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The Atacama Desert (Chile), 
April 26: In Chile’s Atacama 
Desert, the night sky feels in-
fi nite. Considered the driest 
place on Earth, it also offers one 
of the clearest windows into the 
universe. A rare combination of 
an extremely dry climate, high 
altitude, and—crucially—min-
imal exposure to urban light 
pollution makes the Atacama 
an unrivaled hub for world-class 
astronomy and home to some of 
the largest ground-based astro-
nomical projects. However, driv-
en by urban sprawl, industrial 
development, and the expansion 
of mining and wind farms, the 
desert is gradually losing the 
pristine beauty of its night sky.

“The conditions in Atacama 
Desert are unique in the world,” 
said Chiara Mazzucchelli, pres-
ident of the Chilean Astronom-
ical Society. “There are more 
than 300 clear nights per year, 
meaning no clouds and no rain.”

World’s darkest skies may be 
at risk

Last year, the desert became 

a battleground between scien-
tists and an energy fi rm pro-
posing a green power complex 
just a few miles from Paranal 
Observatory. Managed by the 
European Southern Observa-
tory, ESO, the site also is the 
future home to what is to be the 
most powerful optical telescope 
ever built.

Although the energy project 
was cancelled in January fol-
lowing a massive appeal from 
astronomers, physicists and 

Nobel laureates, it exposed 
deep concerns that existing sky 
preservation laws are lax, out-
dated and unclear. Since then, 
several environmental regula-
tions have come under review, 
including one from Chile’s sci-
ence ministry targeting protect-
ed astronomical zones.

“We are working to ensure 
the new criteria are strict 
enough to guarantee that there 
will be no impact on astronomi-
cal areas,” said Daniela Gonza-

lez, director of Cielos de Chile 
Foundation, a nonprofi t found-
ed in 2019 to protect the quality 
of Chile’s night skies.

The Associated Press spent 
three days visiting the Paran-
al facilities in the heart of the 
so-called Photon Valley. In this 
high-altitude corridor, several 
observatories operate side by 
side using some of the most so-
phisticated instruments ever 
engineered.

“Many of these large facil-
ities are located in Chile, and 
ESO’s telescopes in partic-
ular are the most powerful 
astronomical facilities on the 
planet,” said Itziar de Grego-
rio-Monsalvo, the intergovern-
mental organization’s represen-
tative in Chile.

The exceptional conditions of 
Atacama have enabled some of 
the most ambitious astronom-
ical projects ever conceived, 
like Extremely Large Tele-
scope (ELT) - a USD 1.5 billion 
endeavour by ESO scheduled 
for completion in 2030.

With 798 mirrors and a 
light-gathering area of nearly 
1,000 sq m, the ELT will be 20 

times more powerful than to-
day’s leading telescopes and 
15 times sharper than NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope.

Darkness under threat
Twenty years ago, the Atac-

ama Desert was “an ocean of 
darkness”, recalled Eduardo 
Unda-Sanzana, director of the 
Astronomy Centre at the Uni-
versity of Antofagasta. “It was 
just you and the universe”.

Over the years, however, 
the landscape has changed 
drastically.

Driven by urban sprawl, 
industrial development, and 
the arrival of mining and 
wind farms, the desert has 
become a coveted territory 
where balance is not always 
easy to reach.

In Paranal, specialists live 
like moles in an underground 
residence designed to keep 
their presence almost undetect-
able. Windows must remain 
covered, hallways stay dark, 
and any outside movement is 
guided only by fl ashlight. Even 
the faintest light can interfere 
with the telescopes.

Light pollution threat to Atacama’s pristine night skies
NIGHTS LOSING DARKNESS

IN FULL SWING: Maharana servitors busy preparing wheels for the chariots ahead of annual Rath Yatra in Puri, Sunday  OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Basudevpur, April 26: Angry 
residents ransacked Basude-
vpur community health centre 
(CHC) in Bhadrak district fol-
lowing the death of a 14-year-old 
boy, allegedly due to a wrongly 
administered injection.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Mukesh Barik, son of De-
bakant Barik and a student 
of Class IX of JK High School 
at Padmapur and a native of 
Melaksahi village under Pad-
mapur panchayat. 

Mukesh was playing cricket 
when a bamboo splinter pierced 
his leg, causing heavy bleeding. 

He was rushed to a local quack at 
Edatal before being shifted to the 
CHC, where doctors stitched his 
wound and administered an injec-
tion. However, his condition dete-
riorated and he died at the CHC.

Family members alleged the 
boy died due to the wrong in-
jection. They staged a protest 
at the doctor’s chamber. Angry 
locals vandalised the hospital prop-
erties and staged a road blockade 
by placing the body at the gate and 
burning tyres. Police tried to pacify 
the crowd but failed. As protesters 
tried to enter the hospital, police 
resorted to lathicharge, leaving at 
least four to fi ve persons injured. 

Sub-Collector Sourav 
Chakraborty, Additional SP 
Anshuman Dwivedi and tehsil-
dar Priyabrata Das reached the 
spot and began an inquiry.

The bereaved family submitted a 
memorandum to the Collector, de-
manding `10 lakh compensation, 
govt job for a family member, and 
action against the doctor and hos-
pital staffers over the issue.

Boy’s death at CHC
sparks violent stir

Mali’s defence min killed India-NZ FTA Marathon milestone 
Mali’s Defence Minister Sadio 
Camara was killed in an attack 
by an al Qaeda affi liate on his 
residence 

India and New Zealand set to sign 
their free trade agreement April 27, 
aimed at doubling bilateral trade 
between the two countries

Sabastian Sawe of Kenya 
becomes the fi rst person to 
break the fabled 2-hour barrier 
in the marathon
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IRREGULAR by MANJUL

The anti-defection law is 
clear. It permits defection only 

to the ruling party
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A media dinner party hosted by 
US President Donald Trump 
took a harrowing turn Saturday 
when an assailant laced with 
multiple weapons breached the 
security and opened fi re during 
the event at Washington Hilton. 
The President and First Lady 
Melania Trump were evacuated 
unharmed but the breach has 
sparked intense scrutiny of the 
President’s security detail. The 
location of the attack added a 
chilling layer of signifi cance, as 
the Washington Hilton was the 
site of the 1981 attempted assassi-
nation of President Ronald Rea-
gan by John Hinckley Jr. This 
latest incident serves as a grim 
reminder of the persistent threats 
faced by sitting presidents 
near this specifi c venue

AGENCIES

Washington, April 26: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and other 
top offi cials were evacuated un-
harmed from the annual dinner 
of White House correspondents 
after a man armed with multiple 
weapons fi red shots outside the 
ballroom of the hotel.

The incident took place at 

around 8:34pm local time when 
dinner was served. At that time, 
Trump was seen having a con-
versation with Weijia Jiang, 
President of White House Cor-
respondents’ Association, and 
mentalist Oz Pearlman, who was 
scheduled to present a show at 
the marquee event at the Wash-
ington Hilton here.

Trump and his offi cials were 
the likely targets of the shooter, 
US Acting Attorney General 
Todd Blanche said Sunday.

CCTV footage released by 
Trump on Truth Social showed 

the suspect running rapidly 
through a security checkpoint, 
momentarily catching security 
personnel off-guard before they 
drew their weapons. No shots 
were fi red at the gunman who 
got through two checkpoints 
before being brought down.

“You know, he charged from 
50 yards away, so he was very 
far away from the room. He was 
moving. He was really mov-
ing,” Trump said after the gala 
dinner was canceled.

Offi cials believe he is a “lone 
wolf,” Trump said.

Secret Service offi cials and 
other security personnel cov-
ered the President, First Lady 
Melania Trump, Vice President 
JD Vance, and the Second Lady 
Usha Vance, who were seated 
at the head table, and escorted 
them out of the ballroom.

Several guests at the dinner, 
including leaders across the 
political spectrum, journalists 
and other invitees, ducked un-
der the table, apparently as a re-

fl ex reaction. Putting up a brave 
face, President Trump later an-
nounced on Truth Social that 
the dinner would be rescheduled 
within 30 days.

“Boom, boom, boom, boom is 
all that I heard, and many guests 
ducked under the table,” a C-SPAN 
reporter at the dinner said.

Hours later, Trump addressed 
a presser at White House and 
announced that the security per-
sonnel had captured one person 
who hails from California.

“I heard a noise and sort of 
thought it was a tray going 
down. I’ve heard that many 
times. It was a pretty loud noise, 
and it was from quite far away. 
He (the attacker) hadn’t reached 
the area at all. They really got 
him,” Trump told reporters, re-
calling the incident.

Trump said one security offi -
cer was shot at but saved as he 
was wearing a bulletproof vest.

Several protesters had lined 
up on the road outside the ho-
tel, raising slogans against the 
Trump administration and De-
fence Secretary Pete Hegseth.

The suspect, Cole Tomas Al-
len from California, has been 
arrested. 

Shooter Allen a tutor, 
videogame creator

Social media posts that appear 
to match the 31-year-old 

Cole Tomas Allen show he is 
a highly educated tutor and 
amateur videogame developer. 
A May 2025 profi le photo of 
Allen appears to match the 
appearance of the man in a 
photo of the alleged attacker 
being taken into custody 
that was posted Saturday 
night by Trump. Allen earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 2017 
in mechanical engineering 
from California Institute of 
Technology in Pasadena.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 26: Raghu 
Rai, one of India’s best known 
photographers who distilled the 
essence of an evolving India and 
its people through his lens, died 
at a private hospital here in the 
early hours of Sunday. He was 83.

“Dad was diag-
nosed with prostate 
cancer two years ago 
but he was cured. 
Then it spread to 
the stomach, that 
too was cured. Re-
cently, the cancer 
spread to his brain 
and then there were 
age-related issues 
too,” Nitin Rai, pho-
tographer and Rai’s 
son, told PTI. 

He is survived by wife Gur-
meet, son Nitin and daughters 
Lagan, Avani and Purvai.

Born December 18, 1942, in 
Jhang, Punjab (now in Paki-
stan), Rai was qualifi ed as a 
civil engineer and only took up 
photography at 23 before joining 

‘The Statesman’ as its chief pho-
tographer in 1966.

Life from that point onwards 
was anything but a blur. Over 
the next six decades, Rai’s lens 
froze for posterity fl eeting mo-
ments with unmatched clarity, 
documenting a growing India’s 
socio-political landscape.

The prolifi c photog-
rapher, a protege of 
Henri Cartier-Bresson, 
shot some of the most 
signifi cant events in 
Indian modern histo-
ry, including the Ban-
gladesh refugee crisis 
of 1972 and the Bhopal 
gas tragedy of 1984.

Rai received the 
Padma Shri in 1972 
for his coverage of the 

Bangladesh war and its after-
math, apart from several na-
tional and international awards.

He received the Photographer 
of the Year award in the United 
States for his photo essay “Hu-
man Management of Wildlife in 
India”, published in National 
Geographic.  MORE PAGE 9

Iconic photographer 
Raghu Rai dies at 83

Shots fi red at WH dinner; Trump safe
City shopkeeper held 
for raping MBA girl
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 26: A gro-
cer was arrested Sunday on charge 
of raping an MBA student at her 
rented house here, an offi cer said. 

Police said the incident took 
place Friday night when the vic-
tim, a second-year MBA student 
from Bilaspur 
in Chhattis-
garh, was 
alone at her 
house. Her 
roommate was 
away April 24, 
they said. 

The survivor, in her early 
20s, had sought some grocery 
items from the nearby shop, 
for which the accused came to 
her house and raped her, police 
said, adding that the victim 
fi led an FIR Saturday. 

A case of rape under Section 
64(1) and 62 of BNS was regis-
tered at the Info Valley police 
station and the accused was ar-
rested. Police said the man was 
arrested after getting prima facie 
evidence. The victim’s allega-
tions were substantiated through 
CCTV footage and other circum-
stantial evidence, they added. 

The survivor’s statement 
was also recorded before a 
magistrate, and she was medi-
cally examined. Further probe 
is in progress.

Rashmika Mandanna shares 
how children inherit 
emotional burden and 
pain from parents

Rashmika’s take

Security personnel detain suspect Cole Tomas Allen at White House 
Correspondents’ Association dinner in Washington  REUTERS

2 Census workers
die of ‘sunstroke’ 
POST NEWS NETWORK

Betnoti/Sundargarh, April 
26: Two teachers engaged in 
Census work died of reported 
sunstroke in separate incidents 
in the state Sunday.

In Mayurbhanj district, Ra-
jkapur Hembram, a teacher of 
Baidyanath High School at Pu-
rinda Kakharua under Betno-
ti block, died Sunday evening 
while undergoing treatment at 
PRM Medical College and Hos-
pital in Baripada. He had been 
engaged in the Central govern-
ment’s Census exercise, con-
ducting door-to-door surveys 
in panchayat areas.

Hembram reportedly fell 
ill Thursday due to extreme 
heat and had taken two days’ 

leave. As 
per reports, 
he had earli-
er informed 
colleagues 
about pres-
sure from 
authorities 
to continue 

census duties despite his ill-
ness. He died during treatment 
Sunday. Family members and 
local teachers’ associations 
expressed grief over his death.

In a similar incident in Sund-
argarh district, Anurag Ekka, 
a teacher of Jarda Government 
High School under Gurundia 
block, fell ill while on Census du-
ty Saturday. He was fi rst taken 
to Gurundia community health 
centre and later shifted to the 
district headquarters hospital as 
his condition worsened. He died 
during treatment the same day.

District Emergency Offi cer 
Ashwini Kumar Panda said 
the exact cause of death will be 
ascertained after postmortem 
report arrive, adding that it is 
yet to be established whether 
heatstroke led to his death.



MUMBAI: Ulka Gupta says meaning-
ful, socially driven stories matter more 
to her than screen time, following the 
success of The Kerala Story 2 Goes Be-
yond. She believes strong narratives 
and impactful messages are what truly 
connect with audiences and make a 
difference.

Talking about her upcoming fi lm 
Rajini Ki Baraat, directed by Aditya 
Aman, Ulka shared her excitement 
about playing a bold character who 
challenges societal norms. The story, in-
spired by real events, follows a woman 
who takes charge of her own baraat to 
support the man she loves, an uncon-
ventional and powerful decision.

Ulka also revealed her personal con-
nection to the fi lm, sharing her roots in 
Bihar, which helped her naturally adapt 
to the character’s language and back-

ground. Refl ecting on her journey, 
she acknowledged the challenges 
of transitioning from television to 
fi lms without industry backing, 
noting it required persistence 
and time.

Having worked across Tel-
ugu, Bengali and Marathi 
cinema, she continues to 
explore diverse roles, in-
cluding her upcoming 
projects Premaku Nam-
askaram and Agadha. 
Ulka emphasises that 
experimentation and 
meaningful storytelling 
remain central to her ca-
reer choices, as she strives 
to leave a lasting impact 
through her performances. 
AGENCIES

There ain't no mountain high 
enough and there ain't no 
valley deep. Today, you will fi nd yourself 
on an invincible run. You might be your 
own worst enemy today if you waste your 
effort and energy for unproductive purpos-
es. Overall, it is smooth sailing today and 
Ganesha advises you to stay focussed.

MUMBAI: Ameesha 
Patel has opened up 
about one of the 
biggest “what-ifs” 
of her career, re-
vealing that she 
was the original 
choice for Tere 
Naam, a role 
that eventually 
went to Bhumi-
ka Chawla. In 
a candid re-
fl ection, she 
admitted 
that turning 
down the 
fi lm remains 
a major re-
gret.

Patel 
shared that 

when Sal-
man fi rst ap-

proached her, the 
project was still in its 

early stages. While 
the core con-
cept and music 
were ready, 
there was no 
fi nalised direc-
tor or shooting 
schedule, mak-
ing it diffi cult 
for her to com-
mit. As an actor 

juggling multiple projects, she couldn’t afford to keep 
dates open indefi nitely.

She recalled that the film went through a pro-
longed development phase before late filmmaker 
Satish Kaushik eventually came on board. By the 
time everything was finalised and the film was 
ready to begin production, Ameesha had already 
committed to other work.

Looking back, she expressed admiration for the 
fi lm’s story and music, acknowledging its success 
and emotional impact. Calling it “defi nitely my 
loss,” Patel admitted she wishes she had made a 
different decision. AGENCIES

You will be dressed to kill 
today. People around you 
may or may not comment, 
but they will defi nitely notice you. Your 
sense of style and taste will bowl every-
one over. People would scramble for a 
glimpse of you. You will be a celebrity. 
Most probably, your beloved will share 
the limelight with you.

The thing with skills is that 
they are not static; they are 
as dynamic as anything else. 
It is akin to being on a treadmill — you 
need to continuously keep moving just to 
stay in the same place, says Ganesha. So 
keep refreshing yourself by learning new 
things in order to sustain your progress. 
What you need is passion to help you shine 
in your profession, according to Ganesha.

One scale weighs work and 
the other weighs personal 
matters. But you Leos will 
keep both in check. Revel in stag 
debauchery and tonnes of merrymaking 
today. The desire to succeed will be 
fuelled even more today as you cut 
yourself loose, says Ganesha.

:  A shadow of foreboding 
grows large in your mind 
today. Your senses are at the 
highest alert, feels Ganesha. Keep your 
eyes and ears open to avoid troubles both 
at home and work.

Your dedication to work is 
set to shift to the top gear. 
Find yourself swamped 
by excess of workload in the forenoon. 
Things, however, will lighten as the 
afternoon progresses. Expect a fun-fi lled, 
exciting evening.

Opportunities are rare, and 
good opportunities rarer still. 
Today, you will run to grab 
an opportunity and will make the most 
of it, says Ganesha. This move will yield 
instant results, and place you better in 
comparison with your opponents. Rivals, 
in fact, will try to do you down but will 
fail miserably in their attempt. Your 
social standing, on the other hand, will 
grow manifold and all because of your 
extraordinary traits.

You roar with absolute bliss 
today! Simplicity is your new 
avatar, and naturally, friends 
and acquaintances are mystifi ed. You 
may wish to commune with the higher 
spirit and will seek solace in a quiet 
temple. Ganesha approves and predicts 
peace in plenty.

Staying afl oat needs about 
as much effort as swimming. 
Cryptic as this may sound, 
what it means is you need to constantly 
reinvent yourself if you wish to keep go-
ing. You will shine in your profession only 
if it is also your passion, says Ganesha.

If one were to put an earnest 
spirit and a frank attitude 
together, the result would be a Leo; it’s 
like your hallmark. And with qualities like 
these in your kitty, don't be surprised if 
you happen to reach a milestone or two 
today. So, is it marital bliss or career 
success? That may the question to ask; 
but no matter what, be assured that your 
societal standing gets a heady boost 
today, says Ganesha.

You are at your industrious 
best today. You will be able 
to think the unthinkable, achieve the un-
achievable, and impress an emotionally 
impregnable boss. Your confi dence level 
will be sky-high; in fact, it will make over-
confi dence wallow in self-doubt. Your 
colleagues will be awestruck, considering 
themselves lucky to see you in action.

Today, you will focus your 
lens on the one you've taken 
a fancy to! You are high on 
energy, but low on commitment to work. 
It won't be surprising if your bosses are 
miffed. But still, says Ganesha, it's a day 
of fl owers and love notes.
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KUDROW SHARES ‘BRUTAL’ 
EXPERIENCE ON SET

KIDMAN REVEALS HER 
UNIQUE MOM ROUTINE

Lisa Kudrow has opened up about the 
darker side of Friends, revealing the fe-
male cast endured intense scrutiny from a 
largely male writers’ room. Kudrow, famed 
for playing Phoebe Buffay across all ten 
seasons, said the environment often felt 
harsh despite the show’s global success

Nicole Kidman revealed a heartfelt parent-
ing habit, sharing that her teenage daugh-
ters, Sunday Rose and Faith Margaret, must 
hug her every day. The actress, who co-
parents with Keith Urban, said this simple 
ritual helps maintain emotional connection 
and closeness within their family
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SUDOKU

SOLUTIONS

PEANUTS

CALVIN AND HOBBES

BREVITY

postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES

    

MUMBAI: Rashmika Mand-
anna has sparked an import-
ant conversation around par-
enting, emotional inheritance 
and the unseen pressures 
children often carry. Her re-
marks highlight how families 
can unintentionally pass down 
unresolved pain, expectations 
and fears, shaping a child’s life 
in ways rarely acknowledged. 
She candidly pointed out that 
having children is ultimately 
a choice made by adults, and 
it should not come with the 
burden of forcing them to ful-
fi ll unhealed 
dreams 
or 

emotional gaps.
Her statement reson-

ates because it challenges a 
long-standing belief, that chil-
dren must absorb family strug-
gles or live up to inherited ex-
pectations. Instead, it reinfor-
ces the idea that they are indi-
viduals, not extensions of their 
parents. Increasingly, younger 
generations are questioning 
traditional parenting models 
and advocating for emotional 
awareness, accountability and 
healthier boundaries.

Rashmika’s perspective al-
so sheds light on how trauma 
often persists quietly through 
silence, control, guilt, or con-

ditional love. By calling 
attention to this, she em-

phasises the need for 
healing before pass-

ing experiences for-
ward. Her words 
encourage a shift 
in thinking: par-
enting should not 
be about legacy or 

emotional depend-
ence, but about 
creating a space 
where chil-

dren can grow 
freely, with-
out carrying 
burdens that 

were never 
theirs to 

bear.

AGENCIES

Rashmika sparks 
parenting debate

AMEESHA’S 
career regret

MUMBAI: Kritika 
Kamra is discovering 
that choosing a path 
outside mainstream 
cinema comes with 
its own set of strug-
gles. After earning 
appreciation for The 
Great Shamsuddin 
Family, she was 
motivated to back 
another intimate, 
character-driven in-
dependent fi lm. How-
ever, turning that vi-
sion into reality has been far 
from easy.

Without a big male star 
and with a debutant direc-
tor, securing fi nancial back-
ing and industry support has 
proved to be a major hurdle. 
Kamra admitted that the 
current environ-
ment makes it 
diffi cult for 
new voices 
and uncon-
ventional 
stories to 
fi nd space. 
Despite the 
emotion-
al impact 
and audi-
ence con-
nection 
her previ-
ous work 
achieved, 
it hasn’t 
necessar-
ily trans-
lated into 
smoother 
opportun-
ities.

