
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Delhi/Kolkata/Chennai, May 
4:  The BJP is set to form its 
fi rst government in West Ben-
gal with a landslide victory in 
the state polls as the Election 
Commission’s (EC) trends 
Monday showed that the party 
has gone past the 200-mark in 
combined wins and leads in the 
294-member Assembly.

The saffron party is also set 
to retain Assam for a third 
term, while the latest electoral 
cycle also saw a spectacular de-
but in Tamil Nadu by actor-pol-
itician Vijay’s TVK with 107 
wins and leads out of 234 seats 
to emerge as the single-largest 
party, a wipeout of the Left as it 
tasted defeat in its last bastion 
of a Kerala, and a solitary win 
there for the Congress, which 
has been battling diminishing 
electoral returns.

Three incumbent chief min-
isters -- Mamata Banerjee (West 
Bengal), MK Stalin (Tamil Na-
du) and Pinarayi Vijayan (Ker-
ala) -- are on their way out, with 
Banerjee and Stalin also losing 
their seats. 

While Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi hailed the Bharatiya 
Janata Party’s (BJP) stellar 
showing in the West Bengal 
polls during a grand victory 
celebration at the party head-
quarters in New Delhi, both 
Banerjee and Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi alleged that the 
mandate was stolen.

As votes were counted, the 
EC’s trends showed a landslide 
victory for the BJP with 206 wins 
out of 293 seats in West Bengal, 
with the incumbent TMC left 
reeling at just 81. Re-polling has 
been ordered in one constituen-
cy in the state.

Modi hailed the verdict as a 
mandate for the politics of per-

formance.
“Our mantra is nagarik devo 

bhava (citizens are god). We are 
dedicated to serving the people. 
That is why the people have 
shown their faith in the BJP. 
They know the BJP is synon-
ymous with good governance, 
whether it is state government 
or civic elections as you saw the 
party winning its highest ever 

vote share in the recent Gujarat 
local body polls,” he said

Meanwhile, outgoing West 
Bengal Chief Minister Banerjee 
alleged that the mandate in more 
than 100 seats was “looted”.

“We will bounce back,” the 
Trinamool Congress (TMC) su-
premo said while walking out 
of the counting centre at the 
Bhabanipur constituency.

In Assam, Chief Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma led the 
BJP to another straight victory, 
bagging 82 of the 126 seats.

If West Bengal was one head-
line of Elections 2026, the other 
was superstar Vijay, who defi ed 
the odds and the taint of a stam-
pede during his rally in Karur 
in September 2025, in which 41 
people were killed. 

With the Kerala win in her 
party’s pocket, Congress gen-
eral secretary and Wayanad 
MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
thanked the people of the south-
ern state for their overwhelm-
ing support.

“To all my brothers and sis-
ters in Keralam, thank you for 
your faith and for your over-
whelming support. The trust 

you have placed in us will be 
the UDF’s guiding force as we 
work hard towards building a 
better future for each one of 
you,” she said.

In Puducherry, the All India 
NR Congress had won or was 
ahead in 12 of the 30 seats. The 
DMK stood at fi ve and the BJP 
at four. The TVK made its pres-
ence felt with two seats.

Adah on success Hormuz crisis Markets rebound Teen triumph
Actor Adah Sharma says 
success for her is not 
confi ned to box-offi ce 
numbers or critical acclaim

US forces launch an effort 
to guide commercial ships 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz Monday

Benchmark Sensex rises 356 
points, while the Nifty settles 
above 24,100, following state poll 
results

Kimi Antonelli wins the Miami 
Grand Prix, his third consecutive 
Formula 1 victory, to show he’s a 
legitimate championship contender
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I am shocked we completely 
lost power, but more shocked 
that a man named Stalin lost 

his own seat, comrade
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KERALA

PUDUCHERRY

PARTIES LEADING WON

BJP 0 206

AITC 2 79

INC 0 1

AJUP 0 2

CPI(M) 0 1

PARTIES LEADING WON

BJP 0 82

INC 0 19

BOPF 0 10

AGP 0 10

AIUDF 0 2

PARTIES LEADING WON

TVK 0 107

DMK 1 59

ADMK 0 47

PMK 0 5

INC 0 4

PARTIES LEADING WON

INC 0 63

CPI(M) 0 26

IUML 0 22

CPI 0 8

KEC 0 7

PARTIES LEADING WON
AINRC 0 12
DMK 0 5
BJP 0 4
TVK 0 3
IND 0 2

BJP sweeps Bengal, TVK rises in TN
Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma spearheads another straight victory while UDF set to regain power in Kerala

