
Sanya’s lesson Japan on alert India at risk Enviable feat
Actor Sanya Malhotra says her 
biggest challenge wasn’t 
acting, but learning to set 
boundaries early in her career

Japan issues advisory, 
anticipating mega-tremor 
risk, after 7.5 quake hit its 
northern coastal areas

The geopolitical tensions in 
West Asia pose risks to India’s 
trade and macroeconomic 
stability, NITI Aayog said 

Racing prodigy Atiqa Mir records 
the highest-ever race fi nish by 
an Indian in her category at 
World Series Karting (WSK) 
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Thanks to CBI, ED, ministers, 
governors, party workers and 

the election commission, 
nobody needs us anymore
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Bhubaneswar, April 20: 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Monday disbursed over 
`838 crore among 41.68 lakh 
farmers as the fourth instal-
ment of the CM Kisan Yojana.

Accompanied by Deputy 
Chief Minister KV Singh 
Deo, who is also in charge of 
the Agriculture and Farmer 
Empowerment Department, 
Majhi disbursed the amount 
at the state-level Krushak 
Divas 2026 function held at 
Central Rice Research Insti-
tute (CRRI), Cuttack.

The state observes Krushak 
Divas on the occasion of the 
agrarian festival of ‘Akshaya 
Trutiya’, which is being cele-
brated across the state.

Addressing the gathering, 
the chief minister said that 
each beneficiary of CM-Kisan, 
mostly small and marginal 
farmers, received `2,000 in 
their bank accounts as finan-
cial assistance for the upcom-
ing Kharif crop season.

He said that of the 41,68,582 
farmers who received the fi-
nancial assistance, 41,049 are 
landless and 3,292 are trib-
al farmers. The remaining 
41,24,241 beneficiaries were 
small and marginal farmers.

“The financial assistance 
given under the CM-Kisan to-
day will help small and mar-
ginal farmers to procure seeds 
and fertilisers,” the chief min-
ister said.

Under the scheme, eligi-
ble farmers across the state 
receive `4,000 per annum in 
two installments, one during 
Akshaya Trutiya and another 
during Nuakhai.

“The farmers in Odisha get 
`10,000 financial assistance 
per annum -- `4,000 under CM 
Kisan and `6,000 under PM-Ki-
san,” Majhi said.

Both Majhi and Singh Deo, 
on the occasion of Akshaya 
Trutiya, performed the sym-

bolic ‘Akhi Muthi Anukula’ 
(sowing paddy grain) ritual, 
marking the auspicious begin-
ning of the paddy sowing sea-
son. Majhi, in a social media 
post, said, “Our government 
remains steadfastly commit-
ted to the holistic prosperity 
of the state’s ‘annadata’ (food 
providers) and to energising 
the agricultural economy. ”

The chief minister ascer-
tained that the growth rate in 
the agriculture sector in Odi-
sha has reached 5.3 per cent, 
much higher than the nation-
al average of 4.4 per cent.

“This indicates that our ag-
riculture policies have yield-
ed good results,” Majhi said, 
adding that Odisha was the 
second-largest rice producing 
state in the country.

He also inaugurated the 
Ama Bihana Rath (Seeds on 
wheels) and Krushi Rath ini-
tiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing agricultural outreach and 
input delivery.

CM disburses 
`838cr among 
41 lakh farmers

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Of 41,68,582 farmers, 
41,049 are landless and 
3,292 are tribal farmers

Eligible farmers receive 
`4,000 per annum in 
two installments, one 
during Akshaya Tritiya 
and another during 
Nuakhai. The farmers 
also receive `6,000 
annually under PM-
Kisan scheme

The growth rate in the 
agriculture sector in 
the state has reached 
5.3 per cent, much 
higher than the national 
average of 4.4 per cent, 
Majhi claimed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 20: Batting 
for greater promotion of San-
skrit and its use even in quan-
tum computing, BJP veteran 
Murli Manohar Joshi Monday 
said India is not a ‘vishwaguru’ 
(global teacher) anymore and 
this term should not be used.

Speaking to reporters on 
the sidelines of an event here, 
Joshi also made a strong pitch 
for making Sanskrit India’s 
offi cial language, saying many 
people, including BR Ambed-
kar, made efforts for it in the 

past, but the proposals were 
not cleared.

He was speaking to report-
ers at the inauguration of 
the central offi ce of the San-
skrit Bharati, an affi liate of 
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS).

Asked about his view on In-
dia’s role in the promotion of 
Sanskrit at a time when India 
has become a ‘vishwaguru’ 
and is also emerging as an AI 
hub, the former Union minis-
ter said, “The notion that we 
are a ‘vishwaguru’... I person-
ally believe nowadays that we 

should refrain from using this 
term. We are not ‘vishwaguru’ 
at present. We should aspire to 
be ‘vishwaguru’.”

“Indeed, we were ‘vishwagu-
ru’ at one time. However, the 
reality today is that we are 
not,” he said.

From this point of view, San-
skrit is very signifi cant today, 
Joshi said.

“Sanskrit is not merely In-
dia’s heritage, but the heritage 
of the world. It is the oldest lan-
guage. It is also the language of 
knowledge and science. It is the 
language of spirituality. It is al-
so the language of technology. 
Sanskrit is the very ‘prana’ 
(life force) of Bharat,” he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Islamabad, April 20: Pakistan 
moved ahead Monday with 
preparations for a new round of 
talks between the United States 
and Iran days before a tenuous 
ceasefi re is set to expire, even 
as renewed confl ict around the 
Strait of Hormuz raised ques-
tions about whether the meet-
ing would take place.

Over the weekend, the US 
attacked and seized an Irani-
an-fl agged cargo vessel that 
it said had tried to evade its 
blockade of Iranian ports. Iran’s 
joint military command vowed 
to respond, and its Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Aragchi told his Pa-
kistani counterpart that Amer-

ican threats to Iranian ships 
and ports were ‘clear signs’ of 
Washington’s disingenuousness 
ahead of the planned talks, Iran 
state media reported.

With tensions fl aring and 
the ceasefi re due to expire mid-
week, Pakistan has intensifi ed 
diplomatic contacts with both 
Washington and Tehran over 
the past 24 hours with the goal 
of resuming the talks Tuesday 
as planned, according to two 
Pakistani offi cials involved in 
the preparations. 

US President Donald Trump 
has said American negotiators 
would head to the Pakistani capi-
tal  Monday, but it was not imme-
diately clear whether those plans 
would now change. Iran has not 
offi cially commented on possible 
talks, but Iranian state media, cit-
ing anonymous sources, issued 
brief reports suggesting that they 
would not happen.

Not ‘vishwaguru’ anymore: MM Joshi

AGENCIES

Beijing, April 20:  A young 
woman in China has stunned 
the internet after leaving city 
life to return to her hometown 
and build a thriving business 
raising tens of thousands of 
venomous snakes. Qin, born in 
1995 and from Guilin in Guangxi 
province, joined her father’s 
snake-breeding operation two 
years after graduating from uni-
versity. What began as helping 
out has since evolved into man-
aging a large-scale farm with 
more than 60,000 reptiles, South 
China Morning Post reported. 

Her collection includes over 
50,000 fi ve-step snakes, includ-
ing a highly venomous pit vi-
per, along with nearly 10,000 

cobras. Despite the risks, Qin 
says she has grown accustomed 
to working closely with the an-
imals.

Her father initially resisted 
the idea of her entering the 
trade after being concerned 
about the dangers involved. 
But as the operation expanded 
beyond what he could manage 
alone, she stepped in and even-
tually took on a leading role.

“Five-step snakes have to be 
force-fed prepared food, and 
close contact with them still 
carries signifi cant risks. I am 
not really afraid of fi ve-step 
snakes. My father has been 
raising them since before I was 
born,” she told Haibao News.

The farm supplies a range 
of products used in traditional 

medicine and research. Dried 
snake, gallbladders, and snake 
oil are commonly used in tradi-
tional remedies, while extract-
ed venom is sold for medical 
and scientifi c purposes.

Each fi ve-step snake can 
produce venom twice a month, 
with prices ranging from 40 to 
200 yuan per gram depending 
on quality. Snake meat sells 
for 200 to 300 yuan per animal, 

while larger specimens can 
fetch over 1,000 yuan.

After accounting for labour 
and operational costs, Qin says 
the business generates an annu-
al income exceeding one million 
yuan (approximately $146,000).

She also documents her work 
online under the name The Girl 
Who Collects Snake Venom, 
where she has built a following 
of over 22,000 users. In her vid-
eos, she answers common ques-
tions about snake farming, in-
cluding whether she fears being 
bitten, and candidly describes 
the pain of snakebites.

“If someone who raises 
snakes tells you they are not 
afraid of being bitten, there is 
only one possibility: they have 
never been bitten. Especially 

with the fi ve-step snake, the 
main symptom after a bite is 
intense pain. Once you have 
experienced it, you will remem-
ber that pain for a year, or even 
a lifetime,” she said.

“You might think that get-
ting bitten on the hand only 
affects the hand, but in reality, 
your arm, shoulder, and even 
half your body can be in pain. 
One of my followers said that 
after being bitten by a fi ve-step 
snake, the pain was so unbear-
able they would rather undergo 
amputation than experience it 
again,” she added. 

Her unusual career path 
and high-risk profession have 
sparked widespread fascination 
and debate among Chinese so-
cial media users.

Fresh confl ict 
around Hormuz 
casts doubt over 
US-Iran talks

Death toll 3,300: Iran
Dubai: Iran Monday offered a new 
death toll for the war with Israel and 
the United States, with its forensic 
chief saying at least 3,375 people 
had been killed in the confl ict. The 
fi gure came from Abbas Masjedi, 
the head of Iran’s Legal Medicine 
Organisation. Masjedi, quoted by the 
judiciary’s Mizan news agency and 
other outlets Monday, said only four 
of the dead remain unidentifi ed. His 
comments did not break down casu-
alties among civilians and security 
forces, instead just saying that 2,875 
were male and 496 were female.

China woman earns `1.35cr raising 60K venomous snakes
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Bhubaneswar, April 20: No 
discrepancy has been noticed 
so far in the inventory of the 
valuables in the Ratna Bhan-
dar of Puri’s Jagannath temple, 
authorities of the 12th century 
shrine said Monday.

Shree Jagannath Temple 
Administration (SJTA) chief 
administrator Arabinda Pad-
hee, who is monitoring the 
exercise that started March 25, 
said the inventory of valuables 
of Chalanti Bhandar, which 
stores daily-use ornaments, 

and Bahar Bhandar, which has 
festival ornaments, has been 
completed under CCTV surveil-
lance, while the process is un-
derway for Bhitar Bhandar (in-
ner chamber). “All ornaments 
stored in the Ratna Bhandar 
-- be it gold or precious stones 
-- matched the 1978 inventory 
so far. Not a single discrepancy 
has been recorded by grace of 
the Lord,” Padhee said.

He said the process, however, 
has been paused for the time be-
ing from April 18 due to Chan-
dan Yatra and it will resume 
again in suitable time.

No discrepancy yet in Ratna Bhandar inventory

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi/Jaipur, April 20: 
A major fi re broke out near the 
main unit of the newly built 
`79,450-crore Rajasthan refi n-
ery of Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Ltd (HPCL) Mon-
day, a day before the scheduled 
inauguration by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi. Thick col-
umns of black smoke emitted 
from the fi re that broke out 
near the crude distillation unit 
-- the primary or front-end unit 
that is often referred to as the 
heart of an oil refi nery.

The blaze at the HPCL Rajas-
than Refi nery Ltd (HRRL) re-
fi nery was doused in about two 
hours, with no reported casual-
ties, offi cials said. But the Prime 
Minister’s event to dedicate to 
the nation the 9 million tonnes 
a year oil refi nery-cum-petro-
chemical complex at Pachpadra 
in Balotra district of Rajasthan, 
which was scheduled for Tues-
day, was postponed.

The Union Petroleum Minis-
try in a post on X announced 
the postponement of the event 
and said an investigation has 
been launched to determine 
the cause of the fi re and imple-
ment corrective measures. The 
refi nery project was scheduled 
to begin commercial operations 
from July 1, according to a Gov-
ernment of India statement.

Major fi re at Raj 
refi nery before 
launching by PM

POST NEWS NETWORK

Balugaon, April 20: Coming 
close on the heels of the death 
of a trainee Agniveer at INS, 
Chilika here in Khurda district 
April 8, yet another trainee al-
legedly committed suicide by 
hanging on the same premis-
es Sunday. The deceased was 
identifi ed as Vikas Kumar of 
Sharipur village under Sandesh 
police limits in the Bhojpur dis-
trict of Bihar. 

He was found hanging in the 
training centre’s gym hall. 

According to naval author-
ities, Kumar was noticed 
missing from his barracks 
early Sunday morning. Fellow 
trainees began a search and dis-
covered his body in the near-
by gym. He was rushed to the 
hospital on the premises, where 
doctors pronounced him dead.

Earlier, Kartik Yadav of 
Mohammedpur, Dhumi vil-
lage in Meerut district of Uttar 
Pradesh, was found dead on the 
campus. The recurring nature 
of these incidents has raised 
questions regarding the men-

tal health and pressure faced 
by aspirants under the new 
recruitment scheme.

Kumar had been part of the 
eighth batch of Agniveers, un-
dergoing training at the base 
since February.

On being informed, the de-
ceased’s father, Pintu Sai, ar-
rived at the Naval Police Out-
post Monday and identifi ed the 
body. He alleged that Kumar 
may have faced ‘injustice’ or 
harassment within the facili-
ty and demanded a high-level 
probe into the matter.

Another Agniveer found dead at INS Chilika

SON OF THE SOIL: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi took part in an ‘Akshaya Trutiya’ ritual at Central Rice Research Institute in Cuttack, Monday  OP PHOTO



Chennai: Actor Krithi 
Shetty, who played the 
lead along with Pradeep 
Ranganathan in direc-
tor Vignesh Shivan’s 

Love Insurance Kompany 
(LIK), has now penned a 

note of gratitude in which she 
has disclosed that she personally 
connected with the message of 

the fi lm and that somewhere 
one needs to know that “we’re 
enough” and that “love is 

given and not earned”.
Taking to her Insta-

gram page to pen a note 
of gratitude, the actress, 
while sharing Behind 
The Scene videos 

and pictures from 
the sets of the fi lm, 
wrote, “A colour-
ful BTS for a 

colourful fi lm 
#loveinsur-
ancekom-

pany (still in 

theatres near you). Firstly, 
I’m grateful to God and 
the universe for letting us 
make this dream of a fi lm 
come to life.”

She then thanked direc-
tor Vignesh Shivan saying, 
“Thank you for choosing to 
say this story even though 
every frame was extreme-
ly diffi cult and expen-
sive to pull off, and for 
writing a character like 
Dheema - someone who 
has had a broken 
and emotionally 
distant childhood, 
who sees her phone 
as a parent, who has had 
to work to receive love... 
until someone shows her that 
there’s no validation required 
to be loved. I personally really 
connected to that message be-
cause somewhere we need to 
know that we’re enough and 
love is given not earned.” IANS

You need to be extreme-
ly wary in the morning, 
because there are chances 
that a major confrontation with someone 
very close to you may occur. In the 
afternoon, your good fortune will bring 
you the solutions to most of your current 
issues. Your plans for travel may get 
postponed, says Ganesha.

You enjoy a strong position, 
but its foundations will be 
rattled today. In all proba-
bility you may have to encounter some 
unwanted problems which will be a 
cause for worry. However, Ganesha says 
you may still end up doing something 
benefi cial if you get out of the rut and 
attempt to do something unusual.

A series of events will keep 
you occupied, physically and 
mentally. You will enjoy meet-
ing like-minded people and intellectual 
discussions with them. You are charged 
up and look forward to soiree and merry 
making with loved ones. However, make 
sure that too much enthusiasm and over-
exertion does not deteriorate your health.

Work, work and more work 
will be your day's agenda. A 
power-packed performance 
is expected from you. Though hectic, the 
day will be easy going as your bosses are 
likely to be lenient on you. Love and affec-
tion from family is on the cards as well.

You don’t shy away from 
working hard and today, at 
your work you will do every-
thing to improve upon your performance. 
But, perfection seems distant no matter 
how hard you try, says Ganesha. Your 
mind is making creative plans, but you 
are unable to put them on paper and get 
them executed. You will not get off the 
track by a minor bump on the track. With 
the same positive approach like before, 
you will march ahead for success.

It is not only important to 
ideate, but also to get those 
ideas executed is equally 
important. Don’t worry though, you are 
good at both, assures Ganesha. Icing on 
the cake will be your communication 
skill which gets you through the door 
every time. For students, it will be an 
amazing day.

You are sensitive and consid-
erate and that is the core of 
your charming attitude which 
will help you win over the opposite sex 
today. There is also a good chance that 
you will be getting into a long term rela-
tionship, feels Ganesha. You will fi nd the 
time today to take some tough decision 
that will determine your future.
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THERON TALKS ABOUT 
HER TRAUMATIC PAST

CHARLES DANCE TO JOIN 
THE BATMAN PART II

Charlize Theron opened up about her 
traumatic childhood in South Africa, revealing 
how her father’s alcoholism created a tense, 
abusive home. She shared that his drinking 
left her deeply fearful of intoxicated people, 
shaping her early years and leaving a lasting 
emotional impact on her life

Veteran actor Charles Dance is in talks to join 
the cast of DC Studios’ The Batman Part II, 
featuring Robert Pattinson reprising his Bruce 
Wayne role. The actor, known for playing Tywin 
Lannister in Game of Thrones, will reportedly 
essay Charles Dent, father of Gotham district 
attorney Harvey Dent
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Mumbai: Fresh 
off the success of 

Dhurandhar: The 
Revenge, actor R. 

Madhavan is drawing 
attention for something 

beyond fi lms, his take on 
self-improvement. The ac-

tor recently shared a video 
on Instagram highlighting 
simple yet impactful habits 
that can transform one’s 
life by improving the home 
environment.

The fi rst key takeaway was 
reducing confl ict. Constant 
arguments create negativ-
ity and hinder growth. A 
calm, respectful atmosphere 
helps relationships thrive. 
The second point focused on 
avoiding complaints. Dwell-
ing on what’s lacking fosters 
a scarcity mindset, whereas 
gratitude shifts perspective 
and invites positivity.

The third habit addressed 
was laziness. Success de-
mands discipline and con-
sistent effort. A home that 
values hard work naturally 
becomes more productive and 
goal-oriented. 
Lastly, 
the im-
port-
ance 
of 

avoiding clutter was high-
lighted. A messy space often 
refl ects a cluttered mind, 
while a clean, organised en-
vironment promotes clarity, 
focus and peace.

Madhavan’s post resonat-
ed widely, with many appre-

ciating the simplicity and 
practicality of the advice. 
By sharing these insights, 

the actor reinforced how 
small, everyday chan-

ges at home can sig-
nifi cantly shape 

mindset, behav-
iour and overall 
quality of life.
 AGENCIES

Chennai: Actor Krithi
Shetty, who played the
lead along with Pradeep
Ranganathan in direc-
or Vignesh Shivan’s
ove Insurance Kompany
K), has now penned a
of gratitude in which she

has disclosed that she personally
connected with the message of

the fi lm and that somewhere
one needs to know that “we’re
enough” and that “love is

given and not earned”.
Taking to her Insta-

gram page to pen a note
of gratitude, the actress,
while sharing Behind
The Scene videos

and pictures from
the sets of the fi lm,
wrote, “A colour-
ful BTS for a

colourful fi lm
#loveinsur-
ancekom-

pany (still in

theatres near you). Firstly,
I’m grateful to God and
the universe for letting us
make this dream of a fi lm
come to life.”

She then thanked direc-
tor Vignesh Shivan saying,
“Thank you for choosing to
say this story even though
every frame was extreme-
ly diffi cult and expen-
sive to pull off, and for
writing a character like
Dheema - someone who
has had a broken
and emotionally
distant childhood,
who sees her phone
as a parent, who has had
to work to receive love...
until someone shows her that
there’s no validation required
to be loved. I personally really
connected to that message be-
cause somewhere we need to
know that we’re enough and
love is given not earned.” IANS

Mum-
bai: Actor 
Hansika Motwani 
has sparked an on-
line debate after shar-
ing her views on the 
casting couch in the en-
tertainment industry. In a 
recent interview, the actor 
said she could not comment 
on the issue as she has never 
experienced it personally. Re-
fl ecting on her own journey, 
Hansika added that she believes 
those who genuinely want to work 
and focus on “real work” do not en-
counter such situations, noting that 
this perspective comes from her own 
experience in the industry.

During the conversation, the inter-
viewer pointed out that her early start 
as a child artiste may have shielded her 
from such experiences, while also empha-
sising that the casting couch is a widely 
acknowledged issue. Hansika, however, 
maintained that she could not speak on 
something she has not witnessed fi rst-
hand, even while agreeing that the topic 
cannot be ignored entirely.

Her re- marks did not sit 
well with many social 
media users, who criti-
cised her stance as dis-
missive and out of 
touch. Several 
users argued that 
her personal 
experience does 
not negate the 
reality faced 
by others in 
the industry. 
The comments 
section quick-
ly fi lled with 
reactions, with 
many labelling 
her perspective 
as “ignorant” and 
accusing her of 
overlooking serious 
concerns around 
exploitation in 
showbiz.  AGEN-
CIES
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 In the more morning you are 
due to be gripped by an urge 
to acquire a fresh look, a complete make 
over. You will probably visit a beauty 
parlour for necessary treatment. Ganesha 
says that you will be desperate to make 
an impression on the people around you. 
In the evening you are likely to be vexed 
and puzzled by some particular issue.

You will feel some measure 
of loneliness today. You 
will need the company of 
someone close to you for reassurance. 
The evening will see you plagued by rapid 
mood swings. Meditative techniques can 
help calm your mind, says Ganesha.

You are not so much in a 
mood to socialise today. 
Something unsavoury may 
also be hard to overcome. Although you 
are industrious, Ganesha advises you not 
to bite off more than you can chew. A bit 
of faith in providence can go a long way 
in your life.

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

Your imagination and 
creativity will surpass new 
heights. You will try to fi nd easy answers 
to the most diffi cult riddles. Your creativ-
ity will be benefi cial. A favourable day for 
investors and traders, say Ganesha.

CANCER

KRITHI ON 
SELF-WORTH

becomes more p
goal-oriented.
Lastly,
the im-
port-
ance
of

Mumbai: Actor Sanya 
Malhotra, who completes 
a decade in the industry 
this year, says her biggest 
challenge wasn’t acting, 
but learning to say no. 
Despite gaining recog-
nition after Dangal, the 
actor struggled with set-
ting boundaries early in 
her career.

