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Bhubaneswar, April 23:
Highlighting that Odisha is 
rapidly emerging as a hub for 
industry, investment, technol-
ogy and innovation, Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi said 
Thursday that entrepreneurs 
are not just successful business-
persons but role models whose 
stories inspire the younger 
generation to dream big and 

achieve success through disci-
pline, honesty and hard work.

Speaking as the chief guest at 
the Business Eminence Awards 
2026, organised by Dharitri
and OrissaPOST at Swosti Pre-
mium here, the CM highlight-
ed Odisha’s shift from a state 
known primarily for its rich 
culture, heritage, and natural 
resources to one emerging as 
a major force on the global in-
dustrial and technological map.

“We are at a transformative 
juncture. Odisha is no longer 
limited to its cultural identity 
and natural wealth—it is becom-
ing a key player in global indus-
try and technology,” he said.

The CM attributed the state’s 
growth trajectory to its inher-
ent strengths, including abun-
dant natural resources, a long 
coastline, strategic geographical 
location, a skilled youth popu-
lation, stable governance, and 

the resilient spirit of its people.
Outlining an ambitious road-

map, Majhi said Odisha aims to 
build a $500 billion economy by 
2036 and expand further to a $1.5 
trillion economy by 2047, posi-
tioning itself as a major growth 
engine of a developed India.

He noted that both large in-
dustries and small enterprises 
are being encouraged under 
the government’s policies. This 
balanced approach, he said, is 

drawing investors from across 
the country and abroad.

Congratulating the organ-
isers, Majhi praised the news-
papers’ Editor Tathagata Satp-
athy for instituting the awards 
that recognise entrepreneurs 
contributing to the state’s eco-
nomic and industrial growth. 
He said such recognitions go 
beyond celebrating success, 
highlighting the courage, perse-
verance, and innovation of in-

dividuals who inspire society.
About Dharitri, Majhi said it 

has consistently refl ected the 
aspirations of modern Odisha, 
particularly the youth. Under 
Satpathy’s leadership, he add-
ed, it has evolved into a widely 
relevant platform with a dis-
tinctive style and broad read-
ership. He lauded the launch 
of the awards during the chal-
lenging period of the Covid-19 
pandemic, calling it a vision-
ary initiative that honoured 
entrepreneurs who sustained 
businesses and protected live-
lihoods during uncertain times.

Highlighting infrastructure and 
policy support, the CM said Odis-
ha is benefi ting from strong back-
ing under PM Narendra Modi’s 
‘Purvodaya’ vision. The CM said, 
“The focus remains on creating 
an investment-friendly ecosystem 
that generates employment and 
benefi ts people across sectors.”

Praising the awardees, he said, 
“You (entrepreneurs) are not just 
successful businesspersons but 
role models whose stories inspire 
the younger generation to dream 
big and achieve success through 
discipline, honesty, and hard 
work.” Concluding his address, 
the CM called for collective ef-
forts from government, industry, 
academia, media, and citizens to 
build a prosperous, self-reliant, 
and resilient Odisha.

Attending the event as the 
chief speaker, Industries Min-
ister Sampad Chandra Swain 
said Odisha is rapidly emerg-
ing as a preferred investment 
destination due to its indus-
try-friendly environment and 
progressive policies. Contd...P5
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When Trump called us a 
hellhole, which model did he 
mean... Gujarat or Bengal?
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Entrepreneurs inspire youth to dream big: CM

SUCCESS MANTRA: Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi delivers his speech at Business Eminence Awards 2026 organised by Dharitri and OrissaPOST at Swosti Premium in Bhubaneswar, 
Thursday, as Industries Minister Sampad Chandra Swain and the newspapers’ Editor Tathagata Satpathy look on  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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Mumbai, April 23: The rupee 
extended its losing streak for 
the fourth consecutive session, 
settling 23 paise lower at 94.01 
Thursday and breached the 
94-level for the second time in 
a month amid soaring crude 
oil prices as West Asia peace 
talks moved to an uncertain 
trajectory.

Massive selling of domestic 
equities and incessant with-
drawal of foreign funds amid 
rising worldwide demand for 
the American currency fur-
ther weighed on the domes-
tic unit, which has lost over 
1 per cent in a week, forex 
traders said.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 94.03 and hit an in-
tra-day low of 94.17 against 
the greenback. It also touched 
the day’s high of 93.98 before 
ending at 94.01 against the US 
dollar, logging a loss of 23 paise 
from the previous closing level.

Rupee breaches 94



Los Angeles: Indian fi lmmaker Payal 
Kapadia, whose fi lm All We Imagine 

as Light bagged the Grand Prix 
at the 77th Cannes Film Fes-

tival, is set to return to the 
festival.

However, this time, 
she will serve as presi-
dent of the jury for the 

65th edition of Critics’ Week 
in Cannes Film Festival, re-
ports Variety.

She will be joined on the 
jury by Quebecois actor 

Théodore Pellerin, sing-
er-songwriter 
Oklou, Ghan-
aian-Brit-
ish produ-
cer Ama 
Ampadu 

and jour-

nalist and director of the Bangkok World Film Festival 
Donsaron Kovitvanitcha.

Payal Kapadia has, over the course of six short and 
feature-length fi lms, “crafted a body of work where poet-
ry contrasts with her unfl inching political take on her 
country” Critics’ Week said in a statement.

“This duality underpins the power of her cinema, a 
universe that summons all forms to convey folk myths, 
and bring to the fore invisible lives, class struggle, 

and the realities of women’s lives”, they 
added.

As per Variety, after studying dir-
ecting at the Film & Television In-
stitute of India in Pune, her short 
fi lms Afternoon Clouds and And 
What Is the Summer Saying were 
selected at the Cinéfondation and 
the Berlinale.

Her fi rst feature documentary 
A Night of Knowing Nothing was 
selected at the Directors’ Fort-

night in 2021 and won L’Oeil d’Or 
for Best Documentary. In 2024, 

the Cannes Film Fes-
tival awarded the 
Grand Prix to her 
second feature, 

All We Imagine 
as Light.

IANS

Mumbai: Actress Rashami 
Desai has spoken up on her 
epiphany about life when she 
realised that there’s more to 
life than just the work.

In an emotional moment on 
Rashami Ke Dil Se Dil Tak, 
the actress was seen getting 
emotional as she refl ected on 
life beyond work and her growing desire to 

build a family of her own. The heartfelt 
exchange unfolded during a special 
interaction on the podcast with 
Dipika Kakar and Shoaib 
Ibrahim, whose bond 

left a lasting impact on 
Rashami.

Witnessing Dipika’s 
strength and positiv-
ity, especially in 
the face of per-
sonal health 

struggles, deeply 
touched Rashami during the podcast. 

What moved her even more was 
the unwavering support 

Shoaib extends 
to Dipika, a 
partnership 

rooted in love, 
strength, and com-

panionship, some-
thing that became a 

defi ning moment for 
Rashami on the show.

Speaking on the 
podcast, Rashami 

shared, “Seeing 
Dipika and Shoaib 

together really moved 
me. The way a family, 

your partner, your child, 
becomes your strength in 

the toughest times is some-
thing I felt very deeply. It made 

me realize that there is so much 
more to life than just work”.  IANS

n

Mumbai: Alia Bhatt recently shared a 
heartfelt glimpse into her personal life, 
expressing a strong hope for her daughter 
Raha Kapoor. In a candid conversation, 
the actor revealed that she would love to 
see her three-year-old grow up to become 
an athlete.

Alia spoke fondly about Raha’s natural 
energy and spirited personality, describing 
her as highly active and competitive even at 
a young age. She noted that her daughter’s 
constant movement and enthusiasm already 
hint at an inclination towards sports. For 
Alia, the idea of Raha becoming an athlete is 
rooted not just in physical ability but also in 
the values that sports instill, discipline, resili-
ence and teamwork.

She also connected this aspiration to her own 
belief in collaboration and collective effort. Whether 
in parenting or fi lmmaking, Alia emphasised the im-
portance of working together, learning from different 
perspectives and embracing challenges. She shared that 
she appreciates environments where opinions are ex-
changed freely rather than simply agreed upon.

Through her words, Alia painted a picture of a mother 
who encourages individuality and strength, hoping 

her daughter channels her boundless energy 
into a path that builds confi dence, in-

dependence, and a strong sense of 
self.
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Ganesha sees you taking 
a day off from your work 
and immersing your self in domestic 
activities. A lot of time will be spent 
blissfully with your family folk chatting 
away or doing this and that. The idea of 
getting your interiors redone and give 
your house a new look will surely occur 
to you. Instead of doing things on your 
own, it is very likely you will engage a 
professional for the job.

You will be faced with a slew 
of demands from various 
people today, and you will 
fi nd it diffi cult to meet all of them. How-
ever, you will be able to meet the require-
ments that need to be met to salvage the 
day. People will praise your intelligence 
and creativity, says Ganesha.

You are advised to be more 
attentive to your work 
today. You will try to do the 
best work possible by putting in your 
maximum efforts. However, the results 
might turn out to be lower than your ex-
pectations. You need to be wary of exces-
sive expenses or fi nancial loss today. You 
need to escape losses today by keeping 
your wits above you, says Ganesha.

Ganesha foretells that your 
writing abilities will help you 
give vent to your emotions 
without hurting others. You will fi nish all 
your incomplete tasks successfully. Gane-
sha says that you will experience success 
in everything that you choose to do today.

It's time to infl uence people 
and win their hearts whether 
it's your crush, love or your 
boss. You may be eager to express 
your feelings for them. At work, you are 
likely to work actively and kick start the 
projects in the pipeline. Ganesha, advises 
your to keep your eyes and ears open.

Tough times do not last, but 
tough people do, remember 
this fact and move ahead in 
life. Try to make the complicated life sim-
pler by your optimistic approach. Speak 
up when it is required and don't get 
bogged down by unnecessary pressure.

The hassle and bustle around 
you will not disturb you today. 
You've been holding your emo-
tions in your heart and they have started 
suffocating you. Such an uncomfortable 
situation may hamper your logical reason-
ing power and make you feel trapped. But, 
this too shall pass. You will easily come out 
of the negative zone and move ahead on 
the path, foretells Ganesha.

You will go through some 
heavy mood swings today. 
And the people who know 
you well will get shocked and fi nd it dif-
fi cult to deal with you. Keep your guards 
on, and don't take uncalled-for decisions, 
advises Ganesha, rather get your current 
assignments cross the fi nishing line.

There is a thick chance that 
your day will be profi table 
on the monetary front. 
Money may pour in from business or even 
through overseas investments. Your knack 
for good public relations and networking 
will work to your benefi t and good deals 
will come from far and unexpected sourc-
es as well. Reap the benefi ts and make the 
most of your contacts, says Ganesha.

Ganesha says today is a good 
day to renovate your home. 
You will be able to decorate your home 
artistically because of your designing 
skills. The atmosphere at your home will 
be a happy one with the arrival of guests. 
You will make plans to go for a picnic with 
close friends or relatives. Ganesha wishes 
you all the very best for your future.

You will tackle with ease, 
even the most confounding 
challenges. You may be the scape-
goat, fears Ganesha, as it shakes you and 
lowers your self-confi dence. But shake off 
your weaknesses and obtain Lots of energy.

Today you will have to give 
in to your spouse's demands 
for improving the environ-
ment at home. In your own interest it will 
be advisable, says Ganesha, to hasten the 
measures needed to be taken and stay 
focussed on them as you are the one who 
is guilty of neglect.
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WOMEN IN MOTION AWARD FOR 
JULIANNE MOORE AT CANNES 

ANNE HATHAWAY ON HER 
‘LONGEST AWKWARD PHASE’

The Academy Award-winning actress and ac-
tivist Julianne Moore is set to be feted with 
the Women in Motion award at this year’s 
Cannes Film Festival. The Women in Motion 
award celebrates female artistes whose 
careers and commitment have advanced the 
role of women both in cinema and in society

Anne Hathaway, who is awaiting the release 
of her upcoming fi lm The Devil Wears Prada 
2, has shared that her awkward phase lasted 
decades. Owing to her stress and anxiety 
around communicating, she found solace in 
acting, where she could memorise all of her 
lines, reports People magazine
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PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    
Alia’s 

big wish

Mumbai: 
Actress Sai Tam-

hankar, who is cur-
rently seen on the show 
Matka King, has spoken about 
how, while typecasting remains a 
huge challenge in the Hindi fi lm indus-
try, it often stems from success itself, where 
memorable performances lead to repeated offers of 
similar roles.  

Sai, who has showcased her talent in diverse projects 
such as Love Sonia, Bhakshak, Agni, Ground Zero, Navarasa 

and Dabba Cartel, to name a few, said that turning down work 
to avoid being pigeon-holed into an image is one of the toughest 
parts of being an actor.

Asked how she navigates being typecast and have there been 
moments where she had to say no to avoid being boxed into a 

certain image, Sai told this news agency: “Yes, there’s a stark 
silver lining of typecast.”

“The thing is, once you do something which is a hit or 
admired by people, your character is a hit, admired by 

people, probably the people who cast you again or ask you 
again for the same thing or same kind of thing, they are 

probably playing it safe and rightfully so.”
However, she thinks for an actor, it is very tough to 

keep saying no to work. “The only way to escape or to 
avoid being typecast is saying no to similar work. 

And that is the toughest part of an actor’s 
job. Especially for me, it’s very tough for 

me to say no to work,” said Sai.
IANS

Rashami refl ects on 
life beyond work

Sai talks 
typecasting

Payal set for 
Cannes return
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Cape Canaveral, April 23: A 
comet which drifted past Earth 
last year from another star like-
ly originated in a cold, remote 
part of the galaxy where no 
solar system had yet formed, 
astronomers said Thursday.

Comet 3I/Atlas is only the 
third confi rmed interstellar vis-
itor, and it may also be the old-
est. Scientists believe it could 
be up to 11 billion years old, 
more than twice the age of sun.

Last October, a team led by 
the University of Michigan 
studied the comet at Chile’s 
ALMA observatory in Atacama 
Desert. The errant but harm-
less iceball was discovered last 

summer, giving NASA and the 
European Space Agency plenty 
of time to aim multiple space 
telescopes at it as it zoomed 

past Mars in October and made 
its closest approach to Earth in 
December. It’s now well past 
Jupiter on its way out of our 

solar system for good, still vis-
ible only to the professionals.

The scientists detected ex-
tremely high amounts of deu-
terium, or heavy hydrogen, in 
the comet’s water. According 
to Teresa Paneque-Carreno of 
the University of Michigan, this 
shows that the comet evolved in 
a far colder environment than 
our own cosmic neighbour-
hood, before stars of our solar 
system even existed.

While our sun may have 
been encircled by other young 
stars as it formed, she suggest-
ed that this comet’s home star 
may have been more isolated, 
resulting in less heating and 
colder temperatures. 

The results were reported in 

Nature Astronomy.
The comet’s specifi c origin 

remains uncertain. Hubble 
Space Telescope estimated the 
size of its nucleus to be between 
a quarter mile and 3.5 miles (440 
metres and 5.6 km. It’s traveling 
at 1,37,000 mph (2,20,000 kph). 

Linking all these “puzzle 
pieces together may give an 
idea of how planet-forming 
conditions were at these early 
times,” Paneque-Carreno wrote 
in an email. Oumuamua, the 
fi rst known interstellar object 
to stray into our celestial back-
yard, was found by a Hawaiian 
telescope in 2017. Comet 2I/Bor-
isov, named for the Crimean 
astronomer who discovered it, 
appeared in 2019.

Interstellar visitor linked to galaxy’s remote edge
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Washington, April 23: United 
States President Donald Trump 
has amplifi ed a provocative cri-
tique of birthright citizenship 
by sharing a video of promi-
nent conservative author and 
radio host Michael Savage, 
who claimed the current legal 
system allows immigrants to 
exploit American laws by ar-
riving in the “ninth month of 
their pregnancy”.

In the footage, Savage argued 
that such practices create a 
loophole where “a baby here 
becomes an instant citizen, 
and then they bring the entire 
family in from China or India 
or some other hellhole on the 
planet.”

The footage, originally aired 
on Newsmax series The Sav-
age Nation, was highlighted 
by the “Commentary Donald 
J Trump Posts From Truth So-
cial” account, which serves as 
a platform dedicated to repost-
ing the President’s social media 
activity.

In the clip, Savage expressed 
deep frustration with the judi-
cial process, stating, “Today’s 
brief, abbreviated discussion 
will be about the arguments 
that I just listened to before 
the Supreme Court about 
birthright citizenship. I was 
somewhat incensed by listen-
ing to the arguments because 
all I heard was legalese being 
bandied back and forth.”

Focusing his criticism on the 
legal representation involved, 
Savage remarked that “the 

person bringing the arguments 
in favour of fl ooding America 
with illegal aliens to change 
the demographics forever was 
a Chinese American who looks 
to me like the classic ACLU at-
torney. Very smart, very evil, 
and very devious.”

However, Trump later put 
out a message saying, “India 
is a great country with a very 
good friend of mine at the top,” 
the spokesperson of the US em-
bassy said.

The spokesperson’s state-
ment came in response to 
queries from the Indian media 
about the controversy.

Trump calls India, China 
‘hellholes’, then retracts

MANIPUR UNREST: Security personnel inspect a burnt motorcycle following tension in Kanglatongbi area of Imphal West district in Manipur, Thursday. Supporters of a shutdown called by the United Naga Council allegedly detained 
two teenagers from Kuki community for violating the bandh and set the motorcycle they were riding on fi re  PTI PHOTO
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Kolkata/Chennai, April 23: 

West Bengal (WB) registered 
a record voter turnout of 92.72 
per cent in the fi rst phase of 
Assembly polls Thursday amid 
sporadic incidents of violence, 
while Tamil Nadu (TN) record-
ed unprecedented voting of 85.14 
per cent as the BJP pushed to 
unseat Mamata Banerjee in 
Bengal and expand in the South.

