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Shri Narendra Modi Shri Mohan Charan Majhi
Prime Minister Chief Minister, Odisha

SANCTION ORDER HANDOVER CEREMONY
of PMGSY-IV Projects in Odisha

_ Chief Guest _
Shri Mohan Charan Majhi

Chief Minister

Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Union Minister, Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare,
Rural Development

Shri Rabi Narayan Naik Shri Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka

Minister, Rural Development, MP, Koraput
Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water, Odisha

and All MLAs of Rayagaca District
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No. of Length PI’Ojects' C
: Cost benefited
roads in km. z.InCr) | habitations

Districts

KANDHAMAL 349.62 | 339.87
KEONJHAR 45 | 10199 | 107.44 a7
KHORDHA 7 1502 | 1470 7
N KORAPUT 23 3249 | 3587 24
MALKANGIRI 168 | 28155 | 27527 | 170
NABARANGPUR | 138 | 32417 | 32019 | 153
RAYAGADA 274 | 55221 | 56210 | 314
SAMBALPUR 19 44.81 | 4260 19
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BILLIE TRUSTS
ZODIAC SIGNS

Billie Eilish admitted she once dismissed astrol-
ogy conversations, but her perspective changed
after dating a Gemini man. Noticing how closely
he matched typical zodiac traits, she began
believing in astrology. Since then, Eilish says
she can easily recognise a Gemini personality
instantly, without any doubt whatsoever

OLIVIA VALUES LOVE
BEYOND ROMANCE

meaningful relationships in life
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FOR ASTROLOGY DIAL 55181*
Hl ARIES
All eyes may be on you ¥
today — for your looks, -
skills, or even your funky
bag! Make hay while the sun shines, and
charge your batteries with all that atten-
tion. You can get some decent work done
with that energy, says Ganesha.

[l TAURUS &=

You may have a tendency ij

to feel frustrated when the
results are not the way you expected,
feels Ganesha. You must still work hard
and finish whatever you undertake today.
You will discuss some vital issues with a
close friend and relive cherished secrets
with your life partner.

You will lend your innovative

and imaginative spark to

quite a few, says Ganesha. Love will bring
you immense satisfaction. And you will
or beloved. You, however, are likely to be
dragged into a conflict and will be forced

Il GEMINI (‘
your initiatives, which will be

develop a special bond with your spouse
to pick a side.

H CANCER Q
Today, every word coming

out of your sweetheart's

lips will be music to your ears. Your
relationship with your relatives will be
harmonious. You may steer clear of your
troubles, if you learn to restrain. The best

way to deal with criticism is to take them
constructively.

M LEO

The oath of friendship that

_you once took as a bunch of
raggedy misfits still holds
true, and your best buddies are the ones
who will stand by your side through hell
and high water. Ganesha sees in you the
desire to cherish such friends and prove
your appreciation by treating them with
graceful munificence.

H VIRGO
The Scales will balance i
business and entertainment e |
equally well. The day will be
like an endless party, says Ganesha. The
emptying of pockets will be proportional
to the amount of time you spend doing

- nothing. But spend prudently, advises
Ganesha, and let it not worry you.

H LIBRA r’
Connect and Express — “ “
these are the two things you
must aim for at work today. You tend to
do both things supremely well, be it ina
business dialogue on phone, in writing,
or in meetings. Getting across to people is
not an issue today. But all this work aside,
the lingering feeling of wanting to chill out
with your sweetheart may become more
substantial towards the evening.

[l SCORPIO

Try adding an entirely new

dimension to the way you

approach relationships today,

advises Ganesha. Being tractable will
help iron out the creases in relationships
with closed ones. But be wary of com-
plete subjugation, warns Ganesha.

[l SAGITTARIUS [
-

Confidence-building mea-
sures will need to be taken
up. Be the herald, and usher
in new vigour and confidence in people
around you. Your business is set to
sky-rocket and a fair share of profits are
in the offing, says Ganesha.

Il CAPRICORN f‘i\x
will flash through your mind, .
creating a wave of nostalgia

with old pals. On the other hand, there
may be a feeling that your loved ones
give, says Ganesha. But enjoying some
light moments with your beloved in
charge you up for the next day.

Today will be about pleasure

and pain! Plumbing, cleaning,

you can expect anything to weigh you
down. Later, you can relax in a hot
soothing aromatic massage. Ganesha
says you'll be grateful for the pleasures

Memories of the bygone days

and compelling you to get in touch
are demanding more than you can
the evening will unburden you and
H AQUARIUS

grocery shopping, cooking...

soak by candlelight, or unwind with a
only after the pain.

H PISCES f
You will likely make contact J
ships could also occur. It is a pleasant

A day filled with socialising
with near and dear ones you haven't met
and joyous day, so make the most of it.

Neha draws

scription service.

Rs 29 lakh.

Reports suggest th

of locked stories,
remains unclear.

line. Some users

Ajit Sharma,
monetise her so

ever, defended
her decision,
viewing it as
a legitimate
digital busi-
ness strategy
driven by
audience
demand.
Reac-
tions on
X ranged
from
strong dis-
approval to
practical
acceptance.
While some
called the
move dis-
appointing,
others point-
ed out the
financial
logic behind
it. Neha has
not yet re-
sponded pub-
licly to the
controversy.

AGENCIES

| PEANUTS

for monetising her
SocMed presence

Mumbai: Neha Sharma,
known for her debut op-
posite Emraan Hashmi
in Crook, has landed in a
social media controversy
after users discovered
her paid Instagram sub-

ging Rs 299 per month,
the actress reportedly
has nearly 10,000 sub-
scribers, generating esti-
mated revenue of around

Subscribers gain ac-
cess to exclusive content,
including photos,
hind-the-scenes glimps-
es and personal updates.

currently hosts hundreds

and reels, though the ex-
act nature of the content

The move has sparked
a divided reaction on-

cised the model, calling
it “OnlyFans Lite,
questioned why an es-
tablished actress,
daughter of politician

media presence this
way. Others, how-

flak on 3

Mumbai: Ranveer Singh step-
ping away from Don 3, directed
by Farhan Akhtar, has drawn
renewed attention. While ear-
lier reports cited general cre-
ative differences, fresh details
suggest a sharper clash over
the film’s tone and treatment
of the iconic character.
Reportedly, Ranveer pushed
for a darker, grittier narrative,
advocating for the inclusion
of strong language and a
more intense portrayal
of Don. He believed
4 = ; the character should
b/ e ' evolve to reflect cur-
rent cinematic trends
leaning toward vio-
lence and realism.
Farhan, however, was
not on board with this
shift. He is said to
have opposed the
use of harsh lan-
guage, preferring
to stay true to the
| essence estab-
% lished by Amit-

' abh Bachchan
i\ and Shah Rukh
¢ Khan in earlier
% versions. Deter-
mined to preserve
; that tone, the film-

PC’s faith
essential

Mumbai: Priyanka Chopra Jonas, also known as
PeeCee among her fans, recently gave a glimpse
into her everyday essentials, highlighting the
spiritual items she carries for protection and
comfort. Among them is a small booklet of the
Hanuman Chalisa and a traditional ‘nazar
battu’ black thread, both of which she be-
lieves shield her from negative energy.

Speaking about the black thread,
Priyanka explained that in India it is
worn to ward off the evil eye, adding that
she prefers layering such protective
elements. Holding up the Hanuman
Chalisa, she shared that while she
may not recite it daily, she turns
to it often and feels it protects her,
especially during her travels.