She 

revealed that 
watching her 
indie project 
struggle has 
made her cau-
tious about step-
ping into pro-
duction herself. 
The uncertainty 
around funding, 
distribution, 
and even re-
lease continues 
to be a constant 
concern. Still, 
Kritika remains 
committed to 
meaningful 
storytelling, 
even if the 
journey is 
unpredict-
able.

On 
work 
front, she 
is now 
seen in 

Matka 
King on 
Amazon 

Prime 
Video, 

balancing 
mainstream 
visibility 
with her 
passion for 
smaller, 
impactful 
cinema.

AGENCIES

Kritika on 
shifting 
industry 

dynamics

Ulka backs meaningful cinema
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.5° 35.0°
27.7° 24.8°
78% 83%

Nil Nil

FORECAST
Light to Moderate rain 
or thunderstorm likely 
to occur at one or two 

places over the districts 
of Odisha

I, Kandarp Jena, S/o 
Late Babaji Jena, 
Village-Nuadiha, 
PO-Mancheswar, PS-
Gurudijhatia, Dist.-
Cuttack, Odisha-754027, 
IC/Army No.-JC-
693184-L, Rank N/SUB 
declare by affi davit No-
990, dt.16.04.2026 before 
Executive Magistrate, 
Athgarh that change 
my spouse name 
Bijayalaxmi to Bijaya 
Laxmi Jena.

 CLASSIFIED
AFFIDAVIT

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 26: The 
industrial town of Jharsuguda 
recorded the hottest place in 
Odisha Sunday at 44.8 degrees 
Celsius, even as heatwave 
conditions swept through the 
western region of the state, 
IMD said.

Seven places in Western Odi-
sha recorded temperatures of 
43 degrees Celsius and above. 
Jharsuguda (44.8) was followed 
by Subarnapur (43.7), Titlagarh 
(43.6), Bhawanipatna (43.4), Bo-
langir (43.1), Boudh and Sam-
balpur 43 degrees Celsius each.

The other hot places in the 
western region were Sunder-
garh (42.8), Rourkela (42.7), 
Nuapada (42.5), Hirakud (42.4), 
Angul (41.9), Talcher (41.5) and 
Nayagarh at 42.5 degrees Cel-
sius, it said.

According to the evening bul-
letin issued by the IMD, at least 
17 places across Odisha record-
ed temperatures at or above 40 
degrees Celsius.

However, there was some 
respite in coastal parts of the 
state, including Bhubaneswar, 

where the maximum tempera-
ture was recorded at 35.5 de-
grees Celsius. Cuttack recorded 
a maximum temperature of 35 
degrees Celsius.

There was a fall in mercu-
ry level at least by one degree 
Celsius in the entire coastal re-
gion, even as the high relative 
humidity caused a lot of dis-
comfort, an IMD offi cial said.

Bhubaneswar Meteorological 
Centre Director Manorama Mo-
hanty said that the fall in tem-
perature in coastal districts is 
due to moisture incursion from 
the Bay of Bengal. She said that 
no signifi cant rise in daytime 
temperatures is expected in 
coastal regions over the next 
24 hours.

In a forecast for Monday, the 
IMD said hot and humid con-
ditions are very likely to pre-
vail at 11 districts of Balasore, 
Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapara, 
Cuttack, Puri, Jagatsinghpur, 
Khurda, Nayagarh, Ganjam 
and Gajapati.

The weather offi ce also is-
sued a yellow warning (be 
aware) of thunderstorms ac-
companied by lightning and 
gusty surface wind (wind speed 
reaching up to 30 to 40 kmph) 
likely to occur in the afternoon/
evening hours over the districts 
of Ganjam, Gajapati, Rayagada, 
Koraput, Mayurbhanj and Bal-
asore Monday. Notably, roads 
have been wearing a desert-
ed look after 11 am, as people 
largely stayed indoors across 
the state to avoid the intense 
heatwave.

Following concerns over 
heatstroke incidents, the state 
government has also halted 
census work between 11 am 
and 3 pm in view of the safety 
of enumerators.

Meanwhile, the state gov-
ernment has also advanced 
summer vacations for schools, 
which will begin from Monday.

Heatwave sweeps Western 
Odisha; 7 places above 43°C

CM’s public grievance 
hearing postponed 
BHUBANESWAR: State 
government Sunday announced 
the postponement of the Chief 
Minister’s Public Grievance Hearing 
programme, scheduled to be held 
Monday, owing to the prevailing 
severe heatwave conditions 
across the state.  The General 
Administration and Public Grievance 
(GA&PG) department made the 
announcement through an offi cial 
statement. The department further 
stated that applicants who had 
registered online to present their 
grievances to CM in person are not 
required to register again. “Those 
who had registered online to meet 
the Chief Minister on the said date 
need not register again for the 
next grievance hearing. The date 
of the next grievance hearing in 
Bhubaneswar will be communicated 
to them through newspapers,” the 
GA&PG department said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jajpur, April 26: A rare Ra-
mayana memorial stone has 
been discovered near the banks 
of a pond at the foothills of Ma-
havinayak Hill in Jajpur dis-
trict recently by the members 
of the Rediscover Lost Heritage 
Trust (RLHT). 

Acting on information pro-
vided by Mahavinayak Temple 
servitor Kamal Lochan Panda, 
RLHT members including 
Deepak Kumar Nayak, Nrupati 
Nihar Sial, and Suman Prakash 
Swain identifi ed the stone as a 
signifi cant ancient relic. 

Speaking about the discov-
ery, Nayak stated that vari-
ous types of memorial stones 
are found across the state and 
other parts of India. These 
stones sometimes appear as 
hero stones (Veerashila), com-
memorating warriors who 
sacrifi ced their lives in battle, 

while at other times they de-
pict historical or mythological 
events. However, memorial 
stones depicting characters or 
narratives from the Ramayana 
are extremely rare in Odisha. 

The discovered stone, mea-
suring approximately 2 feet 
in height and 1 foot in width, 
features an engraving of Lord 
Hanuman holding a mace and a 
mountain. Above this, an image 
of Lord Rama as an archer is 
carved. While depictions of the 

Ramayana are commonly found 
in temple architecture and tra-
ditional art across Odisha, the 
portrayal of its central charac-
ters on a standalone memorial 
stone is exceptionally rare, 
Nayak added.

Chandikhole is a historical-
ly rich region that showcases 
a confl uence of both Buddhist 
and Hindu archaeological her-
itage. The Mahavinayak Tem-
ple is believed to have been 
originally constructed during 
the Eastern Ganga period and 
later destroyed during exter-
nal invasions. The present 
structure has been rebuilt 
over the remains of the earlier 
temple. Although it is difficult 
to precisely determine the age 
of the memorial stone, con-
sidering the historical back-
ground of the temple, there 
is a strong possibility that it 
dates back to the Eastern Gan-
ga period, Sial stated.

Stone depicting Ramayana 
character found at Chandikhol

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 26: A 
condolence meeting was organ-
ised to pay tribute renowned 
photojournalist Raghu Rai, 
one of county’s most celebrated 
visual storyteller who chroni-
cled modern India. Rai died at 
a private hospital in New Delhi 
early Sunday. He was 83.

The event took place at Photo-
journalist Dot Com forum prem-
ises. Photojournalists associat-
ed with various media organi-
sations across the state, along 
with several distinguished 
personalities from different 
fi elds of photography, attended 
the gathering. They offered fi -
nal respect and expressed deep 
condolences over the loss.

Speakers at the meeting re-
fl ected on the remarkable life 
and contributions of the late 
photographer, highlighting his 
dedication to capture the social 
and cultural essence of India 
through his lens. His work and 
legacy were fondly remembered 
by all present. A silent prayer 
was observed during the pro-
gramme, seeking peace and 
salvation for the departed soul. 

BJD president Naveen Pat-

naik also condoled the demise 
of eminent photographer, and 
said his frames were not just 
pictures but living histories.

“Deeply saddened to learn 
about the passing away of leg-
endary photojournalist #Ra-
ghuRai. Through his lens, he 
chronicled the spirit of India, 
its people and everyday life, 
which will remain etched in 
our collective memory,” Pat-
naik said in a post on X. 

“His frames were not mere 
pictures, but living histories. 
May his legacy inspire genera-
tions of storytellers. My heartfelt 
condolences to his family and 
countless admirers. Om Shan-
ti,” the Leader of Opposition in 
Odisha Assembly, added.

The prolifi c photographer, a 
protege of Henri Cartier-Bres-
son, captured some of the most 
poignant events in Indian mod-
ern history, including the Ban-
gladesh refugee crisis of 1972 and 
the Bhopal gas tragedy of 1984.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 26: 
Ahead of the special session 
of the Assembly convened by 
state government to discuss 
women’s participation in pol-
itics April 30, Opposition BJD 
Sunday demanded immediate 
implementation of the Nari 
Shakti Vandan Adiniyam Bill 
passed in 2023.

The BJD, which had fully 
supported the bill in 2023, 
made such a demand at a 
press conference addressed 
by party MP Sulata Deo and 
senior general secretary 
Lekhashree Samantasinghar.

“Although the Women’s Res-
ervation Bill, introduced as the 
Nari Shakti Vandan Act, 2023, 
was passed in both Houses of 
Parliament and received the 
President’s assent, the BJP did 
not implement it in the 2024 elec-
tions. Now, by falsely alleging 
that the bill could not be passed 
due to lack of cooperation from 
the Opposition, the BJP is stag-
ing drama across the country 
in the name of public outrage 
rallies,” Deo told reporters.

She said that the act was 

passed in 2023 to provide 33 
per cent reservation for wom-
en in Parliament and state 
Assemblies. Deo said that ev-
eryone expected it to be imple-
mented immediately in the 2024 
general elections. However, the 
BJP-led NDA government did 
not implement it. Then, it was 
stated by the BJP that after the 
2026 Census, delimitation of 
Parliamentary and Assembly 
constituencies would be carried 
out based on the census, and 
then the reservation would be 
implemented, she said.

“However, during elections 
in fi ve states, a sudden special 
session of Parliament was con-
vened to pass delimitation based 

on the 2011 Census, along with 
women’s reservation. Since the 
proposed delimitation would 
reduce representation of states 
like Odisha and other southern 
and eastern states, Opposition 
parties did not support it,” the 
Rajya Sabha MP said.

She alleged that after the bill 
failed, the BJP is now labelling 
Opposition parties as ‘anti-wom-
en’ and creating political drama.

“The people of the country 
have clearly understood this 
falsehood. BJP, which has been 
delaying justice for women, is 
now attempting to project itself 
as a pro-women party,” she said.

Samantasinghar stated that af-
ter the passage of the act in 2023, 

the BJP avoided implementing it 
in 2024 elections through excus-
es. Moreover, the BJP did not 
give adequate priority to wom-
en candidates in the 2024 general 
elections, she alleged.

Samantsinghar said that un-
der the leadership of Naveen 
Patnaik, BJD fi elded women 
candidates in 33 per cent of 
Parliamentary constituencies 
in the state. Similarly, in the 
2019 elections, BJD had also 
fi elded women candidates in 
33 per cent of seats, she said.

“This clearly shows that 
BJD is at the forefront in the 
implementation of women’s 
reservation and empower-
ment. The process of reserv-
ing constitutional positions 
for women in the country 
was initiated by the legend-
ary leader Biju Patnaik. In 
1992, during his tenure as 
chief minister of Odisha, 
he introduced 33 per cent 
reservation for women in 
the three-tier Panchayati 
Raj system and Urban Local 
Bodies. His son, former chief 
minister Naveen Patnaik, 
later increased this reserva-
tion to 50 per cent,” she said.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 26: 
Women’s collectives associated 
with Odisha Livelihood Mis-
sion (OLM) have announced 
plans to launch statewide pro-
tests, alleging that the ongoing 
restructuring process by the 
state government is effectively 
dismantling the programme 
and jeopardising the liveli-
hoods of millions.

At a state-level meeting of 
‘Nikhila Odisha Jeebika Mis-
sion EC Sangha’ at Bhagabati 
Bhavan here Sunday, leaders 
from multiple districts voiced 
strong concerns over what 
they described as a systematic 
weakening of the mission over 
the past year.

Speakers highlighted that 
OLM currently connects more 
than 7 lakh women’s Self-Help 
Groups (SHGs), engaging over 
70 lakh women annually in 
income-generating activities. 
Around 1.5 lakh EC members 
play a key role in mobilising 
households, encouraging women 

to take up handicrafts, cottage 
industries, and small-scale busi-
nesses alongside domestic re-
sponsibilities. Leaders claimed 
that these efforts had trans-
formed OLM and Mission Shakti 
into a large-scale socio-economic 
movement empowering women 
across the state.

However, the Sangha alleged 
that since early 2025, policy 
changes under the current state 
government have disrupted the 
system. They claimed that loan 
recommendations were halted 
from April 2025, restricting 
fi nancial access for SHGs and 
impacting livelihood oppor-
tunities. Additionally, they 

alleged that over 1.5 lakh EC 
members face removal under 
departmental orders, raising 
concerns about job losses and 
institutional weakening.

The group further alleged 
that the restructuring exercise 
is rendering the system inac-
tive and could pave the way for 
political interference. They also 
criticised the Subhadra Yojana, 
arguing that direct fi nancial as-
sistance of Rs 10,000 annually 
may increase dependency rath-
er than promote sustainable 
livelihoods.

Referring to legal develop-
ments, the Sangha stated that 
despite a reported stay order 

issued by Orissa High Court 
in mid-April 2025 on the re-
structuring process, banks 
have allegedly been instructed 
to change account operators of 
SHGs and federations—an ac-
tion they termed unlawful.

To strengthen their legal re-
sponse, the Sangha has advised 
all GPLF, BLF, and DLF units 
to remain in close coordination 
with legal representatives.

The meeting unanimously 
resolved that EC members and 
associated women workers will 
observe International Work-
ers’ Day May 1, 2026, across all 
blocks, taking a pledge for unity 
and collective struggle.

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 26: Amid 
reports of procedural violation 
on document registration pro-
cess, the Revenue and Disaster 
Management department has 
directed all registering author-
ities to ensure strict compliance 
with legal provisions related to 
document registration.

The government has taken 
note of a growing number of in-
stances where registration work 
is being carried out at individu-
als’ homes. It clarifi ed that such 
practices are not in line with the 
objectives and framework of the 
Indian Registration Act, 1908, 
and the Odisha Registration 
Rules, 1988.

Additional 
Chief Secre-
tary Arvind 
Padhee has 
directed the In-
spector Gener-
al of Registration to enforce these 
norms rigorously, said offi cials.

Registration at a residence is 
permitted only under exception-
al circumstances in accordance 
with the rules. This includes cas-
es where a person is unable to 
visit the registration offi ce due 
to physical illness, legal custody, 
or other compelling reasons. On-
ly in such genuine situations are 
registration offi cials authorised 
to conduct the process outside 
the offi ce premises.

The department emphasised 
that registration outside offi ce 
premises is an exception and 
should not become a routine prac-
tice. All such cases must strictly 
follow the procedures laid down 
under Rules 48 to 52 of the Odisha 
Registration Rules, 1988.

Release librarian 
application process 
soon, aspirants to CM
BHUBANESWAR: A group 
of job aspirants has appealed 
to Chief Minister Mohan 
Charan Majhi Sunday, seeking 
early commencement of the 
application process for librarian 
posts announced under OSSC 
Specialist CGL 2025 recruitment. 
In a memorandum to the CM, 
the candidates stated that the 
indicative advertisement issued 
December 30, 2025, had notifi ed 
vacancies for librarian posts, but the 
detailed advertisement and online 
application process are yet to begin. 
Sunil Kumar Mishra, an aspirant 
said that the notifi ed vacancies 
include 30 Librarian posts in DIET/
BIET under the Director of TE and 
SCERT, along with one Librarian 
post under the Director of TE and 
SCERT. The aspirants said many 
eligible candidates across the state 
have been eagerly waiting for 
the recruitment process to start 
so they can apply and prepare 
accordingly. They requested the 
government to take necessary 
steps for the early publication 
of the detailed notifi cation and 
immediate commencement of 
applications for the posts.

LoP, photojournalists 
remember Raghu Rai

WOMEN’S RESERVATION

Implement 2023 Act without delay: BJD

OLM workers plan agitation against restructuring

Ensure strict compliance
with legal provisions: Govt

Document 
registration 
process at 

home

IN SYNC: Artistes perform Kathak during 28th annual concert titled Adda and Abhinay at GKCM Odissi Research Centre in Bhubaneswar Sunday PIC: BIKASH NAYAK
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Jajpur, April 26: Poverty con-
tinues to plague several Juang 
families in Nagada, a cluster of 
villages under Sukinda block in 
this district, which had drawn 
nationwide attention in 2016 af-
ter more than a dozen children 
died from malnutrition.

Following the July 2016 in-
fant deaths, the state govern-
ment had rolled out special 
development initiatives in 
the area. Nearly `23 crore was 
invested on improvement of 
physical infrastructure such 
as roads, drinking water and 
electricity within two years. 
However, the economic con-
dition of many residents saw 
little improvement.

A Juang family in Ashok-
jhar, located on the foothills of 
Nagada, is currently facing an 
acute food crisis. The family of 
Sanuj Pradhan, 35, who died by 

suicide over a domestic dispute, 
has appealed for government 
assistance.

Sanuj had a small family – 
his father Sanatan, wife Suniti 
and their six children. Howev-
er, pangs of poverty and food 
scarcity led to frequent domes-
tic disputes. Subsequently, Sa-

nuj allegedly consumed poison 
February 21 and later died at a 
hospital in Cuttack.

The family now receives 5kg 
rice each, under government 
scheme, in the names of her 
and her father-in-law, but it is 
quite insuffi cient to meet their 
needs.

Social activist Bishwaranjan 
Swain alleged that the family’s 
health is deteriorating due to 
lack of adequate food. He said 
he visited Ashokjhar April 22 
and provided some essential 
supplies to the family.

Meanwhile, Sukinda BDO 
had directed the local pancha-
yat executive offi cer to ensure 
adequate rice supply. However, 
the family is yet to receive the 
required assistance, leaving 
them in a dire situation.

Currently, Suniti, along with 
her eldest daughter and father-
in-law, is surviving on about 
10kg rice per month, supple-
mented by salt and wild leafy 
vegetables.

In preparation for the mon-
soon, the family has cleared a 
patch of land on a nearby hill 
to cultivate paddy.

Swain questioned the effi ca-
cy of government schemes as 
crores are spent in the name of 

Nagada’s development.
Despite more than `100 crore 

in development spending over 
the last decade, residents of the 
mining-affected Nagada region 
report that life for the Juang 
tribal community remains 
stagnant.

While the government has 
provided concrete housing, 
electricity, and drinking wa-
ter, the local economy has col-
lapsed. Locals said increased 
mechanisation in the mines 
has eliminated manual labour, 
while out-of-state contractors 
prioritise hiring non-Odia 
workers.

The lack of local opportunity 
is forcing heads of households 
to migrate for labor. Many are 
taking their children with them, 
disrupting their education.

“We receive government 
rice, but there is nothing to eat 
with it except salt,” rued the 
locals.

Poverty still stalks Nagada Juang families

POST NEWS NETWORK

Jharsuguda, April 26: In a 
signifi cant breakthrough, Jhar-
suguda police have uncovered 
a major interstate education 
fraud racket that allegedly 
duped hundreds of students 
across Odisha. Operating under 
the name One World Academy, 
the racket lured students with 
false promises of guaranteed 
admission into BEd colleges 
in Andhra Pradesh and duped 
them of lakhs of rupees.

Police have arrested two ac-
cused, identifi ed as Chittaran-
jan Barik and Rima Das, and 
forwarded them to court.

As per the investigation, the 
accused had been running the 
fraudulent operation for nearly 
fi ve years from a rented house 
in Basant Vihar near Jyoti Vi-
har, Burla. They primarily tar-
geted students by claiming they 
could secure easy admissions 
in reputed institutions such as 
Seven Hills BEd College and Ra-
makrishna BEd College in Gun-
tur district of Andhra Pradesh.

However, instead of facili-
tating genuine admissions, the 
accused allegedly issued fake 

admission letters and certif-
icates after collecting money 
from unsuspecting students. 
They also misled candidates by 
falsely claiming that Bed, a reg-
ular course, could be pursued 
through distance mode.

Moreover, the scam was not 
limited to BEd programmes. 
The network is suspected of 
issuing fake certifi cates for 
courses like MEd, BA, and BSc, 
amassing crores of rupees in the 
process.

To avoid suspicion, the 
accused mainly targeted stu-
dents from districts in western 
Odisha. The fraud came to light 
after two students from Brajara-
jnagar fi led a complaint at the 
cyber police station in Jhar-
suguda, prompting a detailed 
investigation.

Police are also probing the 
role of the owner of the house 
where the academy was oper-
ating. Preliminary fi ndings 
suggest the building may have 
been constructed on encroached 
government land.

Authorities have intensifi ed 
efforts to track down other 
members of the network, with 
raids underway at multiple lo-
cations.

Police have urged students 
and parents to verify the creden-
tials of educational institutions 
before taking admission, specif-
ically checking for recognition 
from the National Council for 
Teacher Education (NCTE) and 
proper university affi liation.

They have also appealed to 
anyone who may have fallen 
victim to such fraud to report 
the matter to the police imme-
diately.

Interstate BEd admission
racket busted; 2 arrested

IN MEMORIAM: Deputy Chief Minister Pravati Parida along with local MLA Rupesh Kumar Panigrahi, his Mohana counterpart Dasarathi Gamang, other 
leaders and district offi cials paid tributes to former Paralakhemundi royal Maharaja Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Dev garlanding his statue on his 
135th birth anniversary in Paralakhemundi, Sunday   OP PHOTO

POST NEWS NETWORK

Mahakalapara, April 26: 
A 28-year-old woman was al-
legedly murdered and her 
body set on fi re by her in-laws 
at Benakandha village under 
Tantiapal Marine police limits 
in Kendrapara district, late Sat-
urday night.