In the fi rst phase, 152 constitu-
encies in WB went to polls, while 
voting for the 234-member TN 
Assembly was held in one go. 
The elections are taking place 
against the backdrop of a mas-
sive political row over the SIR 
of the electoral rolls, a major 
fl ashpoint between the BJP and 
opposition parties, including the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC).

In WB, the BJP is eyeing to 
wrest power from Banerjee-led 
TMC, which seeks a fourth 
straight term in a state the saf-
fron party has never governed, 
and in TN, key contenders are 
the ruling DMK and main oppo-
sition AIADMK, while actor-pol-
itician Vijay-led TVK and Tamil 
nationalist Seeman-led NTK are 
putting up a determined fi ght.

Terming the massive voter 
turnout in Bengal “an over-
whelming mandate for change”, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said that May 4, when votes will 
be counted, would mark the “ex-

piry” of the “TMC’s 15-year-old 
syndicate system and maha jun-
gle raj” in WB, while Banerjee 
asserted that polling held so far 
in the fi rst phase indicates “the 
TMC is already in a position to 

win”, and her party predicts a 
win in 125-134 seats out of 152 
constituencies.

The second phase for the 
remaining 142 of 294 seats in 
WB will be held April 29. The 
counting for four states and one 
UT - Kerala, Assam, WB, TN and 
Puducherry - will be held May 4.

Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar said the voter 
turnout in the fi rst phase of the 
WB Assembly polls was the 
state’s “highest-ever percentage 
since Independence”.

Polling across 152 constitu-
encies in 16 districts remained 

brisk through the day, with long 
queues at booths, particularly 
in rural belts, refl ecting intense 
mobilisation by both camps in 
what is being seen as a crucial 
early test of strength.

Reports of clashes, allegations 
of intimidation and attacks on 
candidates - including two from 
the BJP - from several constituen-
cies prompted the Election Com-
mission to seek detailed reports 
even as it maintained that polling 
in WB was “largely peaceful”.

In TN, the contest is primar-
ily between the DMK-led Secu-
lar Progressive Alliance against 
the AIADMK-led NDA. CM MK 
Stalin centred his campaign 
around the “Dravidian Model” 
of governance and accused the 
AIADMK of being controlled 
by the BJP in Delhi. AIADMK 
General Secretary Edappadi 
K Palaniswami is fi ghting to 
return to the treasury benches 
after fi ve years.
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Bhubaneswar, April 23: Fol-
lowing reports of attacks on 
offi cials engaged in the fi rst 
phase of Census work, the Rev-
enue and Disaster Management 
(R&DM) department Thursday 
issued a Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for the safe-
ty and security of the on-duty 
functionaries.

In a letter to all District Col-
lectors, SPs and municipal com-
missioners, Additional Chief 
Secretary Arabinda Padhee 
said, “In the past few days, cer-
tain untoward incidents have 
been reported, raising concerns 
regarding the safety and securi-
ty of Census functionaries and 
adversely affecting the Census 
operations.”

Keeping the matter in view, 
Padhee said the state govern-
ment has issued the SOP to 
ensure the safety and security 
of Census functionaries, partic-
ularly at the Enumerator and 
Supervisor (E&S) levels, and 
to facilitate smooth and timely 
completion of Census work.

“The SOP must be strictly 
adhered to during the Census 
operations,” he said.

Padhee mentioned that 
during the fi rst phase of Cen-
sus 2027, under which the E&S 
undertake Houselisting and 
Housing Census till May 15, 
the E&S visit households to 
collect data on housing condi-
tions, household amenities, and 
assets possessed by them.

Suggesting that the authori-
ties ensure that the E&S must 
wear their offi cial ID cards at 
all times and carry their ap-
pointment letters during fi eld 
duties, the SOP said that they 
should avoid working during 
peak heat hours (11am to 3pm) 
and take necessary precautions 
to prevent dehydration and 
heat-related illnesses. 

ORS may be supplied/car-
ried whenever feasible or can 
be provided by the district ad-
ministration. All other precau-
tionary measures to avoid heat 
stroke should be taken by the 
E&S, it said.
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New Delhi, April 23: Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT) has 
issued notices to six cricket 
stadiums across the country, 
including Barabati Stadium in 
Cuttack, asking them to explain 
why their activities should not 
be stopped for failing to disclose 
the source of water used to 
maintain the pitch and grounds.

The apex green body had 
asked several cricket stadi-
ums to provide information 
to the Central Ground Water 
Authority (CGWA), which is 
tabulating the information 
disclosed by them. 

The six stadiums are: Arun 
Jaitley Stadium (Delhi), Shaheed 
Veer Narayan Singh Interna-
tional Stadium (Raipur), Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium (Jaipur), Dr 
DY Patil Stadium (Mumbai), 
Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadi-
um (Lucknow), and Barabati 
Stadium (Cuttack). 

Earlier, NGT heard a plea 
against use of groundwater or 
freshwater to maintain cricket 
grounds instead of the sewage 
treatment plant (STP)-treated 
water, and against not install-
ing rainwater harvesting sys-
tems for groundwater storage, 
discharge and restoration.

Govt issues SOP for 
safety of Census staff

Barabati Stadium, fi ve 
others get NGT notice

Record turnout in 
Bengal, Tamil Nadu
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New Delhi, April 23: The 
CBSE Thursday announced 
that the second board exam-
inations for Class X will be held 
from May 15 to May 21.

According to the datesheet 
issued by the Central Board of 
Secondary Education (CBSE), 
the examination cycle will begin 
with the mathematics (standard 
and basic) paper May 15, followed 
by English (communicative) and 
English (language and literature) 
May 16. The science examination 
will be conducted May 18.

A cluster of language and 
elective subjects, including 
Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Bang-
la, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, 
Gujarati and several foreign 
languages, has been scheduled 
for May 19. The other subjects 
lined up on the same day in-
clude home science and select 
vocational courses. On May 20, 
students will appear for San-
skrit, painting, information 
technology and artifi cial intelli-
gence papers, followed by social 
science, the last exam, May 21.

CBSE Class X 2nd board 
exams from May 15-21
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New Tehri (Uttarakhand), 

April 23: Eight people died 
and two others suffered inju-
ries when a utility pickup ve-
hicle skidded off the road and 
fell into a 300-metre deep gorge 
near Chamba in Tehri district 
Thursday, offi cials said.

The accident occurred around 
2:15pm near Nail village on the 
Chamba-Koti Colony Road. The 
victims, all of them from Thyold-
har village in the Ghansali, were 
returning home from a funeral, 
when the driver lost control of 
the vehicle, Tehri District Mag-
istrate Nitika Khandelwal said. 
The accident was reported to 
the police via the Dial 112 emer-
gency service, after which two 
ambulances and rescue teams 

were immediately dispatched 
to the spot. The police and State 
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) 
teams recovered eight bodies 
and took the injured to a near-
by hospital. The victims were 
returning home after perform-
ing the last rites of 65-year-old 
Sampat Lal in Haridwar.

The deceased included Sam-
pat Lal’s son Prem Lal and driv-
er Shiv Singh.

8 killed as vehicle 
plunges into gorge

New Delhi: India Thursday 
described as “uninformed” 
and “inappropriate” a social 
media repost by US President 
Donald Trump that referred 
to India and some other coun-
tries as “hellholes” in the 
context of immigration.

“We have seen the com-
ments, as also the subsequent 
statement issued by the US 
embassy in response,” Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal said.

“The remarks are obvious-
ly uninformed, inappropri-
ate and in poor taste. They 
certainly do not refl ect the 
reality of the India-US rela-
tionship, which has long been 
based on mutual respect and 
shared interests,” he said.

INDIA: REMARKS 
‘INAPPROPRIATE’

WB - 92.72%
TN - 85.14%  

Enthusiastic voters at a booth in West Bengal, Thursday



M ost schoolchildren learn that the Earth is roughly 25,000 miles 
around (40,000 kilometres). They do not learn that the global 
economy depends on just 100 of those miles.

Blocking two narrow waterways—the Strait of Hormuz and the Tai-
wan Strait—can send the economy back in time, if not to the Stone 
Age that US President Donald Trump has been threatening to bomb 
Iran back to, then at least to the mid-20th century, before the Rolling 
Stones fi rst hit the airwaves.

Over the past month and a half, Iran has turned the Strait of Hormuz, 
which is about 21 miles wide at its narrowest point, into a fl oating 
shooting gallery. Shipping traffi c has plunged, with tankers loitering 
nervously while Iranian speedboats and drones play pirate. The stand-
still has throttled the world economy, as a large share of the world’s 
oil and liquefi ed natural gas transits through the Strait.

This is not just a Middle East quagmire. It’s a live-fi re dress rehears-
al for confl ict in Asia, offering China a battle plan for Taiwan. The 
Taiwan Strait, which is about 81 miles wide at its narrowest point, is 
like the Persian chokepoint but for semiconductors. Taiwan’s TSMC 
fabricates more than 90% of the world's most advanced chips—the 
“brains” of AI data centres, fi ghter jets, and smartphones.

The United States, alarmed at the nation-
al-security vulnerabilities posed by foreign 
chips, passed the 2022 CHIPS and Science Act 
to lure producers to build factories stateside. 
Despite plans for new fabrication facilities 
in Texas, Ohio, and New York, the US still 
depends heavily on chip imports—as do most 
other countries. Thus, a Chinese blockade 
or invasion of Taiwan would starve the 21st 
century’s technological nervous system. 
Global losses could hit $10 trillion. That is 
not a recession; it is a supply-chain cardiac 
arrest.

President Xi Jinping does not want to be 
remembered in China’s 4,000-year history 
as the guy who built better car batteries 
than Elon Musk. Tesla knockoffs are mere 
trinkets. Xi wants to achieve what Mao Ze-
dong promised: one China, no asterisks, no 
renegade island thumbing its nose at the 
Communist leadership. He wants to break 
a 75-year stalemate by dragging Chiang Kai-
shek's heirs back into the fold.

Deterrence evaporates if Xi believes that 
America might hesitate, muddle through, 
or bargain following an attack on Taiwan. 
If the world’s mightiest navy cannot reli-
ably escort tankers past a battered regional 
power, whose own fl eet has been reduced to 
cigarette boats you would rent on a summer 
holiday in Nantucket, why would Xi con-
clude that the US will risk aircraft carriers, 
submarines, and thousands of American 
lives to break a Chinese blockade of Taiwan?

In such a case, Taiwan suddenly looks 
less like a fortress and more like a question 
mark. Game theorists call it a question of 
“credible commitment”—your opponent 
must believe that you will follow through, 
or the payoff matrix collapses.

History is a harsh tutor to the hesitant. 
When Mussolini tested the League of Nations 
over Ethiopia and found it toothless, Hitler 
took note. After Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser seized the 
Suez Canal in 1956, Britain and France folded when Eisenhower arched 
a skeptical brow. More recently, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
goose-stepped into Crimea after President Obama blinked when Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad used chemical weapons—allegedly a red 
line. Credibility, once squandered, cannot be easily restocked at the 
corner market.

The remedy is straightforward, painful, and overdue. America must 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz decisively and visibly: escorts, mine-
sweepers, strikes on launch sites, and seizure or annihilation of Iran's 
tollbooth islands, Abu Musa and the Greater and Lesser Tunbs. Once 
the Strait is secure, the US should send in the tall ships that grace New 
York Harbor every Fourth of July. Nothing says “open for business” 
like 18th-century sailboats cruising through the shipping lane past 
smoldering Iranian artillery nests.

In the longer term, the US must accelerate shipbuilding, replenish 
precision munitions, and support more pipelines in Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, and beyond. In 2020, Greece, Egypt, the Pales-
tinian National Authority, and Israel—governments that rarely agree 
on anything—established the East Mediterranean Gas Forum with 
other regional powers to exploit newly discovered gas fi elds. Unfortu-
nately, President Joe Biden’s administration withdrew US support for 
the proposed pipeline from Israel to Europe. But this is precisely the 
type of project that could reduce dependence on the Strait of Hormuz.

The choice is stark: reopen the Strait by force or watch Xi pencil in 
a Taiwan invasion date, all while European diplomats issue strongly 
worded epistles. By rebuffi ng Trump’s calls for backup, Europe has 
revealed itself as a free rider, loath to defend the global economy. And 
this despite America long serving as the world’s marine-traffi c cop, 
keeping sea lanes open so that European and Asian countries—in-
cluding China—could gorge on cheap energy and hawk their wares 
on any continent.

The good news is that the US still has the world’s most lethal navy 
and the economic muscle to outlast any rival. Iran handed the Trump 
administration the equivalent of a practice test. Taiwan is the fi nal 
exam. Xi and his leadership team have been studying Trump’s steps 
before the Iran war and throughout. With the stakes so high, Trump’s 
mercurial mind and unpredictable moves may be less a fl aw than a 
strategic asset.

The writer is a former White House director 
of economic policy under President George 

HW Bush and managing director 
of the Tiger hedge fund. 
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R
eading the inscru-
table mind of PM 
Narendra Modi is 
always a hazardous 

exercise. Which is why it re-
mains unclear why the BJP-led 
government chose this moment 
to revisit the implementation of 
the women’s reservation law, 
passed with much fanfare in 
2023. Was it aimed at short-term 
electoral gains in West Bengal? 
A diversion from economic anx-
ieties amid a volatile West Asia 
crisis? Or an attempt to reclaim 
the narrative and reinforce Mo-
di’s projection as a champion of 
nari shakti?

Whatever the intent, the polit-
ical consequences have been sig-
nifi cant. What began as a debate 
over women’s representation 
has quickly reopened a far more 
contentious question: delimita-
tion—and with it, the spectre of 
a North-South divide that India 
has long sought to contain.

Telangana CM Revanth Red-
dy has warned that any move to 
disadvantage southern states 
could trigger an “unprecedent-
ed agitation.” Tamil Nadu CM 
MK Stalin, in the midst of a 
high stakes election, has struck 
a similar note. Is this political 
alarmism? Or a refl ection of a 
deeper structural anxiety?

The uncomfortable answer is: 
both. Start with the numbers. 
Population growth in northern 
states has far outpaced that 
of the south over the past fi ve 
decades. Tamil Nadu, Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
invested early in public health, 
education and family planning, 
stabilising population growth 
well before much of the Hindi 
heartland. If constituencies are 
redrawn strictly on the basis of 
population—as the Constitution 
envisages—the south’s share of 
Lok Sabha seats will inevitably 
decline after the 2026 Census. 
This is demographic reality, 
not political rhetoric.

But delimitation itself is not 
illegitimate. It rests on the dem-
ocratic principle of equal repre-
sentation—one person, one vote. 
The freeze on parliamentary 
seats was always a temporary 
political compromise, not a per-

manent arrangement. Sooner 
or later, representation had to 
catch up with population shifts. 
The real problem lies elsewhere: 
in politics, and in trust.

When Home Minister Amit 
Shah fl oated the idea of a 50% 
uniform increase across states 
in Lok Sabha seats, it could 
have been the basis of a work-
able compromise—expand the 
pie so that no region loses out 
in absolute terms. But the pro-
posal came late, and sounded re-
active. In a reform of this scale, 
consensus and credibility built 
through a painstaking outreach 
to all stakeholders matters. 

This is where the Modi gov-
ernment misstepped and got its 
timing wrong. A pre-emptive 
all-party consultation, involv-
ing CMs across regions, could 
have built trust and shared 
ownership. Instead, the impres-
sion—fair or otherwise—is of 
decisions being framed fi rst and 
explained later. In a federal sys-
tem, perception is power. And 
the perception of unilateralism 
feeds a deeper southern anxiety: 
that a numerically dominant 
north could, over time, reshape 
national priorities. Yet, reduc-
ing this to a simple north versus 
south binary is both lazy and 
misleading.

Even as the south fears po-
litical marginalisation, it has 
quietly consolidated infl uence 
elsewhere. Economically, south-
ern states are India’s growth 
engines, contributing dispro-
portionately to GDP, exports 
and tax revenues. Cities like 

Bengaluru, Chennai and Hy-
derabad are deeply embedded 
in global innovation networks. 
If Parliament refl ects popula-
tion, the economy increasingly 
refl ects performance—and here, 
the south leads.

Social indicators tell a similar 
story. On literacy, healthcare 
and human development, the 
south consistently outperforms 
much of the country. It now fac-
es a paradox: the prospect of los-
ing political weight because it 
succeeded where others lagged. 
That is not an easy argument to 
sell politically. At the same time, 
India’s lived reality resists neat 
regional divides. Cultural and 
social integration is deepening 
in ways politics often overlooks.

Consider the near-devotion-
al following of Ranchi’s MS 
Dhoni in Chennai through the 
Chennai Super Kings. Or the 
pan-India success of RRR, which 
transcended language barriers 
to become a shared cultural 
moment. Add migration fl ows—
north Indians in southern tech 
hubs, southern professionals 
moving north—and the picture 
that emerges is of an India far 
more interconnected than its 
politics admits. But cultural 
cohesion cannot substitute for 
political reassurance.

The BJP, to its credit, has 
made a concerted push to ex-
pand in the south—electorally 
and organisationally. Yet op-
tics have limits. Symbolism—
whether sartorial or rhetori-
cal—cannot address a structural 
trust defi cit. PM Modi dressed 

in a traditional mundu visit-
ing the Gurvayur temple is a 
fi ne photo-op but not enough to 
overcome deep-rooted appre-
hensions. 

Because the unease over 
delimitation is not just about 
seats. It is about voice—about 
whether regions that have con-
tributed signifi cantly to India’s 
growth will retain commensu-
rate infl uence in shaping its 
future. That question demands 
more than reassurance. It de-
mands imagination.

Can India evolve a hybrid 
model of representation—one 
that, while anchored in popu-
lation, acknowledges perfor-
mance, fi scal contribution or 
human development in some 
limited way? Any such idea 
will be contested. But refusing 
to engage with the question 
risks deepening the divide. Ulti-
mately, delimitation is not just a 
technical exercise in redrawing 
boundaries. It is a test of India’s 
federal compact. Mishandled, 
it could harden regional fault 
lines into political fractures. 
Managed with sensitivity, it 
could strengthen the Union by 
making it more inclusive and 
consultative.