Coming from a non-
fi lm background, Sanya 
admitted that rejecting 
ideas or offers often left 

her anxious. She re-
vealed that she would 

experience panic at-
tacks before saying 

no, constantly 
worrying 

about 
losing 
oppor-
tunities 
or of-
fending 

people. Even when she managed to 
decline something, she carried guilt for 
months, questioning whether it would im-
pact her future in the industry.

Over time, however, she learned to navi-
gate this pressure. Sanya now believes in 
being polite yet fi rm, understanding 
that while fi lms are a director’s 
medium, actors must also stand 
their ground. She emphasised 
that not speaking up would 
mean compromising her 
own vision and choices.

The actor added that 
asserting oneself is espe-
cially crucial in situa-
tions involving physic-
al risk, such as stunts, 
where one must be clear 
and uncompromising. 
Today, Sanya views 
this journey of fi nding 
her voice as one of the 
most important lessons 
of her career. 

AGENCIES

Maddy mantra for 
personal growth

Hansika 
at receiving 

end

Ganesha says this is a time 
for a new romantic relation-
ship to develop. Due to that 
you will be extremely happy and joyous 
today. Small issues cropping up will sully 
your good mood today. Your happy go 
lucky attitude will come to the fore and 
you will be able to put aside all the issues 
and worries and move ahead in life.

LIBRA

Sanya’s 
biggest battle
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JITENDRA KUMAR NAYAK, OP

Bhubaneswar, April 20: Amid 
a nationwide debate on expand-
ing the Lok Sabha to 850 seats 
and implementing the women’s 
reservation law to ensure 33 per 
cent representation, a closer 
look at party-wise nominations 
in the 2024 elections reveals that 
major national parties such as 
BJP and Congress lagged behind 
in fi elding women candidates.

Data from Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI) and Associ-
ation for Democratic Reforms 
(ADR) showed that out of 8,337 
candidates who contested 543 
Lok Sabha seats, only 797 were 
women — accounting for just 
9.55%. Among national parties, 
BJP fi elded candidates in 440 
constituencies, including 69 
women (15.68%). The Congress 
contested 327 seats, nominating 
41 women, or 12.53%.

In contrast, regional parties 
performed better. Biju Janata 
Dal (BJD) fi elded candidates in 
all 21 Lok Sabha seats in Odis-
ha, nominating seven women — 
33.33%. However, none of them 
secured a win. In the state, the 
BJP fi elded four women out of 
21 candidates (19.04%), while 
the Congress nominated three 
women out of 20 candidates 
(15%). Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha (JMM), an ally of Congress, 
fi elded one candidate in Odisha.

The All India Trinamool Con-

gress (TMC) nominated 12 wom-
en out of 42 candidates (28.6%), 
of whom 11 emerged victorious.

As discussions continue over 
providing 33% reservation for 
women, some parties have al-
ready approached or exceeded 
that benchmark. JMM fi elded 
six candidates, including two 
women (33.33%). 
Lok Janshakti 
Party (LJP) nom-
inated two women out of fi ve 
candidates (40%). Janata Dal 
(United) fi elded two women 
among 16 candidates (12.5%), 
while Samajwadi Party (SP) 
nominated 14 women out of 71 
candidates (around 20%). Drav-
ida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 
fi elded three women out of 22 
candidates (13.63%).

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) 
nominated six women among 
23 candidates (26%). 

Notably, Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP), which fi elded 22 can-
didates across Delhi, Punjab, 
Haryana and Gujarat, did not 
nominate a single woman.

According to ECI data, par-
ties with the highest proportion 
of women candidates included 
Naam Tamilar Katchi (50%), LJP 

(Ram Vilas) (40%), 
BJD and JMM (33% 
each), RJD (26%), 

TMC (28.57%) and SP (20%).
Simultaneously, elections 

were also held for the 147-mem-
ber Odisha Legislative Assem-
bly. In these polls, BJD fi elded 
33 women candidates (22.44%), 
while BJP nominated 12 (8.16%) 
and Congress 20 (13.60%). As in 
the Lok Sabha elections, the re-
gional BJD outpaced national 
parties BJP and Congress in 
women’s representation in the 
state Assembly polls.

PARTIES SEATS CONTESTED WOMEN CANDIDATES IN %

BJP 440 69 15.68

Cong 327 41 12.53

BJD 21 7 33.33

SP 71 14 19.71

DMK 22 3 13.63

JD(U) 16 2 12.5

LJP 5 2 40

TMC 42 12 28.57

JMM 6 2 33.33

RJD 23 6 26.08

AAP 22 0 0

BJP, Cong lag in ticket 
distribution to women
BJD outpaces national parties BJP and Congress in women’s representation in Odisha Assembly polls

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 20:
Chief Electoral Offi cer (CEO) 
RS Gopalan Monday said he 
has asked electoral registra-
tion offi cers (EROs) to under-
take a proper verifi cation be-
fore names of about 9.8 lakh 
voters are deleted from the 
electoral rolls.

The CEO has specifi cally 
asked them to put on hold the 
scrutiny of 2 lakh people who 
have lodged complaints of 
‘wrongful removal’ from the 
electoral roll. It is also directed 
to verify at least 50 per cent of 

the cases, an offi cial said. 
Following receipt of large-

scale complaints, the CEO 
asked the EROs of all districts 
to conduct proper verifi cation 
of the list. The booth level of-
fi cers (BLOs) have identifi ed 
around 9.8 lakh names across 
the state for deletion from the 
rolls on account of deaths and 
shifting of residences.

Gopalan said BLOs have 
submitted their reports on 
absent voters. However, they 
are not authorised to delete 
names from electoral rolls. The 
EROs will take decision in this 
regard, the CEO added.

Meanwhile, several resi-
dents claimed that their names 
were deleted despite residing 
at the same address for years.

Seema, a resident of Sambal-
pur, said, “My husband, son, 
and I have been living in this 
city for 20 years, but our names 
are missing in the list.”

Similarly, Rakesh Sahoo, a res-
ident of Cuttack, said, “I checked 
the list online and found my name 
missing, while my neighbours’ 
names are there. I don’t under-
stand how this happened when I 
haven’t moved anywhere.”

Election offi cials attribute 
the deletions to factors like 

deaths, migration, and soft-
ware-based detection of dupli-
cate entries. They maintain 
that many of the removals are 
provisional and subject to cor-
rection upon verifi cation.

The CEO’s offi ce has activat-
ed a toll-free helpline (1950) for 
voters to check whether their 
names are on the lists or not, 
raise complaints or seek assis-
tance, an offi cial said.

Signifi cantly, Chief Minister 
Mohan Charan Majhi had in-
formed the Assembly in March 
that approximately 7.68 lakh 
names were deleted from June 
2025 to March 22 this year.

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 20: Bhavesh 
Patra, who is among the 26 candi-
dates securing a perfect 100 NTA 
score in JEE (Main) 2026 Paper 
1, has become the Odisha topper, 
according to National Testing 
Agency (NTA) Monday.

Altogether, 24 candidates 
had achieved the feat in 2025.

While over 13 lakh candi-
dates had appeared in the fi rst 
edition of the crucial exam in 
January, more than 10 lakh 
candidates had appeared in the 
second edition in April. Over 
eight lakh common candidates 
appeared in both sessions.

The NTA score is not the 
same as the percentage of marks 
obtained but normalised scores.

9.8L deletions to be verifi ed: CEO
21 LIVES LOST: Wrecked remains of a passenger bus after it rolled nearly 100 metres down a hill in J&K’s 
Udhampur district, Monday. At least 21 people were killed and 51 injured in the mishap (Report P8)  PTI PHOTO

JEE (Main): Bhavesh 
Patra Odisha topper

2024 LS ELECTIONS



POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 20: 
In a landmark achievement 
for healthcare in Odisha, 
AIIMS-Bhubaneswar has suc-
cessfully conducted its fi rst de-
ceased donor liver transplant 
recently, underscoring the crit-
ical importance of liver health 
and the life-saving potential of 
organ donation.

At the heart of this inspiring 
story is Radha Parhi, a dedi-
cated homoeopathic medical 
offi cer from Bhadrak district. 
Despite battling a platelet dis-
order for years, she chose to 
pledge her organs, refl ecting ex-
traordinary courage and com-
passion. Following her passing 
and declaration of brain stem 
death April 2, her family hon-
oured her wish and consented 
to organ donation in a moment 
of profound grief.

April 3, her liver was suc-
cessfully transplanted into a 
46-year-old male patient by the 
Surgical Gastroenterology team 
at AIIMS-Bhubaneswar. The re-
cipient is recovering well and is 
likely to be discharged soon, re-
fl ecting both the success of the 
procedure and the expertise of 
the medical team.

The transplant was carried 
out under the leadership of 
Bramhadatta Pattnaik, with 
mentorship from Viniyendra 

Pamecha of the Institute of 
Liver and Biliary Sciences 
(ILBS), New Delhi. The proce-
dure was supported by multi-
disciplinary teams, including 
specialists in anaesthesia, 
gastroenterology and critical 
care, ensuring optimal care 
for both donor and recipient.

Institute’s executive di-
rector Ashutosh Biswas ex-
pressed deep gratitude to the 
donor’s family, emphasising 
the institute’s commitment 
to promoting organ donation 
through awareness and com-
passionate care. In recognition 
of her selfl ess contribution, 
Parhi was accorded a guard 
of honour at AIIMS-Bhu-
baneswar, led by Medical Su-
perintendent Prabhas Ranjan 
Tripathy.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 20: There 
is no respite from heatwave con-
ditions in Odisha, with the IMD 
Monday stating that hot and hu-
mid weather is likely to continue 
in several parts of the state for at 
least the next four days.

In its evening bulletin, the 
IMD’s Bhubaneswar centre said 
hot and humid conditions are ex-
pected to prevail over districts 
including Balasore, Bhadrak, 
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Cuttack, 
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khurda, 
Nayagarh, Ganjam and Gajapa-
ti Tuesday.

Tuesday night would be warm 
in Angul, Kandhamal, Sunder-
garh, Bolangir and Sambalpur 
districts, it added.

Heatwave conditions would 
prevail in Jharsuguda, Bolan-
gir, Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, 
Kendrapara, Cuttack, Jagatsing-
hpur, Puri, Khurda, Nayagarh, 

Ganjam and Gajapati districts 
for the next three days, the bul-
letin said.

According to the weather 
bulletin, 14 places in the state 
recorded a temperature of 40 
degrees Celsius or above.

Titlagarh in Bolangir district 
remained the hottest at 42.5 de-
grees Celsius, followed closely 
by Jharsuguda at 42.4 degrees 
Celsius. Talcher recorded 42 
degrees Celsius, while Bolangir 
registered 41.8 degrees, Angul 
41.7 degrees and Bhawanipatna 
41 degrees Celsius.

Mercury was hovering be-
tween 40 and 41 degrees at Sam-
balpur, Sundargarh, Sonepur, 
Boudh, Paralakhemundi, Nu-
apada, Rourkela and Hirakud 
during the day, according to the 
bulletin. The twin cities of Bhu-
baneswar and Cuttack record-
ed temperatures of 35.7 degrees 
Celsius and 36.8 degrees Celsius, 
respectively.
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.7° 36.8°
25.5° 24.6°
79% 83%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Light to moderate 
rain or thunder-
storm very likely 

to occur

MARKET WATCH

GOLD `153,624   `985.00

SILVER ̀ 252,553  4,589.00

DOLLAR  93.16   0.18

EURO     109.75  0.01

SENSEX 78520.30   26.76

NIFTY     24364.85   11.30

COMMODITIESCURRENCY BOURSES

AIIMS-Bhubaneswar’s 1st 
cadaver liver transplant

Heatwave persists; 
no relief for 4 days

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 20: In 
a major push to strengthen In-
dia’s unmanned aerial vehicle 
(UAV) ecosystem, Berhampur 
University has signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with BonV Aero, an In-
dian aerial logistics platform 
manufacturer and the anchor 
organisation of the Rangeilun-
da UAV Test Site.

The partnership aims to es-
tablish a long-term framework 
for collaboration in research, 
development, skilling and in-
novation in UAV systems and 
allied deep-tech domains. It is 
expected to further bolster Odi-
sha’s role in India’s evolving 
drone and low-altitude airspace 
technology landscape.

The MoU was signed in 
the presence of Berhampur 
University Vice Chancellor 
Geetanjali Dash, along with 
senior offi cials, including the 
Registrar, Deans and Heads of 
departments. BonV Aero was 
represented by Rahul Kumar, 
Co-Founder and Chief of De-
sign, underscoring the compa-

ny’s commitment to academic 
collaboration.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dash highlighted the signif-
icance of the partnership for 
students and regional develop-
ment. “Berhampur University 
has always strived to respond 
to the evolving needs of society 
and the nation. The MoU with 
BonV Aero is a signifi cant step 
in that direction. The training 
opportunities that will emerge 
will greatly benefi t our Physics 
and Electronics students, pro-
viding them direct exposure to 
cutting-edge UAV technology 
and real-world applications. 
The establishment of a world-

class UAV Test Hub in Ber-
hampur is a matter of immense 
pride for both the institution 
and the city,” she said.

She added that the collabora-
tion is expected to benefi t both 
the university and the wider 
region by creating pathways 
for applied learning and inno-
vation.

Under the agreement, the two 
institutions will collaborate 
across three key areas—joint 
research and development 
in UAV systems and low-al-
titude airspace technologies, 
structured student training 
and skilling programmes, and 
applied research initiatives 

aimed at translating academic 
work into deployable solutions.

Describing the MoU as a 
milestone in India’s deep-tech 
journey, BonV Aero CEO and 
Co-founder Satyabrata Sata-
pathy said the collaboration 
refl ects a broader vision of 
ecosystem-building. “I have 
long believed that the most 
meaningful progress happens 
when industry, academia and 
government come together. 
India’s potential in deep-tech 
is extraordinary, and the UAV 
sector is only beginning to re-
veal its capabilities. Rangeilun-
da is more than a test site—it is 
a statement of intent. When I 
look at what we can build with 
Berhampur University, I see 
not just a partnership, but the 
early architecture of something 
truly generational,” he said.

The collaboration is expect-
ed to help build skilled talent 
pipelines, drive innovation in 
UAV applications across sec-
tors such as defence, logistics 
and agriculture, and further 
position Odisha as a key hub 
for drone technology research 
and testing.

Berhampur varsity inks MoU with BonV Aero
BOOST TO UAV ECOSYSTEM

I, Sumitra Das aged 
about 52 years, D/o 
Banabihari Mishra, 
W/o- Ratanlal Dash, 
At/Post/P.S.- Baisinga, 
Dist.- Mayurbhanj, PIN- 
757028 Odisha declared 
by this affi davit No- 18, 
dated 9.4.2026 that 
onwards I shall be 
known as Sumitra Dash 
for all purpose.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 20: 
Governor Hari Babu Kam-
bhampati Monday stressed the 
importance of preserving and 
promoting the Odia language, 
stating that a language thrives 
only when it is actively spoken, 
valued and passed on to future 
generations.

He was speaking at the 
launch of the “Kahuchi Odisha” 
magazine and web portal at the 
Guru Kelucharan Mohapatra 
Odissi Research Centre here.

Describing the initiative as 
more than just a publication, 
the Governor said it serves as 
a vibrant platform for writers, 
thinkers, and young minds to en-
gage in meaningful dialogue and 
creative expression. Such forums, 
he noted, play a crucial role in en-
hancing the depth, relevance, and 
continuity of the language.

Highlighting Odisha’s rich 
cultural heritage, he said that 
language, traditions, customs, 
and history together defi ne the 
identity of a community. He de-
scribed Odia as one of India’s 
most ancient classical languag-
es, embodying centuries of wis-
dom and intellectual thought. 
The state’s festivals, art forms, 
literature, heritage sites, mar-
itime legacy, and natural beau-
ty, along with the inclusive 
philosophy of Lord Jagannath, 
refl ect Odisha’s distinct and 
enduring identity.

Emphasising the need to 
preserve this legacy, the Gov-
ernor said it must not only be 
admired but actively nurtured. 
“Language and culture are liv-
ing treasures that must evolve 
while retaining their authen-
ticity,” he said, adding that a 
strong connection to one’s her-
itage fosters a meaningful sense 
of identity.

Commending the Suchana O 
Sachetanata Trust for the ini-
tiative, he said the inaugural 
theme, “Odia Asmita Ra An-
taswara,” aptly captures the 

essence of Odia identity. He 
also highlighted the growing 
importance of digital platforms 
in expanding the reach and rel-
evance of the language.

Appealing for greater use 
of Odia in everyday life, the 
Governor urged families to 
encourage children to speak, 
read, and write in the lan-
guage with pride. He stressed 
that preserving linguistic 
identity is a shared responsi-
bility. “This is not against any 
other language, but a way to 
safeguard the rich linguistic 
identity of Odia,” he said.

Padma Vibhushan awardee 
and eminent sculptor Sudar-
shan Sahoo also addressed 
the gathering. The welcome 
address was delivered by pres-
ident of ‘Suchana O Sacheta-
nata’ Ashok Bhagat, while the 
vote of thanks was proposed 
by Secretary Ajit Kumar Bar-
ik. Among those present were 
Padma Shri awardees Adwaita 
Gadanayak and Damayanti Be-
shra, along with noted journal-
ist Rajaram Satapathy.

Promote Odia in
daily life: Guv

Language, traditions, customs 
and history together defi ne 
a community’s identity, says 
Governor Kambhampati 

He describes Odia as one 
of India’s oldest classical 
languages, embodying centuries 
of wisdom and intellectual 
thought

Legacy must be actively 
nurtured, not merely admired, 
Governor emphasises 

Language and culture are living 
treasures that must evolve while 
retaining authenticity, he says

‘Kahuchi Odisha’ 
magazine and web 
portal launched

2nd Nat’l Lok Adalat of year May 9
POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 20: The 
second National Lok Adalat of 
the year will be held May 9 
across all court premises in 
Khurda district. The infor-
mation was shared by Salomi 
Sahu, Secretary of the Khurda 
District Legal Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Bhubaneswar.

In this Lok Adalat, a wide 
range of pending cases will 
be taken up for settlement 
through mutual compromise. 
These include compoundable 
criminal cases, plea bargain-
ing matters, cheque bounce 
and loan recovery cases, ac-
cident-related disputes, com-
poundable traffi c challans, la-

bour and public utility cases, 
electricity and water-related 
issues, matrimonial and fam-
ily disputes (except divorce), 
land acquisition matters, ser-
vice and pension-related cases, 
revenue, IPR and consumer 

cases, among other civil and 
criminal matters.

Such cases can be brought 
before district and sub-divi-
sional courts for resolution 
through amicable settlement.

Similarly, pre-litigation 
matters (cases not yet fi led 
in court) can also be resolved 
through the District Legal Ser-
vices Authority or Taluk Le-
gal Services Committees. The 
public may approach them for 
settlement of loan default and 
succession cases, traffi c chal-
lans (virtual court/e-challan), 
labour and employment dis-
putes, electricity and water 
issues, revenue and land ac-
quisition matters, and public 
utility cases before Permanent 

Lok Adalats.
Matrimonial and domestic 

violence disputes can be taken 
up through mediation, while 
commercial, arbitration, con-
sumer and other land-related 
disputes can also be settled 
through this mechanism.

The Legal Services Author-
ity, Bhubaneswar, has urged 
the public to submit their cas-
es in advance to the concerned 
courts or legal services institu-
tions to ensure timely disposal 
during the Lok Adalat. Citizens 
have been advised to make the 
most of this opportunity. No 
court fee is required for settle-
ment in the Lok Adalat, and its 
decisions are fi nal and legally 
binding.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 20: Op-
position BJD and Congress 
Monday expressed surprise at 
the deletion of about 10 lakh 
voters from the electoral roll 
ahead of the SIR. 

"Though usually, 7 lakh vot-
ers are deleted from the list 
annually in Odisha, this time 
three lakh more people have 
been removed from the list. 
There is apprehension that 
more voters' names may be de-
leted during the SIR," BJD se-
nior vice-president Debi Prasad 
Mishra told reporters at a press 
conference. 

Mishra said a BJD delegation 
had met the Election Commis-
sion of India and expressed con-
cerns on this issue on August 19, 
2025. "We had specifi cally urged 
that the names of people who 
migrate outside the state for 

work should not be removed 
from the voter list," Mishra said.

BJD's deputy leader in As-
sembly, Prasanna Acharya, al-
leged that the people are being 
deleted from the list keeping in 
view their political affi liation. 

"The voter list is being pre-
pared on political line and it 
should be rectifi ed immediate-
ly. We urge the government and 
the ECI to address these doubts 
and ensure that the voting 
rights of citizens are not com-
promised," Acharya said. 

Odisha Pradesh Congress 

Committee (OPCC) president 
Bhakta Charan Das demanded 
that the electoral roll should be 
prepared taking BLA (booth 
level agents) of political parties 
into confi dence. "We demand a 
transparent voter list," Das said. 

A letter issued by Addi-
tional Chief Electoral Offi -
cer-cum-Special Secretary Su-
shanta Kumar Mishra to the 
EROs stated, "I am directed to 
inform that approximately 9.8 
lakh deletions have been car-
ried out by the EROs since the 
commencement of the elector 
mapping process. However, 
a substantial number of com-
plaints have been received 
regarding wrongful deletion of 
names, including cases where 
electors were found to be pres-
ent and instances where BLOs 
had neither conducted fi eld 
visits nor carried out proper 
verifi cation prior to deletion." 

Oppn shocked over 10L 
deletions in voter list

Prez Murmu to 
visit Odisha today
PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 20: Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu will be 
on a day-long visit to Odisha 
April 21, her offi ce said in a 
statement Monday.

She will inaugurate a Plane-
tarium and Science Centre, and 
the Nirmal Munda Parivesh 
Path, at a public function in 
Rourkela, it said.

Murmu will also inaugurate 
a Tribal Museum and Integrat-
ed Command and Control Cen-
tre in Rourkela.

Security arrangements are 
being tightened in line with 
protocol guidelines. Compre-
hensive security planning has 
been discussed for airports, 
circuit houses, venues, and 
travel routes. Odisha Director 
General of Police YB Khurania 
joined the meeting virtually, 
along with senior police offi -
cials from the Western Range, 
Sundargarh, and Jharsuguda 
districts.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 20: In 
a major breakthrough, the Ex-
cise Department’s Range-I team 
Monday arrested a youth for 
allegedly peddling 180 grams 
of brown sugar worth `18 lakh 
near an Indian Oil petrol pump 
on Lewis Road under Badagada 
police limits, offi cials said.

Acting on a tip-off about a 
drug peddler active in the City, 
the team laid a trap near Lew-
is Road and apprehended the 
accused, identifi ed as Prabhu 
Prakash Patra (40), a choreog-
rapher by profession.

Upon search, the excise team 
recovered around 180 grams of 
heroin from his possession. A 
two-wheeler, allegedly used in 
the offence, was also seized.

Offi cials said the accused 
was taken into custody on the 
spot, and further legal action 
has been initiated under the 
relevant provisions of the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act.