Alongside these spiritual keep-
sakes, Priyanka carries everyday
essentials like perfume, hairspray
and sunglasses. Her wallet also holds
sentimental value, including a cher-
ished photo with her husband, Nick
Jonas. She added a relatable detail,
revealing she never travels with-
out a stain remover pen after once
spilling on her couture outfit.

She also mentioned carrying
an EpiPen due to recent aller-
gies and an inhaler for asth-
ma, while her
habit of label-
ing belongings
ensures nothing
gets misplaced
at home.
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Olivia Rodrigo says she is in the “most im-
portant phase” of love, prioritising friend-
ships and community. Recently linkedto 7=
Cameron Winter after her split from Louis
Partridge, she believes dating is second- )
ary, calling it “just the cherry on top” of

y

Reason behind Ranveer’s exit

s

Kritika calls out
showbiz hierarchy

Mumbai: Kritika Kamra, currently in the spotlight for
her web show Matka King, has opened up about the darker
realities of her journey in the entertainment industry. In a
candid conversation, she revealed having a brief encoun-
i ter with the casting couch early in her career, adding that
B¥ she escaped it largely due to luck rather than awareness,
\\\ as she was very young at the time.
Kritika also spoke about the persistent bias
against television actors in Bollywood, describ-
ing it as an unspoken hierarchy. Coming from
o a small town, she initially saw no distinction
between TV and films, but later realised how
deeply ingrained these perceptions are within

| The actress emphasised that one principle

has always guided her choices, portraying

strong, independent women on screen. Iden-

tifying as a feminist, she shared that she has

consciously rejected regressive roles, even

if it meant turning down big projects. From

avoiding stereotypical TV dramas to refusing

,  film roles with minimal substance, Kritika
\  hasremained firm in her approach.

On the work front, the actress is
currently seen in the web show Mat-
ka King, directed by Nagraj Manju-
le, starring Vijay Varma and Sai
Tamhankar. Meanwhile, on the
personal front, she got hitched
to Gaurav Kapur in an intimate
registered marriage ceremony

in Mumbai.

maker chose not to alter his
original vision.

Following the disagreement,
Ranveer exited the project in
2025. Reports also mentioned fi-
inancial implications, with Excel
Entertainment seeking compen-
sation for pre-production costs,
some of which the actor has re-
portedly agreed to return.

Meanwhile, Ranveer is
riding high on the
_ success of Dhur-
®, andhar: The Re-

venge, directed
by Aditya Dhar,
which continues
1 its strong box
office run.
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To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fill in the boxes in such a
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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awaits you, says Ganesha.
in a while. New associations and friend-
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Koh-i-Noor

NYC Mayor Zohran Mamdani
calls for the return of Koh-i-Noor
diamond from the UK, just hours
before meeting King Charles

PC’s essentials

Priyanka shares her daily
essentials, highlighting
spiritual items she carries
' for protection and comfort

$1=394.84

Rupee gains 4 paise to settle at
94.84 against US dollar, tracking a
correction in global crude prices

~ Parag penalised

RR captain Riyan Parag was fined
25% of his match fee for bringing
the game into “disrepute” after
being caught vaping on camera

www.orissapost.com

HOLIDAY NOTICE

The offices of Orissa POST
will remain closed May 1
(Friday) on account of
Labour Day. Therefore, there
will be no edition of the
paper May 2 (Saturday).

—EDITOR

IRREGULAR by MANJUL

ok NN OMANIUL

Defeating BJP in elections is
difficult, but defeating them in
opinion polls is impossible

1001/32/2627

LEISURE PAGE

PTI & PNN

New Delhi, April 30: The
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations
(CISCE) Thursday declared the
Class X and Class XII results for
2026, with overall pass percent-
ages of 99.18 per cent and 99.13
per cent, respectively.

A total of 2,58,721 candidates
appeared for the Indian Certif-
icate of Secondary Education
(ICSE), or Class X, examina-
tion. Altogether 1,03,316 stu-
dents took the Indian School
Certificate (ISC), or Class XII,
examination.

Girls outperformed boys in
both examinations. In ICSE,
girls recorded a pass percent-
age of 99.46 per cent compared
10 98.93 per cent for boys. In ISC,
girls achieved a 99.48 per cent
pass percentage, while those of
boys stood at 98.81 per cent.

INTERNATIONAL | P8

\i
PTI PHOTO

Elated students of Stewart School in Bhubaneswar pose for a photo op

after announcement of the board exam results, Thursday

In the ICSE exam, 2,56,590
candidates qualified, while 2,131
did not clear the exam. In the
ISC exam, 1,02,414 candidates
qualified, while 902 did not.

Category-wise, in ICSE, gen-
eral category students recorded
a pass percentage of 99.26 per
cent, followed by Other Back-

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

ward Classes (99.24 per cent),
Scheduled Tribes (98.07 per
cent) and Scheduled Castes
(98.76 per cent).

In ISC, general category
students registered a 99.17 per
cent pass rate, Other Backward
Classes 99.12 per cent, Sched-
uled Castes 98.77 per cent and
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CM calis for holistic
women empowerment

SPL SESSION
OF ASSEMBLY

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 30: Chief
Minister Mohan Charan Majhi
Thursday asserted that real em-
powerment of women cannot
be confined merely to financial
independence, but must extend
across social, economic, and po-
litical spheres to ensure their
rightful place in society.

Initiating a debate during the
special session of Assembly on the
participation of women in Indian
democracy, he said women’s em-
powerment has been discussed by
political parties for decades, but
the concept has often been inter-
preted in a narrow sense.

Majhi noted that many be-
lieve women become empow-
ered simply through self-help
groups (SHGs) and limited fi-
nancial assistance, but termed
this understanding inadequate.

Emphasising a holistic ap-

Over 99% pass ICSE, ISC exams

In Odisha, 98.17% clear
Class X, 99.24% Class XII

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha recorded
pass percentages of 98.17 per cent
and 99.24 per cent in Class X (ICSE)
and Class XII (ISC) examinations, re-
spectively, the results of which were
announced by CISCE Thursday. A to-
tal of 97 schools in Odisha presented
candidates for ICSE examination,
while 34 institutions participated

in the ISC examination. In Class X
exams, 8,948 students — 4,676 boys
and 4,272 girls - appeared. The

state recorded a pass percentage of
98.17 per cent. For Class XII exams,
1,583 students - 790 boys and 793
girls - appeared. The overall pass
percentage stood at 99.24 per cent.
Girls outperformed boys in both
examinations. P2

Scheduled Tribes 98.84 per cent.
The examinations were con-
ducted across 67 subjects in
ICSE and 45 subjects in ISC. The
results are available on the offi-
cial CISCE website (cisce.org).
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proach, Majhi said, “True empow-
erment lies in enabling women to
make decisions for themselves,
their families, and society at large.
Therefore, empowerment in the
social, economic, and political
spheres is the true meaning of
women’s empowerment.”
Clarifying the broader pur-
pose of the session, the CM
said the discussion was not
restricted to ‘Nari Shakti Van-
dan’ alone, but was intended to
deliberate comprehensively on
women’s empowerment, partic-
ularly political empowerment.
He said although India has
made remarkable progress over
the 75 years since the Constitu-
tion was adopted, half of the

country’s population still feels
deprived of its rightful position.
The CM said women today are
capable of achieving the impos-
sible if provided equal opportu-
nities and a level playing field.
Yet, he added, patriarchal social
structures continue to create bar-
riers that deny women these op-
portunities. Targeting Congress
over women’s reservation in
Parliament and Legislative As-
semblies, he questioned why the
party, despite commanding an
overwhelming majority in Par-
liament in 1984, failed to pass
such an important legislation.
Majhi also criticised BJD, stat-
ing that while the party frequent-
ly claims credit for providing 50
per cent reservation to women
in PRIs, it adopts an anti-women
stance when reservation in Parlia-
ment and Legislative Assemblies
is discussed. He said PM Naren-
dra Modi has initiated steps to im-
plement the women’s reservation
law by the 2029 general elections,
while accusing the Opposition of
obstructing the move. P2