The women’s reservation de-
bate may have been the trigger. 
But it has exposed something 
deeper: a growing unease over 
how power will be distributed 
in the years ahead. This is not 
just about arithmetic. It is about 
trust. And in a country as di-
verse as India, once trust frays, 
no formula—however mathe-
matically sound—can hold the 
system together.

Postscript: Revanth Reddy 
has suggested an alternative 
delimitation model—expand 
representation at the state and 
local levels rather than in Par-
liament. India, he argues, needs 
more MLAs and corporators to 
deliver better governance, not 
necessarily more MPs. It’s an 
idea worth debating—if only be-
cause it may be less combustible 
and polarising than reopening a 
north-south divide. 

The writer is a senior 
journalist and author. 
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Tale of Two Straits 

SPECTRUM WEATHER

Early summer & impending El Nino

Horrifi c crime

Sir, The rape and murder of an IRS offi cer's daugh-
ter in Delhi has sent shockwaves across the nation, 
exposing alarming gaps in urban safety. Reports of 
the accused committing similar crimes in quick suc-
cession within the NCR point to a dangerous pattern 
that demands the strongest legal response. Beyond 
punishment, systemic prevention is critical. Man-
datory police verifi cation of domestic workers and 
service providers must be strictly enforced across 
all residential societies. A robust identifi cation or 
coding system—similar to structured vendor track-
ing models used in sensitive regions—should be im-
plemented nationwide to ensure traceability and 
accountability. District authorities must conduct 
surprise inspections to ensure compliance. Protect-
ing vulnerable groups—children, elderly and those 
living alone—cannot be left to chance; it must be 
guaranteed through strict enforcement, vigilance 
and zero tolerance for lapses..  

RS Narula, PATIALA

Genius discovers a system; 
average talent stereotypes it till 
it is shattered by fresh genius.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

A TRUST DEFICIT
POLITICS

I ndia is likely to see be-
low-average monsoon 
rains for the fi rst time in 

three years in 2026, the govern-
ment stated recently, stoking 
concerns over farm output and 
growth in Asia’s third largest 
economy as it battles infl ation 
due to the West Asian confl ict. 
It is well-known that the mon-
soon is the lifeblood of the coun-
try’s nearly $4 trillion economy, 
delivering almost 70% of the 
rainfall needed to water farms 
and replenish aquifers and res-
ervoirs. 

 As per IMD, the monsoon 
is expected to reach 92% of the 
long-period average (LPA) this 
year. This happens to be the 
lowest in nearly three decades 
though an updated outlook is 
expected in the last week of 
May. “Currently weak El Ni-
no-like conditions are transi-
tioning to neutral conditions, 
but after June it’s very likely 
that El Nino will develop,” ob-
served Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, 
IMD Director General. 

In the past, 70% of El Nino 
years since 1980 corresponded 
with poor summer monsoons in 
the country. Experts are of the 
opinion that the ongoing West 
Asian crisis coupled with low-
er rainfall may have an adverse 

impact on farm yields as well as 
GDP growth. 

Between 1901 and 2018, In-
dia's average annual tempera-
ture increased by about 0.7°C. 
New temperature-breaking re-
cords have been witnessed with 
2016, 2020 and 2024 being the 
hottest years in the present cen-
tury. However, changing global 
climate and rapid anthropogen-
ic activities can increase and 
amplify heatwaves’ intensity, 
frequency and duration, and 
related events. 

Heatwave like conditions 
this year arrived earlier than 
expected, raising concerns 
among meteorologists, health 
experts, and policymakers. Sev-
eral regions across northern, 
central, and western India have 
already begun experiencing 
unusually high temperatures 
weeks before the traditional 
peak summer period. In fact, 
reports indicated that Febru-
ary 2026 was the 5th warmest 
on record since 1901. 

IMD’s summer 2026 predic-
tion covers maximum and min-
imum temperatures — meaning 
nights won’t cool down either. 
High-risk heatwave zones such 
as Rajasthan, Gujarat, Hary-
ana, Punjab, Bihar, Odisha, 
and Andhra Pradesh may, like 

2024, push peak power demand 
to a then-record 250 GW. The ge-
ography is mapped; the trend 
is clear. What matters now is 
what happens when the heat 
hits at scale. March is when 
India’s wheat crop enters its fi -
nal ripening stage and tempera-
tures spiking above 35°C cause 
heat damage lowering yields.

Power planners project peak 
daytime demand at 275–285 
GW this summer. Cooling load 
alone adds 50–55 GW. Despite 65 
GW of renewables added since 
2024, a 10–12 GW supply gap 
persists during evening peaks. 

Rising global temperatures, 
reduced rainfall, weak weather 
systems, and urban heating ef-
fects are all contributing to the 
early surge in temperatures. 
With the hottest months still 
ahead, preparation and aware-
ness will be critical. Crop loss 
or lesser yields may be an area 
of concern which needs to be se-
riously examined. Water avail-
ability remains a big problem 
and if rainfall is not adequate, 
this may accentuate conditions 
in the agricultural sector. 

India needs to check pol-
lution more seriously as its 
fl agship, National Clean Air 
Programme continues to be 
limited in its scope as it covers 

only a fraction of polluted cit-
ies and over 60% of funds are 
reportedly directed toward 
dust reduction. Structural im-
pediments – vehicular emis-
sions, industrial output, coal 
dependence and agricultural 
burning – remain inadequately 
addressed. Thus, it is necessary 
that pollution control must be 
regionally coordinated and ur-
ban planning must integrate 
air quality considerations to 
reduce heat conditions, at least 
in cities and urban areas.

Governments, communities, 
and individuals must take pro-
active steps to protect health, 
manage water resources, and 
adapt to increasingly extreme 
summer conditions. As climate 
patterns continue to change, 
early heatwaves may become 
more common, making long-
term climate adaptation and 
sustainable urban planning 
increasingly important for 
India's future. But unfortu-
nately, in the urban sector or 
even in the rural areas, green 
cover is steadily withering and 
this needs to be checked. India 
must draw up an effective plan 
to counter extreme heat as well 
as manage situations where 
rainfall is scant.
 INFA

Ultimately, delimitation is not just a technical 
exercise in redrawing boundaries. It is a test of 
India’s federal compact. Mishandled, it could 

harden regional fault lines into political fractures 

IN A COUNTRY 
AS DIVERSE AS 

INDIA, ONCE 
TRUST FRAYS, 

NO FORMULA—
HOWEVER 

MATHEMATICALLY 
SOUND—CAN 

HOLD THE SYSTEM 
TOGETHER

BLOCKING 
TWO NARROW 

WATERWAYS—
THE STRAIT OF 
HORMUZ AND 
THE TAIWAN 

STRAIT—CAN 
SEND THE 

ECONOMY 
BACK IN TIME, 

IF NOT TO 
THE STONE 

AGE THAT US 
PRESIDENT 

DONALD 
TRUMP 

HAS BEEN 
THREATENING 

TO BOMB IRAN 
BACK TO

Rajdeep Sardesai

Todd G. Buchholz

INDIA MUST 
DRAW UP AN 

EFFECTIVE PLAN 
TO COUNTER 

EXTREME 
HEAT AS WELL 

AS MANAGE 
SITUATIONS 

WHERE RAINFALL 
IS SCANT 

Dhurjati Mukherjee

WISDOM CORNER

I do not like the man who squanders life for fame; give me 
the man who living makes a name  
 EMILY DICKINSON

Life is not a series of gig lamps symmetrically arranged; life 
is a luminous halo, a semi-transparent envelope surrounding 
us from the beginning of consciousness to the end 
 VIRGINIA WOOLF

I have learned over the years that when one's mind is made 
up, this diminishes fear; knowing what must be done does 
away with fear
 ROSA PARKS

A silent crisis

Sir, Work-related stress has emerged as a serious global health concern, 
with a recent report by the International Labour Organization (ILO) 
estimating that more than 840,000 people die every year due to health 
conditions linked to psychosocial risks at work. These risks arise not 
from physical hazards, but from the way work is organized and experi-
enced, including excessive workload, long working hours, job insecuri-
ty, and workplace harassment. Continuous exposure to such stressful 
conditions can gradually damage both mental and physical health. The 
report highlights that chronic work stress is strongly associated with 
cardiovascular diseases such as heart attacks and strokes, as well as 
mental health issues like anxiety, depression, and burnout. Over time, 
these conditions can become severe and even life-threatening, showing 
how deeply workplace environment can infl uence overall wellbeing. 
The fi ndings underline the need for urgent attention from employers, 
governments, and society to create healthier work environments. Pro-
moting better work-life balance, ensuring job security, and supporting 
mental health at workplaces are essential steps to reduce this silent 
crisis. Without such measures, work-related stress is likely to continue 
affecting millions of lives worldwide each year. 

Krishna Kumar Vepakomma, HYDERABAD

 FOCUS
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CONTINUATION FROM P1
Swain, who also holds the SD&TE 

portfolio, thanked the newspapers’ Edi-
tor and Chief Executive, Adyasha Satpa-
thy, for organising the award ceremony 
that recognises entrepreneurs contribut-
ing to Odisha’s growth.

He said business offers fl exibility, in-
dependence, and opportunities for inno-
vation, while entrepreneurs also serve 
as social leaders by creating jobs and 
driving positive societal change.

Swain added that, under the leader-
ship of the CM, the state is achieving 
new milestones in industrialisation.

He noted that the state has secured the 
top rank under India Skills and that two 
new World Skill Centers will be set up in 
Sambalpur and Berhampur.

Swain also said the state government 
is extending fi nancial assistance to bud-
ding entrepreneurs to strengthen Odis-

ha’s startup ecosystem.
Earlier, in her welcome address, the 

newspapers’ Chief Executive said, “We 
started the Business Eminence Awards 
in 2021 during the Covid-19 period with 
the aim of encouraging entrepreneurs 
who take risks, create opportunities, and 
generate employment for many others.”

In his vote of thanks, the newspapers’ 
Editor praised the CM and the Indus-
tries Minister for promoting entrepre-
neurship and congratulated the award 
winners for contributing to Odisha’s 
development.

Altogether 18 entrepreneurs were fe-
licitated on the occasion.

The mega event was sponsored by 
MGM Minerals Ltd, Jindal Steel, AM/
NS India, IMFA, MCL, Paradeep Phos-
phates Ltd, Narayani Motors (P) Ltd, 
DION Group, WEFE Internet and TEAM 
Admark.

Entrepreneurs inspire 
youth to dream big: CM

PNN & AGENCIES

Berhampur, April 23: The 
Police Thursday arrested nine 
people, including two family 
members of the deceased, for 
their alleged involvement in 
the abduction and murder of 
a real estate businessman in 
Ganjam district, an offi cer said.

The police arrested the ac-
cused a day after recovering the 
highly decomposed body of the 
victim, identifi ed as Sudhir Ku-
mar Patra (47) of Satyanarayan-
pur, near Gopalpur under Sora-
da police station limits.

The arrested persons in-
cluded Nibedita Patra (23) and 
Tushar Patra (19), the niece 
and nephew of the deceased, 
respectively. They are the main 
accused in the sensational case, 
involving kidnapping for ran-
som, criminal conspiracy, ex-
tortion, destruction of evidence 
and murder, said Niti Sekhar, 
Inspector General of Police 

(IGP), southern range, here.
While Nibedita has complet-

ed her post-graduation, her 
brother is studying his second 
year in BBA, he said.

Preliminary investigation 
has revealed that the property 
dispute between the families of 
the deceased and his brother’s 
was the main cause behind the 
murder, the police said.

The dispute arose after the 
death of Sudhir's brother in 
June last year. Nibedita, the 
prime accused, along with her 
brother, engaged contract kill-
ers for the murder of Sudhir, 
the IGP said. Kalu Charan Prad-
han (28), a male friend of Nibe-
dita, assisted her in arranging 
the contract killers, he said.

The police said the deceased 
was allegedly kidnapped by the 
accused persons April 15 evening 
from Dura at gunpoint, while he 
was returning his home.

They took him near Mathura 
in Polasara and then changed 

the vehicle and took him to 
Ramapada forest near Bugu-
da. The victim was brutally 
assaulted with a wooden plank 
to terrorise him, said Ganjam 
SP Subhendu Patra, who is also 
in-charge SP Berhampur.

The assault was recorded on 
video and sent to his wife The 
accused demanded a ransom of 
`2 crore from her, he said. Due 
to his severe injuries, Sudhir 
succumbed at the spot. After 
his death, they transported 
the body in the car and threw 
it near Ketamani hill to conceal 
evidence and fl ed to different 
places, the police said.

Two cars, a country-made 
7.65mm pistol and 14 mobile 
phones were seized from the 
accused persons. They changed 
their SIM cards frequently 
during the period, said the SP.

He said that some more per-
sons were also involved in the 
murder, and a search was on to 
nab them.

Berhampur bizman murder: 
Niece, nephew, 7 others held

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 23: Heat-
wave conditions continued to 
prevail in the state Thursday, 
with the mercury soaring to 44 
degrees Celsius at two places in 
the western region, the IMD’s 
Bhubaneswar centre said.

Industrial town Jharsuguda 
and coal town Talcher recorded 
a maximum temperature of 44 
degrees Celsius, according to 
the evening bulletin.

As many as 24 places in the 
state recorded temperatures 
of 40 degrees Celsius or above 
during the day.

Titlagarh registered 43.8 de-
grees Celsius, followed by Angul 
and Dhenkanal at 43.5 degrees 
Celsius each, and Hirakud at 
43.4 degrees Celsius. Sambalpur 
and Paralakhemundi recorded 
43 degrees Celsius each.

Bargarh logged 42.6 degrees 
Celsius, while Sundargarh, Nu-
apada and Rourkela recorded 
42.5 degrees Celsius each.

Capital city Bhubaneswar 
sizzled at 42.1 degrees Celsius 
while neighbouring Cuttack 
registered 41.8 degrees Celsius, 
the bulletin said.

Other places where tempera-
tures touched 40 degrees Celsius 
or above include Bolangir (42.3), 
Subarnapur (42.3), Bhawanipat-
na (42), Boudh (41.4), Nayagarh 
(41), Khurda (41), Jagatsinghpur 
(41), Keonjhar (40.9), Phulbani 
(40.6) and Jajpur (40.6). 

KALIMELA: Forest department offi cials seized a 
massive consignment of tortoises at the Motu border 
checkpost in Malkangiri district Wednesday. A total of 
761 tortoises, weighing approximately 2.3 tonnes (2,305 
kg), were confi scated. Authorities estimate the market 
value of the haul to be around `7 lakh. According to 
offi cials, the tortoises were being transported from 

Andhra Pradesh 
into Odisha in a 
Bolero vehicle. Upon 
suspicion, forest 
staff stopped and 
inspected the vehicle, 
uncovering the illicit 
cargo. The driver 
and the vehicle 

were taken into custody. Investigations revealed that 
the destination of the consignment was Shaktipada 
Gain, a wildlife trader from MPV-83 village in the Motu 
police station area. Gain, identified as the prime 
accused, is currently absconding. Forest officials 
confirmed that efforts are underway to trace 
and apprehend him. Motu Forester Murulidhar 
Anugulia stated that the crackdown forms part of 
a wider campaign against wildlife trafficking. He 
added that enforcement will be intensified to curb 
illegal trade in protected species.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhograi, April 23: Voters from about 
12 villages in Balasore district and some 
border villages in Mayurbhanj district, 
reportedly cast their votes for the As-
sembly polls in West Bengal Thursday.

As per reports, more than 300 voters 
from Ward No-18 of Shankhamedi village 
under Balasore’s Bhograi block reported-
ly voted in the Ramnagar Assembly con-
stituency under West Bengal’s East Mid-
napur district. They cast their votes at 
polling stations in Bagbrajkishorepur and 
West Santeshwarpur primary schools.

Similarly, voters from border villages 
including Udaypur, Sahabajipur, Dak-
shina Sarisa, Bajitpur, Narasinghpur, 
Ganeshwarpur, Panishandha, Upula and 
Sagada Sahi are said to have bypassed 
security arrangements to vote in West 
Bengal constituencies.

In the Jaleswar Assembly constitu-
ency, voters from Raibania and other 
adjoining villages also reportedly cast 

votes in polling stations of West Mid-
napore district, sources said.

The border dispute between Odisha’s 
Balasore district and West Bengal’s Pur-
ba (East) Midnapore district has been 
persisting since 1978. However, villagers 
claim the dispute started much earlier. 
According to local residents, the Odisha 
government has stopped collecting land 
revenue from Sankhamedi since 1962, 
leaving them in a legal limbo.

Bhograi MLA Goutam Buddha Das 
emphasized that Sankhamedi was, and 
remains, an integral part of Odisha. He 
called for an immediate secretary-level 
meeting between both states to reach a 
permanent border settlement.

However, the reality on the ground sug-
gests West Bengal’s tightening grip. Ward 
member Ajay Jena confi rmed that all el-
igible voters in the village recently cast 
their ballots for the Ramnagar Assembly 
seat in West Bengal’s East Midnapur dis-
trict, signaling a shift that may be diffi cult 
to reverse without swift intervention.

Odisha villagers cast vote in WB polls

761 tortoises seized at Andhra border

Mercury breaches 44 deg C 4 VSSUT students face
action over ragging

Nearly 11K consumers 
get zero energy bill
SAMBALPUR: Nearly 11,000 consum-
ers in western Odisha reported 
‘zero electricity bills’ in March 2026 
after adopting rooftop solar systems 
under PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yo-
jana, offi cials said. As many as 10,885 
households achieved zero bills during 
the month, driven by installations 
carried out through TP Western Odisha 
Distribution Ltd's 
(TPWODL) 1-kW Util-
ity Led Aggregation 
(ULA) model, which 
has accelerated so-
lar adoption in the region. According to 
a company statement, 18,830 consum-
ers had installed rooftop solar systems 
in western Odisha as of March 2026, 
indicating a growing shift towards 
sustainable and self-reliant energy 
consumption. The fi gures showed that 
around 60 per cent of consumers with 
rooftop solar installations are now re-
ceiving zero electricity bills, while the 
remaining 40 per cent have reduced 
their monthly bills by over 80 per 
cent. In March alone, 1,428 consumers 
recorded zero bills under the model, 
underscoring direct fi nancial benefi ts 
of decentralised solar energy.