COLOURS OF VICTORY: BJP supporters apply ‘gulal’ on one another amid celebrations during vote tabulation on the day of West Bengal Assembly election results in Kolkata, Monday  PTI PHOTO
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Mumbai, May 4: Rupee fell 39 
paise to close at an all-time low 
of 95.23 (provisional) against 
the US dollar Monday, as the 
ongoing Middle East tensions 
are causing volatility in glob-
al markets, keeping oil prices 
high and raising fears of infla-
tion and economic slowdown.

Forex traders said Brent oil, 
hovering near USD 110 per bar-
rel, is maintaining pressure 

on oil-importing economies 
like India. Moreover, factors 
such as unabated foreign cap-
ital outfl ows amid rising geo-
political uncertainties dented 
investor sentiments further.

At the interbank foreign 
exchange market, the rupee 
opened at 94.95 against the 
US dollar, then lost ground 
and finally settled for the day 
at 95.23 (provisional), register-
ing a fall of 39 paise over its 
previous close.

PNN & AGENCIES

Jajpur, May 4: At least fi ve 
people, including two women, 
were killed and seven others 
injured when an SUV in which 
they were travelling rammed 
into a truck in Jajpur district 
Monday, police said.

The accident took place near 
Barada Chhak on the Dai-
tary-Paradeep express highway 

under Jenapur police station 
limits in Jajpur district.

Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi expressed grief over 
the accident and expressed his 
condolences to the families 
of the deceased. He also an-
nounced an assistance of `4 
lakh from the Chief Minister’s 
Relief Fund (CMRF) to the next 
of kin of each deceased.

“Arrangements are being 

made for the best treatment of 
those injured in the accident, 
and the chief minister has 
wished them a speedy recov-
ery,” a CMO release said.

According to police, 12 peo-
ple, including three women and 
two children, were returning 
home in the vehicle after at-
tending a marriage ceremony 
in Keonjhar.

The SUV hit a truck from 

behind. Such was the impact 
of the collision that the SUV 
got stuck under the truck, po-
lice said. Five people travelling 
in the SUV were killed on the 
spot, while seven others were 
critically injured.

The deceased were identi-
fi ed as Kandra Purti, his wife 
Geeta Purti, Balma Munda, her 
daughter Malati Munda and 
Namita Nayak.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cape Town, May 4: A suspect-
ed outbreak of the rare hantavi-
rus infection on a cruise ship in 
the Atlantic Ocean killed three 
people, including an elderly 
married couple, and sickened 
at least three others, the World 
Health Organisation and South 
Africa’s Department of Health 
said Sunday.

In a statement to this agency, 
WHO said an investigation was 
underway but that at least one 
case of hantavirus had been 
confi rmed. One of the patients 
was in intensive care in a South 
African hospital, the UN health 
agency said, and it was work-
ing with authorities to evacuate 
two others with symptoms from 
the ship.

The Dutch company that op-
erates the cruise said the ship 
was now sitting off the coast of 
Cape Verde, an island nation 
off Africa’s west coast, and lo-
cal authorities were assisting 
but had not allowed anyone 
to disembark. It said the two 
sick people on board requir-
ing urgent medical care were 
crew members. Hantavirus 
infections are spread mainly 
by rodents.

AGENCIES

Beijing, May 4: The Yangtze Riv-
er valley is not just a geographical 
feature—it is the pulse of a civil-
isation. Stretching across China 
along the 30th parallel north, this 
immense river system supports 
nearly 400 million people, a pop-
ulation comparable to a third of 
India. It is here, in Asia’s largest 
river valley, that water, climate, 
and human ingenuity converged 
to create one of the world’s oldest 
continuous cultures.