SHORT TAKES

BSE Class X results to
be announced May 2

BHUBANESWAR: The results

of the Class X examination,
conducted by the Board of
Secondary Education (BSE), will be
announced May 2, official sources
said Thursday. As per an official
notification, the results will be
formally declared at 4:00 pm May
2. Students will be able to check
their results online (bseodisha.
ac.in and bseodisha.nic.in) from
6:00 pm onwards on the same day.
Heads of institutions will be able to
download the tabulation register
from the same websites after

7:00 pm, which will help students
appearing for the supplementary
examinations in 2026. The annual
Class X board examination was
conducted at over 3,000 centres
across Odisha between February
19 and March 2 this year. More
than 5.61 lakh students appeared
for the examination.

DEO, BEO among 3 held
for sexual harassment

BHUBANESWAR: The Bargarh
District Education Officer (DEO), a
Block Education Officer (BEO), and a
physical education teacher (PET) of a
government-run school in the district
were arrested on charges of sexually
harassing a woman employee of
S&ME department, police said
Thursday. “DEO Jyoti Kanta Sahu,
BEO Surendra Sahu, and Sameer
Panigrahi, a PET of a government
school in the district, were arrested
after a woman employee of

S&ME department levelled sexual
harassment allegations against
them,” ASP Siba Prasad Biswal
said. The accused were arrested
under multiple sections of BNS and
Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition
and Redressal) Act, 2023 based

on a complaint lodged by Bargarh
Deputy Collector Sumati Panda
Wednesday, he said. P5

MESSAGE OF HON'BLE GOVERNOR

ON THE OCCASION OF MAY DAY-2026 2ISRITR gfe @Y 2AAAAEA I FFF UARREANRG,
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| convey my greetings and good wishes to all sisters and
brothers of the Working Class of the State on the occasion of
"May Day".

| call upon everyone to work sincerely in their own spheres
and be the reason of pride and glory for the State and
contribute to the building of "Viksit Odisha-Viksit Bharat".
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City schools shine
in ICSE ISC results

Srl]lt Haldar of Stewart bchoo Cuttack tops ICSE in state with 99.5%

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 30: City
schools in Bhubaneswar stood
out in the ICSE and ISC 2026
results, delivering outstanding
performances with several in-
stitutions recording 100% pass
rates and producing top scorers
across streams.

Loyola School, Bhubaneswar
recorded a flawless perfor-
mance in both examinations.
In ICSE, all 198 students
passed, with Komal Tripathy
and Ronan Slade Toppo joint-
ly topping at 98.4%, followed
by Qaseeda Noor (98.2%) and
Srishti Roy (97.8%); notably,

78 students scored above 90%.

In ISC, all 51 students
cleared the examination, with
Adruti Kar leading Science
with 96.3%, Shreya Mohanty
topping Commerce with 95.3%,
and Bidisha Sinha securing the
highest in Arts with 97.8%.
A total of 18 students scored
above 90%, underscoring the
school’s strong academic per-
formance.

Similarly, Stewart School,
Bhubaneswar also recorded a
100% pass rate in ISC, with all
66 students successfully clear-
ing the examination. Ayansh
Kumar topped with 95.80%,
followed by Sai Anshuman

(95.30%), while Amit Vikram
Pal and Dibyajyoti Das shared
third place with 94.80%. Eight
students scored above 90%.

In ICSE, the school contin-
ued its strong performance,
with Shivanshu Mohapatra
topping at 98.60%, followed
by Hanshika Nayak (97.60%)
and Priyanka Priyadarshini
(97.20%). A total of 26 students
scored above 90%.

Meanwhile, Odisha as a
whole recorded impressive re-
sults in the examinations con-
ducted by the Council for the
Indian School Certificate Ex-
aminations. In ICSE (Class X),
8,948 students from 97 schools
appeared, achieving a pass per-
centage 0f 98.17%. In ISC (Class
XII), 1,583 students from 34
schools appeared, registering
an outstanding pass percentage
0f 99.24%. Girls outperformed
boys in both examinations,
continuing the trend of strong
academic performance among
female students.

The results reaffirm the
state’s consistent academic ex-
cellence, with Bhubaneswar’s
leading schools emerging as
standout performers.

Min to launch %1,698cr road projects in Rayagada

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 30:
Union Minister for Agriculture
& Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will visit Odisha May

1, 2026, to launch a major rural
road projects worth 1,698 crore
in Rayagada.

According to reports, the
minister will roll out the proj-
ects under Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY-
IV). These projects include 827
roads covering about 1,701 km
that will provide all-weather
roads to 898 villages.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-

ran Majhi will attend the event,
which will be held at IACR
Ground in Rayagada. The two
leaders will jointly inaugurate
the projects and lay foundation
stones.

The new roads are expected
to improve access to schools,
hospitals and markets in rural
areas. They are also likely to

Menstrual hygiene awareness
programme held at NCSCDA

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 30: A
menstrual hygiene awareness
programme under the initia-
tive #PeriodOfPride was held
at the National Career Service
Centres for Differently Abled
(NCSCDA) campus at Pokha-
riput here on Thursday. The
campaign was jointly organised
by India’s International Move-
ment to Unite Nations (IIMUN)
and the Niyatee Foundation,
with support from NCSCDA.

The event aimed to pro-
mote dignity, awareness, and
improved menstrual health
practices among persons with
disabilities (PwDs). Around
100 PwD students, along with
staff members, participated,
creating an inclusive platform
for health education and open
discussion.

The event was graced by
Anurag Tiwary (MBBS, DGO,
DNB, FMAS), Associate Con-
sultant at Utkal Hospital, as
the chief guest. Other dignitar-
ies included Sonalika Suman,
Assistant Director of NCSCDA,
and Soumya Ranjan Nayak
from IIMUN. Representatives
from the Niyatee Foundation,
including Sunayani Samartha
(Project Head), Binod Kumar
Pakal (Centre Manager), and

CLASSIFIED

I, Subhasis Mohapatra,
S/o0.- Dr. Manmath
Kumar Mohapatra have
lost the Original ROR
(Patta) in the name

of my father bearing
Khata No.- 347, Plot

No.- 458, Mouza- Cuttack
Sahar Unit-37 alongwith
other documents on
dtd.- 07.01.2018 while
going to shop for Xerox
purpose. If anybody
finds the lost documents
kindly contact me. Mob-
9861061000.

Omm Prakash Swain (Pro-
gramme Officer), were also
present.

Tiwary led an interactive
awareness session on menstru-
al hygiene, addressing myths,
safe practices, nutrition, and
personal care during menstru-
ation. She encouraged students
to view menstruation as a nat-
ural biological process and to
break the stigma surrounding
it. The session allowed students
to ask questions freely, making
the discussion highly engaging
and informative.

A key highlight of the event
was the distribution of sanitary
napkins to all girl students, en-
suring immediate access to es-
sential menstrual hygiene prod-
ucts. The initiative reinforced
the message that menstrual
health requires both awareness
and access to basic resources.

boost local trade, create jobs
and support overall develop-
ment in the region.