ROOFTOP 
SOLAR 

ADOPTION

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, April 23: Four 
students of Veer Surendra Sai 
University of Technology (VS-
SUT), Burla, face disciplinary 
action after a ragging-related 
incident. The university’s an-
ti-ragging cell recommended 
fi nancial penalties and under-
takings from parents instead of 
grade reductions to protect the 
students’ future. 

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Deepak 
Kumar Sahu clarifi ed it was not 
organised ragging but a minor 
dispute near the campus gate 
two weeks ago that escalated 
into a scuffl e before security in-
tervened. A committee compris-
ing the Sambalpur Sub-Collec-
tor Pushpanjali Panda, police, 
faculty, and student welfare 
representatives investigated, 
hearing accounts from both 
senior and junior students. Ac-
tion was recommended against 
four seniors. 

The incident began when se-
niors questioned two fi rst-year 
mechanical students about un-
tied shoelaces, leading to heat-
ed arguments and damage to 
a mobile phone. Security staff 
diffused the situation, prompt-
ing a formal inquiry.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 23: 
Chief Minister Mohan Charan 
Majhi Thursday distributed ap-
pointment letters to 4,623 can-
didates at the 15th recruitment 
fair held at Kalinga Stadium, 
saying the initiative refl ects 
the state’s push to expand em-
ployment and strengthen pub-
lic service delivery.

Addressing the gathering, he 
stressed that government jobs 
should be viewed as a platform 
for public service rather than 
merely a source of income. 
Calling employees the “face of 
governance,” he urged the new 
recruits to ensure welfare bene-
fi ts reach the grassroots.

Of the total recruits, 4,113 
were appointed in the School 
and Mass Education depart-
ment. The rest include 154 in 
Forest, Environment and Cli-
mate Change; 143 in Micro, 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME); 77 in Steel and Mines; 

70 in Fisheries and Animal Re-
sources Development; 52 in 
Panchayati Raj and Drinking 
Water; and 14 in Skill Develop-
ment and Technical Education.

Highlighting employment fi g-
ures, Majhi said that since June 
2024, the state has created 44,082 
government jobs and facilitated 
92,000 private-sector jobs, un-
derscoring a sustained push to 
boost youth employment.

He outlined fi ve key princi-
ples for recruits; zero tolerance 
for corruption, prioritising citi-
zens’ concerns, alignment with 
government policies, timely 
service delivery, and profes-
sionalism in public dealings. 
He also stressed transparency, 
accountability, and respect for 
women in offi cial conduct.

Union Tribal Affairs Minis-
ter Jual Oram, who attended 
the event, lauded the state’s 
employment initiatives and 
urged the youth to embrace 
public service as a noble re-
sponsibility.

15TH NIJUKTI MELA

CM distributes 4,623 
appointment letters



They alchemize 
adversity into 
opportunity, 
striding 
forward with 
a lucid 
vision and 
unshakable 
resolve. With 
tireless 
perseverance 
and an 
indomitable 
spirit, they 
transcend 
challenges and script 
enduring success 
stories. At the sixth 
edition of the 
Business 
Eminence Awards, 
Dharitri and 
OrissaPOST 
pay a grand 
tribute to the 
enterprising 
brilliance and 
visionary 
leadership 
of the state’s most 
illustrious business icons

ize 
o 

nd script 
cess 
e sixth 
e 

wards, 
d 

d 

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

C
M
Y
K

FRIDAY | APRIL 24, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

SAMPAD CHANDRA SWAIN
INDUSTRIES, SKILL DEVELOPMENT & TECHNICAL

 EDUCATION MINISTER, ODISHA

MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI
CHIEF MINISTER, 

ODISHA

ADYASHA SATPATHY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE, 

ORISSA POST & DHARITRI

TATHAGATA SATPATHY
EDITOR, 

ORISSA POST & DHARITRI

DURGA PRIYADARSHINI
GAUMAYA AGRO PRIVATE LIMITED

BHALA CHANDRA MOHANTY
ORICLEAN PRIVATE LIMITED

SUMAN DALMIA
INDIAN PUBLIC SCHOOL

DR. ALOK SRIVASTAVA
APOLLO HOSPITALS 

NIGAMJYOTI PATHY
NAMASTE BARIPADA

SANJEEV HANS
SHUBH LAABH JEWELLERS

CHANDRA PRAKASH BHARTIA 
JAGDAMBA POLYMERS LIMITED

KARIM KABIRUDDIN
HEALTH FOOD PRODUCT PRIVATE LIMITED

JIBAN KUMAR BADU
ORISSA TRANSFORMERS PRIVATE LIMITED

SOMDUTT BEHURA 
KT GLOBAL SCHOOL

HARSHIT LODHA
JAIBABA AUTOMOBILES

PREETI PALLAVI PATNAIK
ODYSSA COFFEE

SASHIKANT BARIK
ACRERISE

DIPTIMAYEE MOHANTY
ARYAVART ANCIENT ACADEMY

MANOJ NAYAK
KALINGA BIOMEDICAL

SAMBIT RANJAN SAHOO
ORGANIC MAA

AND THE AWARDEES ARE...

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, along with Sampad Chandra Swain, Minister for Industries, Skill Development and Technical Education, OrissaPOST & Dharitri Editor Tathagata Satpathy and Chief Executive Adyasha Satpathy, 
lights the lamp marking the commencement of Business Eminence Awards 2026

NB- PICTURES ARE NOT IN ANY SPECIFIC ORDER

Esteemed guests present at Business Eminence Awards 2026 organised by OrissaPOST & Dharitri

PRIYADARSHI MOHAPATRA
CUREBAY TECHNOLOGIES PRIVATE LIMITED

SAILESH SARAWGI
ODISSI JEWELLERY



Nearly 2,500 
government 
posts across 

Goa will be fi lled 
soon through the 
Staff Selection 
Commission 
(SSC)

PRAMOD SAWANT |  GOA CM

We have 
heard of 
the incident 

5,000 years ago 
when the Kau-
ravas disrobed 
Draupadi in full 
court. A few days ago, the 
same drama was repeated in 
the Lok Sabha. Back then, it 
was the Kauravas, and now it 
was the Congressmen. There is 
no difference between the two

MOHAN YADAV  | MP CM
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national
DELHI LIKELY TO GET BJP 
MAYOR 2ND YR IN A ROW
The BJP and the Indian National Con-
gress Thursday fi led nominations for 
the posts of mayor and deputy mayor 
in the Municipal Corporation of Delhi, 
while the Aam Aadmi Party for sec-
ond year in a row stayed away from 
the contest for the top two positions

Just spoke to 
Mamta didi on the 

phone. Expressed com-
plete solidarity and sup-
port. She is fi ghting one of 
the most diffi cult battles, 
which is also one of the 
most important battles 
for Indian democracy
ARVIND KEJRIWAL  | AAP NATIONAL CONVENOR

Election 
Commis-
sion: (West 

Bengal Election). 
Experiment in 
disenfranchise-
ment. The CEC 
must be awarded with a Padam 
Bhushan!

KAPIL SIBAL  |  FORMER LAW MINISTER

Heatwave intensifi es 
across Kerala
Thiruvananthapuram: The 
IMD has issued an orange 
alert warning of heatwave 
conditions in parts of Kerala, 
prompting authorities to 
urge extreme caution amid 
soaring temperatures and 
high humidity. According to 
a press release, heatwave 
conditions are likely at 
isolated places in the 
districts of Kollam, Thrissur, 
and Palakkad Thursday 
and Friday. Maximum 
temperatures are expected 
to reach around 41 degrees 
Celsius in Palakkad, 40 
degrees Celsius in Kollam 
and Thrissur, and about 
38 degrees Celsius in 
Kottayam, Pathanamthitta, 
Ernakulam, and Kozhikode 
during April 23-24, around 
4 to 5 degrees Celsius 
above normal.

Lawyer jumps to death 
in court premises
Kanpur: A 24-year-old lawyer 
Thursday ended his life 
by jumping from the fifth 
floor of the court building 
here, police said. A two-
page suicide note he left 
behind revealed incidents 
from his childhood and 
adolescence due to which he 
feld humiliated and ashamed, 
they said. Priyanshu 
Srivastava was rushed to 
Ursula Horsman Memorial 
(UHM) hospital, where 
doctors declared him brought 
dead. The incident triggered 
chaos in the court premises, 
with hundreds of lawyers 
gathering at the spot.

SHORT TAKES

I, Arun Kumar 
Agrawalla, S/o Mohan 
Lal Agrawalla resident 
of  At-Prakatnath 
Lane, Kathagada Sahi, 
Buxibazar, Cuttack 
Urban, PIN-753001, 
Odisha, India declare 
by this Affi davit No.105, 
dated 16.04.2026. That 
now onwards I shall be 
known as Arun Kumar 
Agarwala, S/o Mohan 
Lal Agarwala for all 
future purposes.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

TO-LET
To-let for offi ce and 

shop space available 

1150 Sq.ft. infront 

of  Bhawani Mall, 

Plot No. C-41, Saheed 

Nagar, Bhubaneswar, 

Contact: 9777915245, 

9811268396, 

9861151831.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: He raped 
a woman whose husband he 
knew in Alwar at night, went 
to Delhi the next morning, 
sneaked into a house he had 
worked in and headed straight 
to the rooftop study where he 
allegedly sexually assaulted 
and killed the daughter of his 
former employer.

That’s how the horror story 
proceeded, police said Thursday 
following initial investigations 
into the rape and murder of the 
22-year-old daughter of an Indian 
Revenue Service offi cer in south 
Delhi's upscale Kailash Hills.

Piecing together the chilling 
details of the Wednesday morn-
ing murder, police offi cials said 
Rahul Meena is a man without 
remorse, a 19-year-old who al-
legedly attacked two women 
back to back and brutally killed 
one of them.

Meena, who was arrested 
Wednesday and produced be-
fore court Thursday, is showing 
little signs of contrition and has 
changed his statement repeat-
edly, offi cials privy to his in-
terrogation said. The tone was 
different in court.

“Mujhse apradh ho gaya... 
Galti ho gayi (I committed a 
crime, a mistake),” the teen do-
mestic help said before Judicial 
Magistrate Deepika Thakaran 
who allowed the Delhi Police’s 
plea seeking four days of custo-

dial interrogation. Meena had 
worked with the IRS offi cer's 
family for eight months and 
had been sacked a month ago 
for fi nancial wrongdoings.

According to police sources, 
he not just knew the layout 
of the apartment but also the 
morning routine of the young 
woman's parents who had left 
early morning for the gym.

He entered the house using 
a spare key and went straight 
to the study where he knew 
he would fi nd their daughter, 
an IIT graduate preparing for 
the civil services exams. He 
attacked her and then dragged 
her blood-soaked body down 
the stairs.

Meena allegedly strangled 

the victim with a mobile phone 
charging cable before hitting 
her with a heavy object, ren-
dering her unconscious.

“The investigation suggests 
that the accused raped the 
victim while she was still un-
conscious. He then dragged 
her down the stairs to another 
room where a locker was kept, 
and attempted to open the bio-
metric lock using her fi nger-
print, but it did not open,” a 
police offi cial said.

He then broke the locker 
open using a screwdriver, stole 
cash and jewellery, changed his 
blood-stained clothes and slip-
pers and fl ed the scene, about 
30 minutes before the victim's 
parents returned home.

According to police, the ac-
cused was inside the house for 
about 30 minutes. CCTV footage 
and eyewitness accounts show 
that Meena entered the colony 
around 6.30 am, sneaked into 
the house at 6.49 am and left at 
7.20 am.

The killing, which exposes 
security gaps even in gated lo-
calities, came to light when the 
victim's parents returned home 
and found her lying in a pool 
of blood, with her clothes torn 
and her belongings scattered all 
around.

Dr Sudhir Gupta, head of 
the Forensic Department at 
AIIMS-Delhi, said the victim 
was taken to the Fortis Escorts 
Hospital in Okhla where she 
was declared brought dead.

The attack was brutal. The 
post-mortem report showed 
multiple abrasions and abraded 
contusions on both arms, hands 
and legs, besides a nasal-bone 
fracture.

Gupta said the external ex-
amination revealed multiple 
injuries consistent with resis-
tance. A dissection of the neck 
showed extensive damage to 
the muscles. All internal organs 
were found congested, consis-
tent with asphyxial death due 
to strangulation.

30 MINUTES OF HORROR

Chilling details emerge in IRS 
offi cer’s daughter murder case

Post-mortem confi rms 
strangulation as the cause 

of death for the IRS offi cer's 
daughter

Multiple abrasions and a nasal-
bone fracture indicate a 

violent struggle and assault

Accused, a former domestic 
help, allegedly entered the 

house with a spare key

The victim was allegedly raped 
while unconscious, and the 

accused stole cash and jewellery

Accused arrested and 
suspected of involvement in 

another rape case

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: In a major 
relief to Amit Jogi, the Supreme 
Court Thursday stayed the Ch-
hattisgarh High Court verdict, 
which had handed down life im-
prisonment to the son of former 
chief minister Ajit Jogi in the 
2003 murder case of NCP leader 
Ramavatar Jaggi.

Nationalist Congress Par-
ty (NCP) leader Ramvatar 
Jaggi was shot dead in Rai-
pur June 4, 2003, when Ajit 
Jogi was the chief minister 
of Chhattisgarh. The Chhat-
tisgarh High Court, April 2, 
convicted Jogi and directed 
him to surrender before jail 
authorities in three weeks to 
undergo life imprisonment 
in the case. On May 31, 2007, 
a trial court held that the 
prosecution had successfully 
proved the charges against 28 
accused. A bench comprising 
Justices Vikram Nath, Sand-
eep Mehta and Vijay Bishnoi 
took note of the submissions 
of senior advocates Vivek 
Tankha and Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Jogi, while stay-
ing his conviction and the 
sentence in the case. 

SC stays conviction, 
life term of Amit Jogi

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: Karna-
taka, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Mad-
hya Pradesh, and Jammu and 
Kashmir have highlighted the 
need to conserve grasslands by 
amending India's forest conser-
vation laws.

At a recent meeting of the 
Standing Committee of the Na-
tional Board for Wildlife (SC-
NBWL), representatives from 
these states “emphasised that 
suitable amendments/clari-
fi cations in guidelines under 
the Van (Sanrakshan Evam 

Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, 1980, 
may be required 

to enable/recognise grass-
land restoration under com-
pensatory afforestation mech-
anisms”.

Compensatory afforestation 
is a legal mechanism that pro-
motes afforestation and regen-
eration activities to compen-
sate for forest land diversion 
for non-forestry uses.

According to the minutes 
of the meeting, the states as-
serted that grasslands are an 
essential ecosystem requiring 
protection and restoration, 

while balancing conserva-
tion priorities with grazing 
requirements and livelihood 
dependencies.

However, Mohan Pargaien, 
a retired Indian Forest Service 
(IFS) offi cer, raised concerns 
regarding the states' recom-
mendation, saying it seems to 

be more about afforestation 
targets than ecological resto-
ration.

Speaking to PTI, Pargaien 
said, “When it comes to com-
pensatory afforestation, states 
are facing a land crunch. This 
is because non-forest land is 
becoming scarce and expen-

sive, and the number of proj-
ects which involve diversion 
of forest land is rising. Due to 
this, states are not able to meet 
their afforestation targets. As a 
result, it appears that they want 
to use grasslands for compensa-
tory afforestation.”

Such a move could severely 
harm grasslands, the former 
forest offi cial said. “Not all 
land is meant to be planted with 
trees. Ecologically open lands 
like grasslands and scrublands 
have their own native ecosys-
tems, which would be negative-
ly affected by afforestation. For 
instance, if you take a savanna 
and plant a dense forest there, 
the entire ecology will change,” 
Pargaien added.

He also said if states want 
to conserve grasslands, they 
can do so on their own without 
needing permission from the 

Centre or tweaking the legis-
lation.

Grasslands and rangelands (a 
broader land category includ-
ing grasslands, shrublands, and 
deserts) have a sequestration 
(removal) potential of about 
2.3 to 7.3 billion tonnes of CO2 
equivalent per year, the SC-
NBWL was informed during 
the recent meeting.

According to the minutes, 
“These ecosystems hold nearly 
one-third of terrestrial carbon, 
with about 90 pc of this carbon 
stored below ground.”

For instance, the restored 
grassland in Banni in Gujarat 
can sequester about 525 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalent per hectare, 
which shows potential co-bene-
fi ts of grassland restoration for 
biodiversity conservation, land 
degradation neutrality, and cli-
mate resilience.

Grasslands and rangelands (a broader land category 
including grasslands, shrublands, and deserts) have a 

sequestration (removal) potential of about 2.3 to 
7.3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent per year, the 

SC-NBWL was informed during the recent meeting

States ask Centre to amend forest laws to protect grasslands

POLITICKLE by MANJUL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dibrugarh(Assam), April 

23: The Punjab Police took 
Amritpal Singh, Chief of Waris 
Punjab De, into custody here 
Thursday following the expiry 
of his detention term under the 
National Security Act (NSA).

A team from the Punjab Po-
lice executed the arrest at Di-
brugarh Central Jail in connec-
tion with the 2023 Ajnala police 
station attack case.

The NSA detention of Singh, 
an Independent MP from Kha-
door Sahib, ended at midnight 
Wednesday.