For thousands of years, the 
Yangtze’s fertile basin has 
nurtured life. Archaeological 

evidence points to rice culti-
vation dating back 8,000 years, 
when early communities fi rst 
domesticated wild rice and 
laid the foundation for settled 
agriculture. Civilisations such 
as the Liangzhu fl ourished here, 
mastering irrigation, crafting 

intricate jade artefacts, and 
building complex societies long 
before modern states emerged. 
Over time, innovations like iron 
tools and ox-drawn ploughs 
transformed the valley into an 
agricultural powerhouse, sus-
taining dense populations and 

diverse cultures.
Yet the Yangtze is not only 

about history—it is a landscape 
of striking beauty and dramatic 
contrasts. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in the legendary 
Three Gorges. This 192-kilome-
tre stretch, comprising Qutang, 
Wu, and Xiling gorges, offers 
sheer cliffs, mist-covered peaks, 
and scenes that have inspired 
Chinese art for centuries. At its 
heart stands the monumental 
Three Gorges Dam, a modern 
engineering feat that gener-
ates vast amounts of electricity 
while also symbolising the com-
plex trade-offs between develop-

ment and heritage.
Further upstream, the river 

reveals a wilder side. Known 
here as the Jinsha River, it 
carves through deep canyons 
and remote terrain, culminat-
ing in the breathtaking Tiger 
Leaping Gorge. With cliffs ris-
ing over 3,000 metres, this is one 
of the deepest gorges on Earth

For travellers and historians 
alike, the Yangtze Valley offers 
more than scenic beauty. It is a 
journey through the forces that 
shape human existence—water, 
land, and time—fl owing togeth-
er to tell the story of a civilisa-
tion that continues to thrive.

` slips to all-time low of 95.23Jajpur: 5 dead, 7 hurt as SUV rams truck 3 killed in suspected 
hantavirus outbreak

Asia’s largest valley that supports 40mn people
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Role of 8gm gold in TVK’s success
Experts believe that the star of hits 

such as Mersal and Leo made the 
spectacular debut on political turf thanks 
to the campaign with a list of lofty poll 
promises. Prominent among them was 8 
gm gold for marriage, worth about `1.12 
lakh. Vijay’s assurances in the party 
manifesto also included `2,500 monthly 
assistance for women below 60 years of 
age, and six free cooking gas cylinders a 
year per family.

Kolkata/Chennai: In an unprecedented turnaround, two of 
the prominent INDIA bloc leaders and incumbent CMs failed to 
retain their seats in the just-concluded state polls. West Bengal 
CM Mamata Banerjee lost to BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari by a 
margin of over 15,000 votes, in Bhabanipur, the safe seat that 
sent the TMC chief to the Assembly. The loss adds insult to 
injury even as the BJP decimated the TMC in the West Bengal 
Assembly election. Exactly fi ve years ago, BJP leader Adhikari 
made Banerjee taste a bitter defeat in Nandigram. Similarly, Ta-
mil Nadu CM MK Stalin was defeated in his Kolathur Assembly 
constituency, a seat he had represented thrice since 2011, by a 
margin of over 18,000 votes. He is the fourth sitting CM in Tamil 
Nadu to lose an Assembly election. Stalin has lost to VS Babu, a TVK candidate. Babu was once a close associate of the DMK 
president. He had served as the North Chennai district secretary of the DMK and was elected to the Assembly in 2006 from 
the Purasawalkam constituency.

SHOCK DEFEATS FOR MAMATA, STALIN

NAME STATE YEAR SEATS 

Naveen Patnaik Odisha  2024 Kantabanji

Pushkar S Dhami Uttarakhand 2022 Khatima

Mamata Banerjee West Bengal 2021 Nandigram

Siddaramaiyah Karnataka 2018 Chamundeswari

Laxmikant Parsekar Goa 2017 Mandrem 

Harish Rawat Uttarakhand 2017 Haridwar Grameen & Kichha

Buddhadeb Bhattacharya West Bengal 2011 Jadavpur

Shibu Soren Jharkhand 2009 Tamar (By-poll) 

J Jayalalithaa Tamil Nadu 1996 Bargur 

TN Singh Uttar Pradesh 1971 Maniram (By-poll)

M Bhaktavatsalam Tamil Nadu 1967 Sriperumbudur

Prafulla Chandra Sen West Bengal 1967 Arambag

PS Kumaraswami Raja Madras State 1952 Sribiliputhur

OTHER INCUMBENT CMs WHO LOST EARLIER



MUMBAI: The trailer launch of Pati Patni 
Aur Woh Do in Mumbai drew unexpected 
attention after an awkward on-stage mo-
ment involving Wamiqa Gabbi. 
What was meant to be a lively 
promotional event quick-
ly turned uncomfortable 
when the host made a 
remark about her name 
that did not land well.