“The accused was previous-

ly involved in a brown sugar 
peddling case and had been un-
der our watch. He also works 
as a choreographer. Prelim-
inary investigation suggests 
the seized contraband was 
meant for sale, though further 
inquiry is underway to trace 
its source and any network 
involved,” said Bhubaneswar 
Excise DSP Raj Sekhar Swain.

Youth held with brown 
sugar worth `18 lakh

WB man nabbed 
with 8.1 kg ganja 
at rly station
BHUBANESWAR: A West 
Bengal resident was arrested 
for allegedly smuggling 8.1 kg 
of ganja worth `81,000 from 
Bhubaneswar Railway Station 
using the luggage scanner, 
offi cials said on Monday.
The accused has been identifi ed 
as Bhuvan Chandra Pradhan 
(48), a resident of West Bengal. 
During a joint surveillance by 
the Railway Protection Force 
(RPF) and Government Railway 
Police (GRP), he was spotted 
carrying a black bag.During 
screening, offi cials detected 
ganja concealed inside his 
bag, following which he was 
taken into custody. “He was 
smuggling the contraband from 
Aska to West Bengal. A probe is 
underway to ascertain further 
links in the case,” said Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) Inspector-
in-Charge Amaresh Behera.
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Jharsuguda, April 20: Public 
resentment grew in Jharsugu-
da district after SMC Power 
Generation Ltd was found al-
legedly drawing water from 
the Bheden and Ib rivers during 
the non-monsoon period, trig-
gering acute scarcity in nearby 
villages.

Hundreds of women from 
Badmal, Hirma, Jamera and 
Marakuta gram panchayats 
staged a sit-in protest in front of 
the pump houses of SMC’s Unit 
1 at Hirma and Unit 2 at Badmal 
Monday, opposing what they 
described as unauthorised wa-
ter extraction. 

Residents alleged that wa-
ter levels in the Bheden and 
Ib rivers drop signifi cantly 

during summer, leaving lim-
ited resources for daily needs 
such as bathing, sanitation and 
livestock care. They claimed 
that the company’s continued 
lifting of water has worsened 
the situation, leading to a se-
vere drinking water crisis in 
the region.

“Humans, cattle and even 
birds are struggling for water. 
Life has become extremely diffi -
cult for people dependent on the 
rivers,” a local resident said.

According to offi cial records, 
the state water resources de-
partment had, in a letter (No. 
13440) dated July 7, 2020, direct-
ed the company not to draw 
water from the rivers during 
the non-monsoon period. The 
company was instead advised 
to rely on water conservation 

within its premises. However, 
locals alleged that these guide-
lines have been openly violated. 

Villagers said they had sub-
mitted a memorandum to the 
Jharsuguda district adminis-
tration nearly two months ago, 
but no effective action was tak-
en, prompting the protest.

The demonstrators also ex-
pressed dissatisfaction over 
the absence of senior adminis-
trative offi cials at the protest 
site, stating that only police 
personnel were sent to manage 
the situation.

Later, officials assured the 
protesters that an inquiry 
would be conducted within 
the next one or two days, fol-
lowing which the agitation 
was called off.

Jharsuguda sub-collector 
Sabyasachi Panda said he had 
received communication from 
the additional district magis-
trate regarding the issue. “A 
joint inspection will be carried 
out with offi cials from the water 
resources department within the 
next couple of days,” he said.

Attempts to contact plant of-
fi cial Laxminarayan Mishra for 
comment were unsuccessful.

Residents warned that if the 
administration fails to resolve 
the issue promptly and the com-
pany continues to extract water, 
a larger public agitation will be 
launched in the coming days.

Protest over ‘unauthorised’
water lifting by power plant

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bargarh, April 20: Police 
Monday busted an alleged sex 
racket operating from a road-
side dhaba near Dhanger under 
Bargarh rural police limits, 
rescuing a woman and arrest-
ing fi ve persons, including a 
couple said to be running the 
operation.

The arrested have been 
identifi ed as dhaba owner At-
maram Panda (54), his wife 
Pranati Panda (44), residents 
of Dhanger village and three 
customers — Nimai Sahu (29), 
Sumanta Bhoi (22), and Madan 
Banachhor (26), all from Adga-
on village under Bargarh Sadar 

police limits. 
Acting on a tip-off, a police 

team conducted a surprise raid 
under the supervision of SDPO 

Padarabinda Tripathy, follow-
ing directions from Superin-
tendent of Police P.S. Meena. 
During the raid, police detect-

ed the alleged prostitution ac-
tivities and rescued a woman 
involved.

Police seized used and un-
used condoms, 263.8 litres of 
Indian-made foreign liquor, 
32 litres of country liquor, two 
motorcycles and `26,260 in cash 
from their possession.

A case (No. 84/26) was regis-
tered at Bargarh Rural police 
station, and all the accused 
were later produced before a 
local court. Further investiga-
tion is underway. According to 
police, the dhaba owner and his 
wife had been running the ille-
gal trade for some time, prompt-
ing the raid based on specifi c 
intelligence inputs.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhatrapur/Ganjam, April 
20: The bad shape of the Biju 
Patnaik Multipurpose Indoor 
Stadium here has sparked con-
cern among sports enthusiasts 
and local residents ahead of the 
state level kickboxing champion-
ship to be held from May 6 to 9.

The stadium, built to usher 
in a new chapter in the dis-
trict’s sports landscape, has 
fallen into disrepair due to poor 
maintenance.

The modern facility, inau-
gurated February 23, 2024, by 
former CM Naveen Patnaik, is 
already showing signs of dete-
rioration within a short span. 
The stadium, once a dream 
project for local youths, now 
has developed cracked walls 
with plaster peeling out of its 
surface.

Badminton courts have sunk, 
making regular practice dif-
fi cult for players. Gym equip-
ment have rusted and become 
unusable. Faulty lighting has 
disrupted evening training 
sessions, while the condition 
of toilets remains deplorable.

The state-level kickboxing 
championship is being organ-
ised by the Amateur Ganjam 
District Kickboxing Associ-
ation. More than 600 players 
from various districts are 
expected to participate in the 
event.

Organisers and sports en-
thusiasts say the dilapidated 
condition of the venue could 
affect the event. Local players 
allege that despite repeated 
complaints to district sports 
authorities, no remedial steps 
have been taken.

The stadium has produced 
several talented players who 
have brought laurels to the 
district at state and national 
levels. Currently, many school 
students visit the facility daily 

to train in kickboxing under 
Coach Pramod Apte.

Despite being used for 
various block-level sports 
programmes, lack of sus-
tained maintenance has put 
the infrastructure at risk. 
Residents warn that without 
immediate repair and up-
keep by the government and 
concerned departments, the 
future of sports in Ganjam 
remains bleak.

There is growing public de-
mand for urgent action to ad-
dress the issues before the up-
coming state-level competition.

SHABBY STADIUM SPARKS CONCERN

Sex racket busted at Bargarh dhaba; 5 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kesinga, April 20: Severe 
heatwave conditions have led 
to a sharp depletion of water 
sources across Kesinga block 
in Kalahandi district, creating 
acute hardship for residents 
and posing serious challenges 
for livestock.

According to reports, water 
levels in streams, ponds, check 
dams and tube wells across all 
26 gram panchayats have de-
clined signifi cantly. Most of 
the 554 government and pri-
vate ponds in the block now 
hold only two to fi ve feet of wa-
ter, while several others have 
dried up completely. Household 
wells are also running dry as 
the groundwater level contin-
ues to fall.

Temperatures in the region 
have been rising steadily. After 
recording 36.5 degrees Celsius 
earlier in March, the mercury 
climbed to 39.8 degrees March 
29 and has now reached 41 de-
grees (Wednesday), according 
to offi cials of the Central Water 
Commission.

The intensifying heat, cou-
pled with falling groundwater 
levels, has led to a shortage of 
drinking water, leaving resi-

dents distressed. Farmers, too, 
are facing diffi culties in carry-
ing out Rabi cultivation due to 
the water scarcity.

The Rural Water Supply 
and Sanitation (RWSS) de-
partment has installed 1,810 
tube wells across villages in 
the block. However, declining 
groundwater has affected their 
functionality in several areas. 
To address complaints, the de-
partment has deployed a mobile 
repair unit to attend to faulty 
tube wells promptly.

The situation has also ad-
versely affected domesticat-
ed animals, including cows, 
goats, sheep and ducks, which 

are struggling to get water for 
drinking and bathing as ponds, 
rivers and check dams dry up.

Offi cials from the Minor 
Irrigation department said 
there are 60 check dams in 
the block, of which 18 are cur-
rently non-functional, while 
others have only limited water 
reserves.

RWSS Sub-Divisional Offi -
cer Dharmendra Seth said ar-
rangements have been made to 
respond quickly to complaints. 
“We have deployed a mobile 
unit. As soon as we receive a 
call from any village, our team 
reaches the spot and repairs the 
tube wells,” he said.

Water scarcity grips Kesinga amid rising heat

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nuapada, April 20: A 44-year-
old teacher was hospitalized 
Monday after a swarm of hon-
eybees attacked him during 
census survey work in Nuapa-
da district.

He was identified as Dola-
mani Hansa (44), a resident 
of Sunamudi village under 
Khaprakhol block of Bolan-
gir district. Hansa is a teach-
er at the Saraibahal Govern-
ment Upper Primary School 
in Tankapani panchayat of 
Bolangir district.  

He was on his way to Majhi-
pada village after completing 
the survey work in Goyalmun-
da village when swarm of hon-
eybees attacked him Monday. 

The attack resulted in inju-
ries to his face and head. After 
seeking brief shelter under a 
tree, Hansa attempted to ride 
his motorcycle back to his 
home village.

However, he lost conscious-
ness near Dharanimal village. 
Passersby discovered him and 
rushed him to the Nuapada 
District Headquarters Hospital.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh/Ranpur, April 20: Allega-
tions of illegal blasting and large-scale 
smuggling of black stone from Nuapada 
Hill near Kerendatangi under Ranpur 
tehsil in Nayagarh district have come 
to the fore with locals claiming admin-
istrative inaction even after reporting 
of the matter.

Locals alleged that blasting is carried 
out twice daily to 
extract black stone, 
while more than 
400 truckloads are 
allegedly transport-
ed each day. The 
stone is reportedly 
supplied to crusher 

units in Khurda and Jankia areas.
Despite repeated complaints, no action 

has been taken, residents alleged, adding 
that the hill is gradually being destroyed. 
Blasting, reportedly done in the early 
morning and afternoon, has led to cracks 
appearing in houses of nearby villages 
under Kerendatangi and Jankia pancha-
yats. Residents said the explosions often 
feel like mild tremors.

The stone-laden vehicles are said to 
ply day and night along Kolkata-Chennai 
National Highway, even passing in front 
of police stations without interception, 
raising concerns over enforcement.

Some locals, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, alleged that a nexus is 
involved in illegal extraction and trans-
port, with substantial daily profi ts. They 
claimed complaints are often suppressed 
and information leaks to those involved.

With no response from authorities, 
residents are planning to approach the 
National Green Tribunal. Efforts to con-
tact mining offi cer Ishwar Pradhan were 
unsuccessful.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Joda, April 20: Despite police 
stepping up efforts to curb ille-
gal mining, porous interstate 
borders have fueled a rise in 
mineral smuggling from Ke-
onjhar district into Jharkhand.

Police from Bamebari police 
station under the Joda mining 
circle have intensifi ed action 
against mineral theft in remote 
forested areas, including Gu-
rubeda, Jurudi, Jalahari, Khand-
abandha, ITC, Jaribahal, Kalima-
ti, Nayagarh and Pidhapokhari.

During raids in the 2025-26 fi nan-
cial year, police arrested 32 people 
and seized seven loaders and JCB 
machines, 20 trucks carrying il-
legally mined minerals, three 
SUVs and a motorcycle, Bame-
bari IIC Jhasaketan Bhoi said.

Acting on intelligence in-
puts, police carried out raids — 
sometimes in plain clothes and 
at other times in uniform — to 
crack down on the suggling.

Despite risks from wild an-
imals and possible attacks by 
smugglers in dense forests, po-
lice have continued enforcement 
drives, seizing vehicles and ma-
chinery involved in the illegal 
trade and arresting those engaged 
in mineral smuggling, Bhoi said.

However, the crackdown has 
failed to deter smugglers, who 
continue to use machines to ex-
tract minerals from abandoned 
forest areas with the help of 
some locals and transport them 
to states such as Jharkhand and 

West Bengal. The ore is also 
supplied to factories in Sund-
argarh district.

Large-scale illegal mining 
and transportation continue 
in the Tankuna reserve forest 
under Barbil police limits. Iron 
ore is allegedly being moved 
from border areas near Tanku-
na along the Odisha-Jharkhand 
boundary to crushers operating 
in places such as Badajamda 
and Nuanmundi in Jharkhand.

While the Odisha government 
has shut down iron ore crushers 
within a 50-kilometer radius of 
mining zones to ensure trans-
parency, illegal stockyards 
have reportedly been set up in 
areas such as Nuanmundi and 
Badajamda across the border to 
facilitate the movement of sto-
len ore from Odisha.

Smugglers are taking advan-
tage of forest routes and gaps in 
border patrolling to transport 
minerals with relative ease, 
sources said. Following the 
state government’s zero-toler-
ance policy on illegal mining, 
the Keonjhar superintendent of 
police has directed police sta-
tions to intensify enforcement, 
leading to increased patrolling 
across several jurisdictions.

Between 2012 and 2015, 
state-level enforcement teams 
had carried out crackdowns on il-
legal mining sites in the Tankura 
reserve forest. However, with en-
forcement easing in recent years, 
the area has again become a hub 
for illegal mineral smuggling.

Teacher hospitalised 
in bee attack during 
census survey

Porous border aids mineral
smuggling from Keonjhar

BLACK STONE SMUGGLING 
RAMPANT IN NAYAGARH

Lady teacher engaged in
census duty goes missing
BHUBANESWAR: A lady school 
teacher engaged in census enumera-
tion work in Baripada of Mayurbhanj 
district has been reported missing 
since Saturday, raising concern 
among family members and authori-
ties. According to reports, Jyotsnarani 
Sahu, who has been serving at UG 
School in Karanjia for the past eight 
years, had left her residence Saturday 
morning to carry out census duties. 
Her brother said he last spoke to 
her around 11:30 AM the same day, 
during which she informed him that 
she was on census duty. Since then, 
there has been no communication 
with her despite repeated attempts 
by family members. Following the 
incident, her family and house owner 
lodged a missing person report at 
the Sadar Police Station. Police have 
initiated an investigation to trace 
her whereabouts. Originally from 
Puri, the teacher had been staying 
in a rented house in Baripada for the 
last eight years.



T
he US blockade of 
maritime traffi c en-
tering and leaving 
Iranian ports in the 

Strait of Hormuz is intensify-
ing the global energy crisis. 
If Iran’s seaborne exports 
are interdicted on top of the 
energy exports of the Gulf 
countries, nearly 25% of total 
traded crude oil will be miss-
ing from global markets. Net 
oil-importing countries will 
be hit the hardest. Already, 
countries in Asia and Africa 
are facing energy shortages, 
which will only worsen.

In such a crisis, allowing 
market prices to determine how 
oil is rationed amounts to sub-
mitting to the law of the jungle. 
High-income countries outbid 
low-income countries, enabling 
the wealthy to maintain their 
energy use, while the poor are 
priced out. This was a key les-
son of the COVID-19 pandemic 
(with critical medical supplies) 
and the 2022 energy crisis: in 
times of crisis, market alloca-
tion leads to grossly unjust out-
comes. The extremely volatile 
prices we have witnessed in 
recent weeks are not rational ar-
biters of supplies, but an expres-
sion of animal spirits reacting 
to the latest social-media posts 
by US President Donald Trump 
and speculations about the fu-
ture course of the war.

There is a better way. Instead of 
allowing market panic to dictate 
distribution and pricing, policy-
makers should pursue multilater-
al coordination to defend a price 
ceiling in global oil markets and 
allocate scarce resources in a 
way that meets people’s essential 
needs and minimizes the econom-
ic fallout. Put simply, the world 
needs an oil buyers’ club.

The European Union should 
take the lead. Accounting for 
23% of global crude oil imports, 
the EU28 alone have substantial 
buying power. They demon-
strated as much during the 
last crisis, when they imposed a 
European emergency gas-price 
cap. But this time the shortfall 
is larger, and oil is more fungi-
ble globally, so it would be im-
portant for other net importers 
to join. More participants will 
make for a more powerful 
mechanism.

The EU should aim, fi rst 
and foremost, to bring in other 
high-income countries that are 
major refi ners of imported oil—
notably, Japan, South Korea, 
and Singapore. Since low- and 
middle-income countries have 
few means for outbidding their 
high-income counterparts on 
global oil markets, they have 
every incentive to participate.

If China—the world’s largest 
oil importer, accounting for 23% 
of the total—also decided to join, 
the importers’ club would have 
the market cornered. In 2023 
(the latest year for which the 
International Energy Agency 
provides complete global data), 
net importers purchased slightly 
more than 80% of globally traded 
crude oil. This means that, to-
gether, net importers could effec-
tively act as a monopsony—like 
a monopoly, but on the demand 
side. All net importers of crude 
oil would immediately benefi t 
from lower prices.

EU-China coordination also 
would send a powerful geopolit-
ical message, demonstrating the 
EU’s ability to conduct an inde-
pendent foreign policy. If China 
did not join, the EU would have 
a rare opportunity to take the 
lead in forming a meaningful 
global alliance that includes 
Global South countries—no 
small feat for a bloc that has 
been struggling to fi nd its place 
in a world of intensifying super-
power competition.

The buyers’ club should cap oil 
prices for physical delivery at a 
level that would still be very at-
tractive for exporters—say, $100 

per barrel. (For comparison, Sri 
Lanka recently paid $286 per bar-
rel of oil delivered, and European 
buyers are now paying $150 per 
barrel of North Sea crude.) As for 
allocation, because low-income 
countries account for only 0.1% 
of global imports, they should 
be allowed to maintain their 
pre-war import levels. All other 
countries would reduce their im-
ports by the same share: if about 
25% of global exports are miss-
ing, a 25% reduction in pre-war 
imports should be agreed.

Refi ners in the club would be 
prohibited from making windfall 
profi ts and required instead to 
sell onward with margins pre-
vailing in non-war times to do-
mestic buyers and to other club 
members, thereby preserving the 
capped price for refi ned products 
like diesel and LPG. It is import-
ant that club members commit 
to maintaining pre-war levels of 
refi ned-product exports. The al-
ternative—acquiring oil at low 
cost thanks to everyone’s partici-
pation, but keeping a larger share 
for themselves—would cause the 
club to break down. The buyers’ 
club could be extended to refi ned 
oil products imported from out-
side its members.

Countries with positive net 
exports of crude oil could al-
so be enticed to join the club, 
strengthening it further. For 
starters, crude exporters that 
import substantial volumes of 
refi ned oil products, such as An-
gola and Ecuador, might want to 
secure the lower price afforded 
to club members. More broadly, 
exporters might want to anchor 

domestic oil prices to the club 
price, thereby preventing higher 
domestic fuel prices from hurt-
ing local consumers. If the buy-
ers’ club also introduces a price 
fl oor—say, $65 per barrel—oil 
exporters who join would enjoy 
more stability going forward. 
The fl oors could be written into 
long-term supply contracts.

The buyers’ club would pro-
tect livelihoods, limit infl ation, 
and help contain recessionary 
pressures. It would also deliver 
fi scal savings, which could be 
invested in the swift expansion 
of low-cost, low-carbon alterna-
tives. Renewable-energy deploy-
ment and electrifi cation should 
be accelerated. Public transpor-
tation should be made free. Do-
mestic energy-saving schemes, 
which ensure the fair allocation 
of scarce resources, should be 
democratically legitimized and 
designed in ways that guarantee 
basic needs and the viability of 
industrial systems.

The buyers’ club does not 
create the shortages; they are 
there anyway. The club is a 
mechanism for spreading the 
cost more equally, building sol-
idarity among importers, and 
preventing costly bidding rac-
es while the emergency lasts.

Amid a crisis of multilateral-
ism, an oil buyers’ club might 
seem utopian. But the idea is not 
new. A similar scheme for allo-
cating raw materials was im-
plemented for allied countries 
during World War I. A multilat-
eral oil buyers’ club is precisely 
the kind of bold initiative that 
countries need to weather the 
current crisis—and that the 
world needs to strengthen pre-
paredness for future shocks. For 
the EU, leading an initiative 
built on distributional fairness 
would amount to more than 
good economic policy. As the 
world order crumbles, it would 
strengthen the bloc’s position as 
a global power that stands for 
peace and cooperation.

Weber is Associate Professor 

of Economics at University 

of Massachusetts Amherst. 
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Professor of Public Policy and 

Economics at the University 

of Massachusetts Amherst.
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I t is a patently false contention to tell religious leaders to mind 
things moral and spiritual and leave temporal or materialistic 
management of human affairs to politicians alone. In other words, 

the segregation of religious bodies and the state can be acceptable up 
to a point. But when the state uses its powers to destroy human lives, 
brings miseries to women and children and ruin economic well-be-
ing of millions of people, some may think it can be a sin for religious 
leaders to remain silent and thereby acquiesce in the brutality of po-
litical leaders. Pope Leo XIV, the supreme leader of the Roman Cath-
olic Church, has turned out to be a shining example by choosing not 
to keep quiet and go hammer and tongs against the wanton killings 
and devastation ordered by US President Donald Trump and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu who declared a one-sided war 
against Iran. It could be a mere coincidence that he is also an Ameri-
can which may perhaps have enabled him to understand the psyche 
of fellow-Americans - Trump and Vice President JD Vance - and stand 
up to their warmongering.

The Pope did not attach any importance to the disparaging and 
uncalled for remarks of Trump and Vance on his criticism of the war 
and went on iterating his anti-war stance, when a war is not in self-de-
fence, but a brazen exhibition of brute force without any cause. It is 
good that US bishops rallied behind him for denouncing these leaders 
who invoke religion to justify war. This could indicate the bishops, 
who remain in constant touch with common citizens through church 
activities, have realized where the US public sentiment lies. That may 
have given them the courage to openly support the Pope. This is also 
a strong indication the MAGA movement that catapulted Trump to 
power the second time, has started petering out. With most known 
MAGA faces falling out with Trump on the war issue, the future for 
the Republican Party may not be as unassailable as it had seemed a 
few months earlier.

That the Pope is not bothered by the attacks on him by Trump and 
his lieutenants became amply clear when he said again, during his 
recent trip to Africa, that the world is being “ravaged by a handful of 
tyrants” who spend billions on war. The comments are likely to esca-
late further Leo’s almost week-long feud with the White House over the 
US-Israel war on Iran. He expressed his opinion without mentioning 
Trump’s name in Cameroon on 16 April. His comments came as US 
bishops offered their vociferous support to him after he had been under 
fi re from Trump for speaking out against the Iran war.