He was moved from the jail 
to the Dibrugarh Police Sta-
tion for a two-day remand un-
der heavy security. Singh was 
escorted by an 11-vehicle con-
voy, comprising Punjab Police, 
Assam Police, and Assam Po-
lice commandos.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: As the 
world navigates through com-
plex geopolitical challenges, 
the India-Africa partnership 
assumes particular signifi -
cance, and it will be a message 
of “stability” and “reliability” 
in a turbulent and uncertain 
world, External Affairs Minis-
ter S Jaishankar said Thursday.

Addressing a gathering at 
the unveiling of the logo, theme 
and website for the upcoming 
India-Africa Forum Summit-IV, 
Jaishankar also asserted that 
together, India and Africa are 
not just development partners, 
but also “partners in shaping a 
better world”.

His comments come in the 
backdrop of multiple confl icts 
in various parts of the world, 
including the one in West Asia 
that has stretched for more 
than 50 days with global ram-
ifi cations. The logo for the 
upcoming summit features a 
lion, superimposed on an image 
depicting interlocked maps of 
India and Africa.

It carries the theme ‘Endur-
ing Partnership Shared Vision’ 
and the date of the summit, 
May 28-31. Jaishankar said the 
upcoming summit presents a 
“unique opportunity” to fur-
ther “deepen our engagement”.

It will offer a platform to 
shape the next phase of the 
partnership, “one that is more 
ambitious, more inclusive and 
more future-oriented”.

“As the world navigates 
through complex geopolitical 
and geoecomic challenges, our 
partnership assumes particular 

signifi cance. “It will be a mes-
sage of stability in a turbulent 
world, of reliability in an uncer-
tain one, and of solidarity in dif-
fi cult times,” Jaishankar said.

“Together, India and Africa 
are not just development part-
ners, but also partners in shap-
ing a better world,” he asserted.

The event was attended by 
several ambassadors and dip-
lomats from various African 
countries. Jaishankar also un-
derlined that India has expand-
ed its diplomatic footprint in 
Africa in recent years by open-
ing 17 new missions across the 
continent, taking the number of 
Indian missions in Africa to 46.

He emphasised that Africa 
occupies a “central place” in 
India's foreign policy today, 
and New Delhi's engagement 
with it is guided by a clear vi-
sion, rooted in the principle of 
equality, and of mutual respect 
and shared progress.

“We gather here to mark the 
next chapter in the enduring 
partnership between India and 
Africa through the India-Africa 
Forum Summit framework,” he 
said. The India-Africa relation-
ship is rooted in “our civilisa-
tional linkages”, nurtured over 
centuries through cultural 
exchanges and human inter-
actions, the external affairs 
minister said.

Underlining that the story of 
India's freedom struggle is also 
closely linked with Africa, he 
said, “Our shared history of 
struggle, solidarity, resilience 
and aspirations continues to 
shape our partnership.”

The minister underscored 
that the Viksit Bharat 2047 vi-
sion and Africa's Agenda 2063 
are complementary roadmaps 
towards prosperity and prog-
ress through sustainable growth 
and inclusive development.

Jaishankar also said that the 
engagement between India and 
Africa has grown across key 
pillars with numerous high-lev-
el political interactions, with 
India consistently supporting 
Africa's rightful place in global 
governance.

EAM: India-Africa ties 
a message of stability 
in turbulent world

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mirzapur (UP), April 23: Elev-
en people, including children, 
were killed in a multi-vehicle 
collision triggered by a suspect-
ed brake failure in a truck in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Mirzapur district, 
police said Thursday.

The accident was reported 
around 8.30 pm Wednesday, 
following which police and 
fi re brigade teams rushed to the 
spot and launched a rescue op-
eration with the help of locals, 
SP Aparna Rajat Kaushik said.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath has condoled the loss of 
lives in what he called an “ex-
tremely tragic and heart-rend-
ing” incident.

Police said the collision oc-
curred on a stretch of Nation-
al Highway-135 descending 
from the Dramandganj valley 
towards Lasoda, about 50 km 
from the district headquarters.

According to preliminary 
fi ndings, a truck travelling 
downhill is suspected to have 
suffered a brake failure before 
ramming into another truck 
moving ahead of it.

A car travelling between 
the two trucks was crushed in 
the impact. In the chain colli-
sion that followed, another car 
caught fi re after being hit, Kau-
shik said.

“Police, along with locals, 
pulled out the victims trapped 
in the mangled vehicles. So far, 
11 deaths have been reported,” 
the SP said. District Magistrate 
Pawan Gangwar told PTI that 
seven of those killed were from 

Mirzapur district, three from 
Madhya Pradesh, while one 
was from neighbouring Son-
bhadra district.

The deceased from Mir-
zapur's Jigna area included 
Shiva Singh (8), Sonam Singh 
(9), Piyush Singh (14), Pankaj 
Singh (40), Vandana Singh 
(43), Vishnu Singh (45) and 
Veena Singh (47).

The others who died in the 
accident included Kartikeya 
Singh (18) and Priyanka Singh 
(42) from Satna in Madhya 
Pradesh, Vikas Sharma (32) 
from Sagar in Madhya Pradesh, 
and Jai Prakash (27) from Son-
bhadra, the offi cials said.

The vehicles involved in 
the crash included a truck 
bearing a Bihar registration 
number and another regis-
tered in Madhya Pradesh. 
Among the cars, one was 
from Sonbhadra district and 
the other from Mirzapur.

Mirzapur: 11 killed in multi-vehicle crashPolice take Amritpal 
on two-day remand 



Before the state 
elections, BJP 
announced many 
freebies for Bihar.
Increasing 
pension from RS 
400 to RS 1,100 

alone has created an additional 
monthly burden of 1,150cr.
Now, Bihar govt is cash strapped. 
They have asked the RBI for 
12,000cr loan!!

Situation now –
> Social Security Pensions for 1 
crore elderly, widow and disabled, 
is due for March and April
> Student Credit card scheme for 
58,000 students is due
> Road, bridge and other 
development projects are stalled
Note: The state's total liability 
already exceeds 3,70,000cr!!
 @PunsterX
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NATIONAL PANCHAYATI RAJ 
DAY TO BE CELEBRATED TODAY
The central government will celebrate 
National Panchayati Raj Day across 
the country April 24, marking 33 years 
of the landmark 73rd Constitutional 
Amendment that granted constitution-
al status to Panchayati Raj Institutions 
(PRIs), an offi cial statement said

Women and girls are the 
most unsafe under the BJP 

government. Incidents of rape, 
murder and atrocities against 
women are increasing. The BJP 
government has done nothing for 
women’s health, education and 
dignity. Women need ‘sanrakshan’ 
along with ‘aarakshan’
AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

CBI arrests Tis 
Hazari Court reader 
New Delhi: The CBI Thursday 
arrested a reader in the court 
of an additional sessions judge 
in Tis Hazari court in an alleged 
bribery case, offi cials said.  
The accused had allegedly 
demanded a bribe of Rs 30,000 
from a lawyer for "facilitating 
the allowance of the bail 
application of her client".  "The 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
has arrested the accused 
Reader to ASJ-02, Tis Hazari 
Courts, Delhi, while demanding 
and accepting a bribe of Rs 
20,000 from the complainant 
in a bribery case," a CBI 
spokesperson said.

Non-bailable warrant 
against Gautam Khattar
Panaji: A local court has issued 
a non-bailable warrant against 
right-wing speaker Gautam Khattar 
who is wanted by Goa Police in a 
case related to his alleged offensive 
remarks against St Francis Xavier. 
Judicial Magistrate First Class, 
Vasco, has issued a warrant against 
Khattar who failed to appear before 
the investigating officer despite 
a notice being issued to him, 
Superintendent of police (Crime 
Branch) Rahul Gupta told reporters 
Thursday. Goa police are searching 
for Khattar since last Saturday. 
Police Wednesday arrested his 
brother Madhav Khattar from 
Uttarakhand and he has been 
remanded by a court in police 
custody for four days, said SP Gupta.  
A video of Gautam Khattar making 
objectionable statements against St 
Francis Xavier, whose Holy Relics 
are preserved at Basilica of Bom 
Jesus Church, Old Goa, went viral, 
leading to outrage.

House to 
house, four 
people are 

walking and 
giving Rs 5,000 for 
one vote. In the 
Karur Assembly 
constituency, they are boldly going 
and giving a half-gram gold coin 
to a voter. All of this didn't happen 
in a single day. This money has 
come from somewhere. It has been 
hidden somewhere. They have 
micro-managed it somewhere

K ANNAMALAI |  FORMER TN BJP PRESIDENT

No, there 
has been no 
opposition 

from the BJP. The 
local BJP does not 
take decisions on 
such matters. I 
am the in-charge here, so I know. 
This decision is taken by the central 
government, by the central unit, 
by the national BJP. As of now, no 
specifi c discussion has taken place 
in this regard, and no discussion has 
happened on any particular name

RADHA MOHAN DAS AGRAWAL | BJP NATIONAL 
GENERAL SECY & K’TAKA IN CHARGE

Maharashtra 
is emerg-
ing as a 

global investment 
hub driven by 
industry-friendly 
policies, and that it 
remains a preferred destination for 
foreign investors

DEVENDRA FADNAVIS | MAHARASHTRA CM

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: Shiv 
Ratan Agarwal, who built a 
humble, family-run namkeen 
business into one of India’s 
most recognisable packaged 
snack brands Bikaji, taking 
the gritty fl avours of Bikaner 
to supermarket shelves across 
the country and beyond, died 
Thursday.

The 75-year-old complained 
of uneasiness and was rushed 
to a private hospital in Chen-
nai, where he breathed his last, 
family sources said. He was in 
Chennai after his wife recently 
underwent heart bypass sur-
gery there.

Born into the famous Haldi-
ram family, Agarwal, who stud-
ied only till Class VIII, spread 
the bhujia empire from the 
bylanes of Bikaner to supermar-
ket shelves across continents.

His rise tracked India’s own 
consumption boom. He moved 
decisively from loose, unbrand-
ed snacks to packaged products, 
betting early on branding, scale 
and distribution at a time when 
much of the sector remained 
fragmented. Under his watch, 
Bikaji expanded aggressive-
ly beyond its Rajasthan base, 
investing in factories, supply 
chains and exports - while 
fi ercely protecting the taste 
profi les that made its bhujia 
and sweets staples in Indian 
households.

Bikaji foods founder 
Shiv Ratan Agarwal
passes away at 75

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The Su-
preme Court Thursday said it 
respects the views of all emi-
nent authors and thinkers, but 
it cannot accept information 
from ‘WhatsApp University’.

The observation by a nine-
judge Constitution bench came 
while hearing petitions related 
to discrimination against wom-
en at religious places, including 
the Sabarimala Temple in Ker-
ala, and on the ambit and scope 
of religious freedom practised 
by multiple faiths.

The bench comprised Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant and 
Justices BV Nagarathna, MM 
Sundresh, Ahsanuddin Aman-
ullah, Aravind Kumar, Augus-
tine George Masih, Prasanna 
B Varale, R Mahadevan, and 
Joymalya Bagchi.

Senior advocate Neeraj Kis-
han Kaul, appearing for the 
head of the Dawoodi Bohra 
community, referred to an ar-
ticle written by Congress leader 
Shashi Tharoor, which talked 
about judicial restraint in mat-
ters of religious relief.

At this juncture, CJI Kant 
said, “We respect all eminent 
persons and jurists but person-
al opinion is personal opinion.”

Kaul said there was no harm 
in drawing from all sources.

“If knowledge and wisdom 
come from any source, any 
country, any university, it 
should be welcomed. We are far 

too rich as a civilisation not to 
accept all forms of knowledge 
and information,” Kaul said.

Justice Nagarathna, in a 
lighter vein, remarked, “But not 
from WhatsApp University.”

Kaul said he is not getting 

into that.
“I am not into which univer-

sity is good or bad, which is 
really inconsequential to this 
debate... The point is simply 
that wherever knowledge and 
information come from, they 
must be accepted,” Kaul said.

The hearing was underway 
at the time of fi ling of this re-
port. The top court Wednesday 
said it was very diffi cult, if not 
impossible, for a judicial forum 
to defi ne parameters to declare 
a particular practice of a reli-
gious denomination as essen-
tial and non-essential.

A fi ve-judge Constitution 
bench, by a 4:1 majority ver-
dict in September 2018, lifted 
a ban that prevented women 
between the ages of 10 and 50 
years from entering the Sabari-
mala Ayyappa temple and held 
that the centuries-old Hindu re-
ligious practice was illegal and 
unconstitutional.

SABARIMALA CASE

Respect all views except 
WhatsApp University: SC

No ban on entry of muslim 
women in mosques: AIMPLB
NEW DELHI: Urging the courts not 
to judicially determine religious 
practices, the All India Muslim 
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) 
Thursday told the Supreme Court 
that Islam does not restrict women 
from coming to the mosque for 
namaz, but it is preferable that 
they stay at home. Senior Advo-
cate M R Shamshad, appearing 
for the AIMPLB, told a nine-judge 
constitution bench headed by 
Chief Justice Surya Kant that 
women are allowed to offer namaz 
in the mosque subject to some 
discipline. The issue, he submitted, 
has come up before the bench 
because a writ petition was fi led 
seeking that women be allowed to 
pray in mosques.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 23: West Ben-
gal Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee Thursday asserted that 
polling held so far in the fi rst 
phase of the Assembly polls in-
dicates the TMC is already in a 
position to win.

Banerjee, also the Trina-
mool Congress supremo, said 
at a rally in Bow Bazar area of 
Kolkata that she will conquer 
Delhi taking along all Opposi-
tion parties, after winning the 
election.

A voter turnout of 89.93 per 
cent was recorded till 5 pm, as 
polling was underway in 152 of 
the 294 Assembly seats in phase 
1. The next round will take 
place April 29, while counting 
will be held May 4.

“From my understanding of 
people's mind, we are already 
in a position to win given the 
polling held so far today,” Ba-
nerjee said.

“I am not interested in any 
post, I don't want the chair. I 
only want the end of BJP gov-
ernment in Delhi,” she said. 
Earlier, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, speaking at a rally 
in Krishnanagar, congratulated 

the people of West Bengal for 
the massive turnout in the fi rst 
phase of the polls, terming it an 
“overwhelming mandate for 
change”.

Banerjee, however, asserted 
that people voted in good num-
bers to protest the deletion 
of names in the SIR exercise, 
claiming that her efforts led to 
inclusion of 32 lakh names in 
the voter list.

“On the day of the polls, you 
(PM) are saying you will win; 
can you say this?” Banerjee 
said, adding, “How can the BJP 
be so naive.”

Responding to Modi's re-
marks that the BJP's Bengal 
unit would hold victory cele-
brations May 4 after the count-
ing of votes gets over, and the 
party would distribute among 
people not just sweets, but also 
'jhalmuri', the CM said: “I will 
send 'bhelpuri' (popular street 
food) to you, it is available in 
Delhi.” The PM had savoured 
'jhalmuri' (another popular 
street snack) at an unsched-
uled stop during his visit to 
Jhargram last week.

At the Krishnanagar rally 
Thursday, Modi also said: “I 
have heard that even 'jhalmuri' 
has given certain individuals a 
thunderous jolt. I had 'jhalmu-
ri', but it seems that the TMC 
leaders are feeling heat of the 
chillies.”

Replying to the PM, Banerjee 
said “we are used to jhalmuri's 
spiciness”. Speaking at another 
rally in Tollygunj constituency, 
Banerjee said she has always 
championed the cause of peo-
ple and will continue to do so.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The newly-in-
troduced NCERT Class IX mathemat-
ics textbook ‘Ganita Manjari’ features 
references to ancient Indian mathe-
matical systems and embeds histor-
ical context within core concepts, 
marking a shift from earlier editions.

The 196-page Part 1 textbook, com-
prising eight chapters and to be im-
plemented from the 2026-27 academic 
session, places greater emphasis on 
indigenous contributions, unlike 
the previous book which contained 
limited references to ancient Indian 
mathematics and largely focused on 
procedural learning.

While the earlier textbook present-
ed topics such as number systems, 
integers and irrational numbers in a 
largely defi nition-based format, the 
new book integrates these concepts 
with historical narratives, linking 
them to ancient texts and scholars.

For instance, the revised textbook 
credits the Sindhu-Sarasvati civilisa-
tion with early “grid-based thinking” 
and describes it as an example of sys-
tematic spatial planning.

It says “grid-based thinking” and 
geometry, which require defining 
specific points in space, “indeed has 
deep roots in Bharat” with first sys-
tematic use of grids occurring thou-
sands of years ago “on a massive ur-
ban scale in the Sindhu-Sarasvati 
Civilisation, where city streets were 
constructed with striking precision 
in North-South and East-West di-
rections at uniform distances of 10 
metres apart. This was a coordinate 
system in practice.”

The textbook also states that an-
cient Indian mathematician Baud-
hayana later used East-West and 
North-South lines for his “deep geo-
metric constructions, developing the 
Baudhayana-Pythagoras Theorem 
and thus laying the foundation of co-
ordinate geometry.”

In the same chapter, titled “Orient-
ing Yourself: The Use of Coordinates”, 
the textbook states 

the ‘Ujjayina’ was described in the 
early “Siddhantas” of ancient Indi-
an polymath Bhaskara as “the point 
marking the central longitude me-
ridian from which all other locations 
were measured” -- as early as 4th cen-
tury BCE. The book credits Brahma-
gupta with formalising key concepts, 
stating he “formalised the notion and 
use of zero and negative numbers as 
algebraic entities” in modern coordi-
nate systems, with the ‘origin’ at zero 
and the ‘negative axes’ representing 
values less than zero.

It also states that the Rigveda “set 
the stage for the number system based 
on powers of 10”, linking it to the evo-
lution of the decimal place value sys-
tem. The earlier textbook treated zero 
as a mathematical concept without 
elaborating on its historical origins.

The earlier textbook briefl y men-
tioned Aryabhat  mainly for his ap-
proximation of ‘pi’ value and his work 
as an astronomer-mathematician, 
with limited context.

The new textbook places his con-
tribution in a broader framework, 
highlighting his description of pi 
as “Asanna” (approximate) as an 
early insight into mathematical 
approximation.

