iranian oil trade
has flickered back to life. Follow-
ing the US administration's deci-
sion to grant a 30-day window for
Iranian oil "on the water" due to
regional conflict, the vessel Ping
Shun is now en route to Vadinar
(in Gujarat) with 600,000 barrels

of crude. This is the first such de-
livery since May 2019 and comes
at a critical time for Indian re-
finers facing tightening inven-
tories," said Sumit Ritolia, Lead
Research Analyst, Refining and
Modelling at commodity market
analytic firm Kpler.

While the identity of the
buyer is unknown, Vadinar
is home for 20 million tonne a
year oil refinery of Russian oil
giant Rosneft-backed Naraya
Energy. It also is the landing
point for crude oil that goes to
hinterland refineries such as Bi-
na refinery of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL).

India's oil ministry has so far
maintained that techno-com-

mercial feasibility will drive
the decision on resuming buying
Iranian crude.

Historically, India was a ma-
jor buyer of Iranian crude, im-
porting significant volumes of
Iranian light and heavy grades
due to strong refinery compati-
bility and favourable commer-
cial terms. Following sanctions
tightening in 2018, imports
ceased from May 2019, with vol-
umes replaced by Middle East-
ern, US and other grades. At
peak, Iranian crude accounted
for 11.5 per cent of India's total
imports. While the US waiver
allowed countries to purchase
those barrels, it is unclear how
payments will be made.

other round of layoffs expected
within a month, impacted em-
ployees said Tuesday.
Globally, the company has
fired around 30,000 employees.
"In India, around 12,000 em-
ployees have been laid off. The
company is planning another
mass layoff within a month,"
said two people impacted by
the retrenchment, including
one from the company's human

REUTERS

resource department.

The company has approxi-
mately 30,000 employees in In-
dia, including those affected by
the layoffs. Oracle declined to
comment on the development.

The company has offered 15
days'salary to each employee who
has completed a year of service in
India, in addition to one month
of unpaid wages till termination
date, leave encashment, gratuity
based on eligibility and pay for a
one-month notice period. Oracle
has also offered a two-month sal-
ary as a top-up. However, the sev-
erance package is available for
those who voluntarily and ami-
cably resign from the company.

New Delhi, March 31: Indian airline
IndiGo pulled off a coup Tuesday by
naming Willie Walsh, one of the indus-
try's highest-profile figures, as chief
executive, as it grapples with regulato-
ry scrutiny and operational challeng-
es exacerbated by the Iran war.

Walsh, 64, has most recently been
leading the International Air Trans-
port Association
through a period of aircraft delivery
delays and mounting cost pressures,
and is a previous CEO of British Air-
ways. His term at IATA ends July 31
and he is expected to join IndiGo by
August 3 at the latest, the airline said
in a statement.

"(Walsh's) experience in managing

industry body

large scale airline operations and
navigating complex market dynamics
make him ideally suited to strengthen
and lead IndiGo," chairman Vikram
Singh Mehta said.

Before joining IATA, Walsh built a
long career in commercial aviation,
starting as a cadet pilot at Aer Lin-
gus in 1979 before becoming its CEO
in 2001. He became CEO at British
Airways in 2005, steering the airline
through the global financial crisis and
overseeing its 2011 merger with Iberia
to create IAG. Walsh earned a reputa-
tion as a combative leader during la-
bour disputes at BA and later directed
blunt criticism at governments over
their handling of the Covid-19 pan-
demic after taking charge of IATA in
April 2021.

IndiGo’s shares are down 22% so
far this year, making it one of the
biggest losers on India's blue-chip
Nifty 50 index. It is currently valued
at Rs 1.52 trillion ($16.17 billion).

IndiGo has about a 65% share of
India's aviation market, the world's
fastest-growing. The carrier cancelled
more than 4,500 flights in December
in what was the biggest crisis in its
20-year history.

Royal Enfield Guerrilla 450 Apex

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, March 31: Jai-
baba Automobiles, an autho-
rised Royal Enfield dealership,
celebrated the grand launch of
the much-awaited Guerrilla 450

(2026 edition) in an event marked

/)

by enthusiasm and camaraderie
Tuesday.

The occasion was graced by
renowned riders Dr Kirti Ketan

Pradhan and Satwik Samal,
members of the Jaibaba Tribe,

debuts at Jaibaba Automobiles
e

Dealer Principal Harshit Lodha,
SM Satya Dhal, and the entire
Jaibaba team.

Addressing the gathering,
Harshit Lodha shared key up-
dates about the 2026 lineup, an-
nouncing the introduction of the
new Apex variant featuring up-
graded specifications. The model
also arrives in three fresh colour
options—Apex Red, Black, and
Green—along with an additional
new shade, Twilight Blue.

The pricing for the all-new
Guerrilla 450 starts at Rs 2.49
lakh (ex-showroom) for the
Apex Red variant and goes up
to Rs 2.72 lakh for the top-end
Brava Blue variant.

The celebration concluded on a
festive note with a cake-cutting
ceremony, followed by high tea,
as attendees came together to
mark the successful launch.

Skil

Social Media
& skins

" Basic Coding &
Al Skills

New Age Study Skills
a

\Google_ Tools

e (]
e S

Job Readiness Skills/

QEAIQ QA4S e

GHIEELIIEELEAIR I 6QAESIERID

-: SR, 'R :-

; \ -
Netiquettes,
4 Ergonomics &
90/Green Skills

/

v

(OdishalStatel:ICertificate]in}
lInformation|

Technology;

Digital India Skills
L

Creating a Knowledge Lit World Y

www.okcl.org

Computef%
7 Ssmartphone Skills °®

Smart Typing Skills
\.