The programme will also
be attended by Rural Devel-
opment, Panchayati Raj and
Drinking Water Minister Ra-
bi Narayan Naik and other
officials. Beneficiaries of the
scheme will be honoured at
the event.

Significantly, under various
components of PMGSY, a total
of 17,963 roads covering 74,725
km and 707 bridges have so far
been sanctioned in the state,
while 17,760 roads spanning
71,742 km and 658 bridges have
already been completed.

Rapes, murders

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 30: BJD
president Naveen Patnaik
Thursday claimed that several
countries have advised their
women citizens not to visit
Odisha as, he alleged, rapes and
murders have become a ‘daily
affair’ in the state.

The Leader of the Opposition
said this to reporters outside
the Assembly after making a
statement in the House during
a discussion on ‘Participation of
Women in Indian Democracy’.

Patnaik said, “As you can
see, rapes and murders have
become a daily affair in the
state. Major embassies have
told their women citizens not
to visit Odisha. Isn’t it a terrible

shame for our state?”

A number of cases of rape
and murder of women were
reported in the state last year.

“The Bharatiya Janata Party
government is not doing any-
thing for women. It is only do-
ing drama,” Patnaik said.

The BJP came to power in the
state in June 2024, defeating the
BJD, which had governed the
state for 24 years.

“The BJP government in the
state has no right to speak of
women’s dignity and empow-
erment. Governance has been
reduced to narratives and op-
tics,” Patnaik said earlier in
the day while taking part in the
discussion in the House during
a special session.

Congress also launched a
sharp attack on the BJP-led
state government. Assembly
proceedings were disrupted af-
ter Opposition members raised
Keonjhar incident.

As CM Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi began his address on wom-
en’s empowerment, Congress

Thunderstorms bring relief
from heatwave conditions

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, April 30:
Thunderstorms accompanied
by rain brought relief from
prevailing heatwave conditions
across several districts Thurs-
day, even as seven towns con-
tinued to record temperatures
above 40 degree Celsius.

Thunderstorms, rain and
lightning were reported in Bhu-
baneswar, Cuttack, Sundar-
garh, Angul, Phulbani, Boudh
and Rourkela during the after-
noon and evening hours, while
hailstorms were reported from
parts of Bolangir district and
Binka area in Sonepur, an IMD
official said.

Sonepur recorded 30.2 mm
rainfall, followed by Angul (18
mm), Sundargarh (13.8 mm)
and Phulbani (10.8 mm).

The India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) said day tem-
peratures are expected to fall by
2 to 3 degree Celsius over the
next three days, with no signif-
icant change thereafter.

The IMD’s Bhubaneswar cen-
tre issued an ‘orange warning’
(be prepared to take action) for
Mayurbhanj and Balasore for

Waterlogging in Rasulgarhafter heavy rain lashed Bhubaneswar, Thursday

Friday, forecasting thunder-
storms with lightning, hail and
gusty winds.

A yellow warning (be aware)
has been issued for Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khurda,
Nayagarh, Ganjam, Gajapati,
Rayagada, Koraput, Malkan-
giri, Keonjhar, Nabarangpur,
Angul, Dhenkanal, Nuapada,
Kalahandi, Kandhamal and
Sundergarh districts for Fri-
day.

However, hot and humid
weather would prevail in the
districts of Bolangir, Kalahan-
di, Angul, Jharsuguda, Sund-
argarh, Boudh, Nuapada, Sub-
arnapur, Balasore, Bhadrak,
Jajpur, Kendrapara, Cuttack,
Jagatsinghpur, Puri, Khur-

FASTER, TIME-BOUND PUBLIC SERVICE DELIVERY

Odisha to launch auto
appeal system by May

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, April 30: In a
major administrative reform
aimed at strengthening Odi-
sha Right to Public Services
Act (ORTPSA), the state gov-
ernment will roll out an Auto
Appeal System by May 2026
to ensure faster grievance re-
dressal and timely delivery of
public services.

The decision was announced
during a review meeting of
ORTPSA Nodal Officers from
32 departments, chaired by
General Administration and
Public Grievance (GA&PG)
department Special Secretary
Suresh Kumar Vasisth.

Welcoming the officers, Vasisth
said state Cabinet has formally ap-
proved the Auto Appeal provision
under ORTPSA, marking a trans-
formative step in governance.

The system is designed to
automatically escalate service
requests to higher appellate au-
thorities if the designated offi-
cer fails to deliver services with-
in the prescribed timeframe,

removing the need for citizens
to manually file appeals.
Describing the initiative as
anew benchmark in adminis-
trative accountability, Vasisth
said the Auto Appeal System
would ensure that no citizen is
left waiting indefinitely for ser-
vices guaranteed under the law.
A detailed technical session
was conducted by ORTPSA
Project Coordinator Pinaki
Mohanty, who reviewed the
present implementation sta-
tus across departments and
outlined the digital framework
of the new system. Mohanty ex-

plained that the integrated plat-
form will automatically trigger
appeals whenever deadlines are
missed, significantly enhancing
transparency and efficiency.
The system will also allow re-
al-time tracking of file move-
ment across all 32 departments,
strengthening accountability
while reducing bureaucratic
delays. The digital integra-
tion is expected to minimise
physical visits to government
offices, easing citizen access to
services and ensuring a seam-
less, transparent, and efficient
governance process.

Rally in Capital to highlight workers’ rights

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 30: The
Joint Trade Union Forum will
hold a May Day rally and pub-
lic meeting in the City Friday
to highlight labour issues and
workers’ rights.

A procession will start at 5pm
from Rajmahal Square to Mas-
ter Canteen Square, followed by
a public meeting at 6pm.

Organisers said the event
will mark the significance of
International Labour Day and
press key demands, includ-
ing withdrawal of new labour
codes, an eight-hour workday,
a minimum monthly wage of
326,000, and stronger social se-

curity for workers.

The Forum has urged media,
workers, and the public to par-
ticipate in large numbers.

CITU State Secretary Pradip-
ta Nayak called for collective
mobilisation to protect work-
ers’ rights. Labour

ance technological progress
with human welfare, calling
for stronger skill development,
inclusive policies, and effective

enforcement of labour laws.
Barik also raised concerns
over unsafe labour migra-
tion from Odisha,

activist Saroj Ku- M|\ i B ¥.\:{e]l]; ¥ Jharkhand, Chhat-
DAY TODAY

mar Barik said
May Day remains
a global platform
for workers to raise concerns
and demand reforms.

Labour activist Saroj Ku-
mar Barik said May Day re-
mains a global platform for
workers to raise concerns and
demand reforms.

He stressed the need to bal-

tisgarh, West Bengal,
and Bihar to indus-
trial hubs such as
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra, and Uttar Pradesh, cit-
ing reports of exploitation, abuse,
and human rights violations.
Referring to recent reforms,
he noted that India’s labour
codes, introduced in 2025,

consolidated 29 laws into four
codes on wages, industrial re-
lations, social security, and oc-
cupational safety. While aimed
at simplifying regulations and
boosting growth, they have also
raised concerns over job securi-
ty and workers’ rights.

Barik also raised concerns
over unsafe labour migration
from states such as Odisha,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
West Bengal, and Bihar to
industrial hubs in Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Maharash-
tra, and Uttar Pradesh, where
reports of exploitation, abuse,
and human rights violations
continue to emerge.

PIC: BIKASH NAYAK|

da, Nayagarh, Ganjam and
Gajapati Friday, the weather
office said.

Similar weather conditions
are expected to prevail in the
state for another five days,
it said.