It is a cliché to speak about how billions of dollars are spent on 
arms while millions of people in the world die of starvation and 
suffer from malnutrition and lack of education for want of money. 
The Pope showed exemplary courage to articulate the fact in the 
most powerful and passionate words. “Woe to those who manipulate 
religion and the very name of God for their own military, economic 
and political gain, dragging that which is sacred into darkness 
and filth,” Leo told a gathering at Saint Joseph Cathedral in the 
western city of Bamenda.

He did not stop at that and went on to say that these leaders turn 
a blind eye to the fact that billions of dollars are spent on killing and 
devastation, even when the resources needed for healing, education 
and restoration are nowhere to be found. He made it clear to report-
ers earlier on a plane to Algeria at the start of his trip that he did not 
fear Trump.

This calls for courage to take on the most powerful, arrogant 
and narcissistic political leader of the world presently. Trump had 
even the gumption to post an image on his Truth Social platform 
depicting himself being embraced by Jesus with the US flag as 
a backdrop. This was days after a backlash from supporters – 
including many on the religious right – forced him to delete an 
AI-generated image portraying the robed President as a Christ-
like healer of the sick.

The Pope explained that he does not see his role as that of a 
politician and as such he does not want to enter into a debate 
with Trump. In the same breath he made his intent clear that 
he will continue to speak strongly against war, seeking to pro-
mote peace, dialogue and multilateralism among states to find 
solutions to problems. The world needs such a sobering, spirited 
and intrepid voice to bring leaders, drunk with power, back to 
their senses.
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 Spirited Pope
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An immigrant’s dilemma of identity

Gerrymandering bid

Sir, The defeat of the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
which linked women’s reservation to a new delimitation exercise in 
the Lok Sabha, is a tight slap on the face of the government, which 
desperately and disdainfully tried to push the bill with a sinister 
motive to undermine the political representation from southern 
states. This marks the fi rst time in 12 years that a Constitutional 
Amendment proposed by the government failed in Parliament, high-
lighting intense opposition to the proposed redrawing of electoral 
maps. The failure of the bill means the proposed, controversial 
delimitation exercise is well and soundly thwarted by the Opposi-
tion, representing a major hurdle for the government’s efforts to 
revamp India’s constitutional structure. The bill, under the guise of 
‘women’s reservation’, was an attempt at gerrymandering in favour 
of the BJP ahead of the 2029 elections. True women's empowerment 
rests on social justice, which cannot be achieved without fair rep-
resentation for all sections of society. The rejection of this Bill is 
a decisive stand against legislation that undermines the federal 
structure of India and weakens the foundations of social justice 
enshrined in our Constitution. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar, CHENNAI

Timidity is a form of vani-
ty. When you are timid, it 

means that you attach more 
importance to the opinions 
others have of you than to 
the sincerity of your actions.

 THE MOTHER

AN OIL BUYERS’ CLUB
ENERGY CRISIS

N ew Zealand is one 
country you never 
hear any controversy 

about. It is a world of its own. 
It is an English-speaking coun-
try where many Indians have 
immigrated to. A son of my 
friend also immigrated to New 
Zealand after doing a course in 
Hospitality from India. It is one 
of the most peaceful places on 
the Earth. It is a well-off coun-
try, known for quality of life 
for its citizens. New Zealand 
is never embroiled in any 
geopolitical disputes, nor in 
domestic political acrimony. 
New Zealand is a sort of Utopia. 

With the kind of image that 
is embedded in my mind in 
respect of New Zealand, it felt 
odd to read a negative news 
story about New Zealand. 
An acquaintance had post-
ed the link to the news item 
from the portal of a leading 
newspaper in our WhatsApp 
group. The headline of the 
news story read – “Kill all 
Indians: Hate graffiti outside 
Auckland school sparks out-
rage, police probe.” Further, 

the opening sentence of the 
story was: “Racist graffiti 
reading ‘Kill All Indians’ 
was spray-painted in red on 
a footpath outside Papatoe-
toe Central School in South 
Auckland, New Zealand, 
on 11 April, prompting out-
rage, swift removal, and a 
police investigation.” The 
story further wrote: “The 
message, reported by locals, 
was removed shortly after 
by the Beautification Trust. 
New Zealand Police said they 
are treating the incident as 
a hate-motivated crime and 
have launched an inquiry.”

Reading the above story 
emanating from New Zealand 
was particularly not in tune 
with the image of the country. 
However, the prompt removal 
of the graffi ti and launching of 
inquiry by the police was re-
deeming.

As mentioned in the begin-
ning, a son of my friend is now 
a citizen of New Zealand. The 
son’s wife and their child all 
are citizens of New Zealand. 
Whenever my friend visited 

New Zealand to meet their 
son, he heaped lavish praise 
on that country after coming 
back to India. The environ-
ment is so clean there as com-
pared to the pollution he copes 
with back home. 

In this context, I am re-
minded of a conversation that 
I broached with my friend 
on the eve of the fi nal match, 
between India and New Zea-
land, of the last ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup. The match 
took place on 8 March at 
Ahmedabad. Both the father 
and son are avid cricket fans. 
They did not miss any of the 
World Cup matches, especial-
ly where India was playing. It 
was the fi nal between India 
and New Zealand. The ques-
tion that I asked my friend 
was: “Which side – India or 
New Zealand – does your son, 
who is now New Zealand cit-
izen, root for while watching 
the game?” My friend was 
taken aback by my simple 
question. He merely grinned 
sheepishly without commit-
ting to an unambiguous an-

swer. I could not fathom as 
to why he was ambivalent 
in giving reply to my innoc-
uous question. People of In-
dian ethnicity are settled all 
over the globe, especially in 
English-speaking countries. 
They would be facing this di-
lemma off and on.

It will be pertinent to cite 
here what JD Vance, Vice 
President of USA, remarked as 
recently as 15 April. At a Turn-
ing Point USA event in Geor-
gia, Vance said immigrants 
who become US citizens must 
think of themselves as Amer-
ican fi rst. He told students: 
“When you become an Ameri-
can Citizen…you have to think 
about the best interest of the 
country, and not the country 
you came from beforehand…
You have got to think of your-
self as an American.”

The country of your birth is 
not your choice but a matter 
of chance, but the country one 
immigrates to is a choice.

The writer is a 

retired banker.

A multilateral oil buyers’ club is precisely the 
kind of bold initiative that countries need 

to weather the current crisis—and that the 
world needs to strengthen preparedness for 

future shocks 

ALREADY, 
COUNTRIES 

IN ASIA AND 
AFRICA ARE 

FACING ENERGY 
SHORTAGES, 
WHICH WILL 

ONLY WORSEN

Isabella M. Weber 
& Gregor Semieniuk

THE COUNTRY 
OF YOUR BIRTH 

IS NOT YOUR 
CHOICE BUT 

A MATTER OF 
CHANCE, BUT THE 

COUNTRY ONE 
IMMIGRATES TO 

IS A CHOICE

Chander Gupta

WISDOM CORNER

How absurd men are! They never use the liberties they have, 
they demand those they do not have. They have freedom of 
thought, they demand freedom of speech.  
 SOREN KIERKEGAARD

You can hold yourself back from the sufferings of the world, 
that is something you are free to do and it accords with your 
nature, but perhaps this very holding back is the one suffer-
ing you could avoid. 
 FRANZ KAFKA

Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having more. 
If you concentrate on what you don't have, you will never, 
ever have enough.
 OPRAH WINFREY

 

1509: Henry VIII is crowned King of England. In popular 
culture, the monarch is known mainly for his six marriages, 
two of which ended with the wife's execution.

1526: Babur, a Central Asian prince, defeated the Delhi 
sultanate ruler Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of Panipat 
and laid the foundations of the Mughal Empire in the Indian 
subcontinent.

1830: James Starley, an inventor and the father of the bicycle 
industry, was born in England.

1836: General Sam Houston led 800 Texans to victory over a 
Mexican army of 1,500 under General Antonio López de Santa 
Anna in the Battle of San Jacinto, ensuring Texas's indepen-
dence from Mexico.

1966: The Ethiopian emperor Haile Selassie I, believed to 
be the Second Coming of Christ by many Rastas, arrived in 
Jamaica for a visit—an event since celebrated annually in 
Rastafari as Grounation Day.

Growing gun crisis

Sir, The killing of 8 children in recent US mass shoot-
ings is not just another headline. It is a damning in-
dictment of political paralysis. Classrooms, parks, and 
homes have become sites of trauma because access 
to fi rearms remains alarmingly easy. Each death re-
fl ects systemic failure: background check loopholes, 
assault style weapons in civilian hands, and a culture 
that treats guns as identity markers rather than lethal 
tools. Thoughts and prayers cannot shield a fi rst grader 
from bullets. What is needed is legislation with teeth. 
Universal background checks, red fl ag laws, safe stor-
age mandates, and a ban on high capacity magazines 
are basic steps supported by a majority of Americans. 
Yet lobby infl uence and partisan gridlock stall action. 
The cost of inaction is measured in small coffi ns and 
shattered families. Until lawmakers value children’s 
lives over campaign donations, these tragedies will re-
main a uniquely American crisis. Grief without policy 
change is complicity.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

 FOCUS
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New Delhi, April 20: Around 
18% of the candidates in fray in 
the Tamil Nadu Assembly elec-
tions have declared criminal 
cases against themselves, while 
25% have assets worth more 
than Rs 1 crore, a report by the 
Association for Democratic Re-
forms (ADR) said Monday.

According to the report, out of 
the 3,992 candidates analysed, 722 
(18%) candidates have declared 
criminal cases against them-
selves. Of these, 404 (10%) have 
declared serious criminal cases.

In the 2021 Assembly elec-
tions, out of 3,559 candidates 
analysed, 466 (13%) had de-
clared criminal cases against 
themselves, and 207 (6%) had 
declared serious criminal cases 
against themselves.

Among the major parties, 
118 (69%) out of 170 candidates 
analysed from the AIADMK, 
92 (40%) out of 231 candidates 
from the Tamilaga Vettri Ka-
zhagam, 70 (40%) out of 175 
candidates analysed from the 
DMK, 16 (48%) out of 33 from 
the BJP, 14 (50%) out of 28 can-
didates analysed from the INC, 
nine (50%) out of 18 candidates 
analysed from the Pattali Mak-
kal Katchi, fi ve (50%) out of 10 
candidates analysed from the 

Desiya Murpokku Dravida 
Kazhagam, three (60%) out of 
fi ve candidates analysed from 
the CPI and four (80%) out of 
fi ve candidates analysed from 
the CPI(M) have declared crimi-
nal cases against themselves in 
their affi davits.

At the same time, 60 (35%) 
out of 170 candidates analysed 
from the AIADMK, 43 (19%) 
out of 231 candidates analysed 
from the TVK, 32 (18%) out of 
175 candidates analysed from 
the DMK, nine (27%) out of 
33 candidates analysed from 
the BJP, five (18%) out of 28 
candidates analysed from the 
INC, six (33%) out of 18 candi-
dates analysed from the PMK, 
one (10%) out of 10 candidates 
analysed from the DMDK and 
one (20%) out of five candi-
dates analysed from the CPI 
have declared serious crimi-
nal cases against themselves 
in their affidavits.

Out of the candidates anal-
ysed, 981 (25%) are crorepatis, 
while 22 (0.55%) are billion-
aires, meaning they have assets 
worth Rs 100 crore.

Among the major parties, 
two (7%) out of 28 candidates 
analysed from the INC, seven 
(4%) out of 175 candidates anal-
ysed from the DMK, three (2%) 
out of 170 candidates analysed 

from the AIADMK, one (6%) 
out of 18 candidates analysed 
from the PMK, one (9%) out of 
11 candidates analysed from 
the Amma Makkal Munnettra 
Kazagam and eight (3%) 
out of 231 candidates 
analysed from the 
TVK have declared 
assets valued more 
than Rs 100 crore.

Meanwhile, 27 
(96%) out of 28 
candidates anal-
ysed from the INC, 
170 (97%) out of 175 
candidates analysed 
from the DMK, 160 (94%) out 
of 170 candidates analysed from 
the AIADMK, 31 (94%) out of 33 
candidates analysed from the 
BJP, 16 (89%) out of 18 candi-
dates analysed from the PMK, 
10 out of 10 candidates analysed 
from the DMDK, 156 (68%) out 
of 231 candidates analysed from 
the TVK and three (60%) out of 
fi ve candidates analysed from 
the CPI have declared assets 
valued more than Rs 1 crore.

The average of assets per can-
didate contesting in the Tamil 
Nadu Assembly Elections 2026 
is Rs 5.17 crore, while in 2021, 
it was Rs 1.72 crore.

At least four candidates – 
Mohan Kumar M (All India Ja-
nanayaka Makkal Kazhagam), 
and Indpendent candidates T 
Selvaraj, Gunasekaran P and 
A Jegan Salamondoss – have 
declared zero assets.

The report also said 1,711 
(43%) candidates have declared 
their educational qualifi cation 
to be between the 5th and 12th 
standard while 1,822 (46%) can-
didates have declared having 
an educational qualifi cation of 
graduate or above, 301 candi-
dates are diploma holders, 95 
candidates are illiterate and 
56 candidates are just literate.

Only 442 (11%) of the candi-
dates are women.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Chennai, April 20: The stage 
is set for the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly elections, scheduled 
for April 23, with a total of 4,023 
candidates contesting across all 
234 constituencies. 

The electoral battle has 
shaped into a multi-cornered 
contest, with key players 

including the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 

(DMK), the All In-
dia Anna Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhag-
am (AIADMK), 
Naam Tamilar 
Katchi (NTK), and 
the Tamil Manila 

Congress (TMC), 
among others.

According to offi cial 
data, over 5.73 crore voters 

-- precisely 5,73,43,291 -- are 
eligible to exercise their fran-
chise in this election. In a bid to 
boost voter turnout and strive 
towards 100 per cent polling, 
the Election Commission has 

launched extensive awareness 
campaigns across the state.

With just days left for polling, 
political activity has inten-
sifi ed, with top leaders criss-
crossing the state to campaign 
for their respective parties and 
candidates.

Chief Minister MK Stalin of 
the DMK, AIADMK General Sec-
retary Edappadi K Palaniswami, 
NTK Chief Coordinator Seeman, 
and TVK leader Vijay are among 

the prominent fi gures leading 
aggressive campaign efforts. 
The high-voltage campaign is 
set to conclude at 5pm April 
21, marking the end of public 
canvassing. Leaders have lined 
up their fi nal campaign events 
across key constituencies.

Stalin is expected to wrap up 
his campaign in the Kolathur 
constituency, while Palaniswa-
mi will conclude his outreach 
in Edappadi in Salem district.

Vijay, who has drawn consid-
erable attention in this election, 
will end his campaign in Chen-
nai’s Nandanam area.

Following the close of cam-
paigning, the Election Commis-
sion will shift focus to polling 
preparedness. A total of 75,064 
polling booths are being set up 
across the state to facilitate 
smooth voting. The process of 
dispatching Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) to these poll-
ing stations has already com-
menced under tight security 
arrangements. Additionally, 
the distribution of booth slips 
to voters has begun, with des-
ignated election staff carrying 
out door-to-door delivery to 
ensure voters are informed 
about their respective polling 
stations and details.

With administrative ar-
rangements in full swing and 
campaign momentum peaking, 
Tamil Nadu is gearing up for 
a crucial electoral contest that 
will shape the state’s political 
landscape for the next fi ve years.

Campaigning ends today; 4,023 candidates in fray18% candidates have criminal
cases, 25% are crorepatis: ADR

Tamil Nadu
Assembly 

polls

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Imphal, April 20: Normal 
life in both the Imphal valley 
and Naga-inhabited hill areas 
of Manipur has been severely 
disrupted as shutdowns called 
by different organisations con-
tinued Monday. Meanwhile, po-
lice arrested 21 people for their 
alleged involvement in violence 
during a rally in Imphal West 
district two days ago.

The shutdown in Imphal 
valley -- covering fi ve to six dis-
tricts -- was called by Meira Pai-
bis (women torchbearers), one 
of the most infl uential women’s 
bodies, along with various Civil 
Society Organisations (CSOs).

The protest is against the 
killing of two minor children 
and the injury to their moth-
er, allegedly by suspected 
Kuki militants, in Bishnupur 
district April 7. The shutdown, 
which came into effect from 
midnight Saturday, has led to 
a near-complete halt in daily 
life across the valley.

Members of the Meira Paibis 
and groups of women protesters 
were seen at several locations 
blocking roads and restricting 
vehicular movement.

According to police, passen-
ger and commercial vehicles 
remained off the roads, while 
shops, business establishments, 
and roadside vendors stayed 

shut, contributing to wide-
spread disruption.

In the hill regions, the United 
Naga Council (UNC), the apex 
body of the Naga community in 
Manipur, has separately called a 
three-day total shutdown across 
all Naga-inhabited areas of the 
state from midnight Sunday.

The UNC announced the 
shutdown to protest the killing 
of two Naga civilians, including 
a retired Indian Army person-
nel, in Ukhrul district April 18, 
allegedly by suspected Kuki 
militants.

In a statement, the UNC 
said that, in view of the “out-
rageous aggression over their 

homeland and the cold-blooded 
killing of two Naga civilians,” 
it convened a joint emergency 
meeting with various organisa-
tions Sunday at Tahamzam in 
Senapati district.

The statement added that the 
total shutdown would continue 
from midnight Sunday until 
midnight of April 23 across all 
Naga areas, both as a mark of 
mourning and as a collective 
expression of condemnation.

During this period, all pub-
lic and private institutions, 
business establishments, and 
vehicular movement will re-
main suspended, except for 
emergency services.

The UNC also announced 
that a candlelight vigil would 
be held on the evening of April 
23 in all Naga-inhabited district 
headquarters, as well as in 
Imphal, to honour the deceased 
and reaffi rm a commitment to 
peace with dignity.

Manipur Home Minister 
Konthoujam Govindas Singh 
Sunday appealed to CSOs and 
the public to reconsider and 
withdraw the shutdowns in 
the interest of public welfare 
and the normal functioning of 
the state.

Meanwhile, police said that at 
least 21 people were arrested for 
their alleged involvement in vi-
olence during a rally in Imphal 
West district two days ago.

According to a police state-
ment, a torch rally was carried 
out April 18 along the Imphal–
Jiribam road, organised by 
various CSOs from Patsoi to 
Sagolband.

During the rally, the mob 
reportedly turned violent, re-
sorting to stone-pelting, hurl-
ing petrol bombs, and using 
catapults and boulders against 
police personnel, resulting in 
multiple injuries.

Offi cial vehicles of security 
forces were vandalised, and 
three personnel of the 232 Bat-
talion of the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) sustained 
grievous injuries. Police 

said the mob was eventually 
dispersed and the situation 
brought under control.

In another development, the 
Coordinating Committee on 
Manipur Integrity (COCOMI), 
an apex body of the Meitei 
community, accused security 
forces of using excessive force 
against protesters and sharply 
criticised Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh over 
what it described as a failure to 
contain the escalating violence 
in the state.

COCOMI spokesperson Shan-
ta Nahakpam said that recent 
incidents, including the kill-
ing of two minors earlier this 
month and subsequent civilian 
deaths in fresh attacks, have 
triggered widespread public 
anger and sustained agitation 
across the Imphal valley.

He added that despite the de-
teriorating situation, the Chief 
Minister has continued district 
visits projecting progress in the 
peace process, a claim the or-
ganisation has rejected.

Meanwhile, the Chief Min-
ister has announced that the 
state government will hand 
over both the April 18 Ukhrul 
district shooting incident and 
the April 7 deadly bomb attack 
in Bishnupur district to the 
National Investigation Agency 
(NIA) for a thorough and com-
prehensive probe.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Imphal, April 20: The Council 
of Higher Secondary Education, 
Manipur Monday declared the 
results of the Class XII exam-
ination, which recorded a 92.23 
pass percentage, offi cials said.

Of the 31,259 students who 
appeared in the examination, 
28,829 have successfully passed, 
achieving an impressive over-
all pass percentage of 92.23 per 
cent, they said.

The Science stream recorded 
93.28 pass percentage, followed 
by Arts at 89.87%, and Com-
merce at 82.57%, they said.

The exams were held from 
February 17 to March 20 this 
year. Takhellambam Kalpana 
Devi and Yohen Longjam se-
cured the top position in Science 
stream by scoring 490 marks.

In the Arts stream, Sarangth-
em Ayingbi Chanu secured the 
top position with 470 marks, 
while Thoihenba Thongam 
secured the top position in the 
Commerce stream with 454 
marks. Chief Minister Y Khem-
chand Singh expressed happi-
ness over the performance of 
the girl students in the exam.

In a post on X, he said, “It 
is a proud and exemplary mo-
ment for Nari Shakti as our girl 
students have excelled in the 
higher secondary examination 
results declared today, shining 
across Science, Arts, and Com-
merce streams with an impres-
sive overall pass percentage of 
92.23%.”

Notably, girls have secured 
positions among the top ten 
rank holders in all streams, 
reflecting their dedication, 
resilience, and academic ex-
cellence, he said.

Extending heartiest congratu-
lations to all the students for their 
remarkable achievement, Singh 
also gave his best wishes to each 
one of the students for their con-
tinued success, bright futures, 
and fulfi lling careers ahead.

92.23% students pass 
Class XII state board 
exams in Manipur

AGENCIES

Chennai, April 20: Federal 
Express Corporation (FedEx) 
and the IIT-Madras have suc-
cessfully completed India’s fi rst 
intra-city drone delivery fl ight 
trials in Bangalore.

Conducted under the re-
search framework of the FedEx 
SMART Centre at IIT Madras, 
this milestone underscores 
a commitment to advancing 
next-generation, technology-en-
abled supply chains.

The trials validated a mid-
mile aerial logistics service 
connecting Electronic City 
Phase II with the vicinity of 
Bangalore International Air-
port. By utilising aerial corri-
dors, the initiative successfully 
reduced a typical 60-minute, 53 
km road journey to a 39-42 km 
fl ight, completing the transit in 
approximately 21 minutes.

The fl ight path involved co-
ordinated navigation through 
Airport Yellow and Red Zones, 
with all necessary permissions 
granted by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation.

The trials mark a signifi cant 
milestone in the evolution of 
urban logistics and reinforce 
FedEx’s commitment to ad-
vancing next-generation, tech-
nology-enabled supply chains 

in India.
The trials validated a mid-

mile aerial logistics service 
connecting Electronic City 
Phase II with a site near Ban-
galore International Airport 

Limited and this initiative test-
ed high-speed drone operations 
in complex urban airspace and 
assessed their potential to en-
hance network effi ciency and 
reduce reliance on congested 

road infrastructure. The trials 
form part of FedEx’s broader ef-
forts globally to explore innova-
tive, safe, and scalable logistics 
solutions for the future.