N
PETANICY 5kill§

100+ Al Tools

Master the Future of Technologies

is an Essential
Computer Course for

Government & Other Jobs.

ODISHA KNOWLEDGE CORPORATION LTD.

For More details Contact :

0674 - 3520021

Al Tools for Content Creation & Media

Al Tools for Writing, Typing, and Productivity

Al Tools for Search, Study & Learning

Al Tools for Image, Video & Design Enhancement
Al Tools for Coding, Development & Data

Al Tools for Career & Professional Growth

Al Tools for Daily Digital Life & Smartphone

Scan QR Code




WEDNESDAY | APRIL 1, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

Connoly shines on debut

The southpaw slams
72 as Punjab Kings
beat Gujarat Titans by
three wickets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mullanpur, March 31: Young
southpaw Cooper Connolly
marked his IPL debut with a
decisive 44-ball 72 after Yuz-
vendra Chahal's artistry with
the ball to power Punjab Kings
to a three-wicket victory over
Gujarat Titans here Tuesday.

After PBKS opted to field
first, leg-spinner Chahal (2/28
in 4 overs) brought his years of
experience to the fore to stymie
GT in the middle overs and lim-
it them to 162/6.

Seamer Vijaykumar Vyshak
grabbed 3/34 for PBKS.

After almost losing their way
with the bat due to Prasidh
Krishna's (3/29 in 4 overs) ex-
cellent bowling, PBKS com-
pleted the chase of 163 with
five balls to spare. Connolly
and Prabhsimran Singh (37 off
24 balls) laid the foundation for
the win with a 76-run partner-
ship for the second wicket.

Earlier, skipper Shubman

Gill (39 off 27 balls) and Jos
Buttler (38 off 33 balls) were the
chief contributors for GT in an
insipid batting display.

PBKS' start was not good as
Kagiso Rabada cramped Pri-
yansh Arya for room with his
pace and line to dismiss the

KHELO INDIA TRIBAL GAMES

Athletes take Odisha’s medal tally to 36

POST NEWS NETWORK

Raipur, March 31: Continuing
their remarkable performance
at the 1st Khelo India

Tribal Games 2026, KIIT __...
& KISS athletes added &

further glory to Odisha's @51

campaign with outstand-
ing achievements in ath-
letics.

Basanti Majhi clinched
a prestigious gold medal,
while Kabita Tadingi secured
a silver medal in the 100m hur-
dles, reinforcing the dominance
of KIIT-KISS athletes on the na-
tional stage.

Adding to the medal tally, the
KIIT & KISS contingent secured

a silver medal in the Women's
4x100m relay, with Jamuna Tu-
du, Rameswari Gond, and Bas-

anti Majhi playing key roles in
the podium finish, show-

. casing excellent team-
. work and coordination.

With these latest
_ successes, Odisha has
— further strengthened

~ its 2nd position in the

overall medal stand-

ings, increasing its tally
to 37 medals with 13 gold, nine
silver, and 15 bronze. KIIT &
KISS athletes continue to be
central to this achievement,
contributing an impressive 18
medals, including seven gold,
three silver, and eight bronze.

opener after debutant fast bowl-
er Ashok Sharma went back a
few steps to pull off a good catch
at midwicket.

Connolly and Prabhsimran
then meant business as they
went about their task in a pro-
fessional manner to keep their

team ahead, the two hitting a
flurry of fours and sixes to flat-
ten the GT bowlers.

Rashid Khan gave GT hope
with the wicket of Prabhsim-
ran, the batter failing to clear
Prasidh Krishna at long-on.

Shreyas Iyer pulled Ashok

Kumar's short balls over deep
square-leg for two sixes but,
shortly after taking a solid
hit off his partner Connolly's
shot, the PBKS captain flicked
a Prasidh Krishna half-volley
to Washington Sundar at deep
mid-wicket.

Sundar removed Nehal Wad-
hera, and Krishna dismissed
Shashank Singh and Marcus
Stoinis in quick succession to
bring GT back into contention.

But Connolly was there to see
PBKS home, hitting five sixes
and as many fours during his
knock.

Brief Scores:

Gujarat Titans: 162 for
6 in 20 overs (Shubman Gill
39; Vijaykumar Vyshak 3/34,
Yuzvendra Chahal 2/28) lost
to Punjab Kings: 165 for 7 in
19.1 overs (Cooper Connolly
72; Prasidh Krishna 3/29) by
three wickets

TODAY'S MATCH

LSG ®DC

TIME: 7:30 PM
Star Sports channels & Jio Hotstar

Cue-king Advani bags Nat'l 9-ball pooI trophy on debut

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ludhiana, March 31: Iconic
Indian cueist Pankaj Advani
delivered another superb per-
formance to clinch his maiden
National 9-ball pool title here
Tuesday.

The multiple-time world
champion, representing the
Petroleum Sports Promotion
Board (PSPB), outplayed Nitin
Sharma of Chandigarh 11-6 in
the race-to-11 final in front of an
appreciative crowd.

"I can't believe it, this is a
very different title," said Ad-
vani. "It means so much to me
winning a sport which is out-
side of my comfort zone! To be
an underdog and eventually
go on to lift the trophy is some-

thing I never imagined in my
wildest dreams would happen."