The deceased, identifi ed as 
Tapoi Mandal, was found in 
a half-burnt state. Her father, 
Manoranjan Dinda, of Naladi-
ha village under Pattamundai 
police limits lodged a complaint 
alleging that she was killed and 
later doused with petrol and set 
ablaze.

Acting on the complaint, 
police arrested her husband 
Biswajit Mandal, 30, and moth-
er-in-law Namita Mandal, 60, 
and produced them in court. 
The partially charred body has 
been sent to the Kendrapara 

District Headquarters Hospital 
for post-mortem.

Police said Tapoi had mar-
ried Biswajit three years ago 
and the couple used to engage 
in frequent disputes ever since. 
Hours before her death, a rec-

onciliation meeting was held at 
her in-laws’ house in the pres-
ence of her parents and village 
elders Saturday night. After 
the meeting, her father left for 
his village Naladiha around 
2:30am.

A few hours later, he re-
ceived information about his 
daughter’s death. On reaching 
Benakandha village Sunday 
morning, he found the half-
burnt body lying near the 
house. Suspicious items, in-
cluding straw and a jerry can, 
were found at the spot, raising 
doubts of a planned killing.

Police, led by Tantiapala 
Marine police station offi cer 
Rati Ranjan Nayak, reached 
the scene and launched an in-
vestigation. A scientifi c team 
was also pressed into service. 
A murder case (67/26) has been 
registered, and further investi-
gation is underway.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jajpur, April 26: Odisha Po-
lice in Jajpur district have ar-
rested a former banking corre-
spondent of a nationalised bank 
for allegedly misappropriating 
around `27 lakh of depositors’ 
money, offi cials said Sunday.

The accused has been identi-
fi ed as Prakash Rana, a resident 
of Abhayapur in the district’s 
Dharmasala block.

Police said Rana was work-
ing as a banking correspondent 
for a branch in Dharmasala and 
used to collect money from cus-
tomers for deposit into their 
accounts.

However, he allegedly did not 
deposit the funds and issued 
fake receipts to customers.

He also allegedly withdrew 
money from customers’ ac-
counts by collecting signed 
blank forms and photocopies 
of Aadhaar cards under the 
pretext of KYC updates, ATM 

card applications, and mobile 
number linking, police said.

The fraud came to light in Oc-
tober last year when a deposi-
tor detected a mismatch of `6 
lakh in his account. Following 
this, more customers checked 
their accounts, and irregular-
ities amounting to around `21 
lakh were found in nine more 
accounts, police said.

The customers then lodged 
complaints against Rana with 
Dharmasala UCO Bank branch, 
following which the branch 
manager lodged a police com-
plaint against him. Rana was 
also terminated from the job.

The accused has misappro-
priated around `27 lakh belong-
ing to at least 10 customers. Of 
this, about `15 lakh collected 
from depositors was not de-
posited, while another `12 
lakh was allegedly withdrawn 
from customer accounts, said 
Dharmasala police station IIC 
Chinmayee Sahu.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Tentulikhunti, April 26: 
A headmaster of a govern-
ment-run residential school un-
der this block in Nabarangpur 
district was arrested Sunday, a 
day after his suspension over 
alleged molestation of a Class 
VII student. 

The accused was identifi ed 
as Sukan-
ta Kumar 
Sarangi, 
headmas-
ter of the 
Sebashram 
school un-
der the 
block. He 
was arrested after a formal 
complaint was fi led by the sur-
vivor’s family members Satur-
day at the Nabarangpur police 
station. The victim’s family, 
accompanied by former MP 
Pradeep Majhi, submitted the 
complaint. 

Nabarangpur Sub-Divisional 
Police Offi cer (SDPO) Krushna 
Chandra Bhatra and the local 
inspector-in-charge processed 
the initial complaint. Because 
the incident occurred within 
the jurisdiction of the Tentu-
likhunti police station, the case 
was transferred there for inves-
tigation under the supervision 
of Inspector Seema Pradhan.

Authorities said the arrest 
followed a medical examination 
of the accused and the record-
ing of his statement.

According to the investiga-
tion, the incident occurred on 
the night of April 15. The student 
alleged that Sarangi pulled her 
into a room and touched her 
inappropriately. The student’s 
family previously reported the 
incident to the District Welfare 
Offi cer (DWO). Following an in-
vestigation by the DWO April 
24, District Collector Maheswar 
Swain issued an order suspend-
ing Sarangi from his post.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, April 26: A man 
was allegedly stabbed to death 
during a marriage proces-
sion in Ganjam district over 
playing a particular music 
demanded by him, police said 
Sunday.

The deceased was identifi ed 
as Akash Jena, 25, the young-
er brother of the groom, Rinku 
Jena. The incident took place 
at Balighai village under Po-
lasara police station limits Sat-
urday night, allegedly over the 
playing of a particular music 
in the marriage procession, 
police said.

According to police, an alter-
cation began initially between 
the deceased and a member of 
the band party, which was en-
gaged in playing music in the 
marriage procession. When the 
band party members refused 
to oblige Akash, he allegedly 
slapped one of them.

Later, police said, the band 
party people called their 
friends, who attacked Akash 
and stabbed him in the belly. 
He was fi rst rushed to the Com-
munity Health Centre (CHC), 
Polasara and later shifted to 
MKCG Medical College and 
Hospital here.

Jena, however, succumbed 
to his injuries during the treat-
ment, said police.

Kaushik Majhi, Inspec-
tor-In-Charge of Polasara police 
station, said no arrest had been 
made so far in the incident. The 
police, however, detained sev-
eral persons who were present 
in the wedding procession for 
questioning, after registering 
a murder case. “We have iden-
tifi ed the accused persons, and 
they will be arrested soon,” he 
said.

Rinku’s marriage was, how-
ever, solemnised peacefully, 
police said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Baripada, April 26: The au-
thorities of Similipal National 
Park Sunday confi rmed the 
entry of a male Royal Bengal 
Tiger (RBT) into the core area 
of the reserve and said that it 
might continue to stay there, a 
senior offi cial said.

Similipal Tiger Reserve 
(STR) fi eld director Prakash 
Chand Gogineni said, “It is a 
fact that a Royal Bengal Tiger 
entered Similipal during De-
cember-January. The big cat 
entered Sundargarh district 
from Chhattisgarh side. It 
passed through Deogarh dis-
trict and Dhenkanal district 
before entering Similipal.”

The offi cial said the tiger’s 

arrival was recorded in trap 
cameras fi tted in the forests 
for tiger census.

“However, we cannot say 
from which state it came and 
how much distance it covered 

before reaching Similipal,” he 
said, adding that it was an adult 
male tiger.

When asked whether the ti-
ger is still in Similipal or has 
left, Gogineni said, “We hope 
the animal is in the Similipal 
core area, but cannot confi rm it 
now. We will again install trap 
cameras in December-January 
to locate it.”

“It is a good development 
that a tiger from another area 
has come to Similipal. This in-
dicates that Similipal’s biodi-
versity attracts animals from 
far-off areas,” he added.

STR is known globally for its 
rare melanistic (black) tigers. 
According to the 2023-24 esti-
mation, the reserve has 27 adult 
tigers and eight cubs.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rajgangpur, April 26: A fi re 
broke out at a tyre factory at 
Padajampali under Rajgangpur 
police limits in Sundargarh dis-
trict Sunday. However, no ca-
sualties were reported in the 
incident.

The blaze erupted around 
5:30am for reasons yet to be 
ascertained, engulfi ng the 
premises in thick smoke and 
blaze. Firefi ghting teams from 
Rajgangpur, Kutra and Ro-
urkela, along with a unit from 
Dalmia Cement, rushed to the 
spot. The fi re was brought un-
der control after nearly six 
hours of effort.

Woman murdered, body set on
fi re; hubby, mother-in-law held

Suspended HM held 
for molesting minor

Ex-banking correspondent 
held for misappropriation

Groom’s brother stabbed to 
death in wedding procession

Tyre factory gutted

Royal Bengal Tiger enters STR core area
POST NEWS NETWORK

Chhendipada, April 26: A 
male elephant calf was rescued 
from an open well after a pro-
longed operation in Angul 
district late Saturday 
night, forest offi cials 
said Sunday.

A herd of 19 elephants 
entered Dhangurumun-
da village under the 
Chhendipada forest range 
around 9pm Saturday while 
moving toward agricultural 
fi elds in search of food. During 
the movement, the four to fi ve-
year-old calf slipped and fell into 
an uncovered ring well. Hearing 
loud trumpeting, villagers alert-
ed the forest personnel, who 

rushed to the spot and launched 
a rescue operation using two 
excavators. The presence of the 
herd near the well and their 
repeated attempts to approach 

the calf disrupted the oper-
ation, offi cials said. 

Senior forest offi -
cials, including the 
DFO Nitish Kumar, 
supervised the rescue, 

ensuring minimal harm 
to the animal.  After nearly 

two hours of effort, the calf was 
safely pulled out of the well. The 
calf sustained minor injuries 
but later rejoined the herd and 
is currently under observation. 
Forest offi cials said its condition 
will be monitored using drone 
surveillance. 

Jumbo calf rescued from 
well after hrs-long effort

FILE PHOTO



T
he recently concluded 
Global Progressive 
Mobilisation meeting 
in Barcelona brought 

together political leaders, pol-
icymakers, and activists from 
around the world, united by a 
shared concern: democracy is 
under attack. Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sánchez de-
scribed it as a collective effort 
to confront the global rise of au-
thoritarianism, while Brazilian 
President Luiz Inácio Lula da 
Silva called for rebuilding mul-
tilateralism and “putting social 
justice back at the center of the 
global agenda.” Beyond these 
declarations, the gathering 
pointed to an emerging con-
sensus that defending liberal 
democracy requires rethinking 
its economic foundations. As 
Lula observed, democracy can-
not survive unless it improves 
people’s living standards.

Underlying that sentiment 
is the recognition that our cur-
rent economic system—based 
on free markets, limited gov-
ernment intervention, and the 
primacy of individual choice—
has failed to deliver shared 
prosperity or sustain demo-
cratic governance. Increas-
ingly, its survival depends on 
coercion and authoritarian 
practices. A pro-democracy 
discourse that seeks to pre-
serve the status quo, therefore, 
risks deepening the crisis.

The prevailing economic 
model has eroded stable em-
ployment, weakened labour 
protections, and privatised core 
public services, leaving large 
segments of society exposed 
and vulnerable. For many, this 
has meant precarious work, ris-
ing living costs, and diminished 
prospects. The result has been 
not just economic hardship, but 
also a profound sense of aban-
donment and resentment.

This economic discontent 
has had far-reaching political 
consequences. When liberal 
democracy fails to provide 

material well-being, social 
protections, and a sense of fair-
ness, anti-democratic forces, 
particularly on the far right, 
channel popular frustration 
and anger toward migrants, 
minorities, and imagined en-
emies. At the same time, au-
thoritarian movements pres-
ent themselves as vehicles for 
advancing economic agendas 
that no longer rely on workers’ 
consent, but on coercion.

At the heart of this failing 
model lies the powerful myth 
that markets are neutral arbi-
ters of merit, rewarding indi-
viduals according to effort and 
talent. Inequality is treated not 
as a problem but as a driver of 
effi ciency and innovation. Yet 
as income and wealth dispar-
ities widen and opportunities 
narrow, the narrative begins to 
unravel, with people increas-
ingly questioning how econom-
ic rewards are divided and los-
ing confi dence in the fairness 
of the rules of the game.

To defend democracy, we 
must move beyond treating 
the symptoms and address 
the underlying causes of to-
day’s crisis. During its G20 
presidency, South Africa has 
taken an important step in this 
direction by convening the Ex-
traordinary Committee of In-
dependent Experts on Global 
Inequality, chaired by Nobel 

laureate economist Joseph Sti-
glitz. Treating inequality as a 
systemic risk to both econom-
ic stability and democracy, 
the Committee has proposed 
the creation of a permanent 
international body to support 
coordinated global action.

Modeled on institutions 
like the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, 
such a body could consolidate 
evidence, track global trends, 
and shape policy debates. It 
could also serve as a platform 
for coordination among gov-
ernments, international or-
ganisations, and civil society, 
complemented by national 
inequality panels that trans-
late global insights into coun-
try-specifi c strategies. These ef-
forts should include systematic 
assessments of the distributive 
impact of public policies, close 
monitoring of labour-market 
dynamics—particularly those 
associated with technological 
change—and regular public 
reporting, enabling policymak-
ers to translate analysis into 
sustained, collective action.

Delivering on this agenda re-
quires a structural shift toward 
fair and inclusive labour mar-
kets. Strong minimum wages, 
stable employment, and collec-
tive bargaining are not merely 
policy instruments; they are 
democratic institutions that 

ensure individual security and 
agency. More broadly, rebuild-
ing democracy requires restor-
ing the state’s role in providing 
essential public goods such 
as education, healthcare, and 
housing. These investments can 
be funded through tax reform, 
which remains one of the most 
powerful tools for reducing 
income and wealth inequality 
and, ultimately, for determining 
how economic gains are shared.

The transition to a just 
economy demands a new de-
velopment model that aligns 
economic progress with social 
inclusion and environmental 
priorities. For too long, the 
idea of economic planning 
has been dismissed as out-
dated. But development is a 
deliberate political project, 
not the inevitable outcome 
of well-functioning markets. 
Public investment and indus-
trial policy are critical for 
shaping sustainable econo-
mies and directing resources 
toward collective goals rather 
than narrow private interests.

By advancing a clear and 
compelling alternative to pre-
vailing policy priorities, the 
Global Progressive Mobilisation 
offers a unique opportunity to 
move beyond rhetoric and ad-
vance an economic model that 
reduces inequality, protects the 
planet, strengthens public insti-
tutions, and restores the mate-
rial foundations of democratic 
life. The answer to the ongoing 
resurgence of authoritarian-
ism is not to patch up a broken 
system, but to embrace a bold, 
unifying progressive vision. De-
mocracy cannot survive on pro-
cedures alone. It needs a foun-
dation of equality, security, and 
shared prosperity. Otherwise, 
we end up where we are now.

The writer is Vice 
President and Chief 

Economist of the Global 
Fund for a New Economy. 
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T he latest projections by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
offer a sobering snapshot of India’s economic trajectory. As per 
IMF estimates, Bangladesh may once again edge past India in 

per capita income in 2026. Bangladesh’s per capita GDP is projected at 
$2,911, higher than India’s $2,812. Per capita income remains a critical 
indicator of the lived economic reality of a country. That Bangladesh, 
a smaller economy, could achieve a higher per capita income than 
India underscores the fact that high GDP growth is not enough; the 
benefi ts of the growth must consistently reach all demographic groups. 
This is not the fi rst time Bangladesh has outperformed India on per 
capita income. Between 2018 and 2025, Bangladesh maintained a steady 
lead over India, driven by strong export performance, particularly 
in garments, and improvements in social sector performance. While 
India briefl y regained the edge, the IMF’s projection of another re-
versal in 2026 suggests that the gap is not merely cyclical but refl ects 
structural issues. 

India’s economy, over a decade or so, has been plagued by host of 
woes such as a depreciating currency, high unemployment, widen-
ing income inequality and an ever rising cost of living. Adding to 
these, two shocks received by the economy over the last one year 
have worsened the situation. One is the tariff shock that US President 
Donald Trump’s administration slapped on India and other is crude 
oil prices moving past US$100 per barrel over the past two months in 
the wake of the crisis in West Asia. Together, these shocks struck at 
both ends of India’s external sector. While, the steep tariffs, at 50 per 
cent, weakened the country’s export momentum, the oil price surge 
sharply infl ated the import bill. For an economy structurally reliant 
on energy imports, the latter presents a far more complex challenge. 
Unlike export losses, which can sometimes be offset through market 
diversifi cation or currency adjustments, import shocks of this nature 
transmit directly into domestic infl ation, fi scal stress, and current 
account imbalances.

Events from the past year underscore the fact that India’s growth 
model, which has been based on consumer demand from its vast pop-
ulation, is not at all insulated from external shocks. High consump-
tion can sustain demand, but it cannot neutralise the macroeconomic 
impact of elevated input costs, disrupted supply chains, or volatile 
capital fl ows as seen in recent months. 

A nearly 10 per cent depreciation of the rupee against the US dollar 
over the last one year coupled with an exodus of foreign capital from 
India’s equity markets has pushed India’s GDP below the $4 trillion 
mark. 

The ongoing tensions in West Asia highlight the fragility of global 
supply chains. The near disruption of tanker movements through the 
Strait of Hormuz has already driven crude oil prices to multi-year 
highs. For an energy-import-dependent economy like India, this trans-
lates into immediate infl ationary pressures and a widening current 
account defi cit. The Reserve Bank of India, in its latest bulletin, has 
fl agged the risk of such supply shocks morphing into demand shocks 
if the war in the Middle East persists for some more time.

Compounding these external risks is the looming threat of El Niño, 
which could disrupt the southwest monsoon considered the lifeline 
for India’s agrarian economy. A weak monsoon not only affects agri-
cultural output but also triggers food infl ation, rural distress, and a 
slowdown in consumption demand. In a country where a signifi cant 
portion of the population remains dependent on agriculture, such cli-
matic uncertainties can have outsized macroeconomic consequences.

Facing economic challenges of such proportions are not unique 
to India. Other countries have and are facing them successfully 
because, instead of only brave talk, they usually carry a lot of sub-
stance. We in India are unfortunate to see only chest thumping but 
backed by absolutely no comprehension of economics or how foreign 
relations are no joke.
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Economic Shocks

SPECTRUM ECONOMY

Rupee slide costs RBI $40 billion

Systemic inertia

Sir, The report “Prepare action plan 
to implement ICU guidelines” expos-
es a chronic malaise in our healthcare 
system. The Supreme Court’s directive 
for a “realistic and practical” roadmap 
underscores how even minimum ICU 
standards remain uneven across states.  
While guidelines exist, implementation 
falters due to poor planning, manpower 
shortages and weak monitoring. Dead-
lines alone cannot cure systemic inertia. 
Governments must prioritise essential 
infrastructure, trained personnel and 
strict accountability. Otherwise, such 
directives risk becoming ritualistic ex-
ercises, offering little solace to critically 
ill patients who depend on timely, quality 
intensive care.  

Sidhartha Kar Mohapatra, 
BARIPADA

To stand for the Truth 
in all circumstances, to 

declare it if necessary in the 
teeth of the worst opposition 
and to be ready to all you can 
for its sake, is the defi nition of 
heroism.
 THE MOTHER

DEMOCRACY & INEQUALITY
SOCIETY

T he Iran war is hurting 
India more than it could 
ever imagine. It’s hitting 

gas supplies, NRI remittances, 
FDI and causing immense loss-
es to the RBI. As of April 2026, 
the RBI burnt approximately 
$40 billion in foreign exchange 
reserves to defend the rupee 
from dropping further in mas-
sive intervention measures. 
This aggressive action is in 
response to the rupee touch-
ing a record low of over 95 to 
the dollar on 30 March, driven 
by heavy oil import bills (with 
crude over $100 a barrel), for-
eign capital outfl ows, and mas-
sive arbitrage speculation. The 
RBI imposed strict limits, forc-
ing banks to unwind roughly 
$30-$40 billion in arbitrage po-
sitions where they were betting 
against the rupee.

Oil companies were directed 
to use specialized credit lines 
rather than the open market 
for dollar purchases to prevent 
further depreciation. Follow-
ing these measures, the rupee 
recovered to around Rs 93.20 
to the dollar by April 16. The 
forced, rapid unwinding of po-
sitions has led to potential loss-
es of Rs 3,000-4,000 crore for the 
banking sector. Despite the in-
tervention, analysts warn that 
high oil prices and geopolitical 
tensions may keep the rupee 

under pressure, with the RBI 
likely to maintain tight control. 

The rupee’s weakness is 
not a short-term fl uctuation 
but refl ects deeper structural 
imbalances in India’s external 
sector. A key factor is the coun-
try’s heavy dependence on im-
ported energy which makes the 
currency highly vulnerable to 
global shocks. 

At the same time, capital 
fl ows have turned adverse. 
Heightened geopolitical uncer-
tainty has triggered risk aver-
sion among foreign investors, 
leading to sustained outfl ows 
from Indian equity and debt 
markets. Even prior to the West 
Asia confl ict India was strug-
gling to attract suffi cient foreign 
capital with FDI stagnating and 
portfolio fl ows weakening.

Against this backdrop, the RBI 
has stepped up intervention in 
currency markets, selling large 
amounts of dollars in both spot 
and forward segments to curb 
depreciation. More recently, it 
has introduced unconventional 
measures, including restrictions 
on banks’ foreign exchange posi-
tions and curbs on offshore mar-
ket linkages. While these actions 
are offi cially framed as efforts to 
manage volatility, their scale and 
nature suggest an attempt to in-
fl uence the exchange rate level 
itself. Such intervention carries 

signifi cant risks. By distorting 
price discovery, it weakens the 
role of the exchange rate as a 
market signal. Policy unpre-
dictability—especially sudden 
regulatory shifts—can under-
mine investor confi dence, raise 
hedging costs, and discourage 
both foreign and domestic par-
ticipation in fi nancial markets. 

The fundamental issue is that 
the rupee’s depreciation refl ects 
underlying economic pressures 
that cannot be sustainably offset 
through intervention alone. A 
weaker currency, while un-
comfortable, plays an essential 
adjustment role: it discourages 
imports, supports exports, and 
can make domestic assets more 
attractive to investors. Over-in-
tervention may stabilise the ru-
pee temporarily, but at the cost 
of credibility and effi ciency. A 
more durable approach would 
involve addressing structural 
weaknesses, restoring investor 
confi dence, and allowing the 
exchange rate to function as a 
genuine market-driven price 
within an increasingly open 
fi nancial system.