Technical operations were 
executed at an altitude of 120 
metres, featuring safety pro-
tocols including autonomous 
fl ight termination, return-to-
home capabilities, and anti-col-
lision lighting. The fl ights were 
conducted in coordination with 
the Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation.

“This milestone refl ects the 
FedEx SMART Centre’s re-
search agenda across air cargo 
optimisation and sustainable 
supply chain ecosystems,” said 
Nitin Navneet Tatiwala, vice 
president of marketing, custom-
er experience, and air network, 

Middle East, Indian Subconti-
nent, and Africa (MEISA), Fe-
dEx. Prof. Satyanarayanan R. 
Chakravarthy of IIT Madras 
added that integrating aerial 
robotics marks a leap in creat-
ing progressive, high-impact 
logistics solutions.

Highlighting its long-term 
impact for Indian Logistics, 
Prof. Arshinder Kaur, profes-
sor in-charge, FedEx SMART 
Centre added, “The high-speed 
drone-delivery trials are a 
strong demonstration of the 
centre’s commitment to driv-
ing innovation across modern 
supply chains and accelerating 
cutting-edge technologies.”

The project was implement-
ed in partnership with Amber 
Wings, an IIT Madras-incubat-
ed deep-tech start-up.

INDIA’S FIRST INTRA-CITY DRONE DELIVERY TRIALS SUCCESSFUL
The FedEx and 

IIT-Madras-led trials 
mark a signifi cant 

milestone in the evolution 
of urban logistics

Manipur shutdowns hit life in both valley, hills

Women take out a Meira rally from Koirengei area to press their demands, 
in Imphal East district, Manipur, Sunday
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Tirunelveli (TN), April 20: 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
Monday alleged that the BJP 
threatened and frightened the 
minorities in the country and 
set the state of Manipur on fi re, 
as he assured that his party will 
not allow the spread of hatred.

While crediting the AIADMK 
for its contribution to Tamil 
Nadu, he, however, claimed 
that it was no longer that kind 
of a party now and had become 
a hollow shell.

Addressing an election rally 
here, the Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha said that he 
went on the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
and the idea being put forward 
by him and his party was a 
united and harmonious India. 
“What was being witnessed is 
a clash of two different visions 
of India,” he said.

“We say that each state 
should run itself and they say 
all states should be subservient 
to one political organisation 
called RSS. Now, in this elec-
tion they are trying to infi ltrate 
Tamil Nadu. The AIADMK has 
had a great historical tradition. 
Like the Congress and the DMK, 
the AIADMK also had shown 

the way forward. It had in the 
past great leaders who protected 
the idea of Tamil Nadu. But the 
AIADMK of today is no longer 
that old party. Today it is a hol-
low shell as leaders of AIADMK 
are compromised,” he said.

“Their corruption has 
trapped them and they can do 
nothing against the wishes of 
the BJP. So, they have been 
used by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home minister 
Amit Shah to take over the state 
of Tamil Nadu,” he charged.

“They cannot directly say 
what they want to do. So they 
have made AIADMK a partner 
to attack you your language, 
culture, tradition and history,” 
Gandhi alleged.

Further, he said that the 
main, most important aspect 
of this election was all about 
stopping the RSS-BJP from en-
tering Tamil Nadu.

BJP ‘set Manipur on fi re’, alleges Rahul

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chennai, April 20: Tamil 
Nadu Deputy Chief Minister 
Udhayanidhi Stalin Monday 
urged the people to defeat the 
‘slave’ alliance and ensure a re-
sounding win for the DMK-led 
SPA in the April 23 Assembly 
elections.

Addressing a poll campaign 
at Thiruvottiyur here in sup-
port of CPI(M) candidate L 
Sundararaj, he said the people 
should respond to the alleged 
betrayal of the BJP government 
at the Centre for causing a fi -
nancial crisis in Tamil Nadu.

Ensure the defeat of the slave 
alliance in Tamil Nadu. April 
23 is the time to give a fi tting 
reply to the BJP government, 

he urged the people, apparent-
ly referring to the AIADMK’s 
alliance with the BJP as slave 
alliance.

Udhayanidhi, who is also 
DMK youth wing secretary, 
claimed that the DMK gov-
ernment under Chief Minister 
MK Stalin had ensured de-
velopment across all sectors 
throughout the state in spite of 
the fi scal hardship imposed by 
the Centre.

The Thiruvottiyur Assem-
bly constituency was won by 
the DMK, which is leading the 
Secular Progressive Alliance, 
in the previous Assembly 
election, but was given to the 
CPI(M) during the seat-sharing 
deal between the two parties.

At the rally, Udhayanidhi 
said with 48 hours left for the 
election campaign to conclude, 
the party members should fur-
ther intensify their campaign 
and explain to the people why 
the SPA should come to power 
again.

He also urged the party mem-
bers to highlight the DMK gov-
ernment’s achievements to the 
people and promises on social 
welfare and state development.

Elections to 234 Assembly 
seats in Tamil Nadu will be 
held April 23 and the results 
will be declared May 4.

Udhayanidhi: Defeat 
‘slave’ alliance, retort
to BJP’s TN betrayal



There is no 
clear answer 
about the 

restoration of 
statehood in 
Jammu and 
Kashmir. They 
(BJP) say – ‘at the right time’. 
What does ‘the right time’ 
mean? I keep asking them -- 
tell us clearly. If you say it is 
your promise, if you have given 
your word, does your word 
have no value?

OMAR ABDULLAH |  J&K CM

I am telling 
you, what 
Modi Ji has 

done for women, 
33 per cent 
(quota), that is 
one of the  most 
progressive decisions for the 
country. What Congress, DMK 
and other political parties have 
done was an injustice to the 
women. Every woman has to 
discuss, debate

N CHANDRABABU NAIDU  | ANDHRA CM
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HEATWAVE IN NW, CENTRAL
& EAST FOR 4–5 DAYS: IMD
Heatwave conditions are very 
likely to prevail over isolated 
pockets of northwest, central 
and the adjoining parts of east 
India for the next four to fi ve 
days, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) said Monday

The BJP spreads hatred anger 
and violence across the country. 

They concentrate power in the hands of 
a few big business people. They build an 
unequal India. They threaten and frighten 
our brothers and sisters from the minori-
ties. Our Christian, Muslim, Sikh brothers 
and sisters are made to feel scared all the 
time. The state of Manipur was set on fi re 
by the BJP
RAHUL GANDHI   | CONG LEADER

Ensure the 
defeat of 
the ‘slave’ 

alliance in Tamil 
Nadu. April 23 is 
the time to give 
a fi tting reply to 
the BJP government

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN  |  TN DY CM

Mentally challenged 
teen raped by father
Nagpur: A 19-year-old mentally 
challenged woman from 
Maharashtra’s Nagpur city was 
raped allegedly by her father 
and an acquaintance, police 
said Monday. The Wathoda 
police have registered a case 
against both accused, one 
of whom was apprehended 
Sunday, an offi cial said. 

Empty local train 
coach derails
Mumbai: An empty local train 
coach derailed near Dombivli 
station in Maharashtra’s Thane 
district  Monday morning, 
offi cials said, as services on 
Mumbai’s busy suburban 
network were affected and 
caused hardship to commuters 
during rush hour. No person 
was injured as the local train 
was empty at the time of 
the derailment, a Central 
Railway (CR) spokesperson 
said. Commuters complained 
that services on the Central 
Railway’s main line, which 
connects Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) 
in south Mumbai with 
neighbouring Thane and 
Raigad districts, were running 
late by 20 to 30 minutes.

CBI arrests 2 RCOM 
senior offi cials
New Delhi: The CBI Monday 
said it has arrested two 
senior executives of Reliance 
Communications (RCOM), a 
company of the Anil Ambani 
group, in an alleged bank fraud 
case, the agency said Monday.  
The federal agency will seek 
their remand before a court.  
The investigation pertains to 
RCOM, Anil Ambani and others, 
registered based on a complaint 
fi led by the State Bank of India 
(SBI), with allegations that the 
bank sanctioned credit facilities 
to the company but due to the 
accused borrowers’ “fraudulent" 
activities, the lender suffered 
a wrongful loss of around Rs 
2,929.05 crore.

3 cops injured in 
BJP-CPI(M) clash 
Thiruvananthapuram: Three 
policemen have been injured 
following a clash between 
BJP and CPI(M) workers over 
a property dispute between 
two relatives here, offi cials 
said Monday. Vattiyoorkavu 
Police Station registered a 
case against 94 BJP and CPI(M) 
workers in connection with the 
clash at Malamukal in Nettayam 
Sunday night. According to 
the FIR, the injured policemen 
are Civil Police Offi cers Deepu 
and Shibu, and the Station 
House Offi cer, Vipin AC, of 
Vattiyoorkavu police station.

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bangalore, April 20: A Fly91 
fl ight from Hyderabad to Hub-
balli Sunday was diverted 
to Bangalore due to adverse 
weather conditions, with air-
port offi cials maintaining that 
all passengers were safe.

The incident caused panic 
among the passengers as the 
aircraft remained airborne 
for three-and-half hours, even 
as offi cials and the airline 
maintained this was standard 
protocol.

Some of the scared passen-
gers were in tears and started 
praying for their safety. Sourc-
es said there were 22 passen-
gers on board. The aircraft-ATR 
72-600, which departed from 
Hyderabad at around 3 pm, was 

scheduled to land in Hubballi 
90 minutes later, but couldn't 
due to unfavourable weather, 
sources said.

Due to the bad weather, the 
fl ight was diverted to Benga-
luru, an airport offi cial said, 
adding that such diversions 
are standard safety measures.

According to the offi cial, the 
aircraft hovered over Hubbal-
li, located about 400 km from 
here, for about an hour in an-
ticipation of improvement in 
weather conditions before be-
ing diverted.

“This is general practice. Air-
crafts circle in the air for some 
time waiting for the weather to 
improve. It is the pilot’s deci-
sion,” he said.

The fl ight landed in Ban-
galore at around 6.30 pm and 

was fl own back to Hubballi at 
about 11 pm after the situation 
improved, the offi cial added.

Offi cials also pointed to sim-
ilar disruptions in the region, 
noting that a Mumbai-Kolhapur 
service was diverted to Goa due 
to weather conditions.

All passengers were safe. 

There is no issue, the offi cial 
said. In a statement, FLY91 
said the fl ight encountered 
bad weather upon nearing its 
destination due to which it was 
diverted to Bangalore as per 
standard protocol.

The fl ight subsequently re-
turned to Hubballi and back to 

its home base in Hyderabad, the 
statement added.

Fly91 said there was zero 

compromise to safety. Holding 
the aircraft over Hubballi and 
diverting to Bengaluru was 
part of the standard operating 
procedure. This is among the 
"best practices" adopted by the 
industry.

"FLY91 has a highly skilled 
team of pilots, cabin crew and 
ground staff which are trained 
to manage any situation which 
may come up. The regional air-
line has an impeccable safety 
record," it added.

The airlines said the aircraft 
did not develop any technical 
snag as reported in a section of 
the media.

"Information in some news 
reports pointing to a technical 
issue faced by the aircraft is 
false and baseless," the state-
ment read.

Tears, prayers mid-air as Fly91 fl ight diverted to B’lore
Fly91 fl ight from Hyderabad to 
Hubballi diverted to Bengaluru 
due to adverse weather.

Passengers experienced 
anxiety during the three-and-
a-half-hour airborne delay.

The airline confi rms the 
diversion was standard 
protocol and safety was 
prioritised.

Fly91 denies reports of any 
technical issues with the 
aircraft.

Similar fl ight disruptions 
occurred in the region due 
to unfavourable weather 
conditions. 
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Jammu, April 20: At least 21 
people were killed and 51 in-
jured Monday when an over-
crowded passenger bus plunged 
nearly 100 metres down a hill-
side in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Udhampur district, crushing 
an auto-rickshaw before land-
ing upside down on the road 
below, offi cials said.

An Army convoy passing 
along the hilly stretch led the 
rescue operations after the 
driver of the private bus lost 
control of the vehicle while 
negotiating a blind curve near 
the hilltop Kagort village in the 
Ramnagar area around 10 am, 
the offi cials said.

They said more than 65 pas-
sengers, including women and 
students, were on board, large-
ly daily commuters travelling 
from Ramnagar to Udhampur.

The rescue operations proved 
to be extremely challenging as 
the bus was reduced to a man-
gled heap of iron, with its top 
portion almost completely torn 
off. President Droupadi Murmu 
and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi condoled the loss of lives 
in the accident. Modi also an-
nounced an ex-gratia of Rs 2 
lakh each for the families of 
those killed and Rs 50,000 for 
those injured. Jammu and Kash-
mir Lieutenant Governor (LG) 

Manoj Sinha and Chief Min-
ister Omar Abdullah assured 
the families of the deceased 
and those injured of all possi-
ble assistance. Abdullah also 
announced an ex-gratia of Rs 2 
lakh each for the next of kin of 
the deceased, Rs 1 lakh for those 
seriously injured and Rs 25,000 
for those who sustained minor 
injuries in the accident.

“A bus en route from Ramna-
gar to Udhampur lost control 
while negotiating a hilly stretch, 
plunged down the slope and 
crushed an auto-rickshaw up-
on landing upside down on the 
road below. Fifteen passengers 
were found dead at the scene, 
while four later succumbed to 
their injuries in a hospital,” 
Deputy Inspector General of 
Police, Udhampur-Reasi Range, 
Shiv Kumar Sharma told report-
ers at the site.

The offi cials said two more 

critically-injured persons suc-
cumbed to their injuries at the 
Udhampur District Hospital 
during treatment, raising the 
death toll to 21.

Among those killed were Tilo 
Ram, Prem Nath, Kartar Chand, 
Som Raj, Ram Chand, Gita Devi, 
Romal Singh, Sharda Devi, Sun-
ny, Vishali Devi, Pushap Raj, 
Ramolo Ram, Gulabo Devi, 
Jalam Singh, Kesar Singh, Kan-
ta Devi and Anita Devi -- all res-
idents of Ramnagar.

Sharma said the locals ex-
tended signifi cant help during 
the rescue operations. Police 
teams, including the senior 
superintendent of police, the 
station house offi cer (SHO) of 
Ramnagar and other offi cers, 
visited the spot. The vehicle 
was later straightened using a 
hydraulic crane, the DIG said.

An Army soldier, who was 
leading a convoy from Udham-
pur to Ramnagar, said they 
swung into action immediately 
after noticing the civilian vehi-
cle rolling down the hill.

The chief minister extended 
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved families and prayed for 
the speedy recovery of the in-
jured. In a post on X, Omar Ab-
dullah said: "The government 
stands fi rmly with the victims 
and their families in this hour 
of grief, and that all necessary 
assistance is being extended."

21 dead, 51 injured as bus
rolls down hill in Udhampur

The rescue 
operations proved 
to be extremely 
challenging as the 
bus was reduced 
to a mangled heap 
of iron, with its 
top portion almost 
completely torn off
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New Delhi, April 20: The 
Supreme Court has dismissed 
activist Umar Khalid’s plea 
seeking a review of a verdict 
denying him bail, while observ-
ing that there are reasonable 
grounds to believe the allega-
tions levelled against him in 
connection with a conspiracy 
behind the 2020 Delhi riots.

A bench of Justices Aravind 
Kumar and N V Anjaria also 
rejected a plea seeking an oral 
hearing of the review petition.

“Having gone through the re-
view petition and also the docu-
ments enclosed, we do not fi nd 
any good ground and reason to 
review the judgment dated Jan-
uary 5, 2026. Accordingly, the re-
view petition is dismissed,” the 
bench said in its April 16 order.

According to the Supreme 
Court’s rules, review petitions 
are considered by judges who 
delivered a judgment or passed 
an order in chambers to rem-
edy an apparent error or a 
resultant grave injustice that 
was a consequence of an apex 
court decision. Parties seeking 
a review can request judges for 
an open-court hearing to rectify 
the grave injustice caused due 
to the decision under review.

Besides Khalid, the top court 
had, January 5, refused bail to 
Sharjeel Imam but granted it to 
fi ve others, saying all the accused 
did not stand on the same footing.

Khalid and Imam, who 
have been incarcerated since 
2020, can fi le fresh bail pleas 
after the examination of the 
protected witnesses or after a 
year from the day the order was 
passed, the court had said, as 
it rejected their contention of a 
delay in the trial. There was a 
prima-facie case against Khalid 
and Imam under the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act 
(UAPA), the top court had said, 
noting that prosecution mate-
rial suggests that they were in-
volved in the “planning, mobil-
isation and strategic direction” 
of the riots.

Top court rejects 
Khalid’s review plea 
in Delhi riots case
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New Delhi, April 20: The 
government has reviewed pre-
paredness of rural welfare and 
infrastructure programmes in 
view of the potential impact 
of the West Asia sitution on 
supply chains and prices, and 
said that MGNREGA rural em-
ployment scheme will continue 
uninterrupted with Rs 17,744 
crore being released towards 
wage payments.

In an offi cial statement, the 
Ministry of Rural Development 
said it is closely monitoring 
developments that may have 
indirect implications for rural 
livelihoods, housing construc-
tion, road development and 
watershed activities, while en-
suring continuity of benefi ts, 
timely fund fl ow and smooth ex-
ecution of schemes. The Mahat-
ma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme 
(MGNREGA) will remain fully 
operational till the proposed 
VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, comes 
into force, with no disruption in 
wage employment, it said.

West Asia confl ict: Govt 
reviews rural schemes
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Nashik, April 20: A local court 
Monday did not grant interim 
protection from arrest to Nida 
Khan, an accused in the sexual 
harassment and religious co-
ercion case at the Nashik unit 
of Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), directing the police to 
submit their response to her 
plea by April 27.

The Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) of the Nashik police, 
which is probing nine cases of 
molestation and harassment at 
the IT major’s Nashik unit, has 
launched a search for Khan in 
different parts of Maharashtra.

Khan Saturday moved the 
Nashik court seeking antic-
ipatory bail and an interim 

protection from arrest pending 
the plea hearing, citing her two-
month pregnancy. During the 
hearing Monday, her lawyer, 
Rahul Kasliwal, pressed for in-
terim relief, which would have 
given her protection from arrest 
until her main plea was decided 
by the court. Additional Sessions 
Judge K G Joshi, however, did 
not pass any order on the inter-
im prayer and directed the police 
and the complainant to fi le their 
response to Khan's plea, while 
posting the matter for April 27.

The SIT has arrested eight 
persons, including a female op-
erations manager, by registering 
nine FIRs after allegations of ex-
ploitation, attempt of forceful 
conversion, hurting religious 
sentiments, molestation and 
mental harassment of female 
employees at the TCS unit came 
to light. The Nashik police have 
formed three teams to trace 
Khan. Khan is accused of target-
ing employees in a WhatsApp 
group, pressuring them to pray 
and eat non-vegetarian food.

No interim relief for TCS 
case accused Nida Khan
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New Delhi, April 20: Delhi 
High Court judge Swarana 
Kanta Sharma Monday refused 
to recuse herself from hearing 
the liquor-policy case as she 
rejected the pleas of AAP chief 
Arvind Kejriwal and others for 
her withdrawal.

In the pronouncement that 
lasted for more than an hour, 
Justice Sharma said a litigant 

cannot be allowed to judge 
a judge without any material 
and judges cannot recuse them-
selves to satisfy a litigant's un-
founded apprehension of bias.

She added that a political 
leader cannot be allowed to 
damage an institution without 
any  basis, as a personal attack 
on a judge is an attack on the 
judiciary itself, and “a politi-
cian cannot be permitted to 
cross the boundary and sit in 
judgment over the competence 
of a judge”.

Justice Sharma concluded 
that the narrative in the pleas 
for her recusal was based on 
conjectures and “perceived in-
clinations”, and cautioned that 
the case could open the 

doors for “powerful litigants 
to attack judges” and their fam-
ilies for “forum shopping”.

“This court will stand up for 
itself and the institution.... I will 
not recuse,” the judge said, add-
ing that she would decide the 
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s (CBI) petition against the 
discharge of the accused in the 
excise-policy case without being 
affected by the recusal pleas.

“The application seeking 
recusal are, therefore, reject-
ed and in this rejection, this 
court affi rms its fi delity to 
the Constitution on behalf of 
myself and every judge who 
stands by it. Justice lies not 
in shielding under pressure, 
but in doing justice of objec-
tively,” she said.

During the day, Justice Shar-
ma, however, recused herself 
from hearing a 2025 bail plea 
of former Aam Aadmi Party 

(AAP) MLA Naresh Balyan in 
a Maharashtra Control of Or-
ganised Crime Act (MCOCA) 
case pending since 2025.

Without specifying any 
reason, she directed that the 
matter be placed before an-
other judge April 23. Kejriwal 
had raised several objections 
against Justice Sharma hear-
ing the CBI’s plea against his 
discharge in the liquor-policy 
case, including that she had 
earlier denied him relief on his 
petition challenging his arrest 
and refused to grant relief on 
the bail pleas of other accused, 
including Manish Sisodia and 
K Kavitha.

In her judgment, Justice Shar-
ma countered every contention 
raised by Kejriwal and others, 
stating that the recusal appli-
cations did not come with any 
evidence but “aspersions, insin-
uations and doubts” on her in-
tegrity and impartiality, despite 
a judicial career of 34 years.

Responding to the 
objection that the court 
passed an ex-parte interim 
order on the CBI’s petition 
on the very first day, Justice 
Sharma said such orders were 
even passed in favour of AAP 
leaders in other cases.

The judge also junked Kejri-
wal’s apprehension of bias on 
the basis of her attendance at 
events of the Akhil Bharati-
ya Adhivakta Parishad -- an 
RSS-affi liated confederation of 
lawyers -- observing that these 
are professional functions or-
ganised by lawyers that are 
attended by several judges and 
not political events.

Excise policy: HC judge 
rejects Kejriwal’s plea
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What the BJP 
has done to India 
in just 14 years, 
even the British 
couldn’t do in 
200 years.They 
looted their own 

people, Used them. Even sold them 
to their “fatherland.” Convicted 
rapists were given tickets and 
even entered the Ram Mandir. The 
economy is struggling, while Adani 
has boomed. Terrorist attacks 
have increased. Name one leader 
who has ruined his own country to 
this extent.
 @th_anonymouse
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19 INDIAN FISHERMEN 
REPATRIATED FROM SL
Sri Lanka Monday repatriated 19 
Indian fi shermen, days after the 
island nation’s navy arrested 16 
Indians for allegedly poaching in its 
territorial waters. The fi shermen 
issue is a contentious one in the 
ties between India and Sri Lanka

Railways and highways are not 
merely systems of transport; 

they are instruments of economic 
expansion, social inclusion and nation-
al integration. When a train reaches a 
remote village or a highway connects 
a distant region, it opens immense op-
portunities for socio-economic devel-
opment of such regions
DROUPADI MURMU | PRESIDENT OF INDIA

Couple kills daughter,
commits suicide 
Kurukshetra: A couple allegedly 
killed their three-year-old daughter 
before committing suicide in 
Haryana’s Kurukshetra Monday, 
police said. The bodies were found 
hanging in fi rst fl oor of their home, 
the police said, adding that a note 
was also recovered from the spot, 
in which the couple mentioned 
that they could not bear the pain 
of their child because of her health 
condition, and they were taking 
the extreme step. The deceased, 
Jatinder Kumar (30) and his wife 
Manju (28), had been in distress 
due to the health condition 
of their daughter Advika (3), 
Krishna Gate SHO Baljeet Singh 
said. Jatinder Kumar worked in 
the railways, he said.