Winner of 28 world titles in
billiards and snooker, Advani
showed he is equally skilful in
this high-speed version of cue
sports, recovering from a slow
start that left him trailing 1-3 to
draw level at 3-3.

He kept his opponent quiet
with some clever safety play,
and when the champion erred,
Nitin failed to capitalise.

Advani had a splendid
break and run (clearance)
in the 13th rack and came
up with a brilliant run after
a difficult pot of No 2 in the
next to take a firm grip over
the proceedings (9-5).

A short break helped Nitin
return rejuvenated. He took
the 15th rack and looked set to
make a break and run in the
next, but was unlucky to go in-
off (scratch) after potting No 9 to
allow Advani inch closer to the
title. Advani had a poor opening
break in the 17th rack but was
lucky to have blocked Nitin,
who played off the side rails (read
cushion) and left Advani with an
opening. The Bengalurean took
the offering with glee to lay his
hands on the trophy.

_______SPORTS __|P9

I} WORLD CHAMPION

Disappointed with his
performance, Gukesh
to play fewer events

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, March 31: Reign-
ing world champion D Gukesh
Tuesday decided to scale back
his tournament schedule fol-
lowing a disappointing per-
formance this season, opting
to play only two Grand Chess
Tour events in 2026 to priori-
tise training and preparation
for his title defence.

Gukesh's inconsistent run
has seen him endure an early
exit as top seed at the Chess
World Cup in November 2025 at
home. It was followed by lowly
finishes at the World Rapid and
Blitz Championships in Decem-
ber, a 10th-place result after tie-
breaks at the Tata Steel Chess
Tournament, and a ninth-place
result at the recently concluded
Prague Chess Festival.

"My performance in the last
few events has been quite dis-
appointing, not just for me, but
for all of you who support me,"
wrote Gukesh on 'X', something
he does not do very often.

"In order to find my best form
my team and I have decided
that I should compete with
slightly less intensity over the
next few months. Consequent-
ly, we feel it is in my best in-
terest to skip long events away
from home to allow for more
dedicated training time," he
added, indicating his priority
from now on would be prepar-
ing to defend the world title he
won by beating Ding Liren of
China in Singapore in 2024.

The decision could prove to
be a strategic pause to reset
after a string of early exits,
though it is certain to draw
close attention from the chess
fraternity. Gukesh's opponent
for the FIDE World Chess
Championship later this year is
currently being decided at the
FIDE Candidates Tournament
in Cyprus, where eight compet-
itors are battling it out, with
the winner earning the right

to challenge him for the title.

Gukesh added that he had
requested the organisers of the
Grand Chess Tour to allow him
to play only two events this sea-
son, a request they supported.

"With this in mind, I ap-
proached the Grand Chess
Tour organisers and asked to
play only two European Rapid
& Blitz events. They were very
supportive and understanding,
and we agreed that I would par-
ticipate in the Rapid & Blitz
tournaments in Warsaw and
Zagreb this year.

"I'm very grateful for their
support. Respectfully, I am
not planning to play any oth-
er events during the Grand
Chess Tour schedule and will
certainly be back for the full
Grand Chess Tour in the fu-
ture," he added. With Gukesh
opting not to play the full
Grand Chess Tour, the organ-
isers have brought in reigning
World Cup champion Javokhir
Sindarov as his replacement.

"Reigning World Cup cham-
pion Javokhir Sindarov will
join the 2026 Grand Chess
Tour as a full tour participant,
replacing Gukesh Dommaraju,
who has withdrawn from the
full tour to focus on training
but will still compete in select
Grand Chess Tour events in
Warsaw and Zagreb.

"Sindarov will compete in
Warsaw, Bucharest and both
Saint Louis events, bringing his
dynamic play and recent World
Cup-winning form to the Tour,"
wrote Grand Chess Tour on 'X'.

Gukesh will next play in the
Euro 26,000 Masters Chess Menor-
ca in Spain from April 7-12.

E- AUCTION

Bank of India SALE NOTICE

sankot s BON Zonal Office: Bhubaneswar Zone, 1/1D, Star House, Jayadey. NN WISy
Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015, Mob.: 7008973027 security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

(E-Auction) Sale of secured movable / immovable Assets under SARFAESI Act, 2002

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF MOVABLE / IMMOVABLE ASSETS UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND

RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH
PROVISO TO RULE 8(6) / 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.

Whereas, the Authorised Officer of Bank of India had taken possession of the following property/ies pursuant to the notice issued
under Sec 13(2) of the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 in the
following loan accounts with right to sell the same on "AS IS WHERE IS BASIS”, “AS IS WHAT IS BASIS" and “WITHOUT ANY
RECOURSE BASIS” for realization of Bank's dues plus interest as detailed hereunder and whereas consequent upon failure to
repay the dues, the undersigned in exercise of power conferred under section 13(4) of the said Act proposes to realize the Bank's
dues by sale of the said property/ies. The Sale will be done by the undersigned through e-auction platform provided at the
Website https://baanknet.com

Bank of India

Zonal Office: Bhubaneswar Zone, 1/1D, Star House, Jayadev

Bank of India BOI Vihar, Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar-751015, Mob.: 7008973027 OF VEHICLE

E-AUCTION SALE

Applications are invited from interested bidders for purchase of following vehicle, seized by the Bank on “As is where is”, “As is What
is” & “Whatever there is” basis as per terms and conditions listed below. This public Notice will be treated as a notice to the Borrowers/
Guarantors/Mortgagors of the loan. They are hereby advised to liquidate thier entire dues before the auction date, failing which the
vehicle will be auctioned and balance dues, if any will be recovered from them with interest and cost.