The remittances sent back 
home by Indians working abroad 
have registered a 14% rise in 
FY25 to a record $135.46 billion, 
from 18.8 million Indian workers 
abroad, according to data com-
piled by the RBI. They sent home 

a record $129.4 billion in 2024. In-
dia tops the list of recipient coun-
tries for remittances in 2024 and 
is way ahead of second-placed 
Mexico with $68 billion. China 
($48 billion) is in the third spot, 
followed by the Philippines ($40 
billion) and Pakistan ($33 billion), 
according to World Bank.

Peace, when it comes, is un-
likely to be shaped by tradition-
al Western powers. It will more 
plausibly be brokered by Russia 
and China, refl ecting a shifting 
global balance. This raises a diffi -
cult but unavoidable question for 
India: how should it position itself 
in an emerging geopolitical con-
fi guration that may increasingly 
be anchored by a Russia–China–
Iran axis? Ignoring these shifts 
carries risks. 

Strategic misalignment could 
translate into greater instabili-
ty along India’s periphery, par-
ticularly in sensitive border 
regions. India cannot afford a 
reactive posture. It must reas-
sess its strategic options with 
clarity and speed—balancing 
geopolitical realities with its 
long-term national interests, 
economic resilience, and so-
cial cohesion. This evolving 
challenge demands more than 
short-term responses. It calls for 
a broader rethinking of policy, 
institutions, and priorities.

 INFA

The answer to the ongoing resurgence of 
authoritarianism is not to patch up a broken 

system, but to embrace a bold, unifying 
progressive vision

DEMOCRACY 
CANNOT 

SURVIVE ON 
PROCEDURES 

ALONE. IT 
NEEDS A 

FOUNDATION 
OF EQUALITY, 

SECURITY, 
AND SHARED 
PROSPERITY

Pedro Rossi

THE RUPEE’S 
WEAKNESS IS NOT 

A SHORT-TERM 
FLUCTUATION 
BUT REFLECTS 

DEEPER 
STRUCTURAL 

IMBALANCES IN 
INDIA’S EXTERNAL 

SECTOR

Shivaji Sarkar

WISDOM CORNER
The individual has always had to struggle to keep from be-
ing overwhelmed by the tribe. If you try it, you will be lonely 
often, and sometimes frightened. But no price is too high to 
pay for the privilege of owning yourself.  
 FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE

The truth is a snare: you cannot have it, without being 
caught. You cannot have the truth in such a way that you 
catch it, but only in such a way that it catches you. 
 SOREN KIERKEGAARD

Between stimulus and response there is a space. In that 
space is our power to choose our response. In our response 
lies our growth and our freedom.
 VIKTOR E. FRANKL

 

1810: Ludwig van Beethoven composes “Für Elise”. “Bagatelle 
No. 25” for solo piano is one of the German composer's most 
popular works and one of the most recognized melodies in the 
history of music. But it wasn't known to the world until 1867, 
decades after he died, when a scholar found it. And we still don't 
know who, exactly, the Elise in Beethoven's dedication was—or 
whether there actually was an Elise.

1822: Ulysses S. Grant, who commanded the Union armies 
during the American Civil War and served as president of the 
United States from 1869 to 1877, was born.

1865: The worst maritime disaster in U.S. history occurred 
when a boiler exploded on the overloaded steamship SS Sultana 
as it sailed the Mississippi River, killing some 1,800 people, 
many of whom were former Union POWs returning home from 
the Civil War.

1961: Sierra Leone becomes an independent republic. The West 
African country's fi rst Prime Minister, Sir Milton Margai, ended 
over 150 years of British colonial rule.

1981: The Xerox Star personal computer debuted, developed by 
Xerox PARC, and it included the fi rst mouse sold to consumers. 
(The mouse had been invented by Douglas Engelbart decades 
earlier, in 1963–64, when he built a device with a carved wood 
casing and a button to navigate a display screen.)

1992: For the fi rst time in its 700-year history, the British 
House of Commons is presided over by a female Speaker. Betty 
Boothroyd served as Speaker of the House of Commons from 
1992 to 2000.

 FOCUS

Automated warfare

Sir, China’s unveiling of the “Atlas” drone 
swarm system refl ects a major shift toward 
AI-driven, automated warfare. A single opera-
tor can control up to 96 drones simultaneously, 
launched from a fi xed ground platform at an 
interval of three seconds, forming a coordinat-
ed “kill chain” from scouting to strike. These 
drones act as a network: some conduct recon-
naissance, others relay signals, jam enemy sen-
sors, and fi nally execute precision strikes. Pow-
ered by AI algorithms, each drone has a “smart 
brain,” allowing autonomous coordination even 
under disrupted communication. This enables 
saturation attacks capable of overwhelming air 
defences and targeting logistics routes, bridges, 
and communication nodes. Future warfare will 
depend less on numbers of soldiers and more on 
intelligent, networked systems. 

RS Narula, 
PATIALA

US U-turn

Sir, US President Donald Trump 
ordered his envoys not to trav-
el to Pakistan to continue talks 
with Iranian offi cials on ending 
the war. The decision came as 
Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas 
Araghchi wrapped up a visit 
to Islamabad. Since the last 
round of talks, efforts to bring 
the two sides back to the table 
have hit an impasse, with Iran 
refusing to participate as long 
as a US naval blockade remains 
in place. Iran has imposed a de 
facto blockade of its own on the 
Strait of Hormuz, allowing only 
a trickle of ships to pass through 
the waterway.

Dorai Mani Suresh, 
GHAZIABAD
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, April 26: With 
panic buying of petrol and die-
sel in Andhra Pradesh on short-
age concerns forcing closure of 
over 400 outlets, Chief Minister 
N Chandrababu Naidu Sunday 
directed offi cials and oil compa-
nies to ensure adequate fuel sup-
ply and restore normalcy across 
the state by Monday.

Naidu’s remarks came after 
the state witnessed serpentine 
queues at various fuel stations 
across the state, causing concern 
among consumers over a possi-
ble shortage.

The chief minister directed 
district collectors to establish 
a task force and control room 
involving revenue, police and 
legal metrology departments to 
monitor the situation until nor-
malcy is restored.

As many as 421 out of 4,510 fu-
el stations across the state had 
to close operations following a 
sharp surge in demand driven 
by panic buying, offi cial sourc-
es said.

During a teleconference with 
offi cials and representatives of 

oil companies, Naidu reviewed 
the reasons behind the sudden 
fuel shortage and sought imme-
diate corrective measures.

He also questioned the delay 
in corrective action after offi -
cials said the issue had been 
identifi ed Thursday.

“Ensure there is no inconve-
nience to the public and restore 
normal supply without delay,” 
the CM said in an offi cial press 
release Sunday, warning that 
any disruption in essential ser-
vices would not be tolerated. 

Naidu made it clear that by 
Monday, no fuel station in the 
state should display “No Stock” 
boards, and directed offi cials to 
ensure seamless supply across 
all districts. 

Offi cials informed the CM 
that the situation arose due to 

commercial consumers shift-
ing to retail outlets, leading to 
an abnormal surge in demand. 
Petrol sales, which usually stand 
at 6,330 Kilolitres (KL) per day, 
rose by 34 per cent to 8,489 KL 
Saturday, while Sunday con-
sumption remained 22 per cent 
higher at 7,750 KL. 

Diesel sales also witnessed a 
spike, increasing from a normal 
9,048 KL per day to 10,556 KL Sat-
urday, a 16 percent rise, while 
Sunday demand stood at 9,392 
KL, about 3 percent higher than 
usual, said the press release.

District collectors noted that 
reduced supplies from private 
players further worsened the sit-
uation. Offi cials also pointed out 
that oil companies had tightened 
credit facilities to retail outlets. 
Questioning representatives of 

Hindustan Petroleum Corpora-
tion Limited (HPCL), Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOCL) and Bharat 
Petroleum Corporation Limited 
(BPCL), the Chief Minister asked 
why credit support was reduced. 

Offi cials further said that bulk 
purchases in drums, particular-
ly in the aqua sector, are creat-
ing additional pressure on avail-
ability of petroleum products. 

He warned that if oil compa-
nies “deliberately” create in-
convenience for the public or 
the government, permissions 
granted to them may be recon-
sidered, and stressed those ir-
responsible decisions affecting 
essential supplies would not be 
tolerated. 

Expressing concern over de-
lays in response, Naidu ques-
tioned why corrective steps were 
not taken despite the issue being 
identifi ed earlier, and empha-
sised that preventive action is 
more important than post-crisis 
reporting. 

He also instructed offi cials to 
ensure that diesel shortage does 
not affect paddy harvesting op-
erations and suggested consider-
ing a coupon system for farmers 
to regulate supply. 

Further, he ordered strict 
monitoring at fuel stations 
through police deployment and 
CCTV surveillance, and directed 
that black marketing be prevent-
ed at all costs.

Fuel crisis hits Andhra
Amid serpentine queues 

at fuel stations in Andhra, 
CM directs oil fi rms to 

restore supply by Monday 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Amaravati, April 26: After 
several years of dominating 
India’s apple market, north In-
dian states Jammu & Kashmir 
and Himachal Pradesh may see 
a challenger emerging from the 
southern part of the country, 
Andhra Pradesh, in the years 
to come.

The unexpected success of 
an enterprising state farmer 
in growing the temperate cli-
mate fruit in drought-prone 
Anantapur district has created 
a sensation, spurring the state 
government to look at the pos-
sibility of scaling up this novel 
horticultural activity.

The KLD apple variety’s 
adaptation to local conditions 
and realising higher prices 
than traditional growers in 
the northern states has sprung 
a surprise.

KV Ramana Reddy from Ko-
tanka village in Garladinne 
mandal of the Rayalaseema 

district blazed a trail by culti-
vating this apple variety on a 
2.5-acre fi eld.

Procuring apple saplings 
from agriculture heavyweight 
Israel at around `280 per plant, 
the pioneering farmer spent 
`4.2 lakh on 1,500 saplings and 
employed 12 x 6 spacing cultiva-
tion method to yield one tonne 
apples for the fi rst crop.

“Apple cultivation has 
emerged as a novel horticul-
tural activity in select mandals 
of Anantapuramu district with 
early-stage results showing vi-
able fruiting, good taste, and 
market prices of `120 to 170 per 
kg - signifi cantly higher than 
what growers in traditional 
apple regions of HP and J&K 
typically realise at the mandi 
(market),” a government source 
told PTI.

Emerging as an opportunity 
in non-traditional horticulture, 
15 acres across Garladinna, 
Kundurpi, and Peddapappur 
mandals of Anantapur dis-

trict, historically notorious 
for drought-like conditions, are 
now under apple cultivation.

Incidentally, Reddy’s ap-
ple orchard produced me-
dium-sized fruits with good 
taste and went on to command 
a price of `170 per kg for top 
grade and `120 per kg for me-
dium grade.

On comparing production 
economics between the Anan-
tapur experimental apple culti-

vation and HP and J&K apples, 
it was observed that the fruits 
produced in the Rayalaseema 
district have commanded a 
higher market price of up to 
`170 per kg, compared to any-
where between `50 and `100 
per kg for the northern Indian 
varieties, said the source.

The key advantage for the 
Rayalaseema variety has been 
identifi ed as off-season premi-
um and early fruiting while HP 

apples enjoy an established sup-
ply chain mechanism.

Traditional Kashmir vari-
eties have the advantages of 
scale, yield and brand value 
while high-density apple or-
chards in the region are re-
nowned for their high produc-
tivity.

However, the strategic sig-
nifi cance of the Anantapur 
apple story for the southern 
state includes off-season pre-
mium, compressed gestation, 
a semi-high-density model, 
diversifi cation and farmer in-

come potential.
“The Anantapur apple story, 

while nascent, carries several 
features of strategic interest. 
North Indian apples arrive in 
the markets between Septem-
ber and November. Anantapur 
fruit, with December fl owering 
and a different harvest window 
could command sustained 
price premiums if quality and 
volumes are maintained,” the 
source pointed out.

Unlike the seven to eight 
years gestation period for HP 
and J&K apples, the KLD vari-
ety being grown in Anantapur 
begins yielding fruits from the 
second year itself, dramatical-
ly reducing the farmer’s pay-
back period and risk exposure 
during the non-bearing phase.

Through the semi-high den-
sity plantation model, nearly 
3,700 apple plants can be sown 
per hectare in Anantapur, 
compared to just 250 trees per 
hectare in traditional HP and 
J&K orchards.
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Mandla (MP), April 26: A 
tiger cub was found dead in 
the Sarhi zone of the Kanha 
Tiger Reserve (KTR) in Mad-
hya Pradesh, taking the count 
of such fatalities in the facility 
to three in the past fi ve days, 
offi cials said Sunday.

Overall, Madhya Pradesh, 
which had 785 tigers as per a 
2022 Census and the highest in 
the country, has lost 24 big cats, 
including cubs, since January 
7, when the fi rst death was re-
ported in the Bandhavgarh Ti-
ger Reserve.

Among the 24 fatalities, ten 
tigers, including the three cubs, 
have died since April 2 when 
a tiger was found dead in the 
forested area of Burhanpur, 
according to offi cials.

The female cub was found 
dead on Saturday evening, and 
the carcass was sent to Jabal-
pur for postmortem, KTR fi eld 
director Ravindra Mani Tripa-
thi told PTI.

He said all three deceased 
cubs belonged to the Amahi 
area tigress (T-141).

Offi cials said a male cub was 
found dead near Amahi nulla in 

Sarhinakan beat April 21, with 
the cause of death reported as 
natural. Another male cub was 
found dead April 23 in a decom-
posed condition near Intawara 
nulla.

All three cubs are around 
one, offi cials said, adding that 
they are now concerned over 
the fourth cub of the tigress.

Preliminary fi ndings suggest 
that the tigress may be weak 
and unable to hunt, raising the 
possibility of cubs dying due to 

starvation, offi cials said, add-
ing that the exact causes could 
be ascertained after an inves-
tigation.

The tigress is being mon-
itored and provided supple-
mentary diet to improve her 
condition, they said.

With these incidents, the 
number of tiger deaths in KTR 
has risen to four in April, in-
cluding one adult tigress that 
died April 5 in Kanhari beat, 
reportedly due to infi ghting.
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Singrauli (MP), April 26: 
Three AI-powered e-check-
posts have been installed in the 
coal-rich Singrauli district of 
Madhya Pradesh to curb ille-
gal transportation of minerals, 
enhance revenue and improve 
transparency, offi cials said 
Sunday.

The gates have been set up at 
Telai village in Singrauli tehsil, 

Nigri in Sarai tehsil and Khan-
hana barrier in Dudhmaniya 
tehsil, they said.

Singrauli, situated in the 
northeast of MP close to Uttar 
Pradesh, is widely known as 
the “Energy Capital of India” 
due to its vast coal reserves and 
numerous thermal power plants 
operated by companies like NT-
PC Limited and private players.

Offi cials said the system, in-
troduced for the fi rst time in the 

state, is equipped with artifi cial 
intelligence (AI), varifocal cam-
eras, automatic number plate 
recognition capabilities and 
Radio Frequency Identifi cation 
(RFID) readers.

District Mining Offi cer 
Akanksha Patel said RFID tags 
have been made mandatory for 
all vehicles transporting miner-
als in the region.

“The tag will be affi xed on 
the front windshield. The sys-

tem will automatically verify 
vehicle number, mineral quan-
tity and weight, and detect vio-
lations such as overloading or 
absence of e-transit permits,” 
the offi cial said.

Immediate online action will 
be taken against violators, in-
cluding penalties, suspension 
or cancellation of vehicle regis-
tration and seizure of vehicles 
under the collector’s authority, 
offi cials said.

Andhra eyes apple farming after Rayalaseema success

KV Ramana Reddy 
from Kotanka village 
in Garladinne mandal 
of the Rayalaseema 
district blazed a trail 

by cultivating this 
apple variety on a 

2.5-acre fi eld

The unexpected success of an enterprising state farmer in growing the temperate climate fruit in drought-prone Anantapur district has 
created a sensation, spurring the state government to look at the possibility of scaling up this novel horticultural activity

THIRD TIGER CUB DIES IN 5
DAYS IN KANHA RESERVE

24 fatalities since 
January in MP
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Amaravati, April 26: Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu is scheduled to 
lay the foundation stone for a 
$15 billion Google AI data cen-
tre in Visakhapatnam April 28.

The CM will inaugurate the 
hyperscale AI data centre proj-
ect at Tarluvada village, expect-
ed to position Visakhapatnam 
as a key technology hub and an 
AI gateway in Asia.

“Naidu to lay foundation 
stone for Google’s $15 
billion AI data centre 
in Visakhapatnam 
April 28. Mega proj-
ect to be developed 
with 1 GW capacity, 
marking a major step 
in India’s digital infra-
structure growth,” said 
a press release Sunday.

With a planned capacity of 
1 gigawatt, the facility is ex-
pected to be one of the largest 
AI data centres in the country 
and will provide advanced AI 
cloud infrastructure and large-
scale data storage capabilities, 
it said.

The state government has 
outlined a long-term vision to 
develop a multi-gigawatt digital 
ecosystem with a total capaci-
ty of around 6.5 gigawatts, po-
sitioning Andhra Pradesh as a 
major data hub, it added.

The Google project is being 
developed as part of the state 
government’s efforts to attract 
global investments through its 
‘Speed of Doing Business’ poli-

cy, the release said.
The facility will be estab-

lished across nearly 600 acres 
in Tarluvada, Adavivaram and 
Rambilli areas, with other pri-
vate partners, aiming to build 
a larger multi-gigawatt digital 
ecosystem in the state.

The data centre is expected 
to generate signifi cant employ-
ment opportunities in artifi cial 
intelligence, cloud operations, 
cybersecurity, maintenance 
and data science, boosting job 

creation and industrial 
growth in the region.

The state govern-
ment also noted 
that the project 
will attract invest-
ments in allied sec-
tors such as power 

systems, cooling 
technologies, server 

manufacturing and net-
working, contributing to the 
development of a robust AI 
ecosystem.

“With global tech fi rms fo-
cusing on Visakhapatnam, the 
city is set to gain internation-
al recognition and emerge as 
a preferred destination for AI 
and cloud-based companies,” 
the press release said.

Moreover, the government 
said that with upcoming infra-
structure such as subsea cable 
connectivity and Bhogapu-
ram International Airport, 
Visakhapatnam is poised to 
transform into a global tech-
nology hub aligned with the 
‘Viksit Bharat 2047’ (devel-
oped India) vision.

Andhra CM Naidu to launch 
Google AI Data Centre project

Coal-rich Singrauli district gets 3 e-checkposts to curb illegal transport

People from the Jain community perform 'Abhishek' ritual on an occassion marking Teerthanker Mahaveer's 'Gyan Kalyanak', in Bhopal, Madhya 
Pradesh, Sunday  PTI PHOTO
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Bhopal, April 26: In a bid to 
intensify water conservation ef-
forts, the Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment will organise special 
activities across the state May 
25, marking Ganga Dussehra, 
as part of the ongoing ‘Jal Gan-
ga Samvardhan Abhiyan’. 

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, 
while reviewing the campaign 
at a state-level meeting via 
video conferencing late Sat-
urday, said the initiative (Jal 
Ganga Samvardhan Abhiyan) 
-- launched March 19 -- will 
continue until June 30, with a 
focus on expanding public par-
ticipation.

“The Jal Ganga Samvardhan 
Abhiyan must become a mass 
movement. Collective volun-
tary efforts such as cleaning 
wells, stepwells, ponds and ca-
nals, along with tree plantation, 
ghat cleaning and water con-
servation activities, should be 
carried out at village and ward 
levels,” CM Yadav said. 

He directed offi cials to en-
sure that the Ganga Dussehra 
programmes witness participa-
tion from Panchayats, urban 
local bodies, NGOs, social and 
religious organisations, wom-
en’s self-help groups and trade 
associations, so that water 
conservation becomes a peo-
ple-driven effort.

Highlighting the scale of the 
campaign, the Chief Minister 
noted that 82 activities across 
16 departments have been iden-
tifi ed under the initiative. He 
added that Madhya Pradesh has 
emerged as a national leader in 
participatory water conserva-
tion, with Dindori and Khand-
wa districts securing the top 
two positions nationally. 

He further pointed out that 
under the Centre’s Jal San-
chay Jan Bhagidari Abhiyan, 
Dindori has ranked fi rst in the 
country, while Khandwa has 
secured the second position, 
refl ecting the state’s strong per-
formance in community-driven 
water conservation. 

CM Yadav also stressed the 
need for continuous monitor-
ing of departmental activities 
and called for the introduction 
of a district-wise ranking sys-
tem to promote effi ciency and 
innovation. 

He instructed offi cials to en-
sure arrangements for public 
drinking water kiosks during 
the summer, maintain cleanli-
ness around water sources, and 
conduct regular water quality 
testing in schools and Angan-
wadi centres. 

During the meeting, offi cials 
informed that more than 2.43 
lakh works worth `6,232 crore 
have been planned under the 
Panchayat and Rural Develop-
ment Department, with districts 
such as Khandwa, Khargone, 
Dindori, Rajgarh and Balaghat 
leading in implementation.

MP launches water 
conservation drive 
for Ganga Dussehra



Under the 
visionary 
leadership of 

Narendra Modi, 
a ‘New India’ is 
emerging, with 
the country’s 
economy reaching new heights. 
India is supplying affordable 
and high-quality medicines to 
around 200 countries

YOGI ADITYANATH |  UTTAR PRADESH CM

Rajasthan 
is moving 
toward 

building a strong 
agritech-driven 
economy by in-
tegrating its tra-
ditional agricultural strengths 
with modern technology. The 
state government is creating an 
investor-friendly environment

BHAJANLAL SHARMA | RAJASTHAN CM
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KERALA: SNAKEBITE 
TOLL RISES TO SEVEN
Two elderly women died due to snakebite 
in Kannur and Idukki Sunday. With two 
new deaths, the number of snakebite 
fatalities reported in Kerala in recent days 
has risen to seven, including in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Alappuzha, Thrissur, Idukki 
and Kannur districts

Go and tell your 
friends, relatives and 

neighbours to vote for TMC 
candidates in this election. 
Didi has to win this fi ght 
against the BJP, which wants 
to take away your citizenship 
rights as part of a bigger 
game plan to win the polls
ARVIND KEJRIWAL  | 
AAP LEADER & FORMER DELHI CM

India’s 
strides in 
clean ener-

gy and indige-
nous technology 
refl ect the coun-
try’s growing 
self-reliance

PRAMOD SAWANT  |  GOA CM

3 women killed 
in car accident
Guwahati: Three women were 
killed when their car hit a 
stationary truck, rebounded 
off a road divider and fl ipped 
two to three times in the 
Mathgharia area here early 
Sunday morning, a police 
offi cial said. According to the 
offi cial, the car was registered 
to a person in Dhemaji, who 
had given it on rent to a travel 
agency. The police are yet to 
trace the driver.