NCERT Class IX maths 
textbook showcases 
mathematical heritage

BENGAL POLLS

TMC already in position
to win, says Mamata

The 196-page Part 1 textbook, comprising eight chapters and 
to be implemented from the 2026-27 academic session, places 

greater emphasis on indigenous contributions, unlike the previous 
book which contained limited references to ancient Indian 
mathematics and largely focused on procedural learning
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TURKEY TO BAN SOCIAL 
MEDIA FOR UNDER-15
Turkish lawmakers passed a bill late Wednesday that 
includes restricting access to social media platforms 
for children under 15, state media reported. The leg-
islation is the latest in a global trend to protect young 
people from dangerous online activity. Its passage 
comes a week after a 14-year-old boy killed nine stu-
dents and a teacher at a middle school in Kahraman-
maras, southern Turkiye, in a gun attack

Let's hope a 
serious relation 
between Ukraine 
and the European 
Union has been 
established
ROBERT FICO | 
PRIME MINISTER, SLOVAKIA

UK, France sign 
3-year channel pact
Zuydcoote (France): Britain 
and France signed Thursday 
a new multimillion-euro deal 
aimed at reducing the number 
of migrants crossing the 
English Channel in small boats, 
with increased police patrols 
and enhanced surveillance 
in northern France. Home 
Secretary Shabana Mahmood 
and French Interior Minister 
Laurent Nunez formally 
endorsed the three-year 
agreement during a joint 
visit to the region. “This new 
agreement provides our 
security forces with the means 
to continue their decisive 
efforts to combat dangerous 
Channel crossings,” Nunez 
said. Under the deal, the UK 
will provide 500 million pounds 
($675 million) to strengthen 
measures in northern France, 
with an additional 160 
million pounds ($216 million) 
depending on the success of 
new tactics to curb Channel 
crossings. 

Israeli fi re kills 5 in 
Gaza, West Bank
Cairo/Gaza: Israeli 
airstrikes killed at least 
four Palestinians in Gaza 
Thursday, while soldiers shot 
and killed a 15-year-old child 
during an army raid in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
Palestinian health offi cials 
said. One person was killed 
in a strike in southern Gaza’s 
Khan Younis in which several 
others were wounded, local 
medics said. Israel’s military 
said it had targeted militants 
transporting munitions, who 
it said had posed a threat to 
Israeli soldiers. Three others, 
including a rescue worker, 
were killed in a separate strike 
in Maghazi, a Palestinian 
refugee camp in the Deir al 
Balah area in central Gaza, 
health offi cials said. Israel's 
military had no immediate 
comment on that strike.

Argentina blocks media 
access to Casa Rosada 
Buenos Aires: The 
government of Argentina’s 
President Javier Milei blocked 
the entry of accredited 
journalists to government 
house Casa Rosada Thursday, 
citing an incident of “illegal 
espionage.” The move was 
announced by government 
spokesman Javier Lanari on 
X, who said that fi ngerprint 
access for journalists was 
removed as a “preventative 
measure” after a military 
complaint. “The sole purpose 
is to ensure national security,” 
Lanari said.  Milei posted a 
photo of two journalists from 
local television network TN 
calling them “DISGUSTING 
TRASH” Wednesday. “I 
would love to see those fi lthy 
scum who carry journalist 
credentials, (95%) come out 
to defend what these two 
criminals did,” Milei said.

We will give 
them until the 
end of July. 

We will wait until 
then, and at that 
point, the Mauri-
tian government 
will have to decide on the way for-
ward depending on what happens 
in the United Kingdom

GAVIN GLOVER  | ATTORNEY GENERAL, MAURITIUS

Over the past 
few months, 
I have been 

setting out the 
need for a new 
UK approach to 
development 
one moving from traditional aid 
grants to long-term partnerships 
that bring investment, expertise 
and international fi nance reform 
together

JENNY CHAPMAN  | MINISTER FOR DEVELOPMENT, UK

It is much 
more quicker 
for citizens 

to be part of public 
sector services. 
For us, Vietnam is 
one of the priority 
countries in the region

MARGUS TSAHKNA |  FOREIGN MINISTER, ESTONIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Copenhagen, April 23: Two 
local trains collided head-on 
north of the Danish capital Co-
penhagen Thursday, injuring 
18 people, fi ve of them critical-
ly, emergency services said.

Two yellow and grey trains 
stood at the site, both with vis-
ible damage to the front and 
facing each other on a tree-
lined stretch of track, 
with rescue services 
describing “chaot-
ic” scenes inside 
the carriages.

“The two 
trains collided 
head-on, caus-
ing large dam-
age to them and 
sending broken 
glass fl ying every-

where,” fi re and res-
cue service leader Chris-
toffer Buhl Martekilde told 
reporters.
EARLY MORNING CRASH

A police spokesperson said 
it was too early to say what 
had caused the crash, on the 
Gribskov train line linking the 
towns of Hillerod and Kagerup, 
adding there would be an exten-
sive investigation.

A total of 37 people are be-
lieved to have been on board 
the two trains at the time of the 
crash, which occurred shortly 
before 6:30 am (0430 GMT), the 
police said.

While health services at-
tended to the injured, those 

who were not physically hurt 
were also offered assistance, 
said transport group Movia, 
parent company of rail opera-
tor Lokaltog.

“The serious train accident 
on the Gribskov Line deeply 
affects us at Movia, and our 
thoughts go out to the injured, 
their relatives and Lokaltog’s 
employees,” Movia board Chair 
Kenneth Gotterup said in a 

statement.
Emergency ser-
vices scrambled 18 

vehicles and 47 
rescue workers 
to the crash 
site. Swedish 
Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson 
said he had con-

tacted acting Dan-
ish Prime Minister 

Mette Frederiksen to 
offer assistance.

Danish police said they had 
declined the Swedish offer to 
assist as local resources were 

suffi cient.
“There are injuries among 

the passengers. Everyone is 
out of the trains, so no one is 
trapped... Large resources have 
been dispatched to the scene,” 
a spokesperson told Reuters 
earlier. Denmark’s worst rail-
way disaster this century oc-
curred in 2019, when a high-
speed train hit an obstacle on 
a bridge during a storm, killing 
eight people and injuring many 
more in what police said was a 
diffi cult rescue operation.

Two trains collide in 
Denmark; 18 injured

HEAD-
ON COLLISION 

ON LINE BETWEEN 
TOWNS OF HILLEROD 

AND KAGERUP

CRASH HAPPENED AROUND 6:30 
AM, WITH 37 PEOPLE ON 

BOARD TWO TRAINS

SWEDISH PRIME MINISTER 
OFFERS ASSISTANCE TO 

DENMARK

REUTERS

Washington, April 23: The 
US Department of Justice said 
Thursday it would immediate-
ly loosen restrictions on some 
marijuana products and move 
quickly to reclassify the drug 
as less dangerous, in one of the 
biggest changes to US drug pol-
icy in decades.

The move does not legalize 
marijuana across the United 
States, but it is likely to reshape 
the $47 billion industry, which 
has faced continued barriers at 
the federal level, even as all but 
two US states have legalized it 
in some form for medical use 
and nearly half have legalized 
it for recreational use as well.

State-regulated medical 
marijuana products now 
would be moved from a group 
of drugs classifi ed as highly 
addictive, such as heroin, to 

a less restrictive category for 
products that have a low to 
moderate potential for abuse, 
including common painkillers, 
ketamine and testosterone. 
Marijuana products approved 
by the US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration also would be 
moved to that category.

Acting Attorney General 
Todd Blanche said the US gov-
ernment would also fast-track 
a broader effort that would re-
classify all uses of the psycho-
active plant as less dangerous.

The measures are likely to 
lower barriers for research, 
ease tax burdens and make 
it easier for firms to secure 
funding.

“This rescheduling action 
allows for research on the 
safety and efficacy of this 
substance, ultimately provid-
ing patients with better care 
and doctors with more reli-

able information,” Blanche 
said in a statement.

The move follows a Decem-
ber executive order from Pres-
ident Donald Trump directing 
the Justice Department to loos-
en marijuana restrictions.

The measure is expected to 

boost the growing cannabis 
industry in the United States, 
benefi ting companies like Can-
opy Growth, Tilray Brands , 
Trulieve Cannabis.

In addition to selling medical 
marijuana and consumer-fo-
cused products with cannabis, 

some of these companies are 
also researching their phar-
maceutical uses for pain man-
agement, cancer symptoms, 
anxiety and other disorders.

US-listed shares of cannabis 
companies jumped between 6% 
and 13% following the decision. 

“Today marks a pivotal mo-
ment for the United States. 
With President Trump’s action 
to reschedule cannabis, federal 

policy is fi nally aligning with 
science, medicine, and most im-
portantly, patient needs,” said 
Irwin Simon, CEO of marijuana 
company Tilray Brands.

Marijuana’s status as a 
Schedule I drug, meaning it 
has a high potential for abuse 
and no accepted medical use, 
has been widely criticized as 
anachronistic, particularly as it 
makes inroads at the state level.

Some 24 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have le-
galized it for recreational 
purposes, while 40 have fully 
legalized it for medical pur-
poses and another eight al-
low some medical uses, ac-
cording to the Congressional 
Research Service. Only two 
states - Idaho and Kansas - do 
not allow any legal use.

Legal sales are expected to 
top $47 billion in 2026, accord-
ing to market researcher BDSA.

US reclassifi es certain marijuana products as a less-dangerous drug
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO 

EXPEDITE BROADER MARIJUANA 
RESCHEDULING HEARING

MOVE EXPECTED TO BOOST 
CANNABIS INDUSTRY BY EASING 

TAXES AND FUNDING ACCESS

PRIOR CLASSIFICATION EQUATED 
IT WITH DRUGS LIKE HEROIN

MARIJUANA STILL NOT FULLY 
LEGAL ACROSS THE 

UNITED STATES

REUTERS

Ayia Napa, Cyprus, April 
23: The European Union for-
mally approved Thursday a 
90-billion-euro ($105-billion) 
loan to Ukraine and new sanc-
tions against Russia, ahead 
of an informal summit of the 
bloc’s leaders in Cyprus which 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy will attend.

The loan is set to cover two-
thirds of Ukraine’s needs for 
the next two years. Economists 
had said Ukraine would start 
to run out of money by June if 
the EU loan was not disbursed 
by then, requiring deep cuts to 
public services.

“We are on our way to Cy-
prus with good news,” Europe-
an Commission chief Ursula 
von der Leyen said.

“While Russia doubles down 
on its aggression, we are dou-
bling down on our support to 
the brave Ukrainian nation 
enabling Ukraine to defend 

itself and putting pressure on 
Russia’s war economy.”
THROWING UKRAINE A LIFELINE

EU ambassadors had already 
approved the loan and the sanc-
tions package Wednesday after 
Hungary lifted its veto, paving 
the way for Thursday’s formal 
approval.

“This package will strength-
en our army, make Ukraine 
more resilient, and enable us 
to fulfi ll our social obligations 

to Ukrainians, as set out in 
law,” Zelenskiy said on X as 
he arrived in Cyprus, where 
he will have dinner with the 
EU leaders. “During meetings 
in Cyprus, we will also discuss 
with partners further sanctions 
pressure on Russia over this 
war. The 20th package has been 
unblocked, and it must be fol-
lowed by other sanctions steps.”

Only half of the 90 billion 
euros will be disbursed to 

Ukraine this year, with the re-
mainder coming in 2027. The 
bulk of the loan is earmarked 
for military spending, with 
around 17 billion euros each 
year destined for general bud-
get needs such as health and 
education.

The approval of the loan, 
which had been delayed by sev-
eral months due to a veto by EU 
member Hungary, throws Kyiv 
a lifeline, averting deep cuts to 
public services, but the country 
may need more money to meet 
its military needs this year, 
economists and offi cials said.

EU APPROVES UKRAINE LOAN
LOAN TO COVER TWO-THIRDS 

OF UKRAINE’S NEEDS FOR 
NEXT TWO YEARS

THROWS UKRAINE A LIFELINE 
AFTER HUNGARY HAD BLOCKED 

THE LOAN

ZELENSKIY TO ATTEND EU 
LEADERS’ SUMMIT IN CYPRUS

NO FORMAL DECISIONS EXPECTED 
AT THE SUMMIT

REUTERS

The Hague, April 23: Judg-
es at the International Crim-
inal Court confi rmed murder 
charges against former Philip-
pine President Rodrigo Duter-
te as crimes against humanity 
Thursday, paving the way for 
a trial.

The judges said there were 
“substantial grounds” to be-
lieve Duterte, 81, played a key 
role in the murders of 76 peo-
ple and the attempted murder 
of two others as part of his so-
called “war on drugs”, which 
prosecutors say killed thou-
sands of civilians in the Phil-
ippines.

“The available evidentiary 
material shows the existence 
of a common plan between Mr 
Duterte and his co-perpetrators 
to kill alleged criminals in the 
Philippines, including those 

perceived or alleged to be as-
sociated with drug use, sale or 
production, through violent 
crimes including murder,” the 
court said.

In pre-trial hearings, his 
lawyers argued that Duterte’s 
public statements that he would 
stop drugs and criminality in 
the Philippines and would tell 
security forces to go out and kill 
criminals were just rhetoric, 
meant to instil fear.
PHILIPPINES LEADERSHIP SAYS 
TRIAL WILL BENEFIT BOTH SIDES

In the Philippines, the offi ce 
of President Ferdinand Marcos 
Jr. issued a statement to say 
that it respected the ruling and 
justice must be served.

“Both sides stand to bene-
fi t from this. Justice for the 
accused if he is innocent, or 
justice for the victims if their 
rights were indeed abused,” the 
statement said.

Ex-Philippine prez
Duterte to face trial

REUTERS

Dubai/Islamabad, April 23: 
Iran fl aunted its tightened 
grip over the Strait of Hormuz 
Thursday with video of its com-
mandos storming a huge cargo 
ship, after the collapse of peace 
talks that Washington had 
hoped would open the world’s 
most important shipping cor-
ridor.

Iranian state television 
broadcast footage overnight 
of masked troops pulling up 
in a grey speedboat alongside 
the MSC Francesca, climbing 
a rope ladder to a shell door in 
the hull and jumping through 
brandishing rifl es.

The footage, presented 
with an action-movie-style 
soundtrack and no commen-
tary, also included views of 
another ship, the Epaminondas. 
Iran said it had captured both 
Wednesday, accusing them of 
trying to cross the strait with-
out permits.

The war, launched by the 
US and Israel February 28, 
has been paused since a cease-
fi re April 8 but Israel warned 
Thursday that it was ready to 
restart attacks.

Israel’s Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said Israel was wait-
ing for a “green light” from the 
US to resume the war, saying 
that if it did, it would begin by 
targeting Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Mojtaba Khamenei and 
“return Iran to a dark age”.

“This time the attack will be 
different and deadly, delivering 
devastating blows in the most 
sensitive places,” he said in a 
statement released by his offi ce.
STRUGGLE FOR THE STRAIT

With the attacks on hold, at-
tention has shifted to the ship-
ping lanes off the coast of Iran.

Tehran says it will not consid-
er opening the Strait of Hormuz, 
normally the route for a fi fth of 
global oil and liquefi ed natural 
gas, until the US lifts its block-
ade of Iran’s shipping, which 
Washington imposed during 

the ceasefi re and Tehran calls 
a violation of that truce.

In a social media post, US 
President Donald Trump said 
it was Washington that was 
in “total control” of the strait, 
which he described as “’Sealed 
up Tight,’ until such time as 
Iran is able to make a DEAL!!!”.

Trump and his military of-
fi cials have said Iran’s navy 
is “at the bottom of the sea,” 
but Tehran’s speedboats show 
that it can still wreak havoc on 
shipping.

Washington, which has been 
confronting Iranian ships in in-
ternational waters to enforce 

its blockade, said it had board-
ed another tanker, the Majestic, 
in the Indian Ocean Thursday, 
an apparent reference to a su-
pertanker last reported off the 
coast of Sri Lanka carrying 2 
million barrels of crude.

US forces have redirected 33 
vessels since the blockade be-
gan, the military said Thursday. 

Iran’s judiciary chief Ghol-
amhossein Mohseni-Ejei said 
the merchant vessels Iran had 
seized had “faced the law”, 
while Iranian speedboats and 
marine drones were shelter-
ing in sea caves off an island 
keeping the US Navy from ap-
proaching.
‘NEITHER PEACE NOR WAR’

Trump cancelled threats to 
restart attacks on Iran in the 
ceasefi re’s fi nal hours Tues-
day. There has been no formal 
extension of the ceasefi re, and 
no plans have been announced 
for further talks.

Iranians, who endured 
six weeks of US and Israe-
li bombardment before the 
ceasefi re April 8, described a 
nerve-wracking environment 
under threat of renewed attack.

“In a situation that is nei-
ther peace nor war, things are 
somewhat frightening. At every 
moment, you think that Israel 
or the US might launch an at-
tack,” Arash, 35, a government 
employee in Tehran, told Reu-
ters by phone.

Pakistan, which hosted talks 
this month and had been pre-
paring for a second round be-
fore it was called off Tuesday, 
was still in touch with both 
sides, a Pakistani government 
source said. Iranian offi cials 
were still declining to commit 
to attend over the US blockade, 
the source added.
GLOBAL ECONOMY FEELS CHILL

The global economy is facing 
ever more tangible strains from 
the energy shock as factories 
grapple with soaring produc-
tion costs and activity weakens 
even in services sectors, major 
surveys showed Thursday.