In front of the audi-
ence and media, the 
anchor joked about 
the origin of “Wami-
qa,” linking it 
to singer Mika 
Singh in a way 
that many found 
inappropriate. 
As the comment 
unfolded, Wami-
qa appeared 
visibly un-
easy. She 
responded 
with a po-
lite but 
strained 
smile 
and a 
brief 
laugh, 
choos-
ing not to engage fur-
ther or react openly 
to the remark.

Videos of the 
moment soon went 
viral, with view-

ers pointing out her 
discomfort and criti-
cising the host’s at-

tempt at humour. 
Many felt the 

comment was 
unnecessary 
and crossed 
a line, espe-
cially during 
a professional 
event. The in-
cident sparked 
broader con-
versations on-
line about how 
female actors 
are often put in 
awkward situ-
ations under 

the guise of 
entertain-

ment.
Despite 

the inci-
dent, 
Wamiqa 
main-
tained 
her 
compo-
sure on 
stage, 
continu-
ing with 

the event 
alongside co-

stars including 
Sara Ali Khan. AGENCIES

MUMBAI: Actress Adah Shar-
ma says that success for her 
is not confi ned to box-offi ce 
numbers or critical acclaim 
alone, as for her it is also about 
making a lasting impact on the 
audiences with her perform-
ances. 

Asked how she measures 
success at this stage of your 
career, Adah told this news 
agency: “Box offi ce is like that 
loud friend that shouts ‘375 
crore for The Kerala Story 
highest grossing female lead 
fi lm ‘ so everyone turns and 
looks, and of course, I’m grate-
ful when that happens.”

“Critical acclaim 
is the quiet, in-
tellectual 
friend 
who 
doesn’t 
speak 

much, but when he does, you 
feel like you passed some secret 
exam,” added Adah, who made 
her debut in Bollywood in 2008 
with the Hindi horror fi lm 1920.

“Numbers and opinions 
come and go; what remains for 
me is how the audience reacts 
to scenes, remembers perform-
ances, and dialogues,” con-
tinued the 33-year-old actress, 
who was loved for her work in 
Commando.

The actress, who tasted super 
success with The Kerala Story, 
shared that her fans still talk 
about her performances in 1920
and Sunfl ower, among others.

“So many people I meet tell 
me how 1920 scared them, 

how Sunfl ower made 
them laugh, and 

The Kerala Story
made them cry; 
they thought 
about Kshanam 
weeks after 
they watched 
it,” concluded 
Adah. IANS

MUMBAI: Nauheed 
Cyrusi recently opened 
up about the indus-
try pressures that 
shaped her career 
choices and lim-
ited her on-screen 
appearances. Ad-

dressing a fre-
quently asked 

question about 
her reduced 

presence in 
fi lms, the 

actress 
can-

did-
ly 

shared that certain contrac-
tual expectations, particu-

larly around intimate 
scenes, made her uncom-
fortable. She revealed 
that many projects re-
quired 
actors 
to be at 
ease with 

kissing or 
making out 

on screen, 
something she 

chose not to agree 
to, even if it meant losing roles.

Nauheed pointed out that such scenes 
are often unnecessarily inserted, adding 
that she personally does not fi nd them 
appealing when portrayed on screen. Her 
refusal to comply with these expectations led 
to her being rejected even before discussions 
could progress further, highlighting a rigid mind-
set within the industry.

Beyond creative differences, she also shed light 
on fi nancial challenges, revealing that a portion of 
her payments was sometimes withheld, especially 
if a project underperformed. Without the means or 
inclination to pursue legal action, she often had to 
accept these losses.

She further admitted that staying away from industry 
networking circles may have cost her opportunities. Despite 
these hurdles, Nauheed remains fi rm in her choices, priori-
tising comfort and integrity over compromise. AGENCIES

There is a strong prospect 
that an ordinary day will blos-
som into an extraordinary evening, predicts 
Ganesha. The afternoon may be fi lled with 
stress and tension. However, evening will 
be totally different when you will bask in 
the love and affection of your beloved.

There is a possibility that 
your peers may pass on their 
workload to you, predicts Ga-
nesha. This extra responsibility is hardly 
fun and you will start feeling the pinch 
by afternoon. Evening, however, will be 
different. And why not? After all, you will 
be pampered by your partner's attention.

Innovation is the key to suc-
cess. Let that be your man-
tra today, says Ganesha. 
Unleash your imagination as you seek 
creative solutions to help improve your 
prospects and connect to your work. 
This shall raise your spirits at work. On 
a more personal front, Ganesha says 
you may drain your energy and resourc-
es in your attempt to help others. 