Polling ends for Guj 
local body elections
Ahmedabad: Polling for 
various local bodies in 
Gujarat concluded Sunday 
with a turnout of under 
50 per cent recorded in 15 
municipal corporations 
amid the heatwave, offi cials 
said. According to the State 
Election Commission (SEC), 
while municipal corporations 
saw a tepid 48.55 per cent 
turnout, voter participation 
was higher in rural areas, with 
district and taluka panchayats 
recording 60.22 and 61.08 per 
cent, respectively.

Two accused escape 
from police custody
Kochi:  Two persons 
arrested in a theft case 
escaped from police custody 
when they were taken to 
a magistrate's residence 
for remand proceedings 
at North Paravoor Sunday, 
offi cials said. According to 
offi cials at the Kadavanthra 
police station, the accused, 
identifi ed as Russel from 
Pathanamthitta and Sooraj 
from Alappuzha, were 
arrested in connection with 
a theft case in Kochi. They 
were taken to the magistrate's 
residence in North Paravoor 
for remand proceedings, as it 
was a Sunday, police said. After 
reaching the residence in the 
evening, the handcuffs of the 
duo were removed, following 
which they allegedly pushed 
a police offi cer and escaped. 
Though police attempted to 
chase them, they managed 
to fl ee. North Paravoor police 
have launched an investigation 
into the incident.

Woman throws 
daughter in drain 
Faridabad: A woman allegedly 
killed her 18-month-old child - 
her sixth daughter - by throwing 
her into a drain in Faridabad, 
claiming she committed the 
crime as she was unable to 
take care of her family due to 
poverty, according to police.  
The incident occurred near 
Dheeraj Nagar April 23 when the 
girl's body was found stuck in 
an iron mesh along a drain by 
two school children, the police 
said Sunday, adding the body 
was retrieved and sent for a 
postmortem.

SHORT TAKES
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Raipur, April 26: A remote vil-
lage in Chhattisgarh’s Abujh-
mad region, once a stronghold 
of Maoists, has got electricity 
for the fi rst time after decades 
without power supply and oth-
er basic facilities, offi cials said 

Sunday.
When bulbs lit up for the 

fi rst time Friday, residents of 
Irpanar village saw not just 
light but a powerful symbol of 
development, a local said.

Having relied on lanterns 
and fi rewood for years, 

villagers described the mo-
ment as historic and thanked 
the administration and the 
electricity department for 
the effort.

The electricity would enable 
children to study at night and 
provide access to basic facili-
ties like mobile charging.

The availability of fans, 
lights and small appliances 
is expected to ease daily life, 
while opening possibilities for 
digital education, healthcare 
access, communication and 
small businesses in the future, 

the resident added.
Around 10 families will ben-

efi t from the electrifi cation, 
which was done at a cost of Rs 
56.11 lakh in the village, locat-
ed deep inside the forested and 
hilly terrain of Narayanpur 
district, as per offi cials.

Bastar region, compris-

ing seven districts including 
Narayanpur, has been witness-
ing signifi cant transformation 
following a decline in Maoist in-
fl uence as the state has got rid 
of the menace, a government 
offi cial here said.

The electricity supply in re-
mote villages has reduced fear 

and isolation, improved living 
standards and accelerated de-
velopment, signalling a safer 
and more prosperous future 
for the region.

After decades of darkness, 
Irpanar has lit up for the fi rst 
time under the state govern-
ment’s ‘Niyad Nella Nar’ (your 
good village) scheme, aimed at 
delivering basic amenities to re-
mote and sensitive areas of the 
Bastar region, the offi cial said.

A nearby village, Handawa-
da, has also been electrifi ed in 
recent months, marking the 
beginning of a broader push 
to connect remote habitations 
with essential services such as 
electricity, roads, drinking wa-
ter, education and healthcare, 
he said.

Providing electricity through 
the grid to Irpanar was not a 

routine technical task. Though 
located around 30 km from 
the district headquarters, the 
route involves rough tracks, 
steep climbs, dense forests and 
stretches that require travel on 
foot, with connectivity wors-
ening during the monsoon, 
Narayanpur Collector Namrata 
Jain said.

The Chhattisgarh State 
Power Distribution Company 
Limited executed the work on 
priority, relying on manual la-
bour and local support in sev-
eral stretches where machinery 
could not be used, she said.

Despite difficult geograph-
ical conditions, officials 
completed the expansion of 
power lines, installation of 
poles and household connec-
tions in a time-bound man-
ner, she added.

Having relied on 
lanterns and fi rewood 

for years, villagers 
described the 

moment as historic 
and thanked the 

administration and the 
electricity department 

for the effort

FROM CONFLICT 
TO PROGRESS Remote Irpanar village in Ch’garh gets electricity
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New Delhi, April 26: Aam 
Aadmi Party MP Sanjay Singh 
said Sunday that he has submit-
ted a petition to Rajya Sabha 
Chairman C P Radhakrishnan 
seeking the disqualifi cation 
of seven party MPs in the Up-
per House, who recently quit 
the AAP and announced their 
merger with the BJP.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the AAP Rajya Sabha 
member also said the party 
would pursue legal action in 
the matter if needed, alleging 
that the move by the seven MPs 
violated the anti-defection law.

The AAP has urged the Rajya 
Sabha chairman 

to terminate the member-
ships of the seven MPs, claim-
ing that they were elected to the 
Upper House on AAP tickets 
but later decided to leave the 
party and join the BJP.

On Friday, the AAP suffered 
a jolt when seven of its Rajya 
Sabha MPs Raghav Chadha, 
Ashok Mittal, Sandeep Pathak, 
Harbhajan Singh, Rajendra 
Gupta, Vikram Sahni and 
Swati Maliwal quit and merged 
with the BJP, alleging that the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led party had 
strayed from its principles, val-
ues and core morals.

“According to the Consti-
tution, two-thirds of the total 
MPs of a party can merge with 
another party,” Chadha said, 
pointing to the fact that AAP 
had a total of 10 MPs in the Ra-

jya Sabha. At the presser, Singh 
claimed that many Supreme 
Court judgments, including in 
cases related to Uttarakhand 
and Arunachal Pradesh, had 
clarifi ed how such defections 
could lead to disqualifi cation.

He also referred to the 10th 
Schedule of the Constitution, 
saying that “it clearly does not 
permit such political defec-
tions”. “While delays in such 
cases could lead to disappoint-
ment, the AAP would pursue 
the matter in court if required. 
These members were elected 
by the party but later chose to 
leave and join another outfi t. 
This is a betrayal of the people 
of Punjab and also of the Con-
stitution of India,” Singh said.

Incidentally, six of the seven 
MPs who quit the party were 
Rajya Sabha MPs from Punjab.

Rejecting speculation that 
some AAP MLAs in Punjab 
were in touch with the BJP, 
Singh termed such reports 
“false propaganda” being 
spread by the BJP and the “de-
fected” MPs. Singh also claimed 
that there was public anger and 
protests in Punjab against the 
MPs who quit the AAP for ”be-
traying” the party and the state.

Responding to allegations 
on the ‘Sheesh Mahal’ contro-
versy, Singh claimed that the 
images circulated by Delhi min-
ister Parvesh Sahib Singh were 
fake, which had already been 
“exposed”. The BJP Saturday 
cornered AAP supremo Arvind 
Kejriwal over a new bungalow 

allotted to him at Lodhi Estate 
here, dubbing it as ‘Sheesh Ma-
hal 2’ and alleging expenditure 
of private money to build ame-
nities in it.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Delhi PWD minister 
Parvesh Singh shared some 
images of the Type VII bunga-
low allotted to Kejriwal by the 
Centre, and said the Central 
PWD does not spend so much 
money on bungalows, alleg-
ing that “private money” was 
spent to create superior quality 
amenities in it. Singh said the 
AAP would initiate defamation 
proceedings and take action 
against channels that aired the 
“false”  images.

AAP seeks disqualifi cation 
of 7 MPs after BJP switch

Protest outside 
Raghav’s residence
Mumbai: Police Sunday 
detained some Aam Aadmi 
Party activists in Khar area 
of Mumbai for demonstrating 
outside the residence of Rajya 
Sabha member Raghav Chadha, 
who has crossed over to the 
BJP, and raising slogans. Aam 
Aadmi Party’s Mumbai unit 
president Preeti Sharma Menon 
claimed the police prevented 
AAP workers from protesting 
peacefully against “traitor” 
Chadha and detained local 
leader Ruben Mascharanhas. A 
Khar Police offi cial confi rmed 
that Mascharanhas and some 
other activists have been taken 
to the police station, without 
elaborating.

The AAP has urged the 
Rajya Sabha chairman to 

terminate the 
memberships of the seven 
MPs, claiming that they 

were elected to the Upper 
House on AAP tickets but 
later decided to leave the 

party and join the BJP
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New Delhi, April 26: Con-
gress leader Pawan Khera Sun-
day moved the Supreme Court 
against an order of Gauhati 
High Court which rejected his 
anticipatory bail petition in 
connection with his allegations 
that Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma’s wife pos-
sessed multiple passports and 
undisclosed properties abroad.

According to the apex court 
case status, the matter is yet to 
be assigned to a bench. Justice 
Parthiv Jyoti Saikia April 24 
had rejected Khera’s anticipato-
ry bail application after the Con-
gress leader was asked by the 
Supreme Court to approach the 
Gauhati High Court. Following 
the allegations, the CM's wife, 
Riniki Bhuyan Sharma, fi led 
criminal cases against Khera 
and others at Guwahati Crime 
Branch police station under var-
ious sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS). The Tel-
angana High Court had earlier 
granted Khera a seven-day tran-
sit anticipatory bail, but the As-
sam Police moved the Supreme 
Court against it.

Pawan Khera 
moves SC

POLITICKLE by MANJUL
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Kolkata, April 26: The Elec-
tion Commission Sunday an-
nounced a stringent security 
plan for the second phase of 
the West Bengal Asembly 
polls, making it clear that any 
attempt to disrupt voting or ob-
struct electors would be dealt 
with fi rmly, an offi cial said.

The poll body directed se-
curity personnel to carry out 
constituency-wise deployment 
and step up area domination 
exercises in interior lanes and 
sensitive neighbourhoods to 
ensure that voters can exercise 
their franchise without fear.

During a high-level coordina-
tion meeting, attended by poll 
offi cials, senior police offi cers 
and commanders of central 
forces from three election dis-
tricts under Kolkata, the EC 
reviewed the preparedness in 
142 constituencies that would 
go to polls April 29.

“As part of the plan, 160 mo-
torcycles carrying two CAPF 
personnel each will patrol 
localities across the constitu-
encies for quick deployment. 
The focus is on force deploy-
ment, vulnerability mapping, 
communication between the 
civil and police administration 
and ensuring a visible security 
presence in every area,” the of-
fi cial said. 

The meeting was also at-
tended by the Commissioner 
of Kolkata Police, district elec-
tion offi cers of Kolkata Uttar, 
Kolkata Dakshin and South 24 
Parganas, returning offi cers, 
general and police observers, 
Special Observer Subrata Gup-
ta and Special Police Observer 

N K Mishra. Meanwhile, state 
Chief Electoral Offi cer Manoj 
Kumar Agarwal, who visited 
Kakdwip in South 24 Parganas 
district ahead of the second 
phase of polling, held a meet-
ing with representatives of 
various political parties and 
urged them to encourage voters 
to participate freely.

“We have requested every-
one to ensure peaceful and 
normal voting. Bogus voting 
or booth capturing will not be 
allowed. People must be able to 
exercise their democratic right 
without fear. Anyone trying to 
prevent that will face action,” 
Agarwal said. 

He said CCTV cameras would 
be installed at every polling 
station, central forces would 
remain deployed at booths, and 
unauthorised persons would not 
be allowed within 100 metres of 
polling premises.

The commission has been 
conducting similar prepared-
ness reviews in several dis-
tricts ahead of the second phase 
as part of efforts to ensure free, 
fair and peaceful polling in the 
state, another offi cial said.

Security personnel will be 
deployed constituency-wise to 

ensure voter safety and prevent 
disruptions

Motorcycle patrols and 
increased security presence 

are planned for sensitive areas

CCTV cameras will be installed 
at every polling station to 

monitor voting

The Election Commission aims 
to restore confi dence in the 

electoral process and ensure free 
and fair polling

2ND PHASE OF WB POLLS

EC announces tight 
security in 142 seats
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Kolkata, April 26: The Elec-
tion Commission Sunday direct-
ed the police to launch a special 
drive to arrest those involved in 
illegal manufacturing of crude 
bombs in poll-bound West Ben-
gal, and asserted that all cases 
related to the making of any such 
explosive would be probed by the 
National Investigation Agency, a 
senior poll offi cial said.

The directive came after the 
police recovered around 100 
crude bombs from the house 
of a person, allegedly a TMC 
worker, at Bhangar in South 24 
Parganas district, days ahead 
of the second and fi nal phase of 
the assembly polls in the state. 
The explosives were recovered 
during a search at the residence 
of Rafi kul Islam following spe-
cifi c inputs, the offi cial said.

100 crude bombs
recovered from 
TMC worker’s house
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New Delhi, April 26: Data on 
oil imports from Russia to India 
cannot be provided as it is ex-
empted under the RTI Act due 
to its “commercial and confi den-
tial” nature, according to the Pe-
troleum Planning and Analysis 
Cell (PPAC) under Oil Ministry, 
with the Central Information 
Commission (CIC) too backing 
it, citing strategic and economic 
interests of the country.

The case relates to an RTI 
plea seeking details of crude oil 
imported from Russia to India 
between June 2022 and June 
2025, including a company-wise 
breakup for fi rms such as IOCL, 
BPCL, HPCL, ONGC Videsh, Re-
liance Industries and Nayara 
Energy. The Central Public In-

formation Offi cer (CPIO) had 
denied the information, stating, 
“The information pertaining to 
country-wise and company-wise 
details of crude oil import is of 
commercial and confi dential na-
ture and is exempted from dis-
closure under Section 8(1) (d&e) 
of the RTI Act 2005. However, the 
total quantity and value of crude 
oil import (both current and his-
torical) can be downloaded from 
the PPAC website.”

The First Appellate Authori-
ty upheld this reply. During the 
hearing recently, the appellant 

argued that the information 
was not provided and said he 
wanted to understand how In-
dia is functioning in the sector.

In its interim decision, the 
Commission observed that 
disclosure of the requested data 
“would prejudicially affect the 
strategic and economic interest 
of the State and also affect the 
relations with foreign states,” 
adding that the information is 
linked to geopolitical relations.

The Commission also issued a 
show-cause notice to the offi cial 
concerned of the PPAC, which 
functions under the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas, for 
being absent from the hearing 
despite receiving prior notice, 
asking why a penalty under 
Section 20(1) of the RTI Act 
should not be imposed.

Russia crude oil import 
data confi dential: CIC



India had 95 of 
the world’s 100 
hottest cities this 
week, that should 
scare us, how is 
this not a national 
emergency? 

Why are no serious people talking 
about this loudly? We keep cutting 
forests and turning every open 
space into concrete & glass, 
then we act shocked when cities 
become ovens This is not normal 
heat, This is a warning

 @theprayagtiwari
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THREE DIE OF SUSPECTED 
INHALATION OF TOXIC GAS 
Three workers died Sunday 
after suspected inhalation of 
toxic gas inside a drainage tank 
at a mushroom farming unit in 
Purandar taluka in Pune district 
of Maharashtra, police said

I am told that many 
people have been 

inconvenienced by the 
anti-encroachment drive. I 
would like to tell them that 
even the stairs leading to my 
house have been demolished 
as part of the drive
SAMRAT CHOUDHARY | BIHAR CM

WB bomb blast: NIA 
arrests prime accused 
New Delhi: The National 
Investigation Agency Sunday 
arrested a prime accused in the 
West Bengal bomb explosion 
case, in which one person was 
killed and three others were 
seriously injured last month.  
The accused, Ahidul Islam 
Molla of Bijoyganj Bazar area 
in South 24 Parganas district 
of West Bengal, was arrested 
following detailed examination 
of his role in the explosion that 
took place at Dakshin Bamunia 
village, a statement issued by 
the NIA said.

Goa Class X results: 
94.51% students pass
Panaji: The results of the Goa 
board's class 10 examination, 
declared Sunday, showed 
girls have outperformed 
boys, with an overall pass 
percentage of students 
94.51 per cent.  Addressing 
a press conference, Goa 
Board of Secondary and 
Higher Secondary Education 
(GBSHSE) chairman Bhagirath 
Shetye said that out of 20,618 
students who appeared for 
the examination conducted 
in March, 19,486 have 
successfully passed. 

Havildar found 
dead in barracks
Patna: The body of a Bihar 
Police personnel was found 
hanging from the ceiling of 
a room in his barracks here, 
a senior officer said Sunday.  
Patna Senior Superintendent 
of Police Kartikeya Sharma 
said a havildar with Bihar 
State Armed Police-1, 
popularly known as "Gorkha 
battalion", died allegedly 
by suicide as he had been 
suffering from some ailment. 
The deceased left behind 
"two suicide notes", one in 
Hindi and the other in his 
native language Nepali.

A corrupt 
group re-
mains around 

Arvind Kejriwal, 
and it’s natural 
that they (seven 
AAP's Rajya Saha 
MPs) left the party. It's possible 
that more people will leave in the 
future

PIYUSH GOYAL | COMMERCE &
INDUSTRY MINISTER

Changing 
statements 
does not 

change the truth. 
Uttar Pradesh 
has never seen 
such a weak chief 
minister, under whose watch poor 
and helpless victims are pressured 
to alter their statements

AKHILESH YADAV | SP PRESIDENT

Two things 
are clear: 1. 
The magician 

has run out of 
tricks. Young 
India can see right 
through him. 2. 
Gen Z is our future - and Gen Z 
women will lead the way. It is our 
duty to open every door for them

RAHUL GANDHI | CONG LEADER

SHORT TAKES

People dressed in costumes take part in the TCS World 10K marathon, in Bangalore, Karnataka  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 26: Veter-
an Indian photographer Ra-
ghu Rai, widely regarded as a 
pioneer of photojournalism in 
the country, died Sunday after 
a two-year-long battle with 
cancer. His photographs did 
not simply accompany stories. 
They often became the story.

More than what made news 
on a daily basis, Rai's camera 
caught the ordinary, the every-
person, with equal, if not more, 
sensibility and sensitivity. The 
mundane was made extraordi-
nary, often in black and white, 
as if trying to soften the edges 
of life’s ruggedness.

In a PTI interview in 2023, 
Rai said the best thing about 
capturing moments on cam-
era is coming face-to-face with 
questions about life and its ev-
er-changing nature.

His pictures live on, seared 
into India's collective memory. 
One of the most haunting imag-

es that came out of the Bhopal 
disaster is that of an infant, 
eyes open forever in a cold dark 
gaze, as a hand caresses the 
child into an eternal slumber.

Another picture, among his 
most telling perhaps, shows a 
pensive group of Congress min-
isters, all male, standing hud-
dled around Indira Gandhi as 
she sits at her desk. The photo 
is simply captioned: “Indira 
Gandhi with Congress men, 
Delhi, 1967”.

The contrast, while stark, be-
tween the two images, conjures 
up the shadow of a photojour-
nalist standing too close for 
comfort to his subjects.

Photographer Aditya Arya, 
founder of Museo Camera, said 
Rai introduced Indian journal-
ism to such photography that 
you were almost one with the 
subject.

Rai believed that the purpose 
of photography is “to capture 
the time we live in”.

From the quiet rituals of 

cremations to the spiritual 
vibrations of the Ganga aarti, 
from the busy city streets with 
hurried movements to intense 
discussions at tea stalls, Rai's 
lens caught the holy city in its 
element, fi lled with raw and 
unmatched energy.

He saw a Banaras that was 
“less aware of its own image, a 
place that hadn’t yet learned to 

pose for the lens”, said photog-
rapher Samar Jodha, who felt 
like “a son and a friend” of Rai.

During his long and illustri-
ous career, Rai worked with 
leading Indian magazines Sun-
day and India Today. Over the 
years, his photo essays appeared 
in renowned international pub-
lications, including Time, Life, 
The New York Times, The Inde-

pendent, and The New Yorker.
He served three times on the 

jury of the World Press Photo 
and twice on the jury of UN-
ESCO’s International Photo 
Contest, according to Magnum 
Photos, where he was nominat-
ed to join by Cartier-Bresson 
in 1977.

Rai also left behind a large 
number of books, including 
“Raghu Rai's India: Refl ections 
in Colour and Refl ections in 
Black and White” and “Expo-
sure: Portrait Of A Corporate 
Crime”.

Rai was working on his 57th 
book, according to the website 
of the Raghu Rai Foundation, 
which was established in 2010 
and has archived more than 
50,000 of his images.

Tributes poured in from 
across political and creative 
fi elds. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi condoled the death of = Ra-
ghu Rai and said his photogra-
phy had extraordinary sensitiv-
ity, depth and diversity. While 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi 
credited Rai for preserving “our 
nation’s memory” and chroni-
cling "the soul of India” its peo-
ple, its struggles, its joys, and its 
defi ning moments" in a post on 
X, Priyanka Gandhi said that 
the legendary photographer 
“etched the stories of joys and 
sorrows, elation and grief, chal-
lenges and struggles of ordinary 
Indians into his images”.

Shashi Tharoor shared on 
X that his memories of Rai 
stretched back to his childhood, 
as his father and the photogra-
pher were colleagues at The 
Statesman.