HORMUZ CRISIS

Iran seizes control as talks collapse

Lebanon to seek ceasefi re extension 
BEIRUT/JERUSALEM: The United States will host a second meeting 
between Lebanese and Israeli envoys Thursday, with Beirut seeking 
the extension of a ceasefi re between Israel and Hezbollah, a day after 
Israeli strikes killed at least fi ve people including a journalist. The 
US-mediated ceasefi re, which is set to expire Sunday, has yielded a 
signifi cant reduction in violence, but attacks have continued in southern 
Lebanon, where Israeli troops have seized a self-declared buffer zone. 
Iran-backed Hezbollah says it has “the right to resist” occupying forces. 
Wednesday was Lebanon’s deadliest day since the ceasefi re took effect 
April 16. Those killed by Israeli strikes included Lebanese journalist 
Amal Khalil, according to a senior Lebanese military offi cial and her 
employer, Al-Akhbar newspaper. Hezbollah lawmaker Hassan Fadlallah 
said the group wanted the ceasefi re to continue but “on the basis of 
full compliance by the Israeli enemy”. At a televised press conference, 
he reiterated Hezbollah's objections to the face-to-face talks and 
urged the government to cancel all forms of direct contact with Israel. 
Hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel reignited March 2, when the 
group opened fi re in support of Iran in the regional war. The ceasefi re 
in Lebanon emerged separately from Washington’s efforts to with 
Tehran, though Iran had called for Lebanon to be included in any broader 
truce. Hezbollah said it carried out four operations in south Lebanon 
Wednesday in response to Israeli strikes.

Iran demands US 
lift blockade before 

resuming talks

Iranian speedboats able 
to harass shipping in 

Strait of Hormuz

Extension of Israel-
Lebanon ceasefi re to 

be discussed
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business
GOLD FALLS `900, 
SILVER PLUNGES `5,300 

Gold prices declined by `900 
to `1.56 lakh per 10 grams 
in the national capital 
Thursday, and silver plunged 
to `2.50 lakh per kilogram 
amid weak global trends.

Our parent company, 
Suzuki Motor Corporation's 

strong belief in India's growth 
story, along with an increased 
focus on developing India as an 
export hub, is enabling us to 
further expand our production 
capacity. We aim to scale it to 
about 40 lakh units per annum
HISASHI TAKEUCHI | MSIL MD & CEO 

Union Bank Q4 
profi t up 9.8% 
Mumbai: State-owned Union 
Bank of India Thursday 
reported a 9.83 per cent 
rise in March quarter's 
consolidated profi t after 
tax (PAT) at `5,503.61 crore 
on lower provision and 
improved asset quality. 
The city-headquartered 
bank posted a 6.6 per cent 
year-on-year rise in the 
standalone profi t at `5,316 
crore for the quarter. Its 
core net interest income 
(NII) declined 1.14 per cent 
on-year to `9,406 crore 
during the quarter on the 
back of narrowing of net 
interest margin to 2.64 per 
cent from 2.87 per cent, 
and a 9.74 per cent growth 
in advances. Managing 
director and chief executive 
Asheesh Pandey said the 
bank's credit growth is 
slower than the industry's 
15.6 per cent for fi scal 
2025-26, and it aims to 
match that or take a notch 
above in FY27. Pandey said 
the bank has a corporate 
loan book pipeline of 
`55,000 crore in the current 
fi nancial year, and `30,000 
crore of sanctions.

Infosys Q4 net 
profi t rises 20.8% 
New Delhi: IT major Infosys 
Thursday reported a 20.8 
per cent rise in consolidated 
net profi t to `8,501 crore in 
the January-March quarter 
of FY26. The Bengaluru-
headquartered fi rm had 
posted a net profi t of `7,033 
crore in the same period 
of FY25. The company's 
revenue from operations 
increased 13.4 per cent to 
`46,402 crore in Q4 FY26 
compared to `40,925 crore 
in the year-ago period.  In 
the full 2025-26 fi scal year, 
Infosys' net profi t climbed 
10.20 per cent to `29,440 
crore from `26,713 crore in 
2024-25. Its revenue from 
operations in FY26 rose 
9.6 per cent to `1,78,650 
crore. For FY27, Infosys 
has given a revenue 
growth forecast of 1.5 to 
3.5 per cent in constant 
currency.  "We delivered 
a resilient performance 
in FY26 with growth of 
3.1 per cent, with strong 
large deal wins of USD 
14.9 billion, refl ecting the 
robustness of our enterprise 
AI value proposition and 
market share gains in 
large transformation 
opportunities. The 
simplicity and strength of 
our AI services strategy 
across six areas is gaining 
traction in the market, 
further strengthened 
by strong ecosystem AI 
partnerships enabling 
clients to get value from 
AI," Infosys CEO and MD 
Salil Parekh said.

SHORT TAKES

With strong 
order intake, 
a healthy 

pipeline, and a 
clear strategic 
direction as a 
business creativity 
partner, LTM is well placed for 
sustainable growth

VENU LAMBU | LTM CEO & MD

As we deepen 
capital and 
expand 

access, it is im-
portant to ensure 
that our fi nancial 
system remains 
resilient and stable. A strong 
fi nancial system must be capable 
of supporting growth during 
favorable times, while also with-
standing shocks during periods of 
uncertainty 

M NAGARAJU | FINANCIAL SERVICES SECRETARY

uoteu

What SUVs 
did to the car 
market, this 

(scrambler bike) 
has the potential 
to do with the mo-
torcycle market. 
So, we are creating the SUV of 
motorcycles -- that is the category 
we are creating

ANUPAM THAREJA | 
CLASSIC LEGENDS CO-FOUNDER

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 23: Stock mar-
kets fell for the second consec-
utive day Thursday, with the 
benchmark Sensex tumbling 
852.49 points, as crude oil pric-
es once again breached the 
USD 100 per barrel mark amid 
stalled US-Iran negotiations.

Sustained foreign fund out-
fl ows, along with a weak trend 
in Asian and European equi-
ties, also unnerved investors.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
tumbled 852.49 points, or 1.09 
per cent, to settle at 77,664. 
During the day, it slumped 
942.31 points, or 1.20 per cent, 
to 77,574.18.

A total of 2,517 stocks de-
clined, while 1,762 advanced 
and 170 remained unchanged 
on the BSE. 

The 50-share NSE Nifty 
dropped 205.05 points, or 0.84 
per cent, to end at 24,173.05.

"Indian equity markets ex-
tended their decline, turning 
decisively negative as geopo-
litical tensions intensifi ed. Sen-
timent deteriorated following 
stalled Iran peace talks despite 
US President Donald Trump 

announcing an indefi nite cease-
fi re extension, which lacked 
clear confi rmation from Iran. 
Escalating concerns around 
tightening control over the 
Strait of Hormuz and the 
continuation of the US naval 
blockade pushed the Middle 
East situation back to a critical 
juncture," Ponmudi R, CEO of 
Enrich Money, an online trad-
ing and wealth tech fi rm, said. 

From the Sensex pack, Trent, 
Bajaj Finserv, Tech Mahindra, 
Mahindra & Mahindra, Infosys 

and HDFC Bank were among 
the major laggards.

In contrast, Adani Ports, 
Larsen & Toubro, Sun Phar-
ma, Bharti Airtel and Bharat 
Electronics were the winners.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, traded 1.89 per cent 
higher at USD 103.8 per barrel.

"Indian markets extended 
their losing streak, with the 
Nifty witnessing back-to-back 
bearish sessions and correct-
ing over 400 points across the 
last two trading days. The price 

action refl ects a clear shift in 
market tone - from resilience to 
risk aversion -as global uncer-
tainties intensify and domestic 
triggers fail to provide imme-
diate support," Hariprasad K, 
Research Analyst and founder, 
Livelong Wealth, said.

The BSE MidCap Select index 
declined 0.39 per cent, and the 
SmallCap Select index dipped 
0.34 per cent.

On the sectoral front, PSU 
Bank dropped 2.36 per cent, 
Auto (2.27 per cent), Realty (1.91 
per cent), Consumer Discretion-
ary (1.71 per cent), Consumer 
Durables (1.63 per cent) and 
Bankex (1.46 per cent).

On the other hand, Health-
care jumped 1.66 per cent, Cap-
ital Goods (0.40 per cent), Power 
(0.40 per cent) and Industrials 
(0.11 per cent).  

Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) offloaded eq-
uities worth `2,078.36 crore 
Wednesday, according to ex-
change data.

The rupee extended its losing 
streak for the fourth consecu-
tive session, settling 33 paise 
lower at 94.11 (provisional) 
Thursday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: India 
is projected to have 25,217 ul-
tra-high net worth individuals 
and 313 billionaires by 2031, 
spurred by wealth creation 
across technology, industrials 
and capital markets, according 
to Knight Frank.

Ultra-high Net Worth Indi-
viduals (UHNWIs) are defi ned 
as those having a net worth of 
USD 30 million and above.

At present, there are 19,877 
UHNWIs and 207 billionaires 

in India.
On Thursday, real estate con-

sultant Knight Frank released 
its 20th edition of The Wealth 
Report 2026, stating that there 
has been "dramatic accelera-
tion" in global wealth creation 
despite substantial geopolitical 
uncertainty, concerns over ris-
ing interest rates and uneven 
economic performance.

"India's UHNWI population 
is forecast to rise from 19,877 
today to 25,217 by 2031, under-
scoring its growing role in the 
global wealth landscape. This 

refl ects extraordinary wealth 
creation across technology, in-
dustrials and capital markets," 

the consultant said.
Mumbai accounts for 35.4 per 

cent of the UHNWI population 

in India. India now has the 
sixth-largest UHNWI popula-
tion in the world.

Globally, the UHNWI popu-
lation has increased to 713,626 
from 551,435 in 2021.

Knight Frank said that In-
dia's billionaire count rose 58 
per cent over the past fi ve years 
to 207 in 2026, placing the coun-
try 3rd globally after the United 
States (914) and China (485).

The country's billionaire pop-
ulation is forecast to rise by 51 
per cent from 207 in early 2026 
to 313 by 2031.

Shishir Baijal, International 
Partner, Chairman & Managing 
Director, Knight Frank India, 
said, "The expansion of India's 
wealth club mirrors its econom-
ic evolution as it becomes a 
more entrepreneurial economy 
maturing into one with deeper 
capital pools, more sophisti-
cated fi nancial markets and a 
growing cohort of globally con-
nected founders and investors."

Digitalisation, listed equi-
ties, private capital and fami-
ly-owned businesses all play a 
role, he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: The 
country's rice exports dipped 
7.5 per cent to USD 11.53 billion 
in 2025-26 due to a contraction 
in shipments to major destina-
tions including the Middle East 
countries, according to the com-
merce ministry data.

The exports in March de-
clined 15.36 per cent to USD 
997.53 million.

Shipments to Middle East 
region nations, including Iran, 
UAE, Saudi Arabia and Oman 
have been impacted due to the 
war between US-Israel and 
Iran.

Iran is India's top basmati 
rice export destination, but 
the shipments are witnessing 
growing stress on order fl ows, 
payment cycles, and ship sched-
ules due to the prevailing insta-
bility.

As per reports, importers 
have conveyed their inability 
to honour existing commit-
ments and remit payments to 
India, creating uncertainty for 
exporters.

In 2024-25, India exported 20.1 
million tonnes of rice valued at 
USD 12.5 billion, reaching more 
than 172 countries.

India is one of the world's 
largest producers and exporters 
of rice. It produced around 150 
million tonnes of rice in 2024-25 
from nearly 47 million hectares, 
accounting for about 28 per cent 
of global output.

Average yields have im-
proved from 2.72 tonnes per 
hectare in 2014-15 to about 3.2 
tonnes per hectare in 2024-25, 
driven by improved seed va-
rieties, better agronomic prac-
tices, and expanded irrigation 
coverage.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, April 23: Per-
sistent conflict in West Asia 
and supply chain disruptions 
could pose challenges to the 
domestic economy in the form 
of higher energy costs, input 
cost pressures, disruption in 
trade flows and financial mar-
ket spillovers, an RBI bulletin 
said Thursday. 

The conflict in West Asia 
has intensified pressures 
on the global supply chains 
in March with some easing 
observed in the first half 
of April, said an article on 
'State of the Economy' pub-
lished in the Reserve Bank's 
April bulletin.

Domestic economic activity 
displayed resilience in many 
segments, with a slowdown in 
a few others, it said.

The intensity and duration 
of the conflict, as well as the 
resultant damage to energy 
and other infrastructure, 
add risk to the inflation and 
growth outlook, it added.

"If the conflict persists and 
supply chains are not restored 
early, it may create challeng-

es to the domestic economy 
in the form of higher energy 
costs, input cost pressures, 
disruption in trade flows and 
financial market spillovers," 
the article said. 

Though inflation remains 
within the tolerance band, 
upside risks have increased, 
driven by supply-side dis-
ruptions, including weath-
er-related uncertainties, it 
pointed out.

"Possible second-round ef-
fects with the supply shock 
transforming itself into a 
demand shock also warrant 
careful and continuous as-
sessment. The temporary 
two-week ceasefire between 
the US and Iran has, however, 
provided some breather to the 
global economy," it said.

The strong macroeconomic 
fundamentals should support 
the Indian economy to main-
tain its resilience to with-
stand such shocks, according 
to the article.

The RBI said the views ex-
pressed in the Bulletin article 
are of the authors and do not 
represent the views of the cen-
tral bank.

India’s billionaire population may rise 51% by 2031: Report

Sensex tanks 852 pts as crude hits $100 RBI bulletin: West Asia confl ict 
may pose challenges to economy

Bank of Baroda holds 
annual felicitation event
SAMBALPUR: Bank of 
Baroda, Sambalpur Region 
organised its annual 
felicitation programme for 
FY26 here. The chief guest 
of the occasion was Sarat 
Kumar Panigrahi, General 
Manager, Bank of Baroda, 
Bhubaneswar Zone.  The 
program commenced 
with welcome speech 
by Debiprasad Mohanty, 
DGM & Regional Head, 
Sambalpur Region. 
Mohanty appreciated the 
remarkable performance 
and achievements of the region during FY26. He also praised 
the dedicated efforts of all Branch Heads for their valuable 
contributions and encouraged everyone to continue working 
together as a strong team in FY27 to achieve even greater success. 
Addressing the gathering, chief guest Panigrahi appreciated the 
excellent work carried out by Sambalpur Region. He highlighted the 
immense business potential of the region and discussed key areas 
of improvement - Customer Service, Growth in Digital Banking, 
CASA Mobilization, Recovery Management, Strengthening Retail 
and MSME business. On this occasion, top-performing Branch 
Managers and Business Correspondents were felicitated for their 
exceptional performance and signifi cant contributions across 
various business parameters during FY26. 

CUTTACK: Malabar Gold & Diamonds unveiled its ‘Bridal Show 
Campaign’ at its Cuttack Showroom. This campaign started April 
23 and will run till May 3. As a part of its fl agship bridal jewellery 
campaign for this year, the brand rolled out exclusive bridal jewellery 
collections in gold, diamond, polki, precious gemstones and more. 
The show was launched by Suravi Priyadarshini, Odia actress and 
model. It will provide an exceptional opportunity for customers to 
invest in jewellery that blends craftsmanship with value. The brand 
is also offering an advance booking facility under which customers 
can book jewellery by paying minimum 10% advance and get it at the 
booked rate or prevailing rate, whichever is lower. Commenting on 
the launch of Bridal Show, MP Ahammed, Chairman of Malabar Group 
said, “Bridal Show Campaign has emerged as the most popular bridal 
jewellery campaign among the new-age brides due to the unique 
design innovations we introduce every year and attractive offers. 
In line with our mission to offer exquisite designs to new-age brides 
across regions, we have launched some truly exceptional bridal 
jewellery collections. With our quality and purity assurance, our 
bridal jewellery collections will continue to enthral brides.”

Rakesh Kumar Singh appointed new 
Regional Head, Central Bank of India
BHUBANESWAR: 
Rakesh Kumar 
Singh joined as the 
new Regional Head 
of Central Bank of 
India, Bhubaneswar 
Region. Prior to 
this assignment, he 
was serving as the 
Regional Head of 
the bank’s Regional Offi ce in Gorakhpur. Singh 
began his banking career with Central Bank 
of India in 1995 as a clerk at Chhattisgarh. 
With over 31 years of rich experience in the 
banking sector, he has served in various 
states including Madhya Pradesh, Telangana, 
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Out of his 
total experience, he has spent 24 years in 
branch level and seven years in administrative 
offi ces, gaining extensive expertise in both 
operational and managerial roles. As the new 
Regional Head of Bhubaneswar Region, Singh 
has emphasized strengthening the bank’s 
priority sectors such as MSME, Retail Banking, 
and Agriculture. He stated that customer 
satisfaction will remain his top priority. He 
also plans to expand the bank’s presence 
in Odisha by opening more branches and 
improving the visibility and outreach of the 
bank across the region. 

West Asia war: Rice 
exports dip 7.5% to 
$11.53bn in 2025-26

Malabar Gold & Diamonds 
unveils Bridal Show Campaign

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: HSBC down-
graded Indian equities to "under-
weight" from "neutral" - its second 
cut in less than a month - as it 
expects surging energy prices 
triggered by the Middle East war 
to threaten the durability of the 
country's earnings recovery.

Brent crude is up 42% since 
the war started in late February 
and is currently trading above 
$100 a barrel, raising infl ation 
and growth risks for the world's 
third-largest oil importer.

"India now looks less attrac-
tive than North East Asian 
peers in the current macro 
setting," HSBC said in a note 
Thursday, with the benchmark 
Nifty 50 and Sensex falling 
6.7% and 7.9% so far this year 
- among the worst performing 
markets globally.

HSBC expects oil and gas 
markets to remain tight through 
most of the June and Septem-

ber quarters. Against that 
backdrop, it expects consensus 
earnings forecasts for 2026 - 
currently at 16% year-on-year 
growth - to be revised lower. A 
20% increase in crude prices 
could knock off 1.5 percentage 
points in earnings growth.

The brokerage said that al-
though domestic equity val-
uations have corrected from 
their peaks, they may appear 
expensive again as earnings 
downgrades fi lter through.