Firecracker unit blast: 
Death toll climbs to 25
Virudhunagar (Tamil Nadu): 
With most bodies charred 
beyond recognition, identifi cation 
remains diffi cult, police said 
Monday, as the toll in the 
massive explosion at a fi reworks 
unit near Kattanarpatti here rose 
to 25. The Virudhunagar district 
administration has announced 
Rs 5.5 lakh ex gratia to the kin of 
deceased. The accident is one of 
the deadliest industrial disasters 
in the region in recent years. 
“Bodies were so badly charred 
that we were able to identify 
mostly with jewellery that the 
victims were wearing,” a police 
offi cial told PTI.

Meghalaya to hold civil 
defence drill April 24 
Shillong: The Centre has 
directed the Meghalaya 
government to conduct a 
statewide civil defence mock 
exercise, including a two-
minute blackout, April 24 to 
enhance preparedness for 
potential air raid scenarios, 
offi cials said Monday.

Nobody 
is safe, 
not wom-

en, traders, or 
farmers. Festivals 
face restrictions 
and violence. This 
refl ects the governance model of 
the current regime

YOGI ADITYANATH | UTTAR PRADESH CM

It was the 
defeat of the 
politics of 

bulldozer and a 
rushed delimita-
tion. The Bill was 
not about women’s 
reservation but one of pushing 
delimitation through deceit

JAIRAM RAMESH | CONG GENERAL SECY 

There is a 
lot of anger 
among wom-

en over the Oppo-
sition’s refusal to 
back the proposed 
amendment to the 
Women’s Reservation Bill. Women 
are angry in Bihar and elsewhere. I 
think that the opposition has end-
ed up making the job easy for the 
NDA (of which BJP is the largest 
constituent) in West Bengal

JITAN RAM MANJHI | UNION MINISTER

SHORT TAKES

A boy pours a bucket of water to beat the heat on a hot summer day, in 
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, April 20: India 
and South Korea Monday 
pledged to nearly double their 
annual trade to $50 billion by 
2030 and committed to upgrad-
ing their comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership pact within 
the next year, as Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi noted that 
both nations radiate a message 
of peace and stability amid the 
current global tension.

Following talks between Mo-
di and South Korean President 
Lee Jae Myung, the two sides 
inked 15 agreements including 
one to set up an industrial coop-
eration framework and another 
on steel supply chain to ramp 
up overall trajectory of ties.

In their meeting, the two 
leaders also agreed to boost co-
operation in energy, defence, 
critical minerals, shipbuilding, 
and semiconductors besides un-
veiling a joint strategic vision 
for the India-South Korea spe-
cial strategic partnership.

The two sides also released a 
comprehensive framework for 
partnership in shipbuilding, 
shipping and maritime logis-
tics, and came out with a joint 
statement on energy security.

Separately, a joint declara-
tion was signed on resuming 
the negotiations to upgrade 
the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement that 
came into effect in 2010. It was 
also agreed to set up a Korean 
industrial township in India as 
part of efforts to boost econom-
ic ties. New Delhi and Seoul 
also launched an ‘Economic 
Security Dialogue’ as well as a 
foreign ministerial framework 
for deliberations on climate 
change, arctic, and maritime 
cooperation.

Modi and Lee also deliberat-
ed on the West Asia crisis and 
its implications.

The two sides also vowed to 

strengthen joint efforts towards 
a peaceful, stable and inclusive 
Indo-Pacifi c, a move that came 
against the backdrop of in-
creasing Chinese assertion in 
the region.

“In this period of global ten-
sions, India and Korea together 
convey a message of peace and 
stability...Through our shared 
efforts, we will continue to con-
tribute to a peaceful, progres-
sive, and inclusive Indo-Pacif-
ic,” Modi said.

“Bilateral trade between 
India and Korea has today 
reached $27 billion. We have 
taken several important de-

cisions today to take this to 
$50 billion by 2030,” he said.

Lee, who landed in New Del-
hi Sunday on a three-day visit, 
said the upgraded bilateral eco-
nomic framework will serve as a 
“new engine for shared growth”.

The Prime Minister said the 
South Korean leader's visit to 
India has laid the foundation for 
the “next decade of success sto-
ries” between the two countries.

“With President Lee's visit, 
we are set to transform this 
trusted partnership into a 
futuristic partnership. From 
chips to ships, from talent to 
technology, and from environ-

ment to energy, we will realise 
new opportunities for coopera-
tion across all sectors,” he said.

The prime minister said dem-
ocratic values, market econo-
my, and respect for the rule of 
law are in the “DNA of both our 
countries”.

“To facilitate fi nancial fl ows 
between the two countries, we 
have launched the India-Korea 
Financial Forum. To strengthen 
business cooperation, we have 
established an Industrial Coop-
eration Committee,” he said. “To 
enhance collaboration in critical 
technologies and supply chains, 
we are initiating an Economic 
Security Dialogue,” he noted.

The prime minister said a 
Korean Industrial Township 
will be established to facilitate 
the entry of Korean companies, 
especially SMEs, into India.

“Furthermore, within the 
next year, we will upgrade the 
India-Korea Trade Agreement,” 
he said. Modi described President 
Lee's visit as of great signifi cance. 
“We also share a common outlook 
on the Indo-Pacifi c region. On the 
basis of these shared principles, 
our relationship has become 
more dynamic and wide-ranging 
over the past decade.”

The Prime Minister also 
made a mention of India-South 
Korea cultural ties “that go 
back thousands of years”.

At a media briefi ng, Sec-
retary (East) at the external 
affairs ministry P Kumaran, 
delving into the framework 
for shipbuilding, said the em-
phasis will be on upgrading the 
existing shipyards, including 
developing block fabrication 
facilities and setting up a new 
dry dock to construct large and 
specialised vessels.

Kumaran said there was 
a general discussion on the 
geopolitical contestations and 
confl icts including the Rus-
sia-Ukraine confl ict and the 
situation in the Gulf region.

India, S Korea unveil economic roadmap
Following talks between Modi and South Korean President Lee Jae Myung, the two sides inked 15 agreements including 

one to set up an industrial cooperation framework and another on steel supply chain to ramp up overall trajectory of ties

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and South Korean President Lee Jae Myung 
water a sapling, at Hyderabad House in New Delhi PTI PHOTO
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New Delhi, April 20: The Su-
preme Court Monday held that 
mere possession of a higher ac-
ademic degree does not by itself 
render a candidate "otherwise 

eligible or well qualifi ed" with-
out meeting the experience re-
quired under the Recruitment 
and Promotion Rules.

A bench of Justices J K Ma-
heshwari and A S Chandurkar 
faulted the recruitment pro-
cess adopted by the Himachal 
Pradesh Board of School Edu-
cation for the post of computer 
hardware engineer. It said a 
candidate not fulfi lling a basic 
requirement could not have 
been treated as eligible mere-
ly on the basis of possessing 
a higher degree or securing a 
higher rank in merit.

"The mere possession of such 
a higher academic degree does 
not, by itself, render a candidate 
'otherwise eligible or well qual-
ifi ed' without meeting the re-
quirement of experience within 
the meaning of the Recruitment 
and Promotion (R&P) Rules, 
particularly when the basic el-
igibility criteria itself remains 
unfulfi lled," the bench said.

Any such approach would 

amount to substituting the 
minimum qualifi cation with a 
preferential one, which is im-
permissible, it said.

The bench found the selec-
tion of a candidate not in ac-
cordance with norms. The re-
cord clearly indicated that the 
selected candidate, at the time 
of submission of her applica-
tion had work experience of 
only about one year as evident 
from the application status and 
supporting documents.

It said in such circumstanc-
es, the possession of 'M.Tech de-
gree in Electronics and Com-

munication', a preferential 
qualification under the R&P 
Rules, could not have been 
relied upon to either confer 
eligibility or to justify any 
relaxation of the essential 
requirement.

The bench said the selection 
of the candidate on such a ba-
sis, therefore, refl ects a clear 
non-application of mind to the 
distinction between essential 
and preferential qualifi cations 
and renders any purported re-
laxation fundamentally fl awed.

"In matters of public em-
ployment, the court must be 
circumspect in issuing pos-
itive directions for appoint-
ment unless the entitlement is 
clear, unambiguous, and fl ows 
directly from the applicable 
rules. Where the selection pro-
cess itself is found to be fl awed, 
the appropriate course would 
ordinarily be to set aside the 
selection rather than to direct 
appointment of a particular 
candidate," the apex court said.

The bench said in the present 
case, the defect is not merely pro-
cedural or incidental, but goes to 
the root of eligibility itself.

"The selected candidate, i.e., 
the appellant did not fulfi l the 
essential qualifi cation of 'at 
least fi ve years' work experi-
ence in computer manufac-
turing/maintenance' as on the 
relevant date. Such experience 
is of a specialised nature and 
external to the post in ques-
tion, which couldn't have been 
acquired by a candidate after 
serving as a Computer Hard-
ware Engineer," it said.

The top court said therefore, 
the selection made, if any, in 
contravention to the R&P Rules 
prevalent on the date, would 
cause inherent illegality which 
cannot be dispensed with by way 
of equitable consideration or by 
exercising discretion of the court. 

The top court said the se-
lection and appointment of 
the candidate cannot be sus-
tained in law.

“The mere possession 
of such a higher 

academic degree does not, 
by itself, render a 

candidate ‘otherwise 
eligible or well qualifi ed’ 

without meeting the 
requirement of experience 
within the meaning of the 

Recruitment and 
Promotion (R&P) Rules, 

particularly when the 
basic eligibility criteria 

itself remains unfulfi lled,” 
the bench said

Higher degree alone not enough for govt jobs: SC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 20: The Su-
preme Court Monday asked all 
states and union territories to 
provide details of terror and 
narcotics cases being probed 
by Central and state agencies, 
including the NIA and the NCB, 
as a step towards setting up spe-
cial exclusive courts for early 
disposal of the cases.

The top court asked the Cen-
tre to consider providing funds 
of Rs 1 crore each for setting 
up the courts in all states and 
UTs to prosecute cases lodged 
under the UAPA (the Unlawful 
Activities [Prevention] Act) 
and the NDPS Act (the Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act).

A bench comprising Chief 
Justice Surya Kant and Jus-
tice Joymalye Bagchi also 
asked Additional Solicitor 
General Aishwarya Bhati, 
appearing for the Centre, to 
consider releasing Rs 1 crore 
annually for ensuring smooth 
functioning of the special 
courts.

The suo motu case was fi xed 
for further hearing May 8.

On March 24, the apex court 
directed the establishment 
of special courts for cases 
investigated by the Nation-
al Investigation Agency and 
those falling under the UAPA. 
Expanding the ambit, the CJI 
Monday asked advocate gen-
erals of 17 states to furnish 
the details of cases lodged un-
der the UAPA and the NDPS 
Act, irrespective of whether 
they are prosecuted by the 
NIA or the state police and 
by Narcotics Control Bureau 
or by state agencies.

The bench highlighted that 
early disposal would balance 
the rights of the accused and 
victims both.

The bench also issued notic-
es to the remaining states and 
asked them to furnish the req-
uisite information.

The suo motu petition was 
initiated following concerns 
that NIA trials were languish-
ing for years.

Provide details 
of pending terror, 
drugs cases: SC
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New Delhi, April 20: Over 700 
citizens, including former civil 
servants, academics, activists 
and journalists, have written 
to the Election Commission 
alleging that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's national ad-
dress April 18 violated the Mod-
el Code of Conduct (MCC) for 
elections and sought an inquiry 
as well as remedial action.

In a complaint dated April 20 
addressed to the Chief Election 
Commissioner, the signatories 
claimed that the address, broad-
cast on offi cial platforms such as 
Doordarshan, Sansad TV and All 
India Radio, amounted to “elec-
tioneering and partisan propa-
ganda” during the MCC period.

The MCC is currently in 
force in Assam, Kerala and 

Puducherry, where voting was 
held April 9, Tamil Nadu (poll-
ing April 23) and West Bengal 
(polling April 23 and 29). Votes 
will be counted for all these as-
sembly elections May 4.

The complaint said that the 
use of government-funded me-
dia for such messaging gave the 
ruling party an “undue advan-
tage” and undermined the level 
playing fi eld essential for free 
and fair elections.

Citing provisions of the MCC, 
the complainants said ministers 
are barred from combining offi -

cial functions with electioneer-
ing and from using offi cial ma-
chinery for partisan purposes.

The letter urged the poll panel 
to take cognisance of the issue, 
examine the content and man-
ner of the address and initiate 
appropriate action. It also called 
for equal airtime on public 
broadcasters for other political 
parties if prior permission had 
been granted for the telecast.

Among the signatories are 
former Delhi Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Najeeb Jung, political 
economist Parakala Prabhakar, 
activist Yogendra Yadav, econo-
mist Jayati Ghosh, musician-au-
thor T M Krishna, former Union 
secretary E A S Sarma, activ-
ist Harsh Mander, journalist 
Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, aca-
demic Zoya Hasan and former 
ambassador Madhu Bhaduri.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 20: Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant 
Monday said it was shocking 
that well-educated people were 
getting duped in cases of digi-
tal arrests.

The CJI, who was heading 
a bench which also comprised 
Justice Joymalya Bagchi, 
fl agged the recent case of an 
old woman who was duped of 
her entire retirement benefi ts 
in one of such cases. The obser-
vations came from the CJI after 
Attorney General R Venkatara-
mani mentioned the suo motu 
case concerning victims of digi-
tal arrest before the bench.

“Meeting have taken 
place. We are moving very 
fast,”  the top law offi cer said, 
while requesting the bench to 
take up the suo motu case for 
hearing May 12.

The CJI then referred to 
the case of the elderly woman 
whom he knows in his offi cial 
capacity. “Unfortunately, her 
entire retiral benefi t has been 
duped,” the CJI said.

One of the advocates told the 
bench that it was most unfor-
tunate that despite the apex 
court hearing a suo motu case 
regarding digital arrest, such 

incidents were continuously 
coming to light.

“It is shocking that well-edu-
cated people are getting duped 
like this,” the CJI observed.

The bench said it would list 
the matter for hearing May 12.

Digital arrest is a growing 
form of cybercrime in which 
fraudsters pose as law enforce-
ment offi cers, court offi cials or 
personnel from government 
agencies to intimidate victims 
through audio and video calls. 
They hold the victims hostage 
and put pressure on them to 
pay money.

The top court February 9 de-
scribed the siphoning of more 
than Rs 54,000 crore by digital 
frauds as absolute “robbery or 
dacoity” and asked the Centre 
to draft a standard operating 
procedure (SoP) in consulta-
tion with stakeholders like the 
RBI, banks and the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) 
to deal with such cases.

The apex court had expressed 
grave concern over the “men-
ace” of digital arrest scams 
and said banks must play a 
proactive role in preventing 
cyber-enabled fraud.

It had directed the CBI to 
identify digital arrest cases and 
asked the Gujarat and Delhi 
governments to accord sanction 
to the federal probe agency to 
proceed with the investigations 
in identifi ed cases.

It had also asked the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI), the DoT, 
and others to jointly hold a meet-
ing to come up with a framework 
for providing compensation in 
digital arrest cases.

The attorney general had in-
formed the bench that the RBI 
has drafted an SoP for banks 
to deal with such cases and 
it, among other things, pre-
scribes action by the banks 
where temporary debit holds 
can be placed to prevent cy-
ber-enabled frauds.

 MCC VIOLATION

MORE THAN 700 CITIZENS MOVE 
ECI OVER PM’S NATIONAL ADDRESS

CJI Kant fl ags surge in 
‘digital arrest’ scams
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INDIA, UK DEEPEN
DEFENCE TIES
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan 
was accorded a Ceremonial Step Line and received 
by his UK counterpart Air Chief Marshal Sir Rich-
ard Knighton, in London Monday.  This is the fi rst 
offi cial visit by an Indian CDS to the UK and marks 
the fi fth senior UK–India military engagement this 
year, following the UK Chief of the Air Staff Air Chief 
Marshal Harv Smyth’s visit to India in March

Many of our former 
strengths, based 
on our close ties 
to America, have 
become weaknesses. 
Weaknesses that we 
must correct
MARK CARNEY | 
PRIME MINISTER , CANADA

Bulgaria’s former prez 
wins poll in landslide
Sofi a: Pro-Russian former 
President Rumen Radev has 
won Bulgaria’s election by 
a landslide, offi cial results 
showed Monday, sidelining 
long-dominant political forces 
and potentially pushing 
the EU and NATO member 
state closer to Moscow. The 
performance, exceeding 
opinion poll forecasts, is one 
of the strongest results for a 
single party in a generation 
and may end, for now, the 
chronic instability that led to 
eight elections in fi ve years. 
Radev’s Progressive Bulgaria 
party had 44.7% of the vote 
after 91.7% of ballots were 
counted, suggesting it could rule 
alone, but he has not ruled out 
a coalition with a pro-European 
group or a smaller party.

Honour killing: Man 
sentenced to death 
Lahore: A Pakistani court 
Monday sentenced a man to 
death for killing his wife in the 
name of ‘honour’, an offi cial 
said. The convict brutally killed 
his young wife by slitting her 
throat with a knife last year, 
according to the prosecution. 
He suspected that his wife 
had an affair with a man from 
her locality in Kahna, a thickly 
populated area of Lahore. The 
court found the accused guilty 
and sentenced him to death 
along with a fi ne of PKR 300,000, 
according to the court offi cial.

Fire destroys 
1,000 homes 
Kuala Lumpur: A fi re that tore 
through a Malaysian coastal 
settlement on Borneo Island 
destroyed about 1,000 homes 
and displaced over 9,000 
people, authorities said. The 
fi re started early Sunday in 
the Sandakan district and 
spread rapidly through rows 
of wooden houses constructed 
on stilts above the sea, 
according to the fi re and rescue 
department. No deaths have 
been reported.

NK tests cluster
munitions again 
Seoul: North Korea said 
Monday it test-launched 
ballistic missiles with 
cluster bomb warheads in 
the second such test this 
month, likely underscoring 
its push to expand its 
capabilities to penetrate US 
and South Korean defences.  
The report by the North's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency appeared 
to refer to the multiple 
ballistic missile launches 
South Korea, Japan and 
the US detected Sunday off 
North Korea's east coast.

many people 
in the world 
were being 

exploited by au-
thoritarians and 
defrauded by the 
rich

POPE LEO XIV |  
HEAD OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Every rational 
and diplomat-
ic path should 

be used to reduce 
tensions with the 
US, but added 
that vigilance 
and distrust in interactions with 
Washington were an undeniable 
necessity

MASOUD PEZESHKIAN  | IRANIAN PRESIDENT

Our common 
objective of 
achieving one 

security structure 
under the legit-
imate authority 
should guide the 
effective coordination between the 
International Stabilisation Force, 
the Palestinian Authority, security 
institutions and other internation-
al actors. Security must not be 
fragmented

MOHAMED MUSTAFA  |  
PRIME MINISTER, PALESTINIAN

SHORT TAKES

V
oters have ousted Hun-
garian Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Orban’s 
populist right-wing 

government. In a landslide 
victory, Peter Magyar’s Tisza, 
a center-right party, won 53 per 
cent of the vote, compared with 
39 per cent for Orban’s Fidesz 
party. In his 16 years in power, 
Orban had been a role model 
for aspiring authoritarian lead-
ers far beyond Budapest. His 
regime had lasted as long as it 
did because it was extremely 
adept at rigging the electoral 
system and stoking polariza-
tion in society. Yet those very 
strengths proved to be its un-
doing.

An electoral system that re-
warded the largest party with 
a disproportionate number of 
parliamentary seats meant that 
a capable challenger could de-
cisively turn the tables on the 
incumbent government. The 
stark polarization of society 
made a united opposition par-
ty easier to forge. And Orban’s 
unusually long tenure made it 
impossible for him to escape re-
sponsibility for the failures of 
governance and management 
that plagued the country.

Magyar, a former Fidesz 
member turned critic, and 
the Tisza Party used Orban’s 

own record against him. They 
united pro-democracy forces, 
turned the division Fidesz had 
manufactured against Orban 
himself, and focused their 
campaign on the incumbent 
government’s corruption and 
failure to fi x deteriorating pub-
lic services and high infl ation. 
Their success holds lessons 
for opposition parties in com-
petitive authoritarian systems 
around the world.

The fi rst pillar of Orban’s 
success was an electoral system 
that maximized the number of 
parliamentary seats that his 
party earned in elections. Fi-
desz gerrymandered districts, 
extended the franchise to 
(mostly conservative) Hungar-
ians living abroad, and estab-
lished a mixed voting system 
that allocated a disproportion-
ately large number of parlia-
mentary seats to the party that 
won the highest share of the 
vote—even if it only achieved 
a plurality rather than an out-
right majority.

To comprehend the effect 
of these changes, one need on-
ly look at election results. In 
2010, when Fidesz fi rst came 
to power, the party received 53 
percent of the vote and earned 
a two-thirds majority in parlia-
ment. Four years later, after 

many of the electoral changes 
took effect, it received only 45 
percent of the vote—but the 
margin of its supermajority 
in the parliament was essen-
tially unchanged, allowing Fi-
desz to pass legislation, amend 
the constitution, and appoint 
party loyalists to important 
positions, all without having 
to even consult opposition 
parties.