Trouble is brewing and you 
may well have your cauldron 
billowing black smoke, warns 
Ganesha. Toil hard to complete all pend-
ing work and piled up tasks. You may 
also share some of your most treasured 
secrets with your partner today.

Social circles will be buzzing 
with your name and reputa-
tion today. At work, you may 
evoke jealousy in some people, and Gane-
sha advises you to be extremely cautious. 
Remember to vanquish the enmity and 
not your enemies, says Ganesha.

Those into aerobics and 
callisthenics will fi nd 
themselves on the top of 
their game today. Expect a sudden turn 
of events sometime from afternoon. Ga-
nesha sees you prowling the corridors of 
power at work today. You shall synchro-
nise your career and family superbly.

Some people may not 
come across as very bright 
intellectually, but given them 
a chance to speak and they could leave 
their audience speechless. Your commu-
nication skills will stand in good stead for 
you toady, says Ganesha. People will be 
swayed to your point of view, and it won't 
take you much of an effort to convince 
them to believe even the most ludicrous of 
the proposals. Staying composed will help 
you calm the storm brewing in your mind.

Today, your innermost feel-
ings take precedence over 
all else. You may also make a 
short trip on a whim. At your workplace, 
people will fi nd you more sympathetic 
than usual. It's the same with your loved 
ones, who will enjoy your softer side. Do 
this more often, suggests Ganesha.

A nice, smooth day is in the 
offi ng. You will meet some 
people today who will turn out 
to be reliable and trustworthy in the long 
run. No confl icts ought to arise to trip you, 
and you will probably end up rounding off 
the day basking in the affection of your 
near and dear ones, says Ganesha.

It’s a good day to get your 
hands on new valuables, 
says Ganesha — perhaps a new car, 
or even a new house, maybe. So, look 
forward to having to move to a new place 
soon. If you are feeling dejected at work, 
you will have to deal with it yourself.

In the fi rst part of the day, 
your temper will be as volatile 
as sodium in water. A bad day in offi ce and 
it will become as devastating as a dyna-
mite. You need to get your blood pressure 
checked, advises Ganesha. Practice medi-
tation, but don't lose your temper at work. 
The repercussions may be more severe 
than you think. You may try your hand at 
trekking and other adventurous activities, 
which Ganesha thinks is a good idea.

Today, you may want to 
make a short pleasure trip 
somewhere; it may either be 
to a historical place you've not been to, or 
to your role as a family person, caring and 
attentive to your loved ones' needs. Gane-
sha suggests a trip to the nearest park.
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I DIDN’T THINK I DESERVED 
TO BE IN H’WOOD: M CHU

CHARLIZE THERON’S 
PARENTING APPROACH

Filmmaker Jon M Chu says he didn’t think 
he deserved to be in Hollywood until his 
fi lm Crazy Rich Asians turned out to be a 
hit, which he compares to winning a lot-
tery. The director made his debut in 2008 
with Step Up 2: The Streets

Charlize Theron, who is worth an estimated 151 
million pounds, has designed a parenting ap-
proach centred on fi nancial independence, say-
ing her children will be expected to work and 
earn their own way. Theron made the remarks 
during an appearance on a podcast about her 
adopted daughters Jackson and August
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postFUN To solve the Sudoku puzzle, fi ll in the boxes in such a 
manner that every row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.

CHECK FOR SOLUTIONS OF THE PUZZLES TOMORROW

ARIES  

TAURUS

GEMINI

CANCER

LEO

VIRGO

LIBRA

SCORPIO

SAGITTARIUS

CAPRICORN

AQUARIUS

PISCES
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MUMBAI: Actress 
Parineeti Chopra hosted 
actor Imran Khan during 
the latest episode of her 
podcast Mom Talks. 

In a heartfelt con-
versation, the Jaane 
Tu... Ya Jaane Na ac-
tor shared his deeply 
personal journey of 
fatherhood with the 
Chamkila actress.

Sharing a fresh 
perspective towards 
parenting, Imran 
emphasised that he 
never saw parent-
ing as an obliga-
tion, but as a priv-
ilege.  

He was heard 
saying, “I did not 
view it as my du-
ty; I always saw 
it as my privil-
ege. The time I spent with my child is something 
I wanted for myself. It’s not about fulfi lling a role 
but about experiencing joy, love, and connection”, 
he further added.  