Sl.| Branch Name/ | Name of the Vehicle Details Reserve Price / EMD / Parking Yard Details
No.| Contact No. Borrower Bid Increment Amount Ms. City Investigation & Detective,
BIJU PATTNAIK PARK Mrs. CITROEN C3, 1.2 %1,60,000/- / At/Mouza: Sijua, Khata No.: 158/139, Plot No.:
1. / Priyanka | PETROL, Regd. No.: 216,000/ / 394/605, Near King Club, PO: Patrapada,
Mob: 9692218310 | FTivadarshini {OD-02-CD-9394, Year of ’ PS: Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar, Dist.: Khurda,
: Jena Manufacturing: 2022 35,000/ Mob: 9337692882

Date of Auction: 08.05.2026 From 10.00 A.M. to 5.00 PM., E-Auction Portal- https://baanknet.com

Last Date of submission of EMD, Application & Documents: 01.04.2026 to 08.05.2026 from 10.00 A.M. to 02.00 PM.

Terms and Conditions: Interested bidders can inspect the vehicle at the premises of the stock yard as mentioned above on 01.04.2026
to 07.05.2026 from 10.00 A.M. to 4.00 P.M.. The successful bidder has to deposit 25% of bid amount within one day after bid is
successful and the balance amount within 15 days failing which the money deposited by the successful bidder would be forfeited. The
cost of transfer of ownership & statutory dues/all misc. charges, if any is to be borne by the successful purchaser. Successful Bidder
is fully responsible for taking delivery of the vehicle from stockyard after full payment is made within a period of 15 (fifteen) days.
Vehicle will be auctioned on "AS IS WHERE IS”, “AS IS WHAT IS" & “WHATEVER THERE IS” basis. However the Bank reserves
the right to accept /reject/cancel the auction sale process of the vehicle at its own discretion at any point of time. There will be bidding
in the auction and the highest bidder will be declared as successful bidder. For further information & clarification contact:
Mr. Prasant Kumar Mahapatro, Mob.: 7008973027. This is also a 30 days sale notice to the Borrower(s)/Legal Heir(s) of the
aforesaid loan accounts for settlement of their outstanding dues with the bank and to participate in the public auction/
e-auction on the above mentioned date.

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 01.04.2026 Zonal Manager, Bank of India

Bank of India DEMAND
Zonal Office : Star House, 1/1D, Jayadev Vihar, Nayapalli

Bank of-fs:ig BOI Bhubaneswar, Odisha, PIN-751015 N OT I c E

BRANCH / Name & Address of Borrowers, - . Reserve Price /
":" = Part / M Total D / Description of the Properties EMD / Bid
o artners / Mortgagor / Total Dues Increment Amount
1. ARB, CUTTACK, PH.: 8249067773 / 7008973027 / Eguitable Mortgage of Land, shed & Industrial Building
Borrower: M/s. Tapaswini Food Products, Address-1: At: ztrléit.e (j_\it“Kr géaDNe%. 11())9,4};? ,\?(f) ?9195/65?559 Z?et:! ?62’65’0_00/ "
Gilinasi, PO.: Siala, Krushnaprasad, Dist.: Puri, Odisha, | o 5 820 Dec 2) Plot No.: 10/952. Area: Ac.0.820 Dec. (excluding
Address-2: At: Plot No.: 1890, Sriram Nagar, Old Town, 3) Plot No.: 10/953. Area: Ac.0.820 Dec A'I).Plot No.| GST&other
Bhubaneswar, Odisha / Partners: 1) Mr. Lalit Mohan " ‘ S E\F X | statutorv d
i e . '110/954, Area: Ac.0.820 Dec, 5) Plot No.: 10/956, Area: | Statutory dues)
Pradhan, 2) Mrs. Tapaswini Parida, Both are at Plot No.: Ac.0.410 Dec, 6) Plot No.: 10, Area: Ac.0.410 Dec /
1890, Sriram Nagar, Old Town, Bhubaneswar, Odisha/ Total Kissam: Gharabari situated at Mouza: Gilinasi,Tahasil: | %6,26,500/-
Dues: %2,51,37,000/- + interest, costs and expenses less Krushnaprasad, Thana: Krushnaprasad, Dist.: Puri ’ /’
any part amount repaid. QOdisha, standing in the name of M/s. Tapaswini Food 7 50.000/-
Products, Bounded by East: Plot No.: 15 (Pani Mahara), West: Plot No.: 8 (Godanda) used as Road, North: Plot ’
No.: 11, 12, 13 & 14, South: Plot No.: 9 (Godanda) used as Road
2.|ARB, CUTTACK, PH.: 8249067773 / 7008973027 / | Equitable morigage of IDCO Lease Hold Factory Land | 242 24,000/-
Borrowers: 1) M/s. Shreen Industries, Prop.: Mr. Sandip | & Building located at Mouza: Telgadia, P.S.: Remuna | -~ (. o 4ing
Das Mohapatra, At: IID Centre, Somanathpur, PS.: Remuna | (Thana No.: 130), Tahasil: Remuna, Dist.: Balasore, GST & other
No.: 130, Dist.: Balasore, 2) Mr. Sandip Das Mohapatra, | Kissam: Karakhana, Leased by IDCO & Mortgaged othe
S/o.: Dr. Banabihari Mohapatra, At: Ranipatna, Daraji | by M/s. Shreen Industries, Prop.: Mr. Sandip Das | statutory dues)
Pokhari, PO.: Nayabazar, PS.: Sahadevkhunta, Dist.:| Mohapatra, Khata No.: 1, Plot No.: 41, Area: Ac. 0.11 /
Balasore / Total Dues: ¥73,40,000/- + interest,costs and | Dec., Plot No.: 46, Area: Ac. 0.02 Dec., Plot No.: 49, %4,22,400/-
expenses, less any part amount repaid. Area: Ac. 0.04 Dec. & Plot No.: 50, Area: Ac. 0.08 /
Dec., Total Area: Ac. 0.25 Dec. i.e. 10,890 Sqft., Bounded by East: Plot No.: D/43, West: Plot No.: D/41, North: % 50.000/.
IDCO Road, South: Plot No.: D/15 ’ -
3 ARB, CUTTACK, PH.: 8249067773 / 7008973027 / All that part & parcel of Machine and Equipments | = 46 000/-