Orban also managed to po-
larize Hungarian society with 
successive waves of fear-based 
rhetoric. Fidesz appointed par-
ty propagandists to state TV 
and radio and used economic 
pressure to consolidate most 
private news outlets in the 
hands of government-friend-
ly oligarchs. It then fl ooded 
these outlets—and the streets, 

via giant posters—with alarm-
ing messages about who was 
attacking Hungary. The foes 
included migrants, sexual 
minorities, bureaucrats in 
Brussels, the Hungarian-born 
liberal philanthropist George 
Soros, and the government of 
Ukraine. These attacks polar-
ized the country and helped 
Fidesz maintain its stronghold 
on the right, often enticing 
supporters away from other 
extreme-right parties. In re-
sponding to the propaganda, 
opposition parties were com-
pelled to defend positions that 
did not resonate with the ma-
jority of Hungarians, standing 
up for LGBT rights, showing 
empathy for Muslim migrants, 
and echoing critiques of the 
Hungarian government by the 

European Union.
Fidesz’s tactics led to re-

markable electoral success. 
Orban is the longest-serving 
prime minister in Europe; in 
all of post–World War II Eu-
ropean history, only former 
German chancellors Helmut 
Kohl and Angela Merkel 
served as many consecutive 
years. Moreover, Orban has 
governed with a supermajori-
ty in parliament for this entire 
period. This has allowed him 
to shape Hungary’s economic, 
political, judicial, and even 
cultural institutions without 
any effective checks and bal-
ances. Orban’s System of Na-
tional Cooperation—a system 
of executive power in which he 
exercised economic infl uence 
by way of regime-friendly oli-
garchs, as well as control over 
social, cultural, and media in-
stitutions via appointed party 
loyalists—has become a model 
for many aspiring autocrats 
who are building systems of 
competitive authoritarianism 
in their own countries.

But Orban’s successes also 
contained the seeds of destruc-
tion for Fidesz. The electoral 
system that Fidesz built over 
the past decade and a half en-
sured that the largest party in 
the country could govern with 

almost absolute authority, be-
cause of the ease with which it 
could attain a supermajority in 
parliament.

This system worked well un-
til a new force, the Tisza Party, 
emerged that turned out to be 
more popular than Fidesz. Be-
cause the system is designed 
to supercharge even a small 
plurality, the Tisza Party has 
now also been rewarded with 
a two-thirds majority—giving 
it the tools to undo the laws 
that Orban had put beyond the 
reach of regular parliamentary 
majorities. The carefully engi-
neered electoral system has 
therefore enabled Tisza to roll 
back Fidesz’s political legacy.

Opposition forces should 
maintain pressure on illiberal 
governments to defend their 
governance record. The Tisza 
Party exposed state corruption 
and relentlessly campaigned 
on pocketbook issues, includ-
ing high infl ation, the deterio-
ration of public services, and 
the poor state of the country’s 
infrastructure. Keeping the fo-
cus on a government’s perfor-
mance, and what it has been 
incapable of delivering, is a 
message that crosses political 
boundaries and helps unify ri-
val forces.

 AGENCIES

Lessons from Hungary for pro-democracy movements

Palestinian youth play while swimming in a port basin in Gaza City AP PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

Colombo, April 20 : Vice Pres-
ident C P Radhakrishnan con-
cluded his two-day visit to Sri 
Lanka Monday during which 
he held talks with the island 
nation’s top leadership as the 
two countries inked a number 
of agreements to deepen bilat-
eral cooperation. 

Radhakrishnan, the fi rst vice 
president to visit Sri Lanka, 
arrived in Colombo ,  Sunday 
and held talks with President 
Anura Kumara Dissanayake on 
the same day.

The two leaders discussed 
on going Indian project imple-
mentation in Sri Lanka, empha-
sising the $450 million Cyclone 
Ditwah aid offered by India.

Radhakrishnan stressed  In-
dia’s ‘Neighbourhood First’ pol-
icy and developmental bilateral 
cooperation, offi cials said.

They held wide-ranging dis-
cussions on various initiatives, 
including the Indian Housing 
Project and projects being im-
plemented under the $450 mil-
lion package for areas affected 
by Cyclone Ditwah in Sri Lan-
ka, including reconstruction 
and rehabilitation efforts in the 
most affected regions of the In-
dian-origin Tamil community, 
it added.

VP Radhakrishnan inks 
key deals during SL visit

AGENCIES

Beijing, April 20: Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping Monday called 
for the opening of the Strait of 
Hormuz for normal passage 
of ships, as Beijing described 
it as an “international water-
way” amid assertions by Iran 
that it has an inalienable right 
over it.

“The Strait of Hormuz 
should maintain normal pas-
sage, as this serves the com-
mon interests of regional 
countries and the internation-
al community,” Xi told Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman during a phone call.

This is the fi rst statement by 
the Chinese leader on the clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz by 
Iran, followed by the US block-
ade of Iranian ports in their 
current confl ict. The closure of 
the Strait has resulted in acute 
energy shortages across the 
world, especially in Asia, and 
China, which is a major importer 
of Iranian oil, is increasingly con-
cerned about the prolongation of 
the US-Israel-Iran war.

China supports regional 
countries in building a com-
mon home of good-neighbour-
liness, development, security 
and cooperation, holding their 
future in their own hands, and 
promoting lasting peace and 
security in the region, Xi said.

His comments were signifi -
cant as China achieved a “ma-
jor diplomatic success” in West 

Asia, bringing arch-rivals Iran 
and Saudi Arabia together in 
March 2023. As a result, the two 
countries restored diplomatic re-
lations. But the US-Iran confl ict 
has changed all that with Iran 
attacking Saudi Arabia and oth-
er regional countries, besides 
closing the Strait of Hormuz to 
counter the US war against it.

Separately, the Chinese For-
eign Ministry has expressed 
concern over the US Navy fi r-
ing on a cargo ship travelling 

from China heading to an Irani-
an port, defying the American 
naval blockade.

“We are concerned over the 
US' forcible interception of the 
vessel and hope that relevant 
parties will honour the cease-
fi re agreement in a responsi-
ble manner, avoid aggravating 
disputes and escalating ten-
sions, and provide necessary 
conditions for the restoration 
of normal passage through the 
Strait,” Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Guo Jiakun 
told a media briefi ng here.

President Xi Jinping calls for the 
Strait of Hormuz to remain open 

for normal passage, highlighting 
its importance as an international 
waterway

China expresses concern over 
the US Navy's interception of a 

Chinese cargo ship bound for Iran, 
urging responsible adherence to 
ceasefi re agreements

The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
reiterates that maintaining 

safety and stability in the Strait of 
Hormuz is in the common interest 
of regional countries and the 
international community

Keep Hormuz open: Xi steps
in as Iran asserts control

UK calls for 'toll-free' 
Strait of Hormuz
London:  Britain Monday called for a 
lasting settlement to ensure freedom 
of navigation and a toll-free Strait 
of Hormuz as the US-Iran ceasefi re 
hung in the balance. UK Foreign 
Secretary Yvette Cooper arrived in 
Japan for the fi nal leg of what has 
been branded as an "intensifi ed 
shuttle diplomacy tour" to advance 
coordination with key allies on 
shared geopolitical, economic and 
energy security priorities.  During 
the six-day tour spanning Europe 
and West Asia, the British minister 
held in-person talks with Foreign 
Ministers from 11 countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, Turkey, Egypt, the 
UAE, and Ukraine, concluding with a 
meeting with the Japanese Foreign 
Minister for the annual Strategic 
Dialogue in Tokyo. "An important 
meeting with Pakistan's Foreign 
Minister Ishaq Dar on importance 
of extending the ceasefi re & getting 
shipping routes through the Strait 
of Hormuz fully reopened," said 
Cooper, following the meeting with 
her Pakistani counterpart Sunday. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tokyo, April 20: Japan Mon-
day issued an advisory for 
northern coastal areas for an 
increased risk of a possible 
mega-quake induced by a major 
quake earlier in the day.

The Cabinet Offi ce and the 
Japan Meteorological Agency 
said there is 1% chance of a 
mega-quake occurring on the 
northern Japanese coast in the 
next week or so, following the 
powerful quake earlier Monday 
near the Chishima trough.

Offi cials said the advisory 
is not a quake prediction but 
urged residents to raise their 
preparedness, such as emer-
gency food and their grab bag, 
just in case, while continuing 
their daily lives. The advisory 
for the region is the second in 
recent months. One was issued 
following another major quake 
in December. No major subse-
quent quake occurred.

A powerful earthquake 
struck off the northern Japa-
nese coast earlier Monday, and 
the Japan Meteorological Agen-
cy issued a tsunami alert in the 
region, sending residents rush-
ing to safer grounds. So far, no 
major injuries or damages have 
been reported.

The quake, registering a 
preliminary magnitude of 7.5, 
occurred off the coast of Sanri-
ku in northern Japan at around 
4:53 pm (0753 GMT), at a depth 
of about 10 kilometres (6 miles), 
the agency said.

A tsunami of about 80 centi-

metres (2.6 feet) was detected at 
the Kuji port in the Iwate pre-
fecture within one hour of the 
quake, and a smaller tsunami 
of 40 centimetres (1.3 feet) was 
recorded at another port in the 
prefecture, the agency said.

The tsunami alert and advi-
sory were still in place in Ja-
pan, with warnings of a wave 
of up to 3 metres (10 feet), but 
the US-based Pacifi c Tsunami 
Warning Centre said the tsu-
nami threat from the quake 
“has now passed.”

The Japanese agency urged 
residents in the region to im-
mediately stay away from the 
coast or along rivers and take 
shelter on higher ground. It al-
so cautioned people in the area 
against possible aftershocks for 
about a week.

Footage on NHK television 
showed many people driving 
up to parks and other facilities 
on higher ground. In the town 
of Tomakomai in Hokkaido, 
a resident came to a hilltop 
park after picking up his child 
at a cram school and said he 
planned to stay until the alert 
is lifted.

Major earthquake 
strikes off Japan

SNIPPETS

2 killed as planned fi ght escalates to mass shooting 
Winston-Salem(US): A planned fi ght among young people escalated into 
a mass shooting at a North Carolina park Monday morning that left two 
people dead, authorities said. The shooting happened around 10 am at 
Leinbach Park, which is near Jefferson Middle School, Winston-Salem 
police said in a social media post. Several people were shot, including 
two fatally, the North Carolina State Bureau of Investigation said in a 
statement. Winston-Salem police Assistant Chief Jason Swaim said two 
juveniles had agreed to meet at the park to fi ght. He said a fi rearm was 
discharged during the fi ght, which “resulted in multiple victims being shot.” 
He said authorities have identifi ed “numerous people” involved in what 
happened, but that investigators were still trying to determine their exact 
involvement, including whether they were a suspect, victim or witness.

Rat poison found in baby food jars; products recalled
Vienna: Countries across Central Europe pulled baby food off the shelves 
Monday after rat poison was discovered in some jars of the HiPP brand 
over the weekend. Austria’s health minister told parents, kindergartens 
and day care centres to use utmost caution when feeding young children 
HiPP. The company recalled some of its baby food jars because samples 
there, as well as in Slovakia and the Czech Republic, tested positive for rat 
poison. Authorities believe tampering occurred in 190-gram (6.7-ounce) 
jars of baby food made with carrots and potatoes for 5-month-old children 
that were sold at SPAR supermarkets in Austria. The fi rst sample tested 
positive Saturday. Austrian authorities Monday said they were searching 
for a second jar of baby food that may have been poisoned. It may have 
been sold at a Spar supermarket in the eastern town of Eisenstadt, 
Austrian news agency APA reported.
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SILVER JUMPS `4,300, 
GOLD GAINS `800 

Silver prices climbed `4,300 to 
`2.57 lakh per kilogram in the 
national capital Monday, while 
gold advanced to `1.57 lakh per 
10 grams on fresh buying by 
retailers and stockists.

We are trying to work 
out what would be 
the mechanism by 
which India can get a 
preferential market 
access in the US 
market compared to 
our competitors
PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY MINISTER

NCLAT stays CCI 
penalty on Intel 
New Delhi: The National 
Company Law Appellate 
Tribunal (NCLAT) has stayed 
the Rs 27.38 crore penalty 
imposed by the Competition 
Commission of India (CCI) 
on Intel Corporation over its 
India-specifi c warranty policy 
for boxed microprocessors. 
A two-member bench stayed 
the penalty last week until the 
next hearing. Intel Corporation 
has challenged the CCI's 
February order imposing 
a penalty for engaging in 
anti-competitive practices 
related to its India-specifi c 
warranty policy for its 
boxed microprocessors. The 
appellate tribunal observed 
Intel had already deposited 
25 per cent of the penalty 
amount before its registry and 
asked the CCI to refrain from 
taking any coercive steps for 
implementation of the order. 
"Considering the submission, 
as admittedly 25 per cent of 
penalty amount has since 
been deposited, hence further 
recovery stands stayed till the 
next date of hearing," said a 
two-member NCLAT bench 
comprising Justice Yogesh 
Khanna (Member, Judicial) and 
Ajai Das Mehrotra (Member, 
Technical). The tribunal also 
took on record submissions of 
Intel that they have "already 
withdrawn the India Specifi c 
Warranty Policy w.e.f. April 1, 
2024 and had publicised it in the 
year 2024 itself on its website."

States' capex growth 
to slow down: Report
Mumbai: States' capital 
expenditure growth is likely 
to slow down to 8-10 per 
cent in FY27 from 17 per 
cent in FY26, a report said 
Monday. The moderation 
will primarily result from 
tighter fi scal headroom due 
to rising revenue expenditure 
commitments and a 
moderation in revenue growth, 
Careedge Ratings said. The 
domestic rating agency warned 
that the moderation may be 
accentuated by a geopolitical 
crisis in West Asia, explaining 
that the confl ict's fallout could 
hit capital outlays by exerting 
pressure on both revenues 
and expenditures through 
its impact on energy prices. 
"With fi scal space becoming 
tighter due to rising revenue 
expenditure commitments and 
moderation in revenue growth, 
state capex growth is expected 
to moderate to around 8-10 per 
cent in FY27," the agency said. 
Its associate director Prasanna 
Krishnan said the revenue 
growth for states is expected 
to remain moderate through 
FY26 and FY27 on a tapering of 
grants from the Centre, with 
external headwinds further 
weighing on overall receipts 
in FY27. 

SHORT TAKES

For now, 
we assume 
business as 

usual. We are still 
optimistic, cau-
tiously or condi-
tionally optimistic. 
The condition is that there is no 
further escalation of the confl ict in 
the foreseeable future before the 
summer. Based on that condition, 
we remain optimistic

ELIE YOUNES | RADISSON HOTEL GROUP 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

India's offi ce 
market exhib-
ited resilience 

in the fi rst quarter 
of 2026, despite 
global geopolitical 
challenges 

SHRINIVAS RAO | CEO OF VESTIAN

uoteu

Our entry into 
the retail seg-
ment with Jin-

dal Infi nity marks a 
strategic extension 
of our capabilities 
into the construc-
tion value chain...we aim to bring 
these advanced solutions closer 
to the Indian consumer. This is 
aligned with our larger vision of 
supporting a quality-fi rst, safer, 
and more resilient environment 

ABHYUDAY JINDAL | MANAGING DIRECTOR 
JINDAL STAINLESS LTD

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 20: The rupee 
pared its initial gains and settled 
with a loss of 25 paise at 93.16 
against the US dollar Monday, 
after fresh tension in West Asia 
led to an increased demand for 
the American currency and kept 
crude prices steady.

Forex traders said the local 
currency remained under pres-
sure due to a fresh standoff be-
tween the US and Iran that led 
to a closure of the Strait of Hor-
muz, disrupting global supply.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 92.73 and touched an 
intra-day high of 92.70 against 
the greenback. It also hit the 
day's low of 93.24 during the 
session before settling at 93.16 
against the dollar, registering a 
loss of 25 paise from the previous 
closing level.

The rupee strengthened 28 
paise to settle at 92.91 against the 
US dollar on Friday, a day after 
gaining 19 paise in the preceding 
session Thursday.

Anuj Choudhary, Re-
search Analyst at Mirae Asset 
ShareKhan, said the rupee fell 

on a strong dollar and a surge 
in crude oil prices as global risk 
sentiments deteriorated after 
Iran said it closed the Strait of 
Hormuz again.

Choudhary said the rupee is 
expected to trade with a negative 
bias on renewed geopolitical ten-
sions between the US and Iran. 
"However, the ceasefi re between 
Israel and Lebanon may support 
the rupee at lower levels. USD-
INR spot price is expected to 
trade in a range of ̀ 93 to ̀ 93.60." 

According to Jateen Trivedi, 
VP Research Analyst - Com-
modity and Currency, LKP Se-
curities, rupee traded weaker as 
uncertainty around the second 
round of US-Iran talks continues 
to weigh on sentiment. 

"The rebound in crude, driven 
by disruptions around the Strait 
of Hormuz, is increasing con-
cerns over India's import bill and 
keeping pressure on the rupee. 
Given the sensitivity of INR to oil 
prices and geopolitical develop-
ments, the overall bias remains 
cautious. In the near term, rupee 
is expected to trade in a range of 
92.65-93.45," Trivedi said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, 
which gauges the greenback's 
strength against a basket of six 
currencies, rose 0.14 per cent 
to 98.03.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, was trading 4.64 
per cent down at USD 94.57 per 
barrel in futures trade.

Analysts said the crude price 
bounced back from below the 
USD 90-a-barrel level reached 
on Friday, as the geopolitical 
situation turned volatile after 
a fresh standoff between the US 
and Iran prevented ships from 
crossing the Strait of Hormuz.

Domestic equity markets stayed 
almost fl at, with the 30-share Sen-
sex ending 26.76 points, or 0.03 per 
cent, up at 78,520.30, while the Nifty 
inching up 11.30 points, or 0.05 per 
cent, to 24,364.85.
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New Delhi, April 20: Sajjan 
Jindal-led JSW Steel has 
entered into a joint venture 
agreement with South Korean 
steel major POSCO to set up 
a 6 million tonnes per annum 
steel plant in Odisha, a state-
ment said Monday.

The announcement was 
made at the India-Korea Busi-
ness Forum in the national 
capital. India and Korea n 
Monday discussed revamp-
ing the existing free trade 
agreement, CEPA, to boost 
economic ties. 

In the statement, JSW Steel 
said that the land for the proj-
ect has already been secured, 
and once commissioned, the 
project will be capable of 
manufacturing high-grade 
flat steel products for auto-
motive and other applica-
tions. 

In 2005, POSCO signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing with the Odisha 
government to set up a USD 
12 billion mega steel project, 
but dropped the project more 
than a decade later due to 
land acquisition issues and 
other clearances. 

JSW Steel said the agree-

ment marks a signifi cant step 
towards deepening strategic 
collaboration between the two 
steel companies.

The proposed integrated 
steel project will comprise 
steelmaking, hot rolling, and 
cold rolling/coating process-
es, the company said, adding 
that the land for the project 
has already been secured.

"The partnership will en-
sure alignment of our vision 
and commitment, while lever-
aging POSCO's technological 
expertise and JSW's strengths 
in project execution and cost 
leadership. We see this as 
a significant step towards 
strengthening India's steel 
ecosystem and supporting 
the nation's industrial val-
ue chain," JSW Steel Joint 
Managing Director and CEO 
Jayant Acharya said.

"Through this joint ven-
ture, we will do our utmost to 
combine POSCO's innovative 
steel technology with JSW 
Group's strong local compet-
itiveness, making a meaning-
ful contribution not only to 
future value creation but also 
to the industrial development 
and economic growth of both 
nations," POSCO President 
Lee Hee-geun said.

Sensex, Nifty settle 
fl at in volatile trade 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 20: Bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nif-
ty closed almost unchanged 
in a volatile session Monday 
as investors turned cautious 
amid mounting geopolitical 
headwinds and rising crude 
oil prices.

he 30-share BSE Sensex 
closed marginally up 26.76 
points or 0.03 per cent at 
78,520.30. During the day, it hit 
a high of 78,942.45 and a low of 
78,203.30, gyrating 739.15 points.

The 50-share NSE Nifty edged 
up 11.30 points or 0.05 per cent 
to settle at 24,364.85.

Among the 30-Sensex fi rms, 
Trent, State Bank of India, 
Asian Paints, NTPC, Bajaj Fi-
nance and InterGlobe Aviation 
were the major winners.

Larsen & Toubro, Bharat 
Electronics, HCL Tech and 
Kotak Mahindra Bank were 
among the laggards.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, jumped 4.76 per 
cent to USD 94.68 per barrel.

"Renewed disputes over the 
reopening of the Strait of Hor-
muz injected volatility into 
global markets. Investors inter-
preted the recent disruptions in 
the Middle East as potential ne-
gotiation tactics rather than the 
onset of a full-scale confl ict," 
Vinod Nair, Head of Research, 
Geojit Investments Ltd.

With the ceasefi re set to ex-
pire this week, market partic-
ipants remain cautious, await-
ing further developments, he 
added. The BSE SmallCap Se-
lect index dipped 0.15 per cent 
and MidCap Select index lost 
0.12 per cent.

Power jumped 1.24 per cent, 
followed by Utilities (0.88 per 
cent), PSU Bank (0.70 per cent) 
and Capital Goods (0.55 per 
cent).

However, BSE Focused IT 
declined 0.93 per cent, IT (0.79 
per cent), Realty (0.70 per cent), 
Telecommunication (0.66 per 
cent) and Commodities (0.34 
per cent).

A total of 2,593 stocks de-
clined, while 1,810 advanced 
and 175 remained unchanged 
on the BSE.

In Asian markets, South Ko-
rea's benchmark Kospi, Japan's 
Nikkei 225 index, Shanghai's 
SSE Composite index and Hong 
Kong's Hang Seng index ended 
higher.
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New Delhi, April 20: The core 
sector output contracted by 0.4 
per cent in March, marking the 
fi rst decline in fi ve months as 
production of coal, crude oil, 
fertiliser, and electricity fell, 
according to offi cial data re-
leased Monday.

In February 2026, the eight 
core infrastructure sectors had 
expanded by 2.8 per cent.

In 2025-26, these sectors re-
corded a growth rate of 2.6 per 
cent as against 4.5 per cent in 
2024-25. Production growth of 
refi nery products, steel, and 
cement slowed down to 0.1 per 
cent, 2.2 per cent and 4 per cent, 
respectively, in March this year.

However, natural gas pro-
duction recorded healthy 
growth during the month un-
der review.

Commenting on the data, 

Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist 
at Icra Ltd, said the core sector 
output contracted for the fi rst 
time in fi ve months in March, 
amidst a decline in production 
across four of the eight sectors.

In October 2025, the produc-
tion growth of these eight sectors 
had contracted by 0.1 per cent.

"While an adverse base 
weighed on electricity gen-
eration, a shortage of inputs 
amidst the West Asia crisis 
curtailed the fertiliser output, 
which plunged by an unprece-
dented 24.6 per cent YoY in the 
month," she said.

Given these trends and the 
adverse impact of the surge in 
energy prices and constrained 
availability, ICRA expects the 
IIP (Index of Industrial Produc-
tion) growth to slow to about 1 
- 2 per cent in March 2026 as 
against 5.2 per cent in February 
2026, she added.

New ZM of UCO 
Bank, Balasore Zone
BALASORE: Nitesh Kumar Mohanty, 
Assistant General Manager, took over 
the charge of new Zonal Head of UCO 
Bank Balasore Zone April 20. Earlier, 
he was posted as AGM, Mid Corporate 
branch at Chandigarh. He is having 
an experience of 17 years in Banking 
Sector.  Mohanty emphasised on good 
customer service along with growth 
of advances under Retail, MSME & 
Agriculture sector during his maiden 
message to 64 branches under Balasore 
Zone. “Our more than 70% branches are 
situated in rural areas, Credit Linkage 
to SHG will be vital for credit growth of 
Agriculture Sector,” he added. He also 
emphasised on popularity of digital 
products like digital lending, ATM 
services and mobile platform. The Bank 
is also planning to open new branches 
in coming days.