The IMD advised people to
take precautions during thun-
derstorms, avoid exposure to
lightning, seek safe shelter
and follow traffic advisories
in urban areas. Farmers were
also advised to use hail nets to
protect crops.

Meanwhile, Bolangir re-
mained the hottest place in the
state at 42.2 degree Celsius, fol-
lowed by Boudh (42), Nuapada
(41.6), Titlagarh (41.3), Dhenk-
anal (40.9), Bhawanipatna (40.6)
and Sonepur (40.4).

‘daily affair’ in Odisha: Patnaik

legislators entered the well of
the House holding placards
and leaflets, shouting slogans
against the government.

Responding to the protest,
Majhi criticised Congress for
disrupting the House, calling
such conduct inappropriate.

Unsatisfied, Congress mem-
bers staged a noisy walkout
in protest, though they later
returned to participate in the
scheduled debate.

The session was convened
days after a Constitution
Amendment Bill to imple-
ment 33 per cent reservation
for women in legislatures in
2029 and increase the number
of Lok Sabha seats to 816 was
defeated in the Lower House of
Parliament.

OMFED raises milk
price by Z1/litre

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, April 30:
The Odisha State Cooperative
Milk Producers’ Federation
(OMFED) has announced a
hike of %1 per litre in the milk
procurement price for dairy
farmers across the state. The
revised rate

will come in-
to effect from
May 1, 2026.

With this  Milk of Odisha
revision,
farmers will now receive
339.05 per litre, up from the
earlier ¥38.05 per litre. The
increase comes in response
to growing demand from
farmers amid rising costs of
feed, fodder, medicines, and
maintenance.

The decision was taken to
enhance farmers’ income and
support them amid rising in-
put costs, including fodder,
cattle feed, hay, and veteri-
nary medicines, which have
significantly increased milk
production expenses.

OMFED said it continues
to take proactive steps to
strengthen the financial sta-
bility of dairy farmers and
ensure sustainable growth in
the sector.

Fast-track CSR projects in mining regions: Mm

Bhubaneswar: Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Suresh Pujari
instructed companies to accelerate
implementation of various Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives
to ensure greater public welfare in
coal mining areas. Pujari attended a

high-level review meeting on CSR projects at Lok Seva Bhavan here Thursday
He emphasised that industries operating in coal-rich districts have both social
and moral responsibilities toward local communities. Districts such as Angul,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, and Sundargarh are key coal mining zones. Major
companies including NTPC, OPGC, NLC, and MCL depend on these regions for
mining and thermal power generation. In this context, the minister stressed
that these companies must actively contribute to the development and
well-being of the people living in these areas. Detailed discussions were held
regarding ongoing and proposed CSR projects across the four districts. The
minister directed companies to ensure funding for a proposed university in
Jharsuguda and to expedite land identification so that the project can begin
at the earliest. He also called for mobilising funds and initiating projects

such as a cardiac care hospital, a stadium in Lakhanpur, and other welfare
initiatives. Further, instructions were issued to ensure release of pending CSR
funds, particularly by MCL. Departmental officials were directed to speed up
project execution and ensure proper utilisation of funds.
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INDIA SLIPS 6 PLACES
IN PRESS FREEDOM

&N

PNN & AGENCIES

New Delhi, April 30: India
slipped six places to rank 157
out of 180 countries in the 2026
World Press Freedom Index,
published early Thursday by
the French media watchdog
Reporters Sans Frontieres
(RSF), also known as Report-
ers Without Borders.

Last year, India was
ranked 151 in the global me-
dia independence index. In-
terestingly, Pakistan, India’s
nuclear neighbour, is ranked
153, up from 158 last year.

Norway continues to hold
the top spot as the best coun-
try for journalists for the
10th consecutive year, while
Eritrea comes in last for the
third year in a row.

However, the biggest im-

_provement in press freedom
had been in Syria following
the ouster of Bashar al-Assad
in late 2024.

While it climbed 36 plac-
es in the rankings to 141,

5 of family Killed as
car catches fire in Raj

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, April 30: Five
members of a family were
burnt alive while the driver
was seriously injured after
a car caught fire on Del-
hi-Mumbai Expressway in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district,
police said Thursday.

The incident took place
near Maujpur Wednesday
night when the victims
were returning from a pil-
grimage to Vaishno Devi in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The deceased have been
identified as Santosh, his
wife Shashi, mother Par-
vati and daughters Raghani
and Sakshi, all residents of
Chainpura in Sheopur dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh.

Deputy Superintendent
of Police Kailash Jindal
said a short circuit is sus-
pected to have triggered
the blaze. As it was a CNG
vehicle, the fire spread fast,
leaving the occupants with
no time to escape.

“Only skeletal remains
were recovered from the ve-
hicle, which have been pre-
served separately. DNA tests
will be conducted to establish
their identity,” he said.

Norway continues
to hold the top spot
as the best country

for journalists
for the 10th
consecutive year

RSF warned that the press
freedom situation there re-
mained "very serious".

The steepest decline in
2026 was in junta-led Niger,
which has been placed at
120th, down 37 places.

RSF said, “This year, the
Index’s analysis highlights
an alarming deterioration
in the conditions for jour-
nalism in many parts of the
world, despite some isolated
improvements, as 100 out of
180 countries and territories
have seen their press freedom
score decline."

In India, the RSF said, “Ju-
dicial harassment of indepen-
dent media is intensifying,

driven by the growing use of
criminal statutes — defama-
tion and national security
laws among them — directly
targeting journalists."

The US has been ranked
at 64, down from 57 last year,
with the RSF saying, "Jour-
nalists who were already
fighting against economic
headwinds and dealing with a
crisis of public trust—among
other challenges — now al-
so contend with President
Donald Trump's systematic
weaponisation of state insti-
tutions, including funding
cuts to public broadcasters
such as NPR and PBS, polit-
ical interference in media
ownership, and politically
motivated investigations tar-
geting disfavoured journalists
and media outlets."

“Since Trump’s return to
office, journalists have also
been targeted on the ground
during protests, reflecting a
broader deterioration that
amounts to one of the most
severe crises for press free-
dom in modern US history,"
the RSF said.

For the first time in the his-
tory of the World Press Free-
dom Index, the RSF said, over
half of the world’s countries
now fall into the "difficult” or
"very serious" categories for
press freedom.

In 25 years, the average
score of all 180 countries
and territories surveyed in
the Index has never been so
low, it added.
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Keonjhar, April 30: Three
days after media reports and
aviral video showed a tribal
man from Patana block in
Keonjhar carrying his sis-
ter’s skeleton to a bank as
proof of death to withdraw
her money, preliminary in-
vestigations indicated that
bank staffers ‘did not co-
operate with him’, officials
said Thursday.

The state government
Thursday began the probe
into the incident where-
in Jeetu Munda, 50, was
seen carrying the skeletal
remains of his sister to
Maliposi branch of Odisha

Amend abortion law
for rape survivors: SC

MINOR’S PREGNANCY

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, April 30: A mi-
nor cannot be forced to bear a
pregnancy, the Supreme Court
said Thursday while pulling
up the Centre and asking it
to amend the law to permit
rape survivors to terminate
unwanted pregnancies even
beyond 20 weeks.

Inaruling with far reaching
implications for rape survivors,
including children, and the is-
sue of autonomy over their bod-
ies, a bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
took strong exception to a plea
by AIIMS seeking to set aside
the SC order allowing a 15-year-
old girl to medically terminate
her 30-week pregnancy.

“Please amend your law
that when there is pregnancy
due to rape etc, then time lim-
itation will not be there. The
law needs to be organic and
in sync evolving times. Also
amend the law so that such
trials are completed within a
week. Why should the child
suffer the pending trauma of
the trial also,” the CJI said.