: - - ; . li.e.: 1) CUP Manufacturing Machinery,2) Automatic (e’xcll:din
Borrowers: 1) M/s: Shreen Industries, Prop.: MI.’. Sandip Paper Cup Forming Machine, 3) Ancillary Machine g
Das Mohapatra, At: 11D Centre, Somanathpur, PS.: Remuna and Hydraulic Double Die Machine, Situated over GST & other
No.: 130, Dist.: Balasore, 2) Mr. Sandip Das Mohapatra, Khata No.: 1. Plot No.: 41. 46 4’9 50. Mouza: | Statutory dues)
S/o.: Dr. Banabihari Mohapatra, At: Ranipatna, Daraji | Te|gadia, pPS- Remuna"(Tha’na No.: ’130): Tahasil- /
Pokhari, PO.: Nayabazar, PS.: Sahadevkhunta, Dist.:| Remuna, Dist.: Balasore, owned & Hypothecated by | ~ ¥21,600/-
Balasore / Total Dues: ¥73,40,000/- + interest,costs and | M/s. Shreen Industries, Prop.: Mr. Sandip Das /
expenses, less any part amount repaid. Mohapatra ¥ 20,000/-

Notice under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, 2002 for Enforcement of Security Interest

The Bank has granted following various credit facilities to the under mentioned Borrower & the amount outstanding dues mentioned below has

not been paid in time. Therefore Demand Notice under Sec. 13(2) of Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of

Security Interest Act, 2002 was issued by the Authorized Officer against the following Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s) of the Bank of India,

Paradeep Branch but the same could not be served on the below mentioned party. Therefore, the contents of the same including the amount
outstanding, Loan amount and details to the secured assets are herein furnished below.

PARADEEP BRANCH/ Nature Date of NPA/ | Amount as per e
Name & Address of the Date of Demand| Notice under Dascription of
Borrower(s) / Mortgagor(s) Limit Notice SARFAESI Act mortgaged Property
Borrower: Mr. Sekh Basir Ali, S/o- Sheikh| Termloan | 44 045055 | ¥5,03,777/- |All the part and parcel of Land and Building
Gousi, Village: Paradeepgarh, PO:|(510362610000009) ' / as on 17.03.2026 |situated over Khata No.: 321, Plot No.:
Paradeepgarh, PS: Paradeep Lock, Dist.: / + interest & | 1221, Area: Ac0.11dec., Kissam: Gharabari
Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, PIN-754141. %15,00,000/- 17.03.2026 |expenses thereon at Mouza: Paradeepgarh, PO:

Date & Time of E-Auction: 28.04.2026 From 11.00 A.M. to 5.00 PM. with unlimited extension of 10 (Ten) minutes each.

Paradeepgarh, SRO: Kujang, Dist.: Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, standing in the name of Mr. Sekh Basir Ali. Bounded by- North: Anabadi
Govt. Land, South: Seller (Sk Muslim), East: Bansidhar Sethy and West: Road.

Last Date and Time for submission of EMD and Documents by 28.04.2026 i.e. Before E-Auction Date & Time
in the Portal.

Inspection will be provided to the prospective bidders on any working day before 27.04.2026 with prior appointment of
the authorised officer

Borrower: M/s Paradeep Supply Agency,| .. credit T (1) Hypothecation of stocks and book
. h " N h 30,97,810.59
groctgl M\r/-ills:keh Bgz:raé-\el:; SnghShgl(l()h (510330110000054) 18-04}2025 as on 17.03.2026 | debts, (2) All the part and parcel of Land/
P thé' parag p?_ Y Dist - / + interest & | Land and Building situated over Khata No.:
aradeepgarh, PS: Paradeep Lock, Dist.. %30,00,000/- 17.03.2026 |gxpenses thereon | 321, Plot No.: 341, Area: Ac.0.09dec., Plot

Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, PIN-754141. No.: 342, Area: Ac.0.02dec. and Plot No.:

*Successful Bidder to deposit 25% of the bid amount by next working day which includes EMD money. The balance
amount to be paid on or before 15th Day of confirmation of sale.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: 1) For detailed terms and conditions of the sale please refer to the link: https://baanknet.com.
Prospective bidders may also contact the Authorised Officers / Branch as mentioned in above list. 2) This is a statutory 15 days sale
notice to the above mentioned borrower/guarantor/mortgagor under Rule 9(1) of the SARFAESI Act. 2002. 3) This is a 15 days notice
to the borrower / guarantor / mortgagor of the above said loan about holding of this sale on the above mentioned date. 4) All expenses
relating the stamp duty and registration of Sale Certificate/conveyance, if any, shall be borne by the successful bidder. 5) The Authorized
Officer will not be held responsible for any charge, lien, encumbrance, property tax or any other dues to the Government or anybody in
respect of the property under sale. 6) The Authorized Officer has the absolute right to accept or reject any bid or adjourn/postpone/cancel
the sale without assigning any reason thereof. It may be noted that nothing in this notice constitute or deemed to constitute any commitment
or representation on the part of the bank to sell the property.