BJD president Naveen Pat-
naik said his frames were not 
just pictures, but living histo-
ries.

Lyricist-writer Varun Grover 
called Rai “the silent storyteller, 
the interpreter of light, the most 
gentle and kind”.

Rai’s last rites were per-
formed at Lodhi Crematorium 
Sunday.

India mourns loss of iconic photographer Raghu Rai

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kolkata, April 26: AAP leader 
and former Delhi Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal Sunday alleged 
that a BJP-EC conspiracy led to 
the deletion of 90 lakh voters from 
the electoral rolls in West Bengal 
under the SIR exercise, claiming 
it was part of a larger plan to tar-
get citizenship documents.

Addressing an election rally 
in Rasbehari constituency here, 
Kejriwal also accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi of “in-
sulting” the people of the state 
by deploying 3.5 lakh security 
personnel for the Assembly polls.

He urged those whose names 
were allegedly deleted from 
the voters’ list to support the 
Trinamool Congress. “Go and 
tell your friends, relatives and 
neighbours to vote for TMC 
candidates in this election. Didi 
has to win this fi ght against the 
BJP, which wants to take away 
your citizenship rights as part 
of a bigger game plan to win the 
polls,” he said.

Under fl ak, Dhirendra Shastri apologises
Nagpur: Amid backlash in Maharashtra, Bageshwar Dham head Dhirendra 
Shastri Sunday said he was “extremely sorry” for his remarks on 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, which he claimed were twisted by some 
people on social media. Referring to his controversial remarks that people 
should give birth to four children and dedicate one of them to RSS, Shastri 
clarifi ed that he had suggested making children staunch “Rashtrawadi 
like Sangh” with Sanatani ideology. A row erupted after Shastri claimed 
at a programme in Nagpur that Shivaji Maharaj had expressed his desire 
to renounce his responsibilities because he was tired of warfare, and 
approached his “guru” Samarth Ramdas with his crown. Addressing a 
press conference in Nagpur Sunday, the spiritual preacher claimed that his 
remarks on Shivaji Maharaj were misrepresented on social media.

PM to visit Sikkim, UP April 27 to 29 
New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Sikkim and Uttar Pradesh from 
April 27 to 29 during which he will participate in Sikkim’s 50th year of statehood 
celebrations in Gangtok and a women conference in Varanasi. In Uttar Pradesh, 
the prime minister will also inaugurate the Ganga Expressway in Hardoi, marking 
a signifi cant milestone in the development of world-class infrastructure in the 
country, dedicate 48 completed projects worth more than `1,050 crore and lay 
the foundation stone of 112 projects worth around `5,300 crore. Modi will arrive 
in Gangtok in the afternoon of April 27 and in the early morning next day, he will 
participate in the closing ceremony of Sikkim’s 50th year of statehood celebrations 
at Paljor Stadium, an offi cial statement said. In Gangtok, he will inaugurate, launch 
and lay the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over `4,000 
crore across Sikkim and also address a gathering on the occasion.

Smoke, sparks: Charminar Express halted
Hyderabad: Smoke and sparks emanated from a wheel of a coach of Charminar 
Express, prompting the train to be halted at a railway station in Yadadri Bhuvanagiri 
district of Telangana, SCR offi cials said Sunday. There were no damage or casualty 
in the incident which occurred due to “brake binding” April 25, they said. In a post on 
'X' Sunday, the South Central Railway (SCR) said: "Train No.12760 Hyderabad - Tam-
baram Charminar Express which left Hyderabad yesterday i.e., 25th April, 2026 was 
stopped at Aler Railway station of Secunderabad Division of South Central Railway at 
19:47 hrs due to BRAKE BINDING in S5 coach".  Smoke and spark was noticed in the 
wheel of the coach which was extinguished immediately by the railway staff, it said.

PRESS TRUSR OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 26: Sharp dif-
ferences among the BRICS mem-
ber states over the US-Israel 

war on Iran stalled India’s 
efforts to build a consensus po-
sition on the confl ict during a 
meeting of the grouping in New 
Delhi last week, offi cial sources 
said Sunday.

There was no change in In-
dia’s position on the Palestine 
issue at all, they said days after 
the meeting of the BRICS Deputy 
foreign ministers and special en-
voys on Middle East and North 
America held in New Delhi.

As consensus on the West 
Asia confl ict eluded, a “chair’s 
statement” was released at the 
end of the deliberations. India is 
the current chair of the BRICS.

The BRICS meeting of offi -
cials on the Middle-East could 
not produce a consensus docu-
ment because there was “sharp 
difference of positions among 
members who are party to the 
confl ict”, the sources said.

It is learnt that the United 
Arab Emirates' position on the 
confl ict resulted in the meeting 
ending without producing a col-
lective statement.

Efforts to bridge the gaps by 
all others were not successful, 
the sources said. On the Pal-
estine issue, India had only as 
recently as in January reached 
an agreed position with the Ar-
ab League, including Palestine, 
they said.

India has been clear in its sup-
port for a two-State solution, the 
sources said.

“Many BRICS members had 
hosted/supported/ attended the 
Sharm el-Sheikh summit and the 
UNSC resolution 2803. These 
have been notable developments 
in the last year,” a source said.

The Sharm el-Sheikh summit 
in October last paved the way 
for ending the Israeli military 
offensive in Gaza. The summit 
culminated in the conclusion of 
a ceasefi re agreement in Gaza.

Following the BRICS meeting 
Friday, the Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) said the members 
expressed deep concern on the 
confl ict in the Middle East and 
offered views and assessments 
on the matter.

In January, India and the Ar-
ab League nations had pitched 
for a sovereign and viable Pal-
estine state living side-by-side 
with Israel.

‘India’s position on 
Palestine unchanged’

FILE PHOTO

Kejriwal urges 90L
deleted voters 
to support TMC

SNIPPETS BENGAL POLLS

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 26: A Zu-
rich-bound Swiss International 
Air Lines' plane carrying 245 
people aborted takeoff at the Del-
hi airport early morning Sunday 
due to an engine issue, follow-
ing which a full emergency was 
declared and passengers were 
evacuated, with four of them 
suffering injuries, according to 
the airline.

There were 232 passengers, in-
cluding four infants, and 13 crew 
members onboard the A330-300 
aircraft with registration HB-
JHK that was to operate the 
fl ight LX147 when the incident 
took place around 1am. Swiss In-
ternational Air Lines is known 
as Swiss.

“Four passengers remain 
in the hospital... A cabin crew 
member sustained a sprained 
ankle. The other crew mem-
bers are unharmed,” an airline 
spokesperson said in an updat-
ed statement and added that the 
one cabin crew member suffered 
a minor foot injury.

Details about how the passen-
gers suffered injuries could not 
be immediately ascertained.

“Shortly after 1am, local time 
April 26, an issue occurred with 
one of the engines during the 
takeoff of fl ight LX147 in Delhi. 
The crew aborted the takeoff 
and, after assessing the situa-
tion, decided as a precaution 
to evacuate the aircraft,” the 
spokesperson said.

Sources said smoke was ob-
served from the port side of the 
main wheel and initial input 
was about smoke coming from 

one of the landing gears.
According to sources, a call 

regarding full emergency and 
the aircraft suffering tyre burst 
was received from the Air Traf-
fi c Controller (ATC) initially. Af-
ter the checking was done by the 
airside team, it was confi rmed 
that during the rejected takeoff, 
smoke was observed originating 
from the port side of the main 
wheel, they added.

Delhi airport operator DI-
AL said in the early hours of 
Sunday, a full emergency was 
declared for fl ight LX147 on 
Runway 28/10. “All prescribed 
safety protocols were promptly 
executed, and passengers were 
safely evacuated. Airport oper-
ations remained unaffected,” 

DIAL said in a post on X.
Regretting the inconvenience 

caused, the Swiss spokesperson 
said, “We are aware that such 
an event can be stressful and 
traumatic for those affected. Our 
teams remain in close contact 
with our passengers and contin-
ue to support them even beyond 
the immediate situation.”

It further said Swiss technical 
specialists will travel to Delhi to 
inspect the aircraft and initiate 
the next step. Passengers have 
been accommodated in hotels 
and rebooked onto alternative 
fl ights. “We were able to fi nd a 
solution for all guests to contin-
ue their journey. We will remain 
in contact with them,” the air-
line spokesperson assured.

Swiss plane suffers 
engine glitch; 4 hurt

There were 232 passengers, including four 
infants, and 13 crew members onboard the 
A330-300 aircraft with registration HB-JHK 
that was to operate the fl ight LX147 when 
the incident took place around 1am. Swiss 
International Air Lines is known as Swiss

Bengal: Shah vows 
UCC, triple talaq ban
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Ranaghat/Tehatta (West 
Bengal), April 26:  Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
Sunday said if the BJP is vot-
ed to power in West Bengal, it 
would set up a special squad to 
curb cattle smuggling and end 
"goonda raj" and "syndicate raj" 
in the state.

Addressing election rallies at 
Tehatta and Ranaghat in Nadia 
district, Shah said if the BJP is 
voted to power in the state, it 
would implement the Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC), end polyga-
my and enforce the ban on tri-
ple talaq.

Shah alleged that successive 
Congress governments and 
the TMC under Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee had adopted 
a soft approach towards terror-
ism, claiming that "terrorists 
were served biryani" during 
their rule.

Speaking in Ranaghat, Shah 
alleged that most of the cattle 
smuggling takes place through 
Nadia district. "Cattle smug-
gling has been the highest in 
this district. It has happened in 
such a manner that it will take 
71 years for Mamata Banerjee to 
wash off her sins. After forming 
the government in West Bengal, 
we will form a special squad to 
stop the menace," he said.

"During the rule of the Con-
gress and Mamata Banerjee 
governments, terrorists were 
being fed biryani. After Na-
rendra Modi became prime 
minister, India answered terror 
attacks with surgical strikes 
and air strikes," Shah said.

Shah also accused Mamata 
Banerjee of allowing infi ltra-
tion and alleged that illegal 
migrants had been accommo-
dated in the state for political 
reasons.



REUTERS

Kyiv, April 26: Ukraine is 
commemorating the 40th an-
niversary of the Chornobyl di-
saster Sunday, amid fears that 
Russia’s four-year war could 
spark a repeat of the world’s 
worst nuclear accident that 
led to thousands of deaths and 
devastating environmental con-
sequences.

Kyiv says Moscow has re-
peatedly sent missiles and 
drones on a fl ight path near 
the plant to attack Ukrainian 
cities, even damaging a critical 
protective shield in an attack 
last year.

Marking the disaster - which 
spewed radioactive materi-

al across much of Europe as 
Soviet authorities sought to 
hide its true scale - has taken 
on sharp new meaning during 
Russia’s invasion of its smaller 
neighbour.

Foreign offi cials including 
the EU energy commissioner 
arrived in Kyiv to commemo-
rate the event and pledge fresh 
support for Ukraine’s power 
system, which is regularly tar-
geted by Russian air strikes.

Somber ceremonies took 
place at a Kyiv memorial hon-
oring fallen fi rst responders, 
as well as in the purpose-built 
city of Slavutych in northern 
Ukraine for evacuated plant 
employees. “Chornobyl has be-
come both a symbol of the crim-

inal irresponsibility of the Sovi-
et totalitarian system and of the 
heroism of the liquidators who 
responded to the catastrophe,” 
said Denys Shmyhal, Ukraine’s 
energy minister, on X Sunday.

“Chornobyl is one of human-
ity’s key lessons. Russia’s war 
against Ukraine has further 
heightened these risks.”
WAR DAMAGE

A Russian drone strike in Feb-
ruary 2025 punctured a massive 
arc installed over part of the 

Chornobyl plant in 2016 to shield 
a sarcophagus built in 1986 to cov-
er tons of radioactive debris. No 
leaks were detected, and workers 
have patched up the hole.

But the arc needs at least 500 
million euros’ worth of more 
extensive repairs to prevent 
permanent damage, according 
to the European Bank for Re-
construction and Development, 
which is helping raise funds for 
the project.

Speaking in Kyiv Sunday, 

International Atomic Energy 
Agency Director General Rafael 
Grossi said repairs should start 
as soon as possible.

Kyiv’s top state prosecutor 
told Reuters that Ukrainian 
radars had detected at least 92 
Russian drones that had fl own 
within a 5-km (3-mile) radius of 
the shield since June 2024.

Nuclear power has become 
the backbone of Ukraine’s 
energy system since Russia’s 
2022 invasion, accounting for 

around 70% of total power 
generation, according to state-
owned fi rm Energoatom.

Control of the Russian-oc-
cupied Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant – Europe’s largest 
- is a major sticking point in 

US-brokered peace negotiations 
between Kyiv and Moscow.

President Volodymyr Zel-
enskiy said Sunday the plant 
risked a disaster worse than 
Chornobyl if it was not trans-
ferred back to Ukrainian con-
trol.
LONG-LASTING CONSEQUENCES

Millions were exposed to 
radiation, hundreds of thou-
sands forced to fl ee, and wide 
swathes of land contaminated 
after the accidental explosion 
and resulting meltdown inside 
reactor four at the Soviet-built 
Chernobyl plant in the early 
hours of April 26, 1986.

Thousands have since suc-
cumbed to radiation-related ill-
nesses such as cancer, although 
the total death toll and long-
term health effects remains a 
subject of intense debate. 

Pope Leo Sunday said the 
Chornobyl disaster had left a 
mark on humankind’s collec-
tive conscience, and he urged 
that atomic power “always be 
used to support life and peace”.
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NORTHERN JAPAN WILDFIRE CRISIS
Japan has deployed 1,400 fi refi ghters and 
dozens of Self-Defense Force personnel to 
battle mountain blazes that have been raging 
in the north for fi ve days and threaten to reach 
homes in the picturesque coastal town of 
Otsuchi, offi cials said Sunday. Fanned by dry, 
windy weather, two more wildfi res broke out 
elsewhere in the north Sunday 

It remains a warn-
ing over the use of 

ever more powerful tech-
nologies. I hope that at all 
decision-making levels, 
wisdom and responsibility 
always prevail, so that 
atomic power can always 
be used to support life 
and peace
POPE LEO | CATHOLIC CHURCH LEADER

Car explosion outside 
Ireland police station
London: Police in Northern 
Ireland have condemned 
a car-bomb attack on a 
police station as an attempt 
to undermine the 1998 
agreement that brought 
peace to the region. The 
bomb, fashioned from a 
compressed gas cylinder, 
exploded as police were 
evacuating nearby residents 
in Dunmurry, on the outskirts 
of Belfast, Saturday night, 
Deputy Chief Constable 
Bobby Singleton told 
reporters Sunday. “This 
clearly demonstrates that 
what this type of device may 
have lacked in terms of its 
sophistication and scale, it 
more than made up for in its 
reckless unpredictability,” 
Singleton said. “For a 
device like this to have been 
deployed against police 
and in such proximity to the 
public was idiotic. It was 
absolute madness.”

Israeli attacks kill at 
least 4 Palestinians 
Cairo: Israeli military 
attacks killed at least four 
Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip Sunday, health offi cials 
in the enclave said. Medics 
said an airstrike carried out 
by Israel’s forces killed one 
person near the central village 
of Al-Mughraqa, while Israeli 
gunfi re and tank shelling 
killed two others near Gaza 
City. In another incident, 
Israeli forces shot and killed 
a 40-year-old woman in Khan 

Younis, in the south of the 
territory, health offi cials said. 
The Israeli military said it 
was unaware of any attack by 
its troops in that area at the 
time of the reported incident 
Sunday.

Russian defence min 
visits North Korea
Moscow: Russian Defence 
Minister Andrei Belousov 
has arrived in North Korea, 
Russia’s defence ministry 
said Sunday, the second 
senior Russian official to 
visit Pyongyang in recent 
days. Earlier, North Korean 
state media KCNA reported 
that Russia’s State Duma 
Chairman Vyacheslav 
Volodin had also arrived in 
Pyongyang and will attend 
the opening ceremony of 
a newly built memorial for 
North Korean troops who 
died fighting in the Ukraine 
war. Belousov is due to hold 
talks with North Korea’s 
top leadership and senior 
military officials and will 
take part in “ceremonial and 
commemorative events,” the 
Russian defence ministry 
said. Separately, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin sent 
a telegram to North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un to mark 
the opening of the memorial, 
the Kremlin said.

Our 23 million 
people have 
the right 

to engage with 
the international 
community. The 
greater the exter-
nal pressure we face, the more 
courage and resolve we have

LAI CHING-TE |  PRESIDENT, CHINA

The President 
therefore 
believes that 

before addressing 
the pardon request 
itself, efforts 
should fi rst be 
exhausted to reach an agreement 
between the parties, outside the 
courtroom

ISAAC HERZOG  | PRESIDENT, ISRAEL

I will visit 
Japan, China, 
and South 

Korea this week for 
talks on energy se-
curity in the face of 
disruptions caused 
by the Middle East confl ict

PENNY WONG  |  
FOREIGN MINISTER, AUSTRALIA

SHORT TAKES

REUTERS

Islamabad/Washington, 
April 26: Hopes of reviving 
peace efforts in the US-Israeli 
war with Iran receded Sunday 
as Iran’s foreign minister re-
turned to Pakistan despite the 
absence of US counterparts 
after President Donald Trump 
told envoys not to resume talks.

While Abbas Araqchi contin-
ued to shuttle between mediat-
ing countries over the week-
end, Trump scrapped a visit to 
Islamabad by his envoys Steve 
Witkoff and Jared Kushner.

US forces removed security 
equipment from the city, Paki-
stani government sources said, 
signalling that any US delega-
tion was unlikely to return for 
negotiations soon.

Although a ceasefi re has 
paused full-scale fi ghting in 
the confl ict, which began with 
US-Israeli strikes on Iran Feb-
ruary 28, no agreement has 
been reached on terms to end 
a war that has killed thousands, 
driven up oil prices, fuelled in-
fl ation and darkened the out-
look for global growth.

Tehran has largely closed the 
Strait of Hormuz, which nor-
mally carries a fi fth of global 
oil shipments, while Washing-
ton has imposed a blockade of 
Iran’s ports. After holding talks 
in Pakistan, Araqchi fl ew to 
Oman - another mediator in the 
war - where he met the coun-
try's leader, Haitham bin Tariq 
al-Said, Sunday. They discussed 
security in the strait and Araq-
chi called for a regional securi-
ty framework free of outside in-
terference, according to Iran's 
foreign ministry.

Araqchi later returned to Is-
lamabad, Iranian state media 
reported. Pakistani govern-

ment sources said he would 
hold talks with the country’s 
leadership before heading to 
Moscow.

IRAN ‘OFFERED A LOT, BUT NOT 
ENOUGH’, SAYS TRUMP

Speaking in Florida before 
being rushed out of the White 
House Correspondents’ Asso-
ciation dinner in Washington, 
Trump said he cancelled his 
envoys’ visit due to too much 
travel and expense for what he 
considered an inadequate Ira-
nian offer. Iran “offered a lot, 
but not enough,” Trump said.

An earlier round of talks in 
Islamabad - in which Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance led the US del-
egation opposite Iran’s parlia-
mentary speaker Mohammad 
Baqer Qalibaf - ended without 
agreement. After the latest dip-
lomatic trip was called off, two 
US Air Force C-17s carrying 

security staff, equipment and 
vehicles used to protect US of-
fi cials fl ew out of Pakistan, two 
Pakistani government sources 
told Reuters Sunday.

Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian told Pakistani 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if by phone that Tehran would 
not enter “imposed negotia-
tions” under threats or block-
ade, according to a statement 
from the Iranian government.

He said the United States 
should fi rst remove obstacles, 
including its maritime block-
ade, before negotiators could 
begin laying the groundwork 
for a settlement.

TRUMP SAYS IRAN’S 
LEADERSHIP IN DISARRAY

Writing on Truth Social be-
fore the shooting at the White 
House Correspondents’ Dinner, 
Trump said there was “tremen-
dous infi ghting and confusion” 
within Iran’s leadership.

“Nobody knows who is in 
charge, including them,” he 
posted. “Also, we have all the 
cards, they have none! If they 
want to talk, all they have to do 
is call!!!”  Pezeshkian said last 
week there were “no hardliners 
or moderates” in Tehran and 
that the country stood united 
behind its supreme leader.

US-Iran peace hopes fade 

Araqchi shuttles between 
mediators Pakistan and 

Oman

Iran demands blockade lifted 
before any negotiations begin

US removes security 
equipment from Pakistan, 

sources say

Trump said Iran’s peace offer 
better but still inadequate

Ukraine marks 40th anniversary of Chornobyl disaster
Ukraine commemorates 
world’s worst nuclear disaster

Russia’s war heightens risks 
of new tragedy at plant, 
minister says

Recent drone strike punctured 
protective arc, needs repairs

Millions were exposed to radiation, hundreds of 
thousands forced to fl ee, and wide swathes of land 
contaminated after the accidental explosion and 

resulting meltdown inside reactor four at 
the Soviet-built Chernobyl plant in the early 

hours of April 26, 1986

REUTERS

Bamako, April 26: Mali’s 
Defence Minister Sadio Ca-
mara was killed in an attack 
by an al Qaeda affi liate on his 
residence near the main army 
base outside Bamako Saturday, 
France’s RFI radio and two rel-
atives said Sunday.

The operation in Kati, 15 km 
north of Bamako, was part of 
a wider assault by the affi li-
ate, Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam 
wal-Muslimin (JNIM), which 
cooperated with a Tuareg-dom-
inated rebel group in what an-
alysts and diplomats described 
as one of the largest coordinat-
ed attacks in the country in 
recent years.

A relative of Camara’s told 
Reuters he had been killed, 
while a Malian journalist 
known to be a brother-in-law 
of the defence minister posted 
about his death on Facebook.

A spokesperson for Mali’s 
defence ministry and a govern-
ment spokesperson did not re-

spond to requests for comment 
on Sunday. A statement by the 
armed forces said operations 
were continuing in various 
parts of the country to repel 
the insurgents.
MAJOR SHOCK FOR MALI'S 
MILITARY LEADERS

The United Nations called 
for an international response 
to violence and terrorism in 
West Africa’s Sahel region 
following Saturday’s assault, 
for which authorities have not 
provided a death toll.