The Delhi Belly actor added that parenting 
should never be viewed through the lens of 
gender. He stated that bringing a child up is not 
the responsibility of just one parent but a shared 
experience for both the mother and father.

Sharing his views on co-parenting and equal/
shared parenting to ease pressures on the moth-
ers, Imran said that while family structures 
may alter over time, a child’s emotional secur-
ity should always remain the priority. 

He pointed out that a child thrives the most 
when he feels safe, supported and reassured 
that their parents are in control.  IANS
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New Delhi, May 4: The Su-
preme Court Monday came 
down heavily on Odisha 
courts for imposing “re-
gressive”, “degrading” and 
“abhorrent” bail conditions 
like asking the accused, es-
pecially those belonging 
to Scheduled Tribe (ST) 
community, to clean police 
stations and set them aside.

The court declared the 
“obnoxious” bail conditions 
imposed by the Orissa High 
Court and upheld by a low-
er sessions court as “null 
and void”. 

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Surya Kant 
and Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi urged all courts in the 
country to avoid imposing 
such terms in the future, 
stating that these orders 
refl ect a deep-seated caste-
based bias that undermines 
the constitutional promise 
of a casteless society. 

The apex court had taken 
suo motu cognisance of the 
bail conditions imposed by 
the High Court and district 
courts the in Odisha in a case 
in which members of the Ad-
ivasi and Dalit communities 
were held after protesting 
against land acquisition by 
a corporate entity.

The conditions required 
accused persons, primarily 
from Dalit and Adivasi com-
munities, to clean police 
stations for several months. 

“Unfortunately, the High 
Court, as well as some dis-
trict courts, while granting 
bail in Odisha, are impos-
ing conditions which are 
obnoxious and bring a bad 
name to the image of the 
judiciary,” the CJI said.

“The nature of condi-
tions is so cruel and abhor-
rent that it has the capac-
ity to project the Odisha 
judiciary as caste-biased. 

The most inalienable gift 
by the people through the 
Constitution was a caste-
less society through sub-
stantive equality,” he said.

The bench addressed the 
facts of a specifi c case where 
40 individuals were arrest-
ed, and some received bail 
from the HC. It noted that 
unprecedented conditions, 
like cleaning police sta-
tions for two months, were 
enforced.

“In another order, the 
High Court, while granting 
bail to a petitioner – a simi-
lar such order was passed – 
it has been rightly reported 
that it exposes bias of the 
judiciary since the accused 
belongs to a marginalised 
community and thus justi-
fi ed to subject them to such 

burdensome requirements,” 
the CJI stated. The bench 
pointed out that such con-
ditions were not applied to 
wealthier defendants.

The bench noted that 
between May 2025 and Jan-
uary 2026, six such bail or-
ders were issued by a local 
trial court, all imposing 
similar conditions.

“It has been widely re-
ported that such conditions 
refl ect unarticulated bias of 
Odisha premised on the as-
sumption that individuals 
belong to Adivasi commu-
nities and therefore it would 

be justifi ed to subject them 
to such burdensome re-
quirements,” it noted.

The bench emphasised 
that even if these conditions 
were imposed without out-
right bias, their nature was 
so distasteful and degrading 
that it raised serious doubts 
about the presence of caste-
based discrimination in the 
Odisha judiciary. 

In its ruling, the bench 
cited various judgements 
affi rming that law must 
provide just, fair, and rea-
sonable procedures, thereby 
incorporating substantive 
due process into the consti-
tutional framework.

They reiterated their 
strong disapproval of the de-
grading conditions imposed 
by the Odisha judiciary, 

which are fundamentally vio-
lative of constitutional rights.

The bench also issued 
“omnibus directions” to all 
courts in Odisha to eliminate 
such offensive conditions 
from their orders and avoid 
substituting them with other 
onerous requirements.

“The accused shall con-
tinue to remain in bail and 
shall be deemed to have 
been relieved of the condi-
tions,” it said.

The top court asked the 
registrar of the Orissa High 
Court to comply with the or-
der in four weeks.

SC slams Odisha judiciary 
for ‘regressive’ bail terms

The top court noted that unprecedented bail conditions, like cleaning 
police stations for two months, were enforced by the Orissa HC

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar/Ahmed-
abad, May 4: After success-
ful roadshows in Hyderabad 
and Kolkata, Odisha is now 
set to take its investment 
momentum to Gujarat, with 
Chief Minister Mohan Cha-
ran Majhi embarking on a 
three-day visit to the west-
ern state Tuesday. 