The court said in its impas-
sioned observations that this
is a case of child rape and the
survivor will have a lifelong
scar and trauma if termi-
nation is not allowed. If the

mother does not have perma-
nent disability, termination
should be carried out, it said.

“This is a curative petition.
Unwanted pregnancy cannot be
thrust on a person. Imagine...she
is a child. She should be study-
ing now. But we want to make
her amother. Imagine the pain,
the humiliation the child has
suffered in this,” the bench said.

It asked AIIMS to counsel
the survivor’s parents and
said the decision has to be of
the person concerned.

“There are children for adop-
tion. In this country we have
lot of sympathies...There are
deserted, abandoned children
on the streets and even mafias
on it. We have to look at them.
This is an unwanted pregnancy
of a 15-year-old child,” it said.

During the proceedings, an
AIIMS doctor told the court
that it is not child versus foe-
tus but child versus child.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
AIIMS, mentioned the curative
pleaand said the termination of

pregnancy is not possible.

“It will be a live baby with
severe deformities. Minor
mother will have lifelong
health issues and cannot re-
produce... This child can be
given for adoption. It has been
30 weeks now. It is a viable life
now,” Bhati said.

She also sought the court’s
permission for counselling
with the teen and her parents.

At this juncture, Justice
Bagchi said, “Who has stopped
you? What is your Parens pa-
triae (parent of the nation)
approach? Give respect to
your citizen. Show data to the
parents and if they choose to
keep it. Then so be it. But if
they think the mental health
is in jeopardy then they will
take a call. Please do not press
your curative. The curative
can come from the parents. Let
us not make a fight between
state and its citizens. Bring in
apsychiatrist and counsellor.
Let us not choose for people
capable for choosing.”

It is not for ATIMS, the judge
said, to choose for citizens and it
can only render medical service.

The top court said the de-
cision on termination has to
be that of the survivor and
her parents. AIIMS, it said,
may help them take an in-
formed decision.

Hezbollah’s ‘undetectable’ fibre-optic drones

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Tel Aviv, April 30: Hezbol-
lah has launched a new weap-
on against northern Israel in
the latest round of fighting:
small drones controlled with
fibre-optic cables, the width
of dental floss that avoid elec-
tronic detection.

Many drones are suscepti-
ble to electronic jamming by
air defences. But fibre-optic
drones are not controlled re-
motely. They have a thin ca-
ble that connects an operator
directly to the drone, making
it impossible to jam electroni-
cally. However, the drones are
not infallible because the wind
—or other drones — can cause

A

the cables to tangle. But, “if
you know what you’re do-
ing, it’s absolutely dead-
ly”, said Robert Tollast,
a drone expert and re-
searcher at the Royal
United Services Institute
in London, explaining
how the drone can fly low
and creep up on a target.
Experts said militaries
must either intercept the
drones, which is difficult

due to their small size and
short flight path, or find
a way to snip the nearly
invisible cable. Hezbollah
— the Iran-backed militant
group in Lebanon - has
mostly been using the fibre
optic drones on Israeli sol-
diers operating in southern
Lebanon or towns on the
border. Fiber optic drones
are a relatively new threat
during the latest round of
fighting with Hezbollah. Hez-
bollah seems to have turned
to them because Israeli air
defences have been success-
ful against larger and more
powerful rockets, missiles
and other drones, said the
official, who spoke on the

condition of anonymity in
line with military guide-
lines. Ran Kochav, a former
head of the Israeli military's
air defence command, said
Israel is failing in its at-
tempts to defend against the
fibre-optic drones. “They fly
very low and very fast, and
they are very small, it's very
difficult to detect them, and
even after they’re detect-
ed, they are really hard to
track,” he said.

Fibre-optic drones were
developed to get around
detection, although they
do not have the same
range as a drone that us-
es aradio link or artificial
intelligence to navigate.

A

Grameen Bank (OGB), caus-
ing an uproar across the
state as well as the country.
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi had directed the
Northern Division Revenue
Divisional Commissioner
(RDC), Sangram Keshari Mo-
hapatra, to initiate a probe.
As part of the investiga-
tion, Mohapatra, along with
Keonjhar Collector Vishal
Singh and other officials,
visited the Maliposi branch
of OGB Thursday.
Mohapatra checked the
CCTV footage and ques-
tioned the bank officials to
ascertain the circumstances
leading to the incident, offi-
cials said. The team also vis-
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ited Dianali village under the
block and questioned Jeetu
Munda, who had carried the
skeleton of his sister Kalara
Munda, 56, to the bank. Mo-
hapatra said preliminary
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investigation suggests
that the “bank was at
fault” and stringent action
will be taken against the
officials responsible for
the entire episode.

“I spoke to the bank offi-
cials and Jeetu. Preliminary
findings indicate that the
bank is at fault. Munda and
his sister had visited the
bank several times in the
past and withdrawn mon-
ey. Munda is not illiterate,
but he is ignorant about
the banking procedures,”
Mohapatra told reporters.

“As there is no audio
version of the CCTV foot-
age, we are unable to ascer-
tain what exactly the bank

A Rare Spiritual Opportunity to Connect with
Buddha's Universal Message of Humanity and Compassion
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Holy Relics of the Tathagata
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Trump floats new
plan for Hormuz

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Washington, April 30: US
President Donald Trump
Thursday floated a new plan
to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz, a senior official said.
Under the plan, the US
would continue its blockade
on Iranian ports, while co-
ordinating with allies to im-
pose higher costs on Iran’s
attempts to subvert the free
flow of energy, according to a
senior administration official.
Trump is weighing multi-
ple diplomatic and policy op-
tions to push Iran to end its
chokehold on the waterway,
said the official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rised to comment publicly.

staff told him. Munda was
present in the bank from
11:26am to 11:58am. During
this time, he met the bank
manager twice and returned
aggrieved,” the RDC said.

On Tuesday, a day after the
incident, the Indian Overseas
Bank (I0OB) had said the epi-
sode appears to have arisen
due to a lack of awareness
of the claim settlement
process, and the individu-
al's unwillingness to accept
the procedures explained
by the branch manager.

Meanwhile, a Congress
delegation led by former
OPCC president Niranjan
Patnaik met Jeetu earlier
in the day.
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There is no greater courage

than that of recognizing
one’s own mistakes.

THE MOTHER

Dirty Money

ama Papers, approached us, he handed us an opportunity.

When John Doe, the anonymous whistleblower behind the Pan-

When the resulting investigation into the offshore finance
industry was published on 3 April, 2016, the world was handed a test.
As investigative journalists, we seized the opportunity. Sadly, the

world has failed the test.

For decades, Panama, Malta, the British Virgin Islands, and the Cook
Islands functioned as safe havens for dictators, strongmen, presidents,

kings, mafia clans, money launderers, and tax cheats. Behind layers of

shell companies, erected often by shady law firms, they hid fortunes,
influence, and crimes. John Doe tore away the veil.

The outrage was immediate and dramatic. US President Barack
Obama called for international reforms to address the “huge problem”
of tax avoidance. British Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne
touted a “hammer blow against those who hide their illegal tax evasion

in the dark corners of the financial system.”