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002.

Borrowers/Mortgagors are hereby notified to pay the total dues along with up to date interest and ancillary expenses before the date of
E-Auction, failing which the property will be auctioned/ sold and balance dues, if any, will be recovered with interest & cost.

344, Area: Ac.0.02dec., Total Area: Ac.0.13dec., Kissam: Gharabari at Mouza: Paradeepgarh, PO: Paradeepgarh, PS: Paradeep
Lock, SRO: Tirtol, Dist.: Jagatsinghpur, Odisha, standing in the name of Mr. Sekh Basir Ali. Plot No.: 344 bounded by- North: Road,
South: Rev. Plot No. 343, East: Rev. Plot No. 341, West: Rev. Plot No. 345, Plot No.: 342 bounded by- North: Rev. Plot No. 341, South:
Rev. Plot No. 1219, East: Road, West: Rev. Plot No. 343, Plot No.: 341 bounded by- North: Road, South: Rev. Plot No. 342, East:
Road, West: Rev. Plot No. 344.

Place: Bhubaneswar Authorised Officer
Date: 01.04.2026 Bank of India

As the above mentioned Borrower(s)/Guarantor(s)/Mortgagor(s)of the Paradeep Branch have defaulted in repayment of the principal loan/ facility
in installments/ interest/ both, the account has been classified as NPA, in accordance with the directions or guidelines issued by the RBI. In spite of
our repeated demands you (borrower) have not paid any amount towards the amount outstanding in your account, you have not discharged your
liabilities. Hence, we are now constrained to make this publication of Demand Notice, required u/s 13(2) of the said Act and Rule 3 of the security
interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. You are hereby called upon to pay the aforesaid amount alongwith further interest, cost, Incidental Expenses,
Charges etc. within a period of 60 day's from the date of Notice, failing which we will take necessary action under the provisions of sec 13(4) of the said
Act, against all or any one or more of the secured assets including taking necessary action under the provisions of sec 13(4) of the said Act, against
all or any one or more of the secured assets including taking possession of your secured assets and sale them. If the dues are not fully recovered in
the course of these actions against secured assets, then the Bank reserves the right to take action by filing recovery action against you before Debts
Recovery Tribunal/Court for recovery of the same. It may be noted that under the provisions of section 13(8) of the SARFAESI Act, right of redemption
is available to you, by paying the dues of the Bank together with all cost, charges and expenses incurred by the Bank at any time, before the date of
publication of notice for public auction or inviting quotations or tender from public or private treaty for transfer by way of lease, assignment or sale of
the secured assets. Please take note that as per sub section (13) of the aforesaid Act, after receipt of this notice, you are restrained from transferring
or creating any encumbrances on the aforesaid secured assets whether by way of sale, lease, license, gift, mortgage or otherwise. This notice is
issued without prejudice to the rights of the Bank available under any other law.

Place: Bhubaneswar, Date: 31.03.2026 Authorized Officer, Bank of India
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Ukraine strikes Russia’s Ust-L

Iran strikes fully loaded
oil tanker off Dubai coast

US says coming days in Iran war will be decisive,
urges Tehran to make a deal

REUTERS

Jerusalem/Washington, March 31: US
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth said Tues-
day the next few days in the war against
Iran would be decisive and warned Tehran
that the conflict would intensify if it did
not make a deal.

Hegseth issued his warning hours after
Iran set ablaze a fully loaded oil tanker off
Dubai, its latest attack on merchant ves-
sels in the Gulf or in the Strait of Hormuz
since the United States and
Israel attacked Iran Febru-
ary 28.

US President Donald
Trump threatened Monday
to obliterate Iran’s energy
plants if it does not agree to
a peace deal and open the
strait, a vital waterway
for global oil shipments
that has effectively been
blocked by Iran. Trump

_criticised countries that
have not helped in the war
Tuesday, including France
and Britain, saying they should find “some
delayed courage” to take the strait and get
their own oil. Sources told Reuters France
had not allowed its airspace to be used to
transport US weapons for use in the war.

Hegseth, who said he visited US troops
in the Middle East Saturday, said Trump
was willing to make a deal and talks were
ongoing and gaining strength, but that the
US was prepared to continue the war if
Iran did not comply.

“We have more and more options, and

_they have less ... in only one month we set
the terms, the upcoming days will be deci-
sive,” Hegseth said in Washington. “Iran
knows that, and there’s almost nothing
they can militarily do about it.”
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H uge tanker hit and set
ablaze off Dubai coast

laze extinguished, no
oil leak or injuries

akistani minister visits
China in mediation

Trump makes new
comments on the war
on social media

OIL PRICES HEAD FOR RECORD MONTHLY
GAIN

The month-old conflict has spread
across the region, killing thousands, dis-
rupting energy supplies and threatening
to send the global economy into a tailspin.

Crude oil prices briefly spiked again
after the attack on the tanker, which can
carry around 2 million barrels of oil worth
more than $200 million at current prices.