Building a strong indus-
trial bridge between east 
and west, the visit aims 
to deepen business link-

ages with Gujarat’s man-
ufacturing strength while 
opening new opportunities 
in Odisha’s rapidly expand-
ing sectors. With a focus 
on textiles, chemicals & 
petrochemicals, metals & 
downstream industries, and 
pharmaceuticals, the visit 
is expected to generate in-
vestment intents from west 
coast of India. The outreach 
will also strengthen engage-
ment with Odia diaspora in 
Gujarat, connecting them to 
the state’s growth story.

Ahead of the visit, the 
CM said, “Odisha is fast 
emerging as a preferred in-
vestment destination with 

strong infrastructure and 
a skilled workforce. This 
Gujarat outreach will open 
new opportunities for our 
people, while creating jobs 
across key sectors in the 
state. We see this three-day 
visit as a milestone to at-
tract investments and invite 
industry partners to be part 
of Odisha’s growth journey 
towards a Samruddha Odi-
sha by 2036.”

According to reports, a 
fl agship investors’ road-
show will be held in Ahmed-

abad May 5, followed by 
roundtable discussions with 
top business leaders and 
one-on-one meetings with 
leading industry players, 
enabling focused and re-
sult-oriented engagements.

Several MoUs and ex-
change of investment inten-
tion forms are expected to 
be signed, refl ecting grow-
ing investor confi dence in 
Odisha. Discussions will be 
centered on high-potential 
sectors including chemicals 
and petrochemicals, metal 
and downstream industries, 
pharmaceuticals and medi-
cal devices, and textiles and 
apparel.

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 4: 
Deputy Chief Minister Pra-
vati Parida Monday dis-
bursed fi nancial assistance 
of over `61 crore to more 
than 79,000 benefi ciaries, 
who had earlier missed the 
fi rst, second, or third instal-
ments of ‘Subhadra’ scheme 
due to various reasons, offi -
cials said.

Parida released the aid to 
the benefi ciaries’ bank 
accounts through the 
direct benefi t transfer 
(DBT) system from the 
conference hall of the Wom-
en and Child Development 
department here.

The women were exclud-
ed from the scheme due to 
issues like inactive NPCI 
linkage, e-KYC biometric 
errors, and pending griev-
ance resolutions.

According to offi cial data, 
a total of 21,901 benefi ciaries 
received the fi rst instal-

ment, 22,347 got the second 
instalment, and 79,601 bene-
fi ciaries were provided with 
the third instalment under 

the ambitious women-cen-
tric scheme of the BJP 
government. The disburse-
ment was made after due 
verifi cation and resolution 
of cases pending at various 
administrative levels, the 
offi cials said.

Parida reaffi rmed the 
government’s commitment 
to ensuring that no eligible 
benefi ciary is left out, em-

phasising that all genuine 
cases will be addressed 
through a robust system of 
verifi cation and grievance 

redressal.
She reiterated that 

‘Subhadra’ scheme 
marks a signifi cant 

step towards advancing 
women’s fi nancial empow-
erment in the state.

She also reviewed the sta-
tus of left-out benefi ciaries 
with district administra-
tions, including Ganjam, 
Jajpur, and Kalahandi, and 
directed offi cials to expedite 
the verifi cation process to 
ensure timely inclusion of 
all eligible benefi ciaries.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Fort Lauderdale, May 4: 
The fi rst pack of beagles 
removed from a Wisconsin 
dog breeding and research 
facility that was the site of 
recent protests seemed to 
know right away that they 
were safe.

“They started within an 
hour or so coming up to us, 
seeking attention. Some 
crawled into people’s laps. 
Every single one of them is su-
per sweet,” Lauree Simmons, 
president and founder of Big 
Dog Ranch Rescue, said Sun-
day. “I think they are loving 
the attention. I just know they 
know they are safe.”

Big Dog Ranch Rescue 
and the Center for a Hu-
mane Economy negotiated 
a confi dential agreement to 
purchase the 1,500 dogs for 
an undisclosed price from 
Ridglan Farms, where po-
lice used tear gas and pep-
per spray to repel activists 
trying to take beagles from 
the facility last month. Pro-

testers also broke into the 
facility in March and took 
30 dogs. Sixty-three people 
were referred by the sheriff’s 
department to the district at-
torney for potential charges 
related to that break-in.