It also fl agged foreign inves-
tor concerns, including rupee 
depreciation risks, if oil prices 
stay elevated amid growing 
concerns related to the impact 
of artifi cial intelligence on In-
dian software services. Despite 
the downgrade, the brokerage 
maintained that selective op-
portunities remain in sectors 
such as private banking, base 
metals and healthcare, even 
as the broader market outlook 
turns cautious. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 23: State-
owned fuel retailers are incur-
ring losses of about `20 per litre 
on petrol and roughly `100 per 
litre on diesel as pump prices 
remain frozen for nearly four 
years despite a surge in global 
oil prices, the government said 
Thursday, signalling there is no 
immediate plan to raise retail 
fuel rates.

Dismissing reports of a po-
tential `25-28 per litre increase 
in petrol and diesel prices after 
assembly elections, the Minis-
try of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas (MoPNG) said in a post on 
X that "there is no such propos-
al under consideration by the 
government".

At a news briefi ng on devel-
opments in West Asia, Sujata 
Sharma, Joint Secretary in Mo-

PNG, said international prices 
of crude oil (raw material used 
to make fuel like petrol and die-
sel) and LPG rates have been 
very volatile, yet the govern-
ment has not increased prices.

Crude which was USD 70 per 
barrel last year, averaged over 
USD 113 this month, she said. 
"There is a huge increase... 
inspite of that the government 
has not increased prices and 
the effort of the government has 
been to keep the prices stable."

Retail petrol and diesel prices 
have remained frozen since ear-
ly April 2022 -- a period during 
which oil prices rose in some 
months and fell in other times. 
When prices fell, state-owned 
oil fi rms made handsome prof-
its, which they used to set off 
losses when rates rose.

Sharma said despite the in-
crease in oil prices after war 

in West Asia, the government 
has not increased retail pump 
rates. "The effort of the govern-
ment has been to keep the price 
stable."

The sharp increase in prices in 
international markets, on which 
India is 88 per cent dependent to 
meet its oil needs, has led to PSUs 
incurring under-recoveries on 
petrol and diesel, she said.

Under-recoveries -- the dif-
ference between retail price 
and the desired rate if domes-
tic prices were aligned with 
import parity -- vary on daily 
basis. "(Under-recovery) may 
be around `20 (per litre) on 
petrol and around `100 (a litre) 
on diesel," she said.

She, however, hastened to 
add that government interven-
tions so far have been to pro-
vide stability in terms of price 
and it will continue to do that.

HSBC DOWNGRADES 
INDIA TO 'UNDERWEIGHT'

Oil cos losing `20 per litre on
petrol, `100 on diesel: Govt
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Mumbai, April 23: Sanju 
Samson carried his bat with 
a splendid 101 not out, while 
Akeal Hosein’s stunning 4/17 
powered Chennai Super Kings 
to a crushing 103-run victory 
over a listless Mumbai Indians 
in their Indian Premier League 
clash here Thursday.

Samson stood tall with a 
54-ball 101 (10x4s, 8x6s) in the 
fi rst half, which took a faltering 
CSK to a challenging 207/6.

In reply, Mumbai Indians en-
dured a horror start, slumping 
to 11 for three inside the fi rst 
three overs, and never recov-
ered as they were bowled out 
for 104 in 19 overs, their biggest 
defeat in the IPL.

Backed by a partisan crowd 
that made it feel more like 
Chepauk than the Wankhede 
Stadium, CSK produced a clin-
ical all-round performance de-
spite the absence of MS Dhoni.

In a season marred by poor 
returns in the powerplay, Mum-
bai Indians endured their worst 
start yet, crawling to 29 for 

three after six overs following 
an early burst of wickets.

Danish Malewar (0) fell fi rst 
in classical fashion, edging a 
Hosein delivery that gripped 
and spun away to be caught 
behind by Samson in the fi rst 
over.

Mukesh Choudhary (1/31) 
then struck to dismiss Quin-

ton de Kock (7), 
who chopped 
one back on-
to his stumps, 
before Hosein 
returned in the 
third over to clean 
up Naman Dhir (0) with a 
delivery that straightened and 
rattled the top of middle stump.

A horror start not-
withstanding, MI still 
had plenty of batting 
left in the form of last 

game’s centurion Tilak 
Varma, Suryakumar Ya-

dav and Hardik Pandya, 
but none could spark a fi ght-
back.

Tilak and Suryakumar 

looked more intent on rebuild-
ing than counter-attacking, 
stitching a 56-ball 73-run stand 
for the fourth wicket, but the 
effort only allowed the asking 
rate to spiral further out of 
reach.

Suryakumar’s 30-ball 35, 
laced with fi ve fours, was 
scratchy by his standards, with 

the India T20I skipper even 
missing his trademark fl ick 
off the pads twice.

On one occasion, he was left 
writhing in pain after being 
struck by an Anshul Kamboj 
delivery, and on the other, he 
thumped the ground in frus-
tration as his bat slipped out 
of his hands while attempting 
the shot.

The fl oodgates reopened once 
again when Tilak, who scored 
37 off 29 with fi ve fours, played 
one back onto his stumps to be-
come Hosein's third victim in 
the 12th over. Hosein then com-
pleted a fi ne spell by dismissing 
Suryakumar, whose top-edged 
sweep was safely pouched at 
deep backward square leg.

Noor Ahmed then delivered 
a decisive double-wicket over, 
removing the out-of-sorts Har-
dik Pandya (1) and Sherfane 
Rutherford (0) to virtually seal 
the contest, leaving Mumbai 
Indians reeling at 87 for seven.

Brief Scores:
Chennai Super Kings: 

207/6; 20 overs (Sanju Samson 
101 not out, Ruturaj Gaikwad 
22, Dewald Brevis 21; Ashwani 
Kumar 2/37, AM Ghazanfar 
2/25, Jasprit Bumrah 1/31) 
beat Mumbai Indians: 104; 19 
overs (Akeal Hosein 4/17, Noor 
Ahmed 2/23) by 103 runs.
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TODAY'S MATCH
RCB GTvs

TIME: 7:30 PM
Star Sports channels & JioHotstar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Los Angeles, April 23: ICC 
CEO Sanjog Gupta Thursday 
termed the "ground breaking" 
of the cricket venue for the 2028 
Olympics as the fulfi lment of a 
long awaited "promise", noting 
that the facility, which also 
serves as the home ground of 
the Los Angeles Knight Riders, 
will bring the sport to the global 
showpiece.

"This is a moment in history 
because what we are breaking 
ground on today is not simply 
a cricket fi eld. We are breaking 
ground on a promise. A prom-
ise that took 128 years to keep," 
Gupta said.

Gupta was speaking at the 
ground breaking ceremony of 
the venue for the Los Angeles 
2028 Olympics. Gupta said crick-
et's return to the Olympics after 
more than a century marked 
recognition of the sport's glob-
al appeal, following the Inter-
national Olympic Committee 

(IOC) approving its inclusion 
in the Los Angeles Games.

"That's how long the world's 
second most popular sport, a 
game played and passionately 
followed by more than 2.5 bil-
lion people, has been missing 
from the Olympic stage.

"When the International 
Olympic Committee formally 
approved cricket's inclusion 
in the Los Angeles 2028 Games, 
it wasn't just a scheduling an-
nouncement. It was a recogni-
tion that the Olympics should 
refl ect the sports that billions 
of people love," he said.

"The International Cricket 
Council humbly accepted that 
recognition with our full com-
mitment."

Cricket returns to the Olym-
pics for the fi rst time since 1900.

ICC chairman Jay Shah wel-
comed the development and 
said, "These are very exciting 
times for the game of cricket as 
it makes giant strides in estab-
lishing itself as a global sport.

"Our focus has been on ex-
panding the footprint of cricket 
and being part of the Olympic 
movement is something that 
brings both pride and dreams 
with it. "The groundbreaking 
marks an important milestone 

in cricket's return to the Olym-
pics and is a proud moment for 
all ICC Members and stakehold-
ers worldwide. We're confi dent 
this venue will take centre-stage 
during the Games and leave a 
legacy for cricket in the USA."

Referring to the venue at 
Pomona, Gupta said its com-
munity driven legacy made 
it an ideal choice for cricket's 
Olympic return.

Gupta acknowledged the role 
of the Knight Riders group in 
developing the venue, high-
lighting its intent to grow crick-
et in the United States.

He said the Olympic platform 
would provide cricket unprec-
edented global exposure, with 
billions expected to follow the 
Games. "When the LA28 Games 
take place in July 2028, the eyes 
of four billion Olympic viewers 
will be on Los Angeles. Many of 
those eyes will fall on Fairplex 
and on cricket for the fi rst time.

"That is not just a sporting 
moment, it is a cultural one, 
the moment cricket introduces 
itself properly to many parts of 
the world, including America," 
he said. Emphasising the larg-
er signifi cance of sport, Gupta 
said the Olympics represent 
more than commercial success.

Olympic cricket coming to Knight Riders home

This is a moment in history because what we are break-
ing ground on today is not simply a cricket fi eld. We are 
breaking ground on a promise. A promise that took 128 

years to keep 
SANJOG GUPTA | CEO, ICC

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Johannesburg, April 23: In-
dia scored their highest-ever 
total against South Africa but 
still suffered a nine-wicket 
thrashing at the hands of the 
home team with skipper Laura 
Wolvaardt leading the way with 
a splendid ton in the third wom-
en's T20 International against 
South Africa here Wednesday.

South Africa thus took an 
unassailable 3-0 lead to clinch 
the fi ve-match series. The re-
maining two WT20Is in Johan-
nesburg and Benoni is now 
rendered inconsequential.

Put in to bat, India made 
192 for 4 -- their highest ever 
against South Africa -- with 
captain Harmanpreet Kaur and 
opener Shafali Verma scoring 
66 and 64 respectively.

But, South Africa captain 
Wolvaardt slammed 115 off 
just 53 balls while her opening 
partner Sune Luus struck 64 
not out off 42 deliveries against 
a hapless Indian bowlers to eas-
ily chase down the target of 193 

with 21 balls to spare and take 
an unasailable 3-0 lead in the 
fi ve-match series. South Africa 
reached 193 for 1 in 16.3 overs.

This was the third highest 
successful run chase in wom-
en's T20I history after West In-
dies and England overhauled 
212 and 198 against Australia 
and India respectively in 2023 
and 2018.

Wolvaardt, who has been in 
top form in the series having 
made 51 and 54 in the fi rst two 
matches, struck as many as 14 

boundaries and fi ve sixes while 
toying with the Indian bowlers.

Luus, who had made 13 and 
57 in the fi rst two matches, hit 
six boundaries and two sixes.

The South African duo were 
together for 183 runs for the 
opening wicket before Wol-
vaardt got out in the 16th over.

Veteran India all-rounder 
Deepti Sharma failed yet again 
with the ball as she continued 
to search her fi rst wicket in 
the series. She returned with 
fi gures of 0/46 in 3.3 overs on 
Wednesday.

Earlier, captain Harman-
preet Kaur and opening batter 
Shafali Verma struck a half 
century each as India pro-
duced a far better batting per-
formance to post 192 for 4.

Brief Scores:
India: 192 for 4 in 20 overs 

(Shafali Verma 64, Harman-
preet Kaur 66; Nonkululeko 
Mlaba 2/31) lost to South Afri-
ca: 193 for 1 in 16.3 overs (Lau-
ra Wolvaardt 115, Sune Luus 64 
not out; Shreyanka Patil 1/30) 
by 9 wickets

3RD WT20I

Proteas whitewash eves 3-0
Wolvaardt ton sets up crushing series win for South Africa against India

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Madrid, April 23: After clinch-
ing a fi rst-round win on debut 
at the Madrid Open, Spain's 
newest tennis sensation Rafa-
el Jodar raised his arms and 
opened them wide to imitate 
the goal celebration England 
and Real Madrid soccer star 
Jude Bellingham.

The 19-year-old Jodar, a 
Madrid native and a Real 
Madrid fan, then wrote "Hey 
Jude" on the lens of one of the 
TV cameras.

Bellingham, who was in the 
stands Wednesday, smiled and 
applauded. The two then met 
briefl y and posed for a photo 
doing Bellingham's goal cele-
bration together.

"I talked to him after the 
match, asked him if he had 
liked it," Jodar said. "I didn't 
know that he was going to be 
here, it meant a lot to me. He's 
a great person. I'm very grate-
ful that he came. He's an ex-
ample for me, he's my favorite 
soccer player."

Jodar had met Bellingham 
and other Real Madrid players 
when he was honored by the 
club at the Santiago Bernabeu 
Stadium following Jodar's title 
at the 2024 US Open Boys' cham-
pionship.

On Wednesday, he needed 2 
1/2 hours to rally past Jesper de 
Jong 2-6, 7-5, 6-4 at the Caja Mag-
ica center court in the Spanish 
capital.

With the victory, Jodar be-
came just the third Spaniard 
- after Rafael Nadal and Car-
los Alcaraz - to earn a main-
draw win in Madrid before 
turning 20.

"I was really looking for-
ward to competing here, but 
I knew I had to play a solid 
match from start to fi nish," 
Jodar said. "I'm happy because 
this victory allows me to play 
another match here." Jodar, 
who earlier this month won 
in Marrakech for his fi rst ATP 
Tour title, was outside the top 
600 in the rankings just a year 
ago. He entered the top 100 in 
March, and is now No 42.

New ‘Rafa’ dedicates debut 
win to footballer Bellingham
With the victory, Jodar became just the third Spaniard 

- after Rafael Nadal and Carlos Alcaraz - to earn a 
main-draw win in Madrid before turning 20

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Madrid, April 23: Barcelona 
restored its nine-point lead over 
Real Madrid in the Spanish 
league with a 1-0 win over Cel-
ta Vigo during which Lamine 
Yamal and Joao Cancelo were 
injured before halftime.

Yamal was hurt while con-
verting a penalty that secured 
Barcelona's eighth straight 
league victory.

Spain forward Yamal and 
Portugal defender Cancelo 
had to be replaced with appar-
ent muscle ailments that raise 
concerns ahead of the World 
Cup in June. There were no 
immediate details about the 
severity of their injuries.

Yamal converted his penalty 
in the 40th minute and immedi-
ately looked to the bench and 
signalled that he was hurt. He 
dropped to the ground as his 
teammates arrived to celebrate, 
then appeared to grab the back 
of his left leg.

Yamal left the fi eld on his 
own after being attended by 
doctors. He talked briefl y with 
coach Hansi Flick on the side-
lines before walking into the 
locker-room tunnel by himself.

Cancelo had already been re-
placed in the 24th for an appar-
ent muscle injury to his right 
leg. The match was stopped for 
about 15 minutes shortly after 
Yamal converted the penalty 
because a fan had to be attended 
by doctors in the stands.

Madrid had moved within six 
points of the lead with a 2-1 home 
win against Alaves on Tuesday. 

There are six rounds left.
Atletico's slump

Atletico Madrid's league 
struggles continued with a 3-2 
loss at Elche, its fourth-consec-
utive match without a victory 
in the competition.

The visitors were a man 
down from the 30th after Thia-
go Almada was sent off for 
grabbing an opponent inside 

the area.
It was Atletico's fi rst match 

since losing the Copa del Rey fi -
nal to Real Sociedad in a penal-
ty shootout. Before that, Diego 
Simeone's team had eliminated 
Barcelona in the quarterfi nals 
of the Champions League.

Atletico has only one win in 
its last eight matches in all com-
petitions - 2-0 at Barcelona in the 
fi rst leg. It advanced to the semi-
fi nals despite a 2-1 loss at home.

Andre Silva scored twice for 
Elche, including the 75th-min-
ute winner. He had already 
converted a fi rst-half penalty 
caused by Almada's foul.

Elche is out of the relegation 
zone with the victory, its third 
in four matches. Sociedad's Copa 
celebrations were marred by a 
1-0 loss to visiting Getafe, which 
moved into sixth place with its 
seventh win in 10 matches.

Barcelona's 9-point lead in vain
YAMAL TO MISS REST OF 

SEASON DUE TO INJURY, EYES 
FIFA WORLD CUP COMEBACK

JOAO CANCELO REPLACED 
IN THE 24TH MINUTE FOR AN 

APPARENT MUSCLE INJURY TO 
HIS RIGHT LEG

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 23: The 
Odisha State Senior Boys Roll 
Ball Team has departed for Shill-
ong, Meghalaya, to participate in 
the National East Zone Roll Ball 
Championship scheduled for 
April 24–25, 2026. The team left 
with high hopes and strong de-
termination to perform well and 
represent the state with pride at 
the zonal level competition. 

A formal send-off and felici-
tation ceremony was organized 
prior to their departure. The 
event was graced by Director 
of Sports Dr. Yeddula Vijay, 
IAS, along with Administra-
tor-cum-Additional Secretary 
Shri Bijay Kumar Swain, OAS. 
Odisha Roll Ball Association 

founder Shri Partha Sarathi 
Jena also present, encouraging 
the players and wishing them 
success in the tournament.

The squad will be led by cap-
tain Pritish Aryan Jena, with 
Kaustuv Pattnaik serving as 
vice-captain. The team compris-
es a balanced mix of experienced 
and emerging players, including 
Swastik Praharaj and Kamal Ku-
mar Das as goalkeepers, along 
with Ansuman Patra, Sai Sriyan-
shu Rout, Ankit Nayak, Rajeev 
Sahoo, Pratik Arnav Jena, Ayush 
Jena, and Arman Subudhi.

With a strong lineup and 
dedicated leadership, the Odi-
sha team aims to deliver an 
impressive performance in 
Shillong and make their mark 
in the East Zone championship.

INJURY BLOWS

Odisha Roll Ball team departs

TEAMS P W L NRR PTS

IPL STANDINGS

PBKS 6 5 0 1.420 11

RR 7 5 2 0.790 10

RCB 6 4 2 1.171 8

SRH 7 4 3 0.820 8

CSK 7 3 4 0.118 6

DC 6 3 3 -0.130 6

GT 6 3 3 -0.821 6

MI 7 2 5 -0.736 4

LSG 7 2 5 -1.277 4

KKR 7 1 5 -0.879      3

CSK hammer MI in one-sided clash
Sanju Samson, 
Akeal Hosein power 
CSK to massive 
103-run win over MI

IPL