Authorities in Dubai said the fire on the
Kuwait-flagged Al-Salmi had been brought
under control following a drone attack,
with no oil leak and no injuries to the
crew. Kuwait Petroleum Corp, the ship’s
owner, said the vessel’s hull was damaged,
and photos of the Al-Salmi confirmed this.

LSEG Data showed the vessel was head-
ing to Qingdao in China, and was carrying
1.2 million barrels of Saudi crude oil and
800,000 barrels of Kuwaiti crude, accord-
ing to monitoring service TankerTrack-
ers.com.

INTERNATIONAL ATTEMPTS AT MEDIATION

US General Dan Caine, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told
reporters in Washington that
the US was continuing to de-
grade and destroy Iran’s ca-
pabilities.

He said the US military was
continuing to strike key man-
ufacturing and research sites
and had taken out over 150
Iranian naval vessels. Hegseth
said US strikes were causing
widespread desertions in Iran.

With attacks showing no
sign of easing, Pakistan is
seeking to mediate in the war.
Its foreign minister, Ishaq Dar, was due to
discuss the conflict during a visit to China
Tuesday after hosting talks with Turkey,
Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

NEW ATTACKS

The war has continued to spread, with
Iran-aligned Houthis in Yemen entering
the war by firing at Israel, and Turkey
reporting Monday that a ballistic missile
launched from Iran had entered Turkish
airspace before being shot down.

The war has also revived conflict be-
tween Israel and the Iran-backed Lebanese
group Hezbollah, while Iran, which has
the highest casualty toll in the war, has
fired at targets in Gulf Arab states, where
the US has military bases.

Sri Rajib Lochan Mohanty
FOUNDER
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Sustainable Mining Since 1981

REUTERS

Moscow, March 31: Ukrainian
drones Tuesday struck Russia’s
Baltic Sea port of Ust-Luga for the
fifth time in 10 days, and industry
sources told Reuters an oil loading
terminal was hit, likely adding to
Russia’s difficulties in exporting
crude.

Kyiv has stepped up attacks on
Russia’s oil export infrastructure
over the past month, launching its
heaviest drone strikes of the more
than four-year war against the Bal-
tic ports of Ust-Luga and Primorsk.

At least 40% of Russia’s oil ex-
port capacity has been halted due
to drone attacks, a disputed strike
on a major pipeline and the seizure
of tankers, according to Reuters
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&& Israel will
destroy all

homes in Lebanese
villages near the bor-
der and 600,000 people
who fled the south will
not be allowed home
until northern Israel is
secure

ISRAEL KATZ |
DEFENCE MINISTER, ISRAEL
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calculations based on market data.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy said Monday that some
of Kyiv’s allies had sent “signals”
about the possibility of scaling back
its long-range strikes on Russia’s oil
sector as global energy prices have
surged due to the Iran war.
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Wishing

the beloved people of Odisha

THROUGH UK WATERS

uga port again

TRANSNEFT OIL TERMINAL HIT

Regional governor Alexander
Drozdenko said three people, in-
cluding two children, were treated
for injuries and several buildings
had been damaged in the overnight
attacks. In a message on Telegram at
0409 GMT, he said air-raid alerts in
the region had been lifted but gave
no details on damage to the port.

He later said that the aftermath
of the attack on Ust-Luga had been
“eliminated” or dealt with. He said
the supply of hot water and heating
to residential and other units in the
region were restored.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov called the strikes “terrorist
attacks,” adding that Russia was
working on protecting its critical
infrastructure.
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OCPL Limited
(A Government of Odisha Company)

25 SANCTIONED RUSSIAN SHIPS

More than two dozen ships sanctioned for
being part of Russia’s so-called shadow
fleet have passed through UK waters since
Prime Minister Keir Starmer last week
authorised the military to detain vessels
used by Moscow to export oil

Indian-origin man shot
dead in Canada’s Surrey

Ottawa: A man, known to be of
Indian origin, has been killed in
Canada’s Surrey in an incident

of shooting allegedly related to
organised crime, local media
reported. The shooting incident
was reported from a townhouse
complex in Surrey’s Sullivan
Heights Saturday night, in which a
man was shot dead, Global News
reported. The Integrated Homicide
Investigation Team (IHIT) said in
an update Monday that the victim
has been identified as 27-year-

old Jasman Sekhon, CTV News
reported. “Sekhon had previous
interactions with the police and was
believed to be involved in the drug
trade. Early indications suggest this
was a targeted incident related to
organised crime,” the report said,
quoting the IHIT's statement.
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RAIDIHI'S LAST STRINGS: THE FADING
SOUL OF ‘KANDHEI NACHA’

ARINDAM GANGULY, OP

n an age of screens and

speed, Raidihi in Dhenk-

anal district moves differ-

ently. Here, art is slow. It is

carved, painted, rehearsed,

and remembered. ‘Kandhei
Nacha’ (Puppet Dance) is not
just performance—it is a care-
ful composition of movements,
music, and storytelling, shaped
over decades by hands that re-
fuse to let it fade.

In the quiet heart of Odisha,
where life drifts gently with the
wind and the rustle of trees, lies
Raidihi—a village where stories
are not written, but performed.
They flicker in lamplight, dance
in shadows, and sway from deli-
cate strings.

As dusk descends and oil
lamps begin to glow, the ancient
art of ‘Kandhei Nacha’ awak-
ens. Wooden figures come alive,
their movements guided by skilled
hands, their voices echoing gener-
ations of memory.