“The Secretary-General is 
deeply concerned by reports 
of attacks in several locations 
across Mali. He strongly con-
demns these acts of violence,” 
a UN spokesperson posted on X.

If confi rmed, Camara’s death 
would represent a major shock 
for Mali’s military leaders, 
said Djenabou Cisse, associ-
ate fellow at the Foundation 
for Strategic Research (FRS), 
which specializes in West Afri-
can security. The current gov-
ernment, led by Assimi Goita, 
took power after coups in 2020 
and 2021 and has pursued closer 
ties with Russia while spurning 
Western military cooperation 
- a strategy Camara promoted.

“As a key fi gure within the 
junta and a central architect 
of the Mali–Russia rapproche-
ment, his removal would under-
score JNIM’s capacity to strike 
at the core of state power,” 
Cisse said.

Mali’s defence minister 
killed in major assault

French media, relatives say 
Sadio Camara is dead

Al Qaeda-linked JNIM and 
Tuareg-dominated group 
staged attacks

Russian mercenaries wounded 
in battle, Russian TV reports

REUTERS

Jerusalem, April 26: Two of 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu’s most formida-
ble political rivals said Sunday 
they were joining forces in a bid 
to oust his coalition govern-
ment in the upcoming election 
expected later this year.

The former prime ministers 
- right-wing Naftali Bennett 
and centrist Yair Lapid - issued 
statements announcing the 
merger of their parties, Bennett 
2026 and There is a Future.

“This move is intended to 
unite the bloc, put an end to in-
ternal divisions, and focus all ef-
forts on winning the critical up-
coming elections - and leading 
Israel forward into the future,” 
opposition leader Lapid said. 
Bennett’s offi ce said the new 
party will be called Together, 
and that he will be its leader.

Bennett and Lapid have joined 
forces before, putting an end to 
Netanyahu’s successive 12-year 
tenure in a 2021 election, only to 
form a coalition government that 
survived barely 18 months. Before 
that, they muscled their way into 
his 2013 coalition government in 
a move that left Netanyahu’s tra-
ditional ultra-Orthodox allies out.

Netanyahu, Israel’s lon-
gest-serving prime minister, 
made a comeback when he won 
the November 2022 election and 
formed the most right-wing gov-
ernment in Israel’s history.

But Hamas’ 2023 attack on 
southern Israel, which plunged 
the Middle East into turmoil 
and saw Israel fi ghting on mul-
tiple fronts, left Netanyahu’s se-
curity credentials in tatters and 
polls since then have successive-
ly predicted that he will lose the 
next election, due by the end of 
October.

Netanyahu’s biggest 
rivals join forces for 
Israel’s next election

REUTERS

Bogota, April 26: At least 
13 people were killed and 17 
wounded in an explosives 
attack in western Colombia 
Saturday, a police source told 
Reuters, in violence authorities 
have blamed on dissidents of 
the FARC guerrilla group.

The attack took place on the 
Pan-American Highway in the 
El Tunel area of Cajibio munic-
ipality, about 35 km (22 miles) 
from Popayan, the capital of 
Cauca province, according to 
authorities.

Cauca Governor Octavio 
Guzman said on X the attack 
was one of several criminal ac-
tions reported in the province 
Saturday.

Dashcam footage shows de-
bris fl ying through the air at 
the moment of the explosion 
that killed over a dozen people, 
in Cajibio

“Cauca cannot continue to 
face this barbarity alone. We 
are facing a terrorist escala-
tion that demands immediate 
responses. We demand forceful, 
sustained and effective action 
from the national government 
in the face of the grave public 
order crisis we are experienc-
ing,” he added.

Presidential candidate Palo-
ma Valencia, a member of the 
opposition right-wing Dem-
ocratic Center party who is 
from Cauca, called the attack 
“terrorism” carried out by the 
dissident FARC faction, which 
rejected a 2016 peace deal.

Colombia explosives 
attack kills 13, injures 17
The attack took place on the Pan-American Highway in 

the El Tunel area of Cajibio municipality, about 35 km (22 
miles) from Popayan, the capital of Cauca province

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dhaka, April 26: A Hindu 
temple caretaker was found 
hanging from a tree three days 
after he went missing from his 
home in southeastern Bangla-
desh, a minority group said 
and demanded stern action 
against the perpetrators.

Nayan Sadhu, the 40-year-old 
resident of Dohazari area un-
der Sthania Upazila of Chhat-
togram district, was serving as 
a caretaker-cum-priest at a Shi-
vakali temple in Khurushkul 
union in Cox’s Bazar Sadar Up-
azila, Bangladesh Hindu Bud-
dhist Christian Unity Council 
(BHBCUC) said late Saturday.

Two unidentifi ed men took 
Nayan with them late on the 
evening of April 19, and three 
days later, his body was found 
hanging from a tree in a hilly 
area on the outskirts of the 
village, according to the po-
lice and residents in the Cox’s 
Bazar neighbourhood.

“We recovered the body 
when it had started getting de-
composed,” the Kaler Kantha 
newspaper said, quoting an 
unnamed police offi cial.

The police are yet not sure 
if it was a case of murder or 
suicide, he said. In a statement, 
the council demanded stern pu-
nitive action against the perpe-
trators of his murder.

“The Unity Council strong-
ly condemns the incident and 
demands immediate arrest and 
exemplary punishment against 
the perpetrators,” the forum 
said in the statement.

“We just cannot under-
stand what could be the mo-
tive of killing an ordinary 
caretaker of a relatively 
small temple in a remote ar-
ea,” BHBCUC senior member 

Kajal Debnath told PTI.
Bangladesh Puja Celebration 

Council's Cox’s Bazar unit gen-
eral secretary Jony Dhar said 
the body was recovered three 
days after Nayan went miss-
ing, indicating that he was 
murdered.

Police said the body has 
been sent for an autopsy to 
determine the exact cause of 
the death.

An investigation was 
launched following the missing 
person’s report fi led by the de-
ceased’s wife April 19.

Meanwhile, police Sunday 
detained four people in east-

ern Cumilla in connection 
with the mysterious death of a 
young Hindu Customs offi cial, 
whose family suspected it was 
a murder.

The body of 35-year-old Bul-
let Bairagi was found on Sat-
urday by the side of the Dha-
ka-Chattagram road.

“We have arrested four sus-
pects after raiding different ar-
eas in Cumilla since Saturday 
night,” specialised Rapid Ac-
tion Battalion’s (RAB) compa-
ny commander Major Sadman 
Ibne Alam told reporters.

Officer in charge of Cu-
milla Sadar Model Police 
Station Sirajul Mostafa said, 
“We are putting in our best 
efforts to unearth the mys-
tery of the death by engaging 
several teams.”

Hindu man's body found hanging from tree in B’desh
“There have been 
133 incidents of 
communal violence 
between January 1 
and March 31 this 
year in Bangladesh”
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business
WGC PROPOSES PHYSICALLY-BACKED 
COMMON INFRA TO SCALE DIGITAL GOLD
The World Gold Council (WGC) has proposed an 
initiative to build a physically-backed shared in-
frastructure to advance the growth of digital gold. 
WGC through a white paper has proposed the con-
cept of 'Gold as a Service', a platform owned and 
operated by the World Gold Council and built as 
shared infrastructure that any market participant 
can access to build digital gold products without 
needing to develop their own end-to-end systems

I hope that the spectrum prices 
go down because 5G has seen 
a lot of capital infusion with-
out ROI. Till the time we start 
getting ROI, investing in a very 
expensive spectrum will have 
to be judged as a cost-effective 
business purpose
SP KOCHHAR  | DIRECTOR GENERAL, COAI 

Mcap of 7 of top-10 
fi rms erodes by `2L-cr
New Delhi: The combined 
market valuation of seven of 
the top-10 most-valued fi rms 
eroded by Rs 2 lakh crore last 
week, with Tata Consultancy 
Services and Reliance 
Industries emerging as the 
biggest laggards, in-tandem 
with a bearish trend in equities. 
Last week, the BSE benchmark 
Sensex tanked 1,829.33 points, 
or 2.33 per cent, and the NSE 
Nifty dropped 455.6 points, or 
1.87 per cent. The combined 
market valuation of seven of 
the top-10 most valued fi rms 
dropped by Rs 2,05,343.06 
crore. The market valuation 
of Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS) tumbled Rs 66,699.44 
crore to Rs 8,67,364.12 crore. 
Reliance Industries remained 
the most-valued domestic fi rm 
followed by HDFC Bank, Bharti 
Airtel, State Bank of India, 
ICICI Bank, TCS, Bajaj Finance, 
Larsen & Toubro, Hindustan 
Unilever, and LIC.

Axis Bank axes 3K
New Delhi: Axis Bank 
Saturday reported a marginal 
decline in its employee 
headcount at the end of 
the fi nancial year 2025–26, 
attributing the reduction 
to sustained investments 
in technology that have 
begun to yield productivity 
gains.  Speaking during a 
post-earnings conference 
call, managing director and 
chief executive Amitabh 
Chaudhry said the trend of 
headcount optimisation is a 
natural outcome of the bank’s 
long-term focus on digital 
transformation. The bank’s 
workforce declined to around 
1.01 lakh employees in FY26 
from 1.04 lakh in the previous 
fi scal year, marking a reduction 
of roughly 3,000 employees. 
Axis Bank clarifi ed that the 
decline was not targeted at 
any specifi c business segment 
but occurred broadly across 
functions, even as the bank 
continued expanding its 
physical presence.

CIL plans to slash 
243 MT coal imports
New Delhi: State-owned 
Coal India Ltd is planning a 
comprehensive 10-year roadmap 
to slash the current 243 MT coal 
import volume through ramped-
up domestic production, coal 
quality upgrades, and logistics 
cost parity. The proposed 
roadmap targeting coal import 
cuts includes a detailed forensic 
audit of imports, backed by 
sector-specifi c policies and 
phased shift strategies to boost 
local supply, a source said. It will 
also include the National Washery 
& Logistics Grid to streamline 
coal washing and transport, 
addressing key bottlenecks in 
the supply chain. 

SHORT TAKES

Looking 
ahead, 
markets are 

expected to remain 
highly news-driv-
en and volatile, 
with key focus on 
developments in US-Iran negoti-
ations, trends in crude oil prices, 
and broader global cues

PONMUDI R  | CEO, ENRICH MONEY

Recent 
employer and 
workforce 

studies show that 
92 per cent of 
Indian knowledge 
workers already 
use AI at work, and 80 per cent of 
leaders in India say they would 
prefer a less experienced candi-
date with AI skills over a more 
experienced one without them

SHANTANU ROOJ  | 
FOUNDER AND CEO, TEAMLEASE EDTECH 

uoteu

India rep-
resents one of 
FlixBus' most 

strategic growth 
markets globally 
and is expected 
to become the 
company's largest market by 
passenger volume by 2030

MAX ZEUMER  | 
CHIEF COMMERCIAL OFFICER, FLIXBUS 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 26: India's 
top fi ve IT majors -- TCS, Infos-
ys, HCLTech, Wipro, and Tech 
Mahindra -- closed FY26 at a 
critical infl ection point, navi-
gating a structural reset driven 
by macroeconomic headwinds, 
West Asian geopolitical risks, 
and the dual-edged sword of Ar-
tifi cial Intelligence (AI).

Earnings analyses reveal 
a sector transitioning rapid-
ly away from traditional ef-
fort-based delivery. AI-driv-
en productivity is causing 
revenue deflation in legacy 
services. However, this near-
term compression is being 
offset by a multi-billion-dol-
lar surge in new AI-native en-
gagements, prompting a deci-
sive shift in client priorities 
from sheer scale to modular, 
outcome-driven contracts.

This paradigm shift is stark-
ly refl ected in mixed FY27 
outlooks and evolving talent 
metrics. While TCS and Info-
sys signalled that the worst 
macro headwinds are receding, 
peers like HCLTech and Wipro 
fl agged continued volatility and 
soft discretionary spending.

"AI may cause about 2-3 per 
cent annual defl ation in tra-
ditional IT services revenues 
for the next couple of years. 
Indian IT services could see an 
incremental AI-led TAM of USD 
300-400 billion by 2030," says a 
report by ICICI Direct.

The country's largest IT ser-
vices fi rm reported a 12.22 per 
cent jump in its March quarter 
net profi t to Rs 13,718 crore. Its 
revenue from operations for 
Q4 jumped 9.64 per cent to Rs 
70,698 crore. For the full fi scal 
year 2025-26, profi t after tax 
increased 1.35 per cent to Rs 

49,210 crore, while revenue 
grew 4.58 per cent to Rs 2.67 
lakh crore.

TCS noted that the company 
is entering the new fi scal year 
with positive momentum, as-
serting that the bulk of recent 
headwinds are mostly behind 
them. Its annualised AI ser-
vices revenue crossed $2.3 bil-
lion, which is over 6 per cent of 
its overall revenue. 

TCS CEO K Krithivasan said 
TCS is entering the new fi scal 
year with positive momentum 
on the back of new deal sign-
ings and asserted that a bulk 
of the headwinds it had expe-
rienced in the recent past are 
mostly behind.

Krithivasan said the impact 

of the West Asia crisis will be 
limited to the challenges faced 
by clients in the travel and 
transportation segment and 
those based in the Gulf region.

Infosys reported a 20.8 per 
cent rise in consolidated net 
profi t to Rs 8,501 crore in the 
January-March quarter, while 
revenue from operations in-
creased 13.4 per cent to Rs 
46,402 crore. 

For the full FY26, net profi t 
climbed 10.20 per cent to Rs 
29,440 crore, and revenue rose 
9.6 per cent to Rs 178,650 crore.

The management acknowl-
edged that AI is beginning to 
cannibalise traditional IT ser-
vices but noted that this defl a-
tion is being offset by a surge in 
new AI-driven services.

HCLTech reported a 4.2 per 
cent year-on-year rise in con-
solidated net profi t to Rs 4,488 
crore in Q4 FY26, with revenue 
rising 12.34 per cent to Rs 33,981 
crore. For the full fi scal year, 
the company recorded a net 
profi t of Rs 16,642 crore (a 4.30 

per cent decline) and a revenue 
of Rs 130,144 crore (an 11.18 per 
cent climb).

The management flagged 
a highly volatile demand 
environment shadowed by 
tariffs and softened discre-
tionary spending, giving 
FY27 growth guidance of 1-4 
per cent in constant curren-
cy. The company noted that 
AI is causing a deflation of 
2-3 per cent per year in tra-
ditional segments, though 
its Advanced AI revenue 
reached $155 million in Q4.

Wipro reported a consolidat-
ed net profi t of Rs 3,501.8 crore 
for the March quarter, down 
1.89 per cent year-on-year, 
while revenue rose 7.6 per cent 
to Rs 24,236.3 crore. For the full 
FY26, net profi t saw a margin-
al 0.47 per cent increase to Rs 
13,197.4 crore, with revenue 
standing at Rs 92,624 crore.

The fi rm described the cur-
rent macroeconomic environ-
ment as the "new normal", 
marked by geopolitical and pol-
icy disruptions. The company's 
board also approved a mega Rs 
15,000 crore share repurchase 
programme.

Tech Mahindra reported a 16 
per cent growth in consolidat-
ed net profi t to Rs 1,353.8 crore 
for Q4 FY26, with revenue ris-
ing 12.6 per cent to Rs 15,076.1 
crore. For the full fi scal year, 
profi t climbed 13.15 per cent to 
Rs 4,810.9 crore, and revenue 
increased 7.2 per cent to Rs 
56,815.4 crore.

The company's top offi cials 
dismissed concerns that the 
rapid integration of AI is 
leading to revenue deflation, 
stating they see AI as a huge 
opportunity from a medium- 
to long-term perspective to 
drive client modernisation.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 26: More 
than four months after an-
nouncing the conclusion of 
negotiations December 22 last 
year, India and New Zealand 
are set to sign their free trade 
agreement April 27, aimed at 
doubling bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries.

The pact will be signed in the 
presence of Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal 
and Todd McClay, New Zealand's 
Minister for Trade and Investment, 
here at Bharat Mandapam, accord-
ing to the commerce ministry.

The deal will also give India 
more temporary employment 
visas, easier access for pharma-
ceuticals and medical devices.

While the agreement will 
eliminate or reduce tariffs on 
95 per cent of New Zealand's 
exports of items ranging from 
wool, coal, wood, wine, to avo-
cados and blueberries to India, 
New Delhi made no concessions 
on allowing imports of dairy, 
onions, sugar, spices, edible oils 
and rubber to protect farmers 
and domestic industry.

New Zealand, which com-

mitted to investing $20 billion 
in India over the next 15 years 
in manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture, services, innovation and 
job creation, will also get quo-
ta-based tariff cuts for kiwifruit 
and apple exports.

The deal is aimed at doubling 
bilateral trade to $5 billion in 
fi ve years. The pact will help 
Indian exporters, reeling under 
the impact of global uncertain-
ties, including the West Asia 
crisis, diversify shipments in 
the Oceania region. India has 
already implemented a trade 
pact with Australia.

Under the pact, New Zea-
land will get duty-free access 
to goods such as sheep meat, 
wool, coal and over 95 per cent 
of forestry and wood articles. 

Besides it will also get duty 
concessions on a number of items 
such as kiwifruit, wine, some sea-
food, cherries, avocados, persim-
mons, bulk infant formula, Ma-
nuka honey, and milk albumins.

To protect the interests of do-
mestic farmers and MSMEs, In-
dia will not give any duty conces-
sions in the politically sensitive 
dairy sector, like milk, cream, 
whey, yoghurt, and cheese.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 

New Delhi, April 26: India's 
peak power demand hit an all-
time high of 256.11 GW Satur-
day due to an intensifying heat 
wave, which increased the use 
of cooling devices such as air 
conditioners and desert coolers, 
according to the latest power 
ministry data.

The peak power demand 
Saturday eclipsed the previous 
record of 252.07 GW, hit just a 
day earlier Friday, April 24, at 
15:48 hrs.

According to the power min-
istry data, peak power demand 
set a new high of 256.11 GW at 
15:38 hrs Saturday, and it was 
fully met.  Experts stated that 
peak power demand is inching 
towards the power ministry's 
estimate of 270 GW for this sum-
mer season, as mercury levels 
have begun to rise.

Temperatures in several re-
gions have been signifi cantly 
above normal - by 5 degrees 
Celsius or more - indicating a 
developing heat stress scenar-
io across parts of the country, 
according to the India Meteoro-
logical Department.

On Saturday, Delhi recorded 
its highest maximum tempera-
ture of the year so far at 42.8 
degrees Celsius, marking the 

highest maximum since 2022, 
when it reached 43.5 degrees 
Celsius on April 28. 

Saturday had been the third 
consecutive day of a heatwave, 
according to the IMD.

The country's peak power 
demand has risen with tem-
peratures in April. The highest 
electricity supply April 22 was 
239.70 GW which rose to 240.12 
GW April 23, 2026. In the fi rst 
fortnight of this month, the 
peak power demand met, or the 
highest supply of electricity in 
a day, remained lower than the 

235.32 GW recorded in April 
2025. Experts are of the view 
that demand and consumption 
of electricity may further rise 
due to more intense heat waves, 
with more frequent use of air 
conditioners, air coolers, and 
other appliances by domestic 
and commercial consumers to 
beat rising mercury levels in the 
country. The IMD has projected 
harsh summers this year.

Last summer, the peak power 
demand was 242.77 GW, record-
ed in June, 2025, but stayed be-
low the government's estimate 
of 277 GW. In May 2024, the 
peak power demand was 250 
GW, a record at the time and 
exceeding the previous all-
time peak of 243.27 GW set in 
September 2023.

REUTERS

New York, April 26: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump bought at 
least $51 million in bonds in 
March, according to fi nancial 
disclosures released Saturday, 
with the purchases spanning 
several sectors.

Trump carried out 175 fi nan-
cial transactions last month, 
according to forms released 
by the US Offi ce of Govern-
ment Ethics. The forms don't 
include exact values for each 
sale or purchase, only a range 
of values for each.

Most of the assets disclosed 
were municipal bonds issued 
by states, counties, school dis-
tricts and other entities with 
ties to government agencies or 
public-private partnerships.

His 26 largest transactions, 
in the $1 million to $5 million 
range, were mainly munici-
pal bonds or US Treasuries, 
although two of the deals list-

ed were purchases of corporate 
offerings from Weyerhaeuser 
and General Motors. He also 
invested in an exchange-trad-
ed fund tracking a high-yield 
bond index.

The president bought cor-
porate bonds across energy, 
technology, healthcare and fi -
nancial services, with issuers 
including Constellation En-
ergy, Occidental Petroleum, 
Broadcom, Nvidia, Meta 

Platforms, Microsoft and Wall 
Street banks Citigroup, Gold-
man Sachs, and JPMorgan 
Chase, along with Boeing.

The combined maximum val-
ue of Trump's bond purchases 
across all asset classes is about 
$161 million.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

New Delhi, April 26: As 
scorching temperatures grip 
large parts of India, a nation-
al body representing gig and 
platform workers has urged 
the government to introduce 
enforceable heatwave protec-
tions. 

The Indian Federation of 
App-Based Transport Workers 
has written to the Ministry of 
Labour and Employment, seek-
ing the introduction of binding 
safeguards under the Code on 
Social Security, 2020.

The legislation governs 
social security entitlements 
for gig and platform workers 
across the country.

In its letter, the federation 

proposed a series of mea-
sures aimed at protecting 
workers from the harsh im-
pact of heatwaves.

These include paid cooling 
breaks during orange and red 
heat alerts issued by the India 
Meteorological Department, 

along with safeguards against 
penalties, ID blocks, or reduced 
incentives if workers pause du-
ties due to extreme heat.

The federation has also called 
for mandatory access to drink-
ing water, oral rehydration 
salts, and cooling shelters for 
workers operating in high tem-
peratures.

Additionally, it recommend-
ed the introduction of in-app 
emergency distress systems 
and public compliance dash-
boards to ensure accountability 
among aggregators.