A slew of investigations were launched. Icelandic Prime Minister
Sigmundur Gunnlaugsson resigned over revelations that he owned an

oower Post

Anuwesh Satpathy

he temporal and the

spiritual are now

clashing.  Donald

Trump is the first
President of the United States
to have openly and explicitly
declared the occupant of St.
Peter’s chair to be “weak on
crime,” and worse, that he sup-
ports Iran’s right to have nu-
clear weapons. This is a plain
lie that flies in the face of the
Vatican’s consistent opposi-
tion to the use of nuclear weap-
ons. In fact, Pope Pius XII had
warned of the evil potential of
atomic energy years before the
first atomic bomb dropped on
Hiroshima. In recent years,
Pope Francis had reiterated
the Church’s opposition by de-
nouncing mere possession of
the weapons as immoral. Pope
Leo XIV has similarly contin-
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It is difficult to argue what “success”
even means given that US has repeatedly
shifted the goal post ever since it
attacked Iran “preventively”

The first is the criteria of the
“just cause.” The war must
only be fought when there has
been grave damage inflicted

try A at some point in the fu-
ture when it strengthens its
military capability. In this
scenario, Country B is not

POPE VS. PRESIDENT

cess” even means given that
US has repeatedly shifted the
goal post ever since it attacked
Iran “preventively”.The Su-
preme Leader was Kkilled on
the pretext of regime change
and “saving” the Iranian peo-
ple from the tyranny of the
theocratic regime. When re-
gime change did not happen,
the US shifted its goal post
again to stopping Iran’s nu-
clear programme.

The fourth criteria, that
the “use of arms must not
produce evils and disorders
graver than the evil to be
eliminated,” is the one that
has been most gravely violat-
ed. Catholic theology permits
only the accidental harm to
civilians on the condition of
proportionality and moral
certitude. The US bombing of

undeclared offshore company. Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif ued the Church’s opposition  on the defending party. Asthe  preparing for an attack and the Minab elementary school
was removed from office and indicted on corruption charges. Gov- by critiquing the doctrine of  catechism puts it, “the damage  there are no indications that that left around 156 dead, most
ernments recovered more than $1 billion in back taxes and penalties. THE “JUST WAR” Mutually Assured Destruction  inflicted by the aggressor on it poses an immediate threat = of whom were schoolgirls, is
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, and Spain as deterrence and calling for  the nation or community of to Country A. A war of this an unambiguous war crime.
launched an information-sharing initiative DOCTRINE complete disarmament. nations must be lasting, grave,  nature, as the Catholic tradi- The war has left the whole
to combat tax evasion and avoidance. DOES NOT US Vice-President JD and certain.” War is thus jus-  tionalist philosopher Ed Fes-  region unstable. Economic

For a moment, it looked as if governments NECESSARILY Vance, who claims to be a tified on the basis of beinga  er has argued, is not morally = consequences include the fact
were finally ready to confront a problem CESS catholic, asked the Pope to  response to aggression and  defensible. US war onIranis  that45million people in Africa
they had tolerated for decades. But system- SEE A JUST WAR  essentially shut hismouthon  only on the conditions thatall = preventive, not pre-emptive.It  face acute hunger as a result of
ic reform never came. Jurisdictions talked AS ETHICAL IN matters of American foreign  peace efforts have failed (sec-  is premised upon the ideathat  the war (WHO).There will be
tough but quietly protected the status quo. Frederik Obermaier policy while insinuating that ~ ond criteria). One must under-  Iran is going to drop nukeson  long term health consequenc-
A decade later, the verdict is damning. The ¢ Bgstian Obermayer THE STRICTEST the Pope was ignorant of the  stand the distinction between  US and Israel at some pointin  es including the risk of cancer
world was warned. Lawmakers blinked. And SENSE OF THE Augustinian “Just war” doc-  pre-emptive and preventive the future when they manage  owing to the bombings. This is
the system endured. Hidden wealth trine. This is quite presump-  war to make sense of the just  to acquire it. The plausibility = in addition to the fact that at

Tackling the kind of financial crimes TERM tuous and simply ridiculous  cause. In a pre-emptive war,  of the assertion is irrelevant  least 6,000 civilians have died

exposed by the Panama Papers is not some
impossible dream. On the contrary, much
could be achieved simply by introducing
freely accessible public registers of benefi-

fuels corruption,

distorts

markets, drives

given that Leo is the first Au-
gustinian Pope. The debate
was started by Trump who as-
serted that he had God’s bless-

the first country attacks the
second on the basis that it has
trustworthy information that
the second country is going to

to its moral legitimacy based
on Catholic doctrine.

The fulfilment of the sec-
ond criteria is similarly, at

in the Middle East as a result
of this war.

The Pope is merely reit-
erating traditional Catholic

cial ownership. If the public knows exactly inequ aIity ing for the war against Iran.  attack it. Most ethicists agree ~ the very least, questionable. = teaching and helping restore
who owns each firm, shell companies will 4 Leoresponded, albeit indirect-  that at the very least one can  Iran was negotiating with US  perception of the Vatican as a
not be able to shield those who steal, bribe, finances ly but clearly, by calling out make a legitimate case for even as US-Israel launcheda  moral authority worth paying
launder money, and evade taxes. The same authoritarian “delusions of omnipotence” pre-emptive war. If a coun-  surprise attack on Iran’s Su-  attention to. The President,
goes for trusts: with many jurisdictions . justifying the war, adding that  try is preparing to commit a  preme Leader. Both in Febru-  on the other hand, is destroy-
largely or fully exempting them from pub- regimes, and “God does not bless any con-  large-scale invasion and the  aryand in June, talks werein  ing any semblance of moral
lic disclosure, these “weapons of mass in- weakens flict.” The “Just war” doctrine ~ only way of stopping such an  progress as Iran was attacked.  legitimacy the US may have
justice” can hold wealth indefinitely, while . does not necessarily seeajust  attack is to strike first and Just a day before Operation = had once upon a time. The
obscuring who truly controls it. democracies. war as ethical in the strictest  thus ensure less people suffer ~ Epic Fury, Oman’s foreign distinction that Vance makes
Public ownership registers are widely It bankrolls sense of the term. A just war  than need be, then a pre-emp-  minister (who was the media-  between morality and realpoli-
recognised as one of the most effective tools . . may be necessary in a world tive war can technically be tor) announced that Iran had tik is not a distinction that the
against corruption. But governments largely dISII‘IfOI'matIOH, that is fallen, to a people who  seen as morally legitimate  agreed to give up itsenriched Church has ever recognized.
refuse to implement them. Where they do environmental are expelled from the Garden  and perhaps even as self-de-  uranium, which was precisely

exist, they are often deliberately weakened,
such as by restricting access to them. In Brit-
ish Overseas Territories and Crown Depen-
dencies, public registers remain unfinished

destruction, and
war. It endures
not because it

of Eden, but it is never ideal.
Can the Iran War be justi-

fied based on the criteria of

“Just war” in the catechism?

fence. A preventive war, on
the other hand, is premised
upon the idea that Country B
would pose a threat to Coun-

the stated demand.

The third criteria concern
the prospects of success. It is
difficult to argue what “suc-

The writer is a columnist
with a background in Global
Affairs from Kings

College London.

or protected by large barriers to access.
In the United States, the Corporate
Transparency Act of 2021 was hailed as a
_breakthrough. But the national ownership

is inevitable,
but because

SPECTRUM MAY DAY

register was never made fully accessible to powerful

the public, and the relevant authority—the =

Financial Crimes Enforcement Network— interests benef!t o bt o

has since exempted many companies from fromit Or erS O ‘ ] er 1 lonalre S
reporting requirements.