Luxury perfume brand 
‘The Misstt’ launched 
BHUBANESWAR: 
The Misstt, a new 
luxury perfume 
brand was 
unveiled here 
Monday. Ollywood 
actress Bhumika 
Dash attended 
the launch event 
as the chief guest 
and offi cially 
inaugurated the 
brand.
The key feature 
about this brand 
is the use of high-quality Swiss-origin oils. It also utilises DPG 
Alcohol (Denatured Alcohol), which is safe for the skin and avoids 
methanol-based alcohol. In terms of concentration, The Misstt’ 
perfumes contain a 30% oil concentration, making them part 
of the ‘Extrait de Parfum’ category. Due to its 2 to 3 times more 
concentration than standard perfumes, the fragrance remains 
intact for 8 to 12 hours. In terms of ingredients the perfumes use 
rose absolute, bergamot, patchouli, amber, cedarwood, honey, 
oud, and other spices. The Misstt is introduced in 12 distinct 
fragrances in 20ml packs and is available in three specifi c combos 
-- men’s combo, women’s combo and unisex combo. The retail 
price for each combo is `2,499 but is currently available at a 
launch price of just `1,599. The perfumes are available through the 
brand’s offi cial website and will be soon available across major 
online platforms. The founders of the brand— Kirtti Chaurasia, 
Abhischek Chaurasia and Babita Chaurasia, hoped that it will make 
a signifi cant mark both nationally and internationally.

Agarwal Gold and Diamonds 
opens new outlet in Cuttack
CUTTACK: On 
the occasion 
of Akshaya 
Tritiya, 
Agarwal Gold 
and Diamonds 
opened a 
new outlet at 
Matamath, 
Cantonment 
Road, 
Cuttack. The 
store was 
inaugurated by social worker Ganesh Kandoi.
The company assures highest standards of quality for its gold and 
diamond jewellery. The new store offers customers the facility to 
thoroughly test and verify the purity of gold and diamonds before 
making a purchase. Special offers include attractive discount on 
the making charges of ornaments and exclusive discount on the 
purchase of specifi c gold and diamond jewellery. For the special 
occasion of Akshaya Tritiya the store also introduced special 
discounts and attractive gifts for customers. The management 
of Agarwal & Sons (the parent brand) highlighted that they have 
already earned the trust of customers through their long-standing 
presence in the jewellery business. They are confi dent that this 
new store will increase their popularity in Cuttack. “While there 
are many jewellery stores in Cuttack, Agarwal & Sons will become 
the fi rst choice for customers due to our quality and service,” 
said Sanjay Agarwal, owner Agarwal Gold and Diamonds. The 
inauguration ceremony was attended by the store's Director, 
Managing Director, and Founder, along with members of the 
Agarwal family.
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New Delhi, April 20: The geo-
political tensions in West Asia 
pose risks to India's trade and 
macroeconomic stability by 
widening the current account 
defi cit (CAD), exerting pres-
sure on the exchange rate, NITI 
Aayog said Monday.

The Aayog in its quarterly 
'Trade Watch Oct-Dec (Q3) FY 
2025-26' report further said that 
geopolitical instability in West 
Asia has slowed the India-Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA), 
affecting trade diversifi cation 
and market access.

The war in West Asia broke 
out February 28 when the US 
and Israel launched strikes on 
Iran, and the latter retaliated.

Releasing the report, NITI 
Aayog Vice Chairman Suman 
Bery said, "Let us be clear that 
FTAs are not a one-way street, 
nor should they be, which is to 
say that in the way that we are 
seeing them as a tool for market 
access, others are seeing it as a 
tool for market access too."

Bery highlighted that India's 
merchandise trade has been re-
silient in tough environment, 
and despite many of the appre-
hensions services trade has al-
so been particularly strong in a 
very confusing year 2025.

"For trade economists, 
imports matter much more 
than exports. It is imports 
that force you to be compet-
itive, so we should welcome 
the imports as much as we 
welcome the market access," 
he emphasised.

The NITI Aayog VC noted 
that over the last 20 years, In-
dia has grown at an average 
of 6 per cent, underscoring its 
macroeconomic stability.

The report suggested that In-
dia's gems and jewellery sector 
should shift from mid-value to 
high-value exports; promote de-

sign-led manufacturing, cluster 
R&D, and GI-branded products 
targeting lightweight, fashion, 
and men's jewellery.

"India's gems and jewellery 
sector should strengthen trade 
facilitation and raw material 
access align FTAs, streamline 
duty drawback/refunds, ex-
pand IIBX access, and improve 
raw material supply to cut in-
put costs and boost MSME mar-
gins," it suggested.

The report also pitched for 
expanding fi nancial access 
and reduce cost of capital en-
able collateral-free lending, 

credit guarantees, interest sub-
vention, export factoring, and 
supply chain fi nance to ease 
liquidity and scale MSMEs.

It also called for improving 
ease of doing business and da-
ta systems, simplify customs/
DGFT procedures, streamline 
re-import/export processes, 
and create separate G&J data-
sets for evidence-based policy 
and monitoring.

India's total merchandise and 
services trade grew steadily 
during April-December FY'26, 
rising by about 5.3 per cent year-
on-year to USD 1.37 trillion.

FTA partners have emerged 
as a key driver of India's trade 
integration in value chains, 
with their share in total trade 
increasing, refl ecting deeper 
economic linkages and expand-
ing market access under trade 
agreements.

According to the report, In-
dia remains a key global play-
er in the gems and jewellery 
sector, particularly in worked 
diamonds.

India's gems and jewellery 
trade (including raw gold) is 
highly concentrated. The US, 
the UAE and Hong Kong ac-
count for about 73 per cent of 
exports, while the UAE, Switzer-
land and Hong Kong supply over 
60 per cent of imports, it said.

` falls 25 paise to settle 
at 93.16 against dollar

JSW Steel, POSCO enter into JV 
pact for steel plant in Odisha

BIZ BUZZ

Core sector output 
contracts 0.4% in March

West Asia crisis poses risks to 
India’s trade: NITI Aayog report
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Lonato (Italy), April 20: Rac-
ing prodigy Atiqa Mir keeps 
scaling new heights and on 
this occasion, the 11-year-old 
recorded the highest-ever race 
fi nish by an Indian in her cat-
egory at World Series Karting 
(WSK) with a stellar P2 in Race 

1 here.
Atiqa, the fi rst Indian to be 

supported by Formula 1 Acad-
emy and the highest-ranked 
female worldwide in the OK-
NJ category (age 12-14), showed 
scorching speed in the opening 
race of WSK Euro Series Round 
2 at the South Garda Karting 
here.

This was also the second time 
ever that a female fi nished P2 in 
a race in OKNJ class at WSK.

Atiqa has been turning heads 
with the sheer weight of her 
performances on the Europe-
an circuit and this weekend 
among the spectators in Lona-
to were Mercedes F1 boss To-

to Wolff and their star driver 
George Russell.

Atiqa hit her straps from the 
get go, fi nishing P2 in the war-

mup. In qualifying, she was a 
contender for pole position but 
missed the all important slip-
stream, usually worth 2 tenths 

of a second. Despite that, she 
fi nished fourth fastest in her 

group and only a 10th of a sec-
ond behind the pole sitter. The 
highlight of Atiqa's weekend 
was unarguably Race 1 where 
she fi nished P2. She displayed 
strong racecraft and speed 
while battling the best drivers 
in the world. She missed P1 by 
only 8 tenths of a second.

Atiqa had incident fi lled 
races during the rest of the 
weekend with some hard rac-
ing resulting in some nosecone 
penalties, placing her in P12 out 
of 60 drivers in the Heat Rank-
ings. The Pre Final and Final 
races were tough and she ended 
the weekend with P15 on road 
out of 60 drivers.

A breakthrough week-
end for me with anoth-
er strong qualifying 
and a P2 fi nish. A few 
incidents spoiled what 

could have been a really 
strong weekend but it wasn't 
meant to be. Lots of positives 
this weekend and now I will 
prepare for the biggest race 
of my career in two weeks 
time (Championship of the 
Future Euro Series and FIA 
European Championship
ATIQA MIR

Atiqa rewrites Indian record books in WSKKARTING 
WUNDERKIND

Racing sensation 
zooms to P2 in 
Italy for highest 
fi nish by an Indian 
in WSK history

This was also the 
second time ever 
that a female 
fi nished P2 in a 
race in OKNJ 
class at WSK

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

London, April 20: Manches-
ter City moved to within three 
points of the top of the Premier 
League Sunday with a 2-1 win at 
home to top-of the table Arsenal 
after a tense encounter in the 
Etihad Stadium. 

Goals from Rayan Cherki af-
ter 16 minutes and Erling Haa-
land after 65 minutes leave Pep 
Guardiola's side three points 
behind Arsenal but with an 
extra game to play, and City 
will go top with a win away to 
second-from-bottom Burnley 
on Wednesday, reports Xinhua. 

Cherki scored a wonderful 
individual goal to open the scor-
ing, beating two defenders and 
slotting a right-foot shot past 
David Raya. However, bare-
ly a minute later, a dreadful 
mistake from Gianluigi Don-
narumma gifted Kai Havertz an 
equalizer as the City goalkeep-
er dwelt on the ball and allow 
Havertz to block his clearance 
into the goal. 

The fi rst half was an even af-
fair, but City controlled things 
better after the break with Haa-
land scoring the winner after 
a swift break and holding off a 
strong challenge from Gabriel, 
who later saw a header defl ect-
ed on the post. 

Virgil van Dijk's late header 
gave Liverpool a dramatic 2-1 
win away to Everton in the fi rst 
derby to be played in Everton's 

new Hill Dickinson Stadium. 
Playing in his last Mersey-

side derby, Mohamed Salah 
scored his ninth goal against 
Everton after 29 minutes to 
put Liverpool ahead and equal 
Steve Gerrard's record of goals 
against Everton. 

Beto pulled Everton back in-
to the game in the 54th minute, 
but Liverpool was the better 
team in the closing stages, al-
though it wasn't until the 10th 
minute of injury time that 
Van Dijk scored a goal that 
could help give his side a place 
in next season's Champions 
League. 

Aston Villa remains strong 
in fourth after a late fl urry of 
goals in a 4-3 win at home to 
Sunderland, with Ollie Watkins 
scoring twice and Morgan Rog-
ers also on target before Tam-
my Abraham netted a 93rd min-
ute winner. 

Sunderland had trailed 3-1 
but strikes from Trai Hume 
and Wilson Isidor after 85 and 
86 minutes looked as if they 
had rescued a late point, before 
Abraham's winner. 

Morgan Gibbs-White scored 
a hat-trick as Nottingham For-
est won 4-1 at home to hapless 
Burnley, with Igor Jesus scor-
ing Forest's fourth. 

The win moves Forest fi ve 
points clear of Tottenham in 
the relegation battle and four 
clear of West Ham, which plays 
Crystal Palace Monday.

PREMIER LEAGUE

City beat Arsenal 
in title showdown

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Munich, April 20: Bayern 
Munich wrapped up another 
Bundesliga title, the club's 
13th in 14 years, after a re-
cord-breaking season that could 
still get better. 

The Bundesliga is just the 
fi rst of a potential treble of 
trophies with Bayern next 
facing Bayer Leverkusen in 
the semifi nals of the German 
Cup Wednesday before it takes 
on defending champion Paris 
Saint-Germain in the semifi -
nals of the Champions League.

The Bavarian Machine 
sealed their title by easing to a 
4-2 win over Stuttgart.

Harry Kane scored his 
league-leading 32nd goal of 
the season after going on as 
a second-half substitute, and 
Bayern should have scored 
more against the overwhelmed 
Stuttgart defense.

The win moved Bayern an 
unassailable 15 points clear of 
second-placed Borussia Dort-
mund with four rounds of the 

German league remaining. 
Bayern only needed a point to 
be sure of the title after Dort-
mund's defeat to Hoffenheim 
the day before.

It's Bayern's record-extend-
ing 35th German championship 
including the fi rst for the club 
in 1932. Every other title came 
after the Bundesliga's forma-
tion in 1963.

Stuttgart's Chris Fuhrich had 

riled the home team with the 
opener in the 21st minute, but 
Bayern's Raphael Guerreiro, 
Nicolas Jackson and Alphonso 
Davies replied by scoring in a 
six-minute spell in the fi rst half.

Spanish player Chema scored 
a spectacular second goal for 
Stuttgart in the 88th.

Cockatoo celebrations
Bayern's players lined up 

wearing cockatoo T-shirts 

in front of the fans, but there 
were none of the traditional 
beer showers that usually ac-
company league wins.

The Bundesliga is just the 
fi rst in a potential treble of tro-
phies for Bayern this season. 
The Bavarian powerhouse fac-
es Bayer Leverkusen away for 
their German Cup semifi nal on 
Wednesday, and then it has a 
two-legged Champions League 

semifi nal tie against defending 
champion Paris Saint-Germain.

"It's not hopefully the last ti-
tle," Bayern president Herbert 
Hainer said. "Because we'll 
defi nitely win our fourth con-
secutive German championship 
with the women's team, and 
we're in the cup fi nal with the 
women. And I hope that we can 
wrap everything up on Wednes-
day so that we can then travel 
to Berlin (for the cup fi nal) with 
the men."

Kane's goal - his 51st of the 
season across all competitions 
for Bayern - stretched the 
team's Bundesliga record for 
goals in a season to 109. The 
previous record, set by Bay-
ern's 1971-72 team featuring 
Franz Beckenbauer and Gerd 
Muller, was 101 goals.

"It's very special," midfi elder 
Joshua Kimmich said. "I mean, 
especially this season, it's a 
very, very good Bundesliga sea-
son, including today's game. It's 
not a given that you come here 
after the games against Madrid 
and then play a game like this."

Thirteen of fourteen: Bayern’s eternal reign
European giant Bayern Munich continues its dominance in German football after clinching the club's 13th title in 14 years
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Bhubaneswar, April 20: The 
BSAO All Odisha Open 10-Red 
Snooker Champi-
onship 2026 moved 
into its final stag-
es today at 6 Pock-
ets here Monday. 
The quarterfinal 
matches saw some 
strong performanc-
es as the top play-
ers secured their 
spots in the next 
round.

Asutosh Padhy 
and Chetan Anand 
both won their 
matches with 3-1 
scores, defeating 
Nishant Biswal 
and Anuj Kumar 
Panda. They will 
now face each 
other in the first 
semi-final. In the 
other matches, 
Dr Rakesh Ro-
shan Pradhan and 
Aakash Mohapatra 

were even more dominant, 
both winning 3-0 against Ud-
bhas Mohapatra and Mishal 
Swain. Their consistency 

throughout the 
day has set up a 
highly anticipated 
second semi-final.

Tomorrow’s 
matches will be 
more demanding, 
moving to a Best 
of 7 frames format. 
This longer format 
will test the endur-
ance and focus of 
all four players. 
With the semifi-
nalists decided, 
the competition is 
narrowing down to 
see who will take 
home the title in 
Bhubaneswar. It 
has been a steady 
tournament so far, 
and the upcoming 
games will deter-
mine who has the 
better tactical edge 
under pressure.

10-Red Snooker C’ship: 
Top 4 ready to battle

National Rugby: WB 
begin campaign in style
Rajgir (Bihar): Defending 
champions West Bengal made a 
commanding start in the men's 
section of the Senior National 
Rugby Sevens Championship 
Monday, registering emphatic wins 
over Chandigarh and Chhattisgarh. 
They defeated Chandigarh 49-7 
and followed it up with a dominant 
66-0 victory against Chhattisgarh. 
Multiple-time national champions 
Haryana also delivered an 
impressive performance, securing 
convincing wins against Uttar 
Pradesh (29-0) and Madhya 
Pradesh (47-0). Among other 
notable results, Maharashtra 
recorded the biggest win of the 
day, thrashing Andaman & Nicobar 
92-0. Odisha, Bihar, and Rajasthan 
also posted comprehensive 
victories in their respective 
matches. In Pool I, which featured 
only Delhi and Karnataka, the 
former won the opening match 
10-0. However, Karnataka bounced 
back in the reverse fi xture to claim 
a 21-14 victory. In other group-
stage matches, Chhattisgarh 
edged Chandigarh 7-5, while 
Uttarakhand defeated Punjab 
10-5. The tournament will now 
move into the knockout stage 
as the race for the national title 
intensifi es. The pre-quarterfi nals 
are scheduled later in the day, with 
the quarterfi nals set to take place 
Tuesday.

Suraj clinches PSA 
Challenger Tour title 
Chennai: India's Suraj Kumar 
Chand secured the HCL Squash 
PSA Challenger Tour title with 
a straight game win over South 
Korea's Jeongmin Ryu in the 
men's fi nal here Monday. The 
Indian second seed, ranked 134 
in the world, beat his eighth seed 
opponent 11-5, 11-9, 11-3 for his 
fourth PSA Tour title. Egyptian 
seventh seed Rouqaia Othman 
defeated Malaysian second seed 
Harleein Tan 12-10, 11-7, 9-11, 11-7 
in the women's fi nal. "We would 
like to thank our sponsors and 
partners, especially HCL, MYAS 
and SAI, for their support. Having 
an Indian winner makes it special," 
SRFI Secretary-General Cyrus 
Poncha said in a release.

Nachanekar, Palekar 
and Divecha bag 
double crowns
Mumbai: Mangrish Palekar, Manoj 
Nachanekar, and Naheed Divecha 
bagged double crowns in the G D 
Birla Memorial Masters Inter-
Club badminton Tournament, 
promoted by Badminton Gurukul, 
which concluded at the host club, 
Bombay Gymkhana. Nachanekar 
had a fi ght on his hands against 
Rahul Bhuvad before winning in 
three games, 21-12, 16-21, 21-18 to 
win the professional singles title. 
He and Bhuvad then got together 
in the professional doubles fi nal to 
rally from the loss of the fi rst game 
and defeat Kalpesh Pednekar and 
Sanjay Golbare 20-22, 22-20, 21-17. 
Palekar partnered with Vikrant 
to win the 45 men’s doubles, 
defeating Sushant Shetty and 
Vishal Manchanda 21-14, 21-11. 
He then joined hands with Deepak 
Jaitley to score an equally easy 
21-10, 21-13 win over Nigel D’Sa 
and Rohan Radhakrishnan for the 
85+ men’s doubles title. Naheed 
Divecha won the 75+ women’s 
doubles along with Aparna Popat, 
defeating Palkan Dave and Shweta 
Thakur 21-13, 21-18. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ahmedabad, April 20: Tilak 
Varma played a knock for the 
ages as his maiden IPL centu-
ry turned the corner for Mum-
bai Indians with the fi ve-time 
champions crushing Gujarat 
Titans by 99 runs here Monday.

Spurred by skipper Hardik 
Pandya’s ‘hard talk’ asking 
him to get a move-on during 
the strategic break after he 
scratched his way to 19 off 22 
balls, Tilak changed gears in 
a fl ash to amass 82 off the next 
23 deliveries and end on an un-
beaten 101 off 45 balls.

Mumbai Indians’ 199 for 5 
was good enough as Jasprit 
Bumrah broke his wicket-less 
streak for fi ve matches with a 
fi rst-ball dismissal of Sai Sud-
harsan and GT never recovered 
from there to get all out for 100 
in 15.5 overs.

The introduction of left-arm 
seamer Ashwani Kumar proved 
to be decisive as he snared 4 for 
24 to run through the middle-or-
der along with Mitchell Santner 
(2/16 in 3 overs).

The defeat also exposed the 
chinks in GT armoury, espe-
cially their fragile middle-order 
where they have carried two 
‘non performing assets’ in Ra-
hul Tewatia and M Shahrukh 
Khan for the longest time.

Between them, they played 
24 balls and scored only 25 runs 
and it is baffl ing to see head 
coach Ashish Nehra placing so 
much faith in the mediocre duo.

The win, after four straight 
defeats, took Mumbai Indians 
to seventh place in the points 
table, but more importantly, 
it improved their net run rate 
signifi cantly (+0.067).

MI looked a different out-
fi t till the 14th over when the 
second strategic time out was 
taken. Post that, Tilak did the 
unthinkable to give the total 
respectability, which looked 
improbable after the powerplay 
thanks to an intimidating fi rst 
spell by Kagiso Rabada.

At the strategic time-out 

post 14th over, TV camer-
as caught skipper Pandya 
animatedly telling some-
thing to Tilak, who had 
looked unconvincing till 
that point of time and was 
occasionally booed by the 
Motera crowd.

But after that break, one saw 
the Tilak that one has always 
known as he threw the kitch-
en sink at GT’s fastest bowlers. 
Prasidh Krishna went for 19, 
and new pace sensation Ashok 
Sharma was toyed with for 26 
runs.

Before Monday’s innings, 
Tilak’s poor form was one of 
the talking points as he man-
aged only 43 in the previous 
fi ve outings. In all, he hit eight 
fours and seven sixes on the 
day, with a few over covers 
and some hit down the ground.

Pandya (15 off 16 balls) 
did push Tilak but hard-
ly did anything of note 
himself in their 81-run 

stand off only 38 balls. The 
last six overs yielded 96 runs, 
largely due to the ever incon-
sistent Prasidh Krishna (1/54 
in 4 overs), who gave away 41 
in his fi nal two overs.

This was after Rabada 
(3/33 in 4 overs) got the ball 
to seam at a quick clip as 
he blew the top-order away 
inside powerplay to ensure 
that it would be another day 
of below par total for the 
five-time champions who 
had been looking completely 
out of sorts until then.

Brief scores: 
Mumbai Indians 199/5 in 20 
overs (Tilak Varma not out 101, 

Naman Dhir 45; Kagiso Rabada 
3/33, Mohammed Siraj 1/25) beat 
Gujarat Titans 100 all out in 15.5 
overs (Washington Sundar 26; 
Ashwani Kumar 4/24, Mitchell 
Santner 2/16) by 99 runs

Tilak ton scripts MI turnaround

TODAY'S MATCH
    

SRH DCvs

TIME: 7:30 PM
Star Sports channels & JioHotstar

TEAMS P W L NRR PTS

IPL STANDINGS

PBKS 6 5 0 1.420 11

RCB 6 4 2 1.171 8

RR 6 4 2 0.599 8

SRH 6 3 3 0.566 6

DC 5 3 2 0.310 6

GT 6 3 3 -0.821 6

MI 6 2 4 0.067 4

CSK 6 2 4 -0.780 4

LSG 6 2 4 -1.173 4

KKR 7 1 5 -0.879      3

IPL