Highlighting the urgency 
of the issue, IFAT noted that 
delivery personnel, ride-hail-
ing drivers, and home-service 
workers continue to operate 
under severe heatwave con-

ditions without adequate 
protections, exposing them 
to serious health risks.

To strengthen its case, the 
federation pointed to interna-
tional examples, noting that 
countries such as South Korea, 
Singapore, France, Japan, the 
United Arab Emirates, and the 
US state of California have al-
ready implemented similar pro-
tections for platform workers.

“Heat protection is not a 
privilege. It is a labour right, 
a public health necessity, and 
a matter of dignity,” the feder-
ation said.

"Heat protection is not a 
privilege. It is a labour right, 
a public health necessity, and 
a matter of dignity," IFAT said 
in its letter.

Gig workers’ body seeks heatwave protections

Indian IT faces AI reset
Top-5 fi rms post mixed FY26 amid macro headwinds

Our #1 priority in FY27 is 
to ensure the company is 
positioned right to take 

advantage of AI opportuni-
ties for multi-decade value 
creation
C VIJAYAKUMAR | CEO, HCLTECH

India, NZ to ink free 
trade pact today
The countries aim to double bilateral trade to $5bn in fi ve years

The pact will give India 
companies duty-free access to 

the island nation's markets, and 
bring in $20bn of investment over 
the next 15 years

India has so 
far fi nalised 

FTAs with 
three members 
of the Five 
Eyes alliance 
-- Australia, the 
UK, and New 
Zealand

Trump bought at 
least $51 million 
in bonds in March

M A R K E T  O U T L O O K  Power demand hits fresh peak
Extreme heat triggers unprecedented power usage as peak power demand crosses 256 GW

HISTORIC SURGE 

April 25 - 256.11 GW
April 24 - 252.07 GW

West Asia situation, crude prices key 
drivers for mkt movement this week
NEW DELHI: The geopolitical situation in West Asia, 
particularly developments around the Strait of Hormuz, 
Q4 earnings from corporates and crude oil prices are the 
major factors to drive sentiments in the stock market 
in a holiday-shortened week ahead, analysts said. Stock markets would 
remain closed Friday for Maharashtra Day. The standoff in the Strait of 
Hormuz has kept crude oil prices higher, reinforcing infl ation concerns. The 
US Fed interest rate decision would also be keenly tracked by investors. 
Hariprasad K, Research Analyst and Founder, Livelong Wealth, said, "The 
continued escalation in West Asia, particularly around the Strait of Hormuz, 
and the breakdown of US-Iran negotiations have introduced a signifi cant 
event risk premium into global markets. This uncertainty is directly feeding 
into crude oil prices, with Brent hovering near $107 per barrel.” Last week, 
the BSE benchmark Sensex tanked 1,829.33 points or 2.33 per cent, and the 
NSE Nifty dropped 455.6 points, or 1.87 per cent. 

Gold, silver may face selling pressure 
as Fed meeting, US-Iran talks loom
NEW DELHI: Gold and silver may face some selling 
pressure this holiday-shortened week as traders track 
peace talks between the US and Iran, crude oil rates 
and the Federal Reserve's policy decision, analysts said. 
"Focus in the coming week will remain on the progress 
in peace talks between the US and Iran, and their 
potential impact on oil, gold, and broader financial 
markets," Pranav Mer, Vice President, EBG - Commodity & Currency 
Research, JM Financial Services Ltd, said. On the macroeconomic 
front, traders will monitor monetary policy decisions from the US 
Federal Reserve, Bank of Japan, Bank of England and European Central 
Bank. On the Multi Commodity Exchange, gold futures dropped Rs 
1,910, or 1.23 per cent, to close the week at Rs 1.54 lakh per 10 grams, 
while silver plunged Rs 12,506, or 4.9 per cent, to settle at Rs 2.44 lakh 
per kilogram. According to analysts, gold's downside in the domestic 
market was limited by a weaker rupee, which declined around 1.4 per 
cent during the past week. In the international markets, Comex gold 
fell $138.7, or 2.8 per cent to close the week at $4,740.9 per ounce, and 
silver declined $5.4, or 6.6 per cent to $76.41 per ounce.
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Lucknow, April 26: After Luc-
know Super Giants walked with 
them toe-to-toe in regulation 
time, Kolkata Knight Riders 
found a familiar saviour in 
Sunil Narine to register a tight 
Super Over victory in their IPL 
match here Sunday.

Both Super Giants and 
Knight Riders ended up at 155 
when a total of 40 overs were 
bowled, but Narine made all the 
difference in the Super Over.

Conjuring his years' of expe-
rience, the spinner dismissed 
Nicholas Pooran and Aiden 
Markram to limit LSG to 1 for 
two, which was also the lowest 
score in a Super Over.

The Kolkatans did not fum-
ble and notched up the required 
two runs with Rinku Singh, 
who also had wonderful day 
on the fi eld taking four catch-
es, fi ttingly fetching the win-
ning runs.

It was Rinku's well-paced 83 
not out off 51 balls that worked 
as the catalyst for KKR total of 
155 for seven earlier.

Once the Super Giants re-
stricted KKR to that modest 
total, courtesy Mohsin Khan's 
fi ve-for, they had an excellent 

chance to register a rare home 
victory.

But the hosts slipped against 
a set of spot-on Kolkata bowlers 
on a slow black soil pitch.

The result pushed KKR to 
eighth on the table with fi ve 

points, while LSG plummeted 
to the bottom of the pile with 
four points.

The Super Giants have some 
big names in their roster - skip-
per Rishabh Pant, Markram, 
Mitchell Marsh and Pooran. But 
none of them could give direc-
tion and shape to LSG's chase.

Pant (42) and Markram (31) 
looked to be in good touch and 
they added 57 runs for the sec-
ond wicket after the early depar-
ture of Marsh. But Markram fell 
to Cameron Green's pace-off de-
livery, while Pant's attempt to re-
verse scoop Narine, resulted in 
a catch to stumper Tim Seifert.

It left LSG's fate in the hands 
of a clutch of young domestic 
players like Ayush Badoni, 
Himmat Singh and Mukul 
Choudhary to see off the chase.

They whittled down the 
equation 17 off the last over 
with luck and pluck. Two suc-
cessive no-balls by Kartik Tyagi 
reduced the equation to 12 off 5 
balls. But the pacer was allowed 
to continue to bowl even after 
two waist-high no balls because 
the second illegal delivery was 
deemed non-dangerous by the 
offi cials.

He jettisoned Himmat Singh, 
leaving LSG to make 8 off 3 
balls, but Mohammed Shami's 
last-ball six pushed the match 
into the seasons' fi rst Super 

Over.
Earlier, LSG pacer Mohsin 

added another sordid chapter 
to KKR's batting woes, taking 
fi ve wickets to restrict them to 
155 for seven.

Mohsin's 5 for 23 tore apart 
an already struggling KKR 
batting unit, as he snaffl ed the 
cream wickets of Ajinkya Ra-
hane, Seifert, Green, Rovman 
Powell and Anukul Roy.

Brief Scores:
Kolkata Knight Riders 155/7; 20 
overs (Rinku Singh 83 not out, 
Cameron Green 34; Mohsin Khan 
5/23). Lucknow Super Giants 155/8; 
20 overs (Rishabh Pant 42). KKR 
won via Super Over

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

Chennai, April 26: A domi-
nant top-order performance 
led by Sai Sudharsan, Shubman 
Gill, and Jos Buttler helped Gu-
jarat Titans chase down a 159-
run target against hosts Chen-
nai Super Kings with remark-
able ease, sealing an eight-wick-
et win with 20 balls to spare at 
the MA Chidambaram Stadium 
in Chennai Sunday. 

Chasing 159, Gujarat got off to 
a brisk start despite some ear-
ly discipline from the Chennai 
bowlers. Gill looked in fl uent 
touch from the outset, striking 
three sixes in his 33 off 23 balls, 
while Sudharsan complement-
ed him well as the duo stitched 
together a quickfi re opening 
stand. The Titans raced to 55/0 
in the Power-play, but soon af-
ter, Gill was stumped off Noor 
Ahmad, courtesy sharp glove-
work from Sanju Samson.

However, any hopes of a 
Chennai comeback were quick-
ly extinguished as Sudharsan 
and Buttler took control. The 
left-hander continued his rich 
vein of form, bringing up a 
33-ball fi fty and targeting both 
spin and pace with authority. 
Buttler, after a watchful start, 
grew in confi dence and found 
boundaries at crucial intervals, 
ensuring the required rate nev-
er became a concern.

The pair added a decisive 
partnership, with Sudharsan 
particularly severe on Akeal 

Hosein, smashing multiple six-
es to tilt the contest fi rmly in 
Gujarat’s favour. Some missed 
chances by the fi elders only 
added to Chennai’s woes as the 
Titans batters capitalised fully.

Sudharsan eventually fell for 
a superb 87 off 46 balls, laced 
with four boundaries and sev-
en sixes, after a brilliant catch 
in the deep by Dewald Brevis. 
By then, however, the result 
was a mere formality. Buttler 
remained composed till the end 
and fi ttingly fi nished the chase 
in style, hammering a straight 
six to seal the win.

Earlier, CSK had posted 159, 

recovering well after a disas-
trous start. The pitch offered 
variable bounce, making stroke-
play diffi cult in the fi rst half of 
the innings. Their top order 
struggled to get going against 
disciplined bowling, but a cru-
cial middle-overs revival helped 
them reach a fi ghting total.

Shivam Dube played a key 
role in that recovery, stitch-
ing an important partnership 
with Ruturaj Gaikwad. The 
duo focused on batting deep 
after early setbacks, rotating 
strike effectively before accel-
erating towards the end. Dube’s 
approach against pace, in par-

ticular, helped Chennai regain 
momentum on a surface where 
timing the ball wasn’t easy.

With this comprehensive vic-
tory, GT returned to winning 
ways after back-to-back losses, 
while CSK were left to refl ect on 
missed opportunities.

Brief scores: 
Chennai Super Kings 158/7 in 
20 overs (Ruturaj Gaikwad 74*, 
Shivam Dube 22; Kagiso Rabada 
3-25, Arshad Khan 2-43) lost to 
Gujarat Titans 162/2 in 16.4 overs 
(Sai Sudharsan 87, Jos Buttler 39*; 
Noor Ahmad 1-29, Akeal Hosein 
1-46) by 8 wickets

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

London, April 26: Sabastian 
Sawe of Kenya has become the 
fi rst person to break the fabled 
2-hour barrier in an offi cial 
marathon.

In a huge, once-inconceivable 
moment in sports history, Sawe 
smashed the men's world record 
by 65 seconds in winning the 
London Marathon in 1 hour, 59 
minutes and 30 seconds Sunday.

Remarkably, the sec-
ond-place fi nisher, Yomif Ke-
jelcha of Ethiopia, also dipped 
under 2 hours by crossing the 
line in 1:59:41 in his fi rst-ever 
marathon, while Jacob Kiplimo 
of Uganda broke the previous 
world-record time - set by Ken-
ya's Kelvin Kiptum in Chicago 
in 2023 - by seven seconds, fi n-
ishing in 2:00:28.

The 29-year-old Sawe, who re-
tained his title in London, said it 
was a "day to remember for me" 
and thanked the huge crowds 
who lined the streets of the Brit-

ish capital to cheer him on.
In an exhilarating sight, Sawe 

ran quicker as the race went on, 
covering the second half of the 
marathon in 59 minutes and 1 
second. He pulled 
clear with Kejel-
cha after 30 ki-
lometers and 
then made his 
solo break in 
the fi nal two 
kilometers, 
sprinting along 
the fi nish on The 

Mall to loud cheers. 
Assefa defends crown

The women’s race turned 
into a three-way sprint down 
the Mall, with the Ethiopian 
Tigst Assefa defending her ti-

tle after kicking 

from home in sight of Buck-
ingham Palace. 

Her time of 2:15:41 was 
a women’s only-word world 

record, which applies to races 
with only women’s pace mak-
ers but is nearly fi ve minutes 
slower than the offi cial wom-
en’s world record.

In second place, 12 seconds 
back, was Kenya’s Hellen Obiri, 
while her compatriot Joyciline 
Jepkosgei fi nished third.

The 31-year-old, 
who has never lost a 
marathon, shattered 
the world record 
previously held 
by the late Kelvin 
Kiptum who set a 
time of 2:00:35 at the 

Chicago Marathon 
in Oct 2023
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SHORT TAKES

TODAY'S MATCH
    

DC RCBvs

TIME: 7:30 PM
Star Sports channels & JioHotstar

TEAMS P W L NRR PTS

IPL STANDINGS

PBKS 7 6 0 1.333 13

RCB 7 5 2 1.101 10

SRH 8 5 3 0.815 10

RR 8 5 3 0.602 10

GT 8 4 4 -0.475 8

CSK 8 3 5 -0.121 6

DC 7 3 4 -0.184 6

KKR 8 2 5 -0.751      5

MI 7 2 5 -0.736 4

LSG 8 2 6 -1.106 4
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London, April 26: Chelsea's 
season might be unraveling 
but it will still include an 
appearance in the FA Cup 
final.

Enzo Fernandez's 23rd-min-
ute header secured Chelsea a 
1-0 win over Leeds in 
the semifi nals Sunday, 
setting up a meeting 
with Manchester City 
in the May 16 title match back 
at Wembley Stadium.

Chelsea's run in the FA Cup 
is salvaging a campaign that 
has veered off the rails after 
a humiliating exit from the 
Champions League - 8-2 on 
aggregate to Paris Saint-Ger-
main in the last 16 - and five 
straight losses in the Premier 
League that marks the team's 
worst run of league results in 
114 years and led to the mid-
week dismissal of manager 
Liam Rosenior.

Calum McFarlane, Rose-
nior's unheralded and inexpe-
rienced assistant, has taken 
control of Chelsea until the 
end of the season and he will 
now be leading the team back 
out at Wembley next month, 
in search of what would be the 
club's ninth FA Cup title and a 
fi rst since 2018.

Fernandez makes amends after 
controversy

Fernandez met a right-wing 
cross from Pedro Neto with a 
fi rm header low into the net 
for the only goal. The Argenti-
na midfi elder recently courted 
controversy by speaking pub-
licly about wanting to live in 

Madrid, earning him 
a two-match suspen-
sion by the team, but 
McFarlane was happy 

to give Fernandez the captain's 
armband against Leeds.

Leeds, seeking to reach a fi rst 
FA Cup fi nal since 1973, piled 
on the pressure in the second 
half and Sanchez notably pro-
duced a stunning, one-handed 
save to keep out a piledriver 
from Anton Stach.
Chelsea will try to 
stop City's treble bid

City rallied to beat second-ti-
er Southampton 2-1 Saturday to 
advance to the fi nal and stay on 
course for a domestic treble. Pep 
Guardiola's team already has won 
the English League Cup and is 
battling with Arsenal for the 
Premier League title. Chelsea was 
most recently in the FA Cup fi nal 
in 2022, when it lost to Liverpool 
on penalties. That marked a third 
straight loss in the competition's 
title match and Chelsea has lost 
its last six domestic cup fi nals.

Uber Cup: Shuttlers 
revive QF hopes 
Horsens : The young Indian 
women's team received a 
massive morale boost with a 
commanding 4-1 victory over 
European Championships bronze 
medallist Ukraine in their second 
Group A clash here, bouncing 
back strongly after a narrow 
2-3 loss to hosts Denmark in the 
opener. The youngsters hit the 
court with intent Saturday, with 
Unnati Hooda setting the tone 
early as India produced a spirited 
all-round performance to register 
its fi rst win of the campaign in 
emphatic fashion.

Barcelona closes in 
on La Liga title race
Barcelona: Barcelona closed in 
on a second consecutive La Liga 
title after a rare win at Getafe 
Saturday, while Atletico Madrid got 
a much-needed boost before facing 
Arsenal in the Champions League 
semifi nals. Fermin Lopez dedicated 
his 45th-minute opener to the 
injured Lamine Yamal, Barcelona's 
leading scorer and assist maker 
who will miss the rest of the season 
with a muscle injury but hopes 
to be fi t for the World Cup with 
Spain. Marcus Rashford went on 
as a substitute and sealed the 2-0 
victory in the 74th as Barcelona 
earned its fi rst win at Getafe in 
six seasons. Barcelona increased 
the gap over second-placed Real 
Madrid to a commanding 11 
points with just fi ve rounds to go, 
including a clasico between them 
at Camp Nou May 10.

Swiatek withdraws 
from Madrid Open
Madrid: Iga Swiatek withdrew 
from the Madrid Open due to an 
unspecifi ed illness while playing 
her round-of-32 match against 
American Ann Li Saturday. Li got 
the walkover win when the fourth-
ranked Swiatek withdrew with Li 
winning 7-6 (4), 2-6, 3-0. Swiatek, 
the 2024 Madrid champion, 
required a medical timeout while 
down 2-0 in the deciding set. She 
returned to the court but called it 
quits after Li held serve. 

Kothari enters last-16
Carlow: Veteran Martin Goodwill 
of England scored a shock win 
over reigning champion Sourav 
Kothari in the fi nal Group 'A' league 
match of the IBSF World Billiards 
Championship here Sunday. 
Goodwill, 63, registered a nail-biting 
276-275 victory to fi nish his league 
engagements with an all-win record. 
Despite the defeat, Kothari too made 
the knockout pre-quarterfi nals with 
two wins from three matches.

Chelsea set up summit 
clash with Man City
The Blues salvage season with FA Cup run after PSG 8-2 

exit, worst league run in 114 years

Kenya’s Sawe etches marathon milestone
Sabastian Sawe wins London Marathon in world-record time, fi rst to fi nish under two hours

What 
comes today 
is not for me 
alone, but for 
all of us today 

in London
SABASTIAN 

SAWE
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Sai's masterclass 
Gaikwad’s unbeaten 74 
in vain as Sudharsan’s 

clinical 87 steers Gujarat 
Titans to victory over 
Chennai Super Kings
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Cairo, April 26: Hemant Bur-
man won silver in the men's 50m 
rifl e 3 positions and the pair of 
Zuhair Khan and Addya Katyal 
won bronze in the trap mixed 
team event as India completed 
the ISSF Junior Shooting World 
Cup on top of the table with a 
total of 16 medals, including fi ve 
gold, six silver, and fi ve bronze.

In the fi rst fi nals of the day, 
Burman won silver after shoot-
ing 351.7 across the three posi-
tions in the 50m 3Positions event.

The 18-year-old had qualifi ed 
for the fi nal in seventh place with 
a score of 578-24x and was joined 
by Vedant Nitin Waghmare and 
Rohit Kanyan in the fi nals, who 
shot 581 and 580 respectively. 
Rohit fi nished in sixth place in 
the fi nal with a score of 311.9, and 
Vedant fi nished in seventh with 
a score of 300.5. Oleg Noskov of 
Kazakhstan, with a new world 
junior record score of 355.6, 
won the gold medal and Niki-
ta Solokov of Uzbekistan won 
bronze with a score of 341.2.

The Indian junior athletes 
will now shift their focus to 
the ISSF Junior World Cham-
pionship, the blue ribbon event 
in the calendar, which will be 
held at Suhl, Germany in June.

Shooters fi nish on 
top of medal tally

ISSF JUNIOR WC

KKR tide over LSG in Super Over
Rinku, Narine star as KKR hand LSG their fi fth loss in a row

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Bhubaneswar, April 26: The 
second day of the Junior and 
Senior Artistic Gymnastics 
National Championship 2026–
27 witnessed high-intensity 
performances and remarkable 
achievements in the Senior 
Men’s Artistic Gymnastics 
(MAG) category, highlighting 
the growing depth of talent in 
Indian gymnastics.

Representing Odisha, Tapan 
Mohanty emerged as the All-
Around Champion in the Se-
nior MAG category with an out-
standing score of 73.433, deliver-
ing a consistent and technically 
strong performance across all 
apparatus. His victory marks 
a signifi cant achievement for 
the host state and underscores 
Odisha’s rising prominence in 
the sport.

He was followed by Yogesh-
war Singh of Haryana, who se-
cured the second position with 
a score of 72.667, and Shayan 
Sharma, who fi nished third 
with a score of 71.268, complet-
ing a highly competitive podi-
um lineup.

The day’s events were attend-
ed by esteemed dignitaries in-
cluding Sudhir Mital, President 
of the Gymnastics Federation of 

India, and Rajeev Mehta, Sec-
retary General of the Fencing 
Association of India, whose 
presence added signifi cance to 
the championship and encour-
aged participating athletes.

Adding to the success of the 
host contingent, Odisha quali-
fi ed for the Senior MAG Team 

Championship Final, further 
reinforcing its strong perfor-
mance at the national level.

The Day 2 of the champion-
ship successfully showcased 
elite-level competition, determi-
nation, and excellence, setting 
the stage for an exciting fi nale 
in the upcoming events.

Tapan clinches All-Around title
Odisha shines on Day 2 of Artistic Gymnastics Nationals

FA CUP

Alex wins Spanish MotoGP again
Jerez: Alex Marquez turned his 250th Grand Prix start into a late 
birthday gift by winning the Spanish Grand Prix for the second 
straight year Sunday while watching his brother and pole sitter 
Marc crash out in dramatic fashion. The Gresini Racing rider, 
who celebrated his 30th birthday Thursday, started fi fth on the 
grid but quickly moved up to overtake his elder sibling before 
stretching clear for victory. Marc's quest for a milestone 100th 
Grand Prix win across all classes came to an abrupt end on lap 
two when he lost control at turn 11, crashing out while chasing 
down his younger brother and stunning the home crowd. "Not 
many words to describe this moment, we struggled a lot at the beginning of the year," 
Alex said. Championship leader Marco Bezzecchi fi nished second for Aprilia after failing 
to reel in the fl ying Alex over 25 laps, while VR46 Racing's Fabio di Giannantonio com-
pleted the podium to move up to third in the championship standings. Marc's crash now 
leaves the reigning champion 44 points behind Bezzecchi in the championship hunt, as a 
fi rst Jerez victory since 2019 remains elusive.