The consequences of America’s failure to

act are particularly severe. While US politicians routinely condemn
financial secrecy in distant lands, they ignore the uncomfortable truth:

when it comes to hiding dirty money, Delaware and Nevada are not

much better than Panama. Then-Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen
acknowledged as much in 2021: “There's a good argument that, right
now, the best place to hide and launder ill-gotten gains is actually the
United States.” (Europe is also high on the list.)

Illicit gains are often channeled through the property sector. Global

Financial Integrity reports that, in 2015-20, more than $2.3 billion was
laundered through US real estate. America's own authorities have

warned that opaque ownership structures have enabled sanctioned
Russian elites to invest in US property. Entire neighborhoods of luxury

housing are effectively anonymously owned.

 Santosh Kumar

also known as Workers'
Day or May Day, is ob-
served worldwide to honour
the contributions and rights
of workers across all sectors—
manual, skilled, and profes-
sional. The day underscores
the importance of fair wages,
safe working conditions, and
constructive dialogue between
workers and employers.
For May Day 2026, the slo-

International Labour Day,

over labour law reforms.
While labour suffers from
decline of real wages and
retrenchment, corporations
amass wealth. Despite prog-
ress, Indian workers contin-
ue to face serious challenges:
a large informal sector with
little job security, low wages
and irregular employment, in-
adequate social security, and
emerging concerns in the gig
and digital economy.

constant digital surveillance.
The new Labour Codes im-
plemented despite the strong
opposition from working class
is likely to make hire and fire
easy and curb the right to pro-
test against injustice.

Data from the International
Labour Organization and the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
show that nearly 85-90% of In-
dia's workforce is in the infor-
mal sector. These workers lack

than labour.

While corporates are given
benefits such as corporate tax
cut and loan writeoffs, work-
ers are impoverished through
excessive GST and excise tax-
es on petroleum products.
Corporate profits in India
have nearly triple since the
pandemic, reaching Rs 7.1 lakh
crore in 2024-25 with profit-to-
GDP ratio reaching a 17-year
high of 4.7%.

US President Donald Trump's administration appears particularly gan “Workers Over Billion- According to areport by the  written contracts, paid leave, Rebalancing this system re-
unlikely to act against hidden wealth, even though this would be one Mohapatra aires” has emerged as a de- Foundation for Economic De-  health insurance, or retire- quires evidence-based policy
of the most powerful weapons against America's adversaries. Drug fining call of our times. It is  velopment, India's minimum  ment benefits. Even among choices—strengtheninglabour
cartels, sanctioned oligarchs, extremist networks, and kleptocratic REAL WAGE a labour-focused rallying cry, = wage structure may be exclud-  regular salaried workers, a  rights, ensuring living wages,
regimes rely less on troops and drones than on clever accountants, GROWTH particularly championed by  ingamajority of workersfrom  significant proportion does expanding social security, and
shell companies, and real-estate registries. But Trump would rather the May Day Strong Network  formal employment, with64%  not have formal job security = implementing a more pro-
deploy warships, authorize airstrikes, and threaten to obliterate civ- FOR MANY and Democratic Socialists  of workers earning below the  or social protection. Real wage  gressive taxation system. In
ilizations than dismantle this infrastructure. CATEGORIES on May Day 2026, aimed at  legal wage floor. The share of  growth for many categories of  reality, the true spirit of May

Hidden wealth fuels corruption, distorts markets, drives inequality, combating wealth inequality = Indian workers with no con-  workers has remained slug- Day in India will be realized
finances authoritarian regimes, and weakens democracies. It bankrolls OF WORKERS and corporate influence. Pop-  tract, no Provident Fund, no  gish, especially when adjusted = when all workers, including
disinformation, environmental destruction, and war. It endures not HAS REMAINED ularized in global political legal protection is higher than  for inflation. those in the informal sector,
because it is inevitable, but because powerful interests benefit from discourse by leaders such as  in Vietnam, Thailand, Bangla- The issue of wage dispari- receive social protection and
it. None of the measures recommended here is technically difficult or SLUGGISH, Bernie Sanders, it encapsu-  desh, or Mexico. ty becomes clearer when pro-  fair wages and safe working
even economically damaging. They are just politically inconvenient— ESPECIALLY lates a fundamental debate The pressures of a 24x7  ductivity is compared with  environments are ensured;
and, in many cases, financially detrimental for those in power. After in political economy: should  work culture are no longer earnings. While corporate @ when women workers are
all, from Washington to Moscow to Berlin, political power is often WHEN ADJUSTED economic systems prioritise  limited to stress or burnout--  profits—especially in sectors  given equal opportunities
concentrated in the hands of the ultra-wealthy. FOR INFLATION wealth accumulation for afew,  they now carry serioushuman  like finance, technology, and and pay; and when economic

The revelations contained in the Panama Papers were shocking.

But the response has exposed something even more troubling: how
determined governments are to protect the system of offshore wealth

that causes such far-reaching harm to our societies and economies.

Lawmakers cannot credibly claim to oppose authoritarianism and

corruption unless they act to dismantle these financial crime havens.

or dignity and security for the
many?

In India, this slogan has
gained renewed relevance
amid rising inequality, un-
employment, and concerns

costs. In recent years, India
has witnessed cases of employ-
ees, particularly in high-pres-
sure sectors like IT, dying by
suicide after prolonged over-
work, unrealistic targets, and

infrastructure—have risen
sharply, wages as a share of
GDP have not kept pace. This
indicates that a larger portion
of economic gains is being
captured by capital rather

growth is aligned with human
dignity and equity.

The writer is an
Odisha-based economist
and columnist.

Frederik Obermaier, a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative
journalist, is Co-Founder and Co-Director of the investigative
newsroom Paper Trail Media. Bastian Obermayer is a Pulitzer
Prize-winning investigative journalist.

WISDOM CORNER

‘ ‘ He that wrestles with us strengthens our nerves and
sharpens our skill. Our antagonist is our helper.

Unbearable summer Trade & cooperation
Sir, The India-New Zealand Free Trade Agree-
ment is a major step to boost trade and coopera-
tion. First, both countries will reduce or remove
taxes on about 8,000 products, making goods
cheaper. New Zealand plans to invest around $20
billion in India, creating jobs and growth. Indian
products like handlooms, handicrafts, and spices
will get better access to the New Zealand market,
helping small businesses. At the same time, limits
are kept on dairy, sugar, and spices to protect In-
dian farmers. Some items like New Zealand wines
and kiwi products will become more affordable.
The deal also makes travel and work easier. About
5,000 visas each year will be given to Indian pro-
fessionals in IT, healthcare, and engineering for
up to three years. Students can work 20 hours per
week. Overall, the agreement will increase trade,
create jobs, and benefit India's middle class.

RS Narula, PATIALA

Sir, According to a recent report, 95 of the 100 hottest cities in
the world are located in India. India is witnessing unprecedented
hot days of summer and people and animals are reeling under
scorching heat. Year by year, temperature rises during summer
season and the unbearable weather condition brings normal life to
a standstill. Severe heat is mainly caused by heat absorbing materi-
als used in concrete buildings and asphalt used in the construction
of roads. Modernisation and urbanisation have enormous impact
on the lives of people. Skyscrapers and huge concrete structures
exacerbate severe heat conditions. While buildings are necessary
for living, construction of buildings disregarding environmental
conservation will put our life in peril. Environment friendly ma-
terials must be used for construction. Destroying water bodies
and green coverage will also lead to rise in temperature. European
countries always follow environmental rules in construction of
buildings. If we expand concrete jungle in urban areas, severe heat
in summer season won’t subside. We must have a vision of futurity
and our lifestyles must help us live a happy and comfortable life.

Venu GS, KOLLAM
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are most welcome to contribute letters
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