THE BIRTH OF A DREAM

Raidihi’s puppetry tradition was
not born of inheritance, but of inspi-
ration. In 1952, a group of villagers
travelled to Ganjam, where they
witnessed a mesmerising puppet per-
formance. The figures laughed, wept,
and told stories with astonishing life.
The villagers returned home without
puppets—but with a vision.

What followed was not imitation,
but creation. They carved their own
figures, built their own stage, and
crafted stories rooted in their land.
Over time, Raidihi transformed into
a vibrant centre for ‘Suta Kandhei’—
string puppetry. What began as curi-
osity slowly became culture, identity,
and livelihood.

Seventeen active troupes carry for-
ward this legacy, performing across

the state—
from Sam-
balpur and
Mayur-

bhanj to
Puri and
Balasore.
Each per-
formance, or
play (nataka),
requires about
8-10 artistes work-
ing in perfect har-
mony: hands guiding
strings, voices singing age-old
songs, and hearts breathing life into
stories.

Through their performances, they
retell epics like Ramayana and Ma-
habharata, alongside folk tales that blur
the line between myth and memory.

ART AS INHERITANCE
In Raidihi, puppetry is not just a
profession—it is a way of life.

Families are

deeply inter-
twined with
the craft.
Artistes like
Sushant Ku-
mar Dhal
and Sub-
hash Jena

travel from
village to vil-
lage, sustaining
both tradition and
livelihood.
In a deeply sym-
bolic custom, fathers gift
puppet sets to their daughters at
marriage—not as toys, but as tools of
independence and dignity.

Sushant Kumar Dhal explains that
the tradition has been passed down
from his father, and he hopes his chil-
dren will carry it forward. Crafting a
single puppet takes three to four days,
reflecting the patience and skill the
art demands. Over the years, he has
performed across numerous villag-

es, keeping the

tradition alive

among diverse
audiences. Oc-
casionally, the
government
engages art-
ists like him
to promote public welfare
schemes.

Despite this, income from
puppetry remains modest. Yet
for Sushant, the art is more than
a livelihood—it is an emotional
inheritance.

Similarly, Subhash Jena and
his family of four remain deeply
involved in the craft, traveling
across districts such as Sambal-
pur, Mayurbhanj,
Sundargarh, Bal-

tistes, sustaining this tradition has
become an act of quiet sacrifice.

The younger generation watches
from a distance—caught between
pride in their heritage and the pull
of modern opportunities.

There is a growing call to recognise
Raidihi as a “Heritage Puppet Vil-
lage”—a step that could bring visibil-
ity, tourism, and institutional support.

Ac-

cording to Basudev Dhal, member
of Dhenkanal Heritage Walk who
promotes the art of the district,
along with local residents, have
urged authorities to grant this rec-
ognition. Such a designation could
unlock government grants, boost
cultural tourism, and help sustain
the tradition.

asore, Jajpur,

Khurda, and Puri
to perform.
Pushpalata Jena,
daughter of a Presi-
dent’s Award-winning
puppeteer Raghunath
Pradhan, highlights
another reality. Creat-
ing a full set of puppets
requires wood costing
nearly Rs 10,000 and
takes around 10 days
of labour. However,
government support
remains limited.

A _TRADITION UNDER
STRAIN

Despite its rich
heritage, the art form
stands at a fragile
crossroads. The rise of
digital entertainment
has dimmed the glow
of traditional stages.
Audiences are shrink-
ing. Earnings are un-
certain. Recognition
is scarce. For many ar-
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Ball tampering:
Fakhar handed
two-match ban
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Lahore: Fakhar Zaman has received a two-match suspension in the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) after being found guilty of a Level 3 breach under Article 2.14 of the
tournament’s Code of Conduct for Players and Player Support Personnel. The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) confirmed the decision Tuesday following the Lahore Qalandars
vs Karachi Kings fixture held Sunday, March 29, at Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore.
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W( playoffs: Four-time
champion Italy fight to
end 12 year ahsence

I ASIAN SQUASH 2025
Abhay, Anahat
top honours

bag

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, March 31: India’s Abhay Singh has been
honoured as the Men’s Player of the Year 2025 by
the Asian Squash Federation, while teenage prodigy
Anahat Singh secured the top accolade in the girls’
junior category.

The Indian men’s team was also recognised, earn-
ing the Team of the Year award after finishing with
a bronze medal at the World Junior Team Champi-
onships 2025 in Egypt, as per the ASF’s official an-
nouncement. Currently ranked World No 25, Abhay has
built an impressive résumé with multiple medals at the
Asian Games and titles at the Asian Squash Champion-
ships. He was also part of the Indian squad that secured the
country’s first-ever World Cup mixed team title last year.

Anahat, ranked World No 20, has similarly excelled
on the international stage, claiming medals at both the
Asian Games and Asian Championships. In 2025, she
earned a bronze medal at the World Junior Champion-
ships in Cairo and contributed to India’s gold-winning
campaign at the mixed team World Cup. The last time
Indian players featured among the ASF award winners
was in 2022, when former India No 1 Saurav Ghosal and
Joshna Chinappa took home the men’s and women’s
top honours respectively.

Zenica: It's a decisive day for one of soccer's historic powers. Struggling Italy visits Bosnia and Herzegovina
in the European qualifying playoffs Tuesday with the four-time champion desperate not to miss out on a third
straight World Cup. Italy was eliminated by Sweden and North Macedonia in qualifying playoffs for the last
two World Cups and has not appeared at soccer's biggest event since 2014. Italy's World Cup struggles began
soon after its last title in 2006: The Azzurri were eliminated from the 2014 and 2018 finals at the group stage.
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