Talks to purchase the an-
imals began months before 
the April disturbance, and 
Simmons said her group 
wasn’t connected to the pro-
tests. Now, Big Dog Ranch 
Rescue is working with 
partners all over the coun-
try to fi nd homes for 1,000 
of the dogs, while the Cen-
ter for a Humane Economy 

is taking the rest. 
Simmons said her group 

has received over 700 adop-
tion applications, but it 
might take some time be-
fore the hounds are ready 
for their new homes as the 
organisation screens poten-
tial dog parents, moves the 
animals to shelters around 
the country and ensures 
the beagles are housebro-
ken. 

The fi rst 300 dogs were 
taken from Ridglan Friday, 
with more scheduled for re-
moval over the next week. 
The animal groups have set 

up a staging area with play 
yards in Wisconsin, where 
the dogs are being vaccinat-
ed, microchipped, spayed or 
neutered and prepared for 
transport, Simmons said. 
Big Dog Ranch Rescue has 
already started moving dogs 
to its location in western 
Palm Beach County, Florida.

Beagles are the most com-
mon breed of dog used for 
animal testing, primarily 
because of their smaller size 
and gentle temperament. 
They are just so trusting 
and docile and calm and 
forgiving. That is why they 
are the most chosen dogs for 
animal testing. And so we 
are going to take one of the 
sweetest, kindest, most trust-
ing breeds and abuse them? 
This is wrong. This needs to 
stop,” Simmons said.

About 1,000 activists from 
across the country came to 
Ridglan Farms in the rural 
village of Blue Mounds, 
about 40 km southwest of 
Madison, April 18 in an at-
tempt to take the beagles.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kota, May 4: A youth was 
forced to lick the sole of a 
shoe as an apology after he 
was caught allegedly scam-
ming women in a village 
in Bundi district by lur-
ing them with promises of 
benefi ts from various gov-
ernment schemes and the 
approval of houses under 
PM Awas Yojana, collect-
ing money from them in 
the process. 

The villagers later re-
leased the youth and chose 
not to fi le a complaint with 

the police. However, the in-
cident came to light Sunday 
afternoon when a video clip 
of the event went viral on 
social media. 

According to locals, the 
youth arrived in Kabri vil-
lage under Hindoli police 
station Saturday, present-
ing himself as a village de-
velopment offi cer (VDO). 

He interacted with the 
villagers, enticing women 
with benefi ts from gov-
ernment schemes and al-
legedly requesting between 
`1,000 and `2,000 for the 
necessary formalities to 
access these benefi ts. Some 
women even gave him mon-
ey. However, other villag-
ers, including some young 
men, became suspicious of 
his claims. 

When questioned about 
his identity and asked to pro-
duce an ID card, the youth 
admitted that he was not a 
legitimate government offi -

cial and returned the money 
he had extorted. 

To teach him a lesson, the 
villagers made him lick the 
sole of a shoe three times 
while he repeatedly apolo-
gised, declaring, “I will not 
repeat such a mean act in 
the future.” 

In response to the viral 
video, Hindoli police identi-
fi ed the fake VDO as Manraj 
Prajapat, a resident of Rein 
village under Dablana po-
lice station in the same dis-
trict. Despite the incident, 
no case was registered due 
to the lack of complaints.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 4: A 
48-year-old woman, who 
was travelling with her hus-
band on a motorcycle, died 
Monday afternoon after a 
container truck crushed 
her near Palasuni foot over 
bridge under Mancheswar 
police station here. Her 
husband sustained minor 
injuries. 

The deceased was identi-
fi ed as Namita Raula. 

Police said Namita was 
moving towards Rasulgarh 

with her husband when the 
truck hit their motorcycle 
from the rear. 

The duo fell on the road 
and the truck ran over Na-
mita killing her on the spot 
while her husband sustained 
minor injuries. Enraged lo-
cals vandalised the truck 
following the incident.  

“We’ve detained the 
driver and seized the vehi-
cle from the spot and fur-
ther investigation into the 
matter is underway,” said 
Mancheswar IIC Dayanidhi 
Nayak.

Youth forced to lick shoe in Raj village
The youth, identifying 
himself as VDO, tried 
to dupe women luring 
them of benefi ts under 
government schemes

1,500 beagles to get new lease of life

79K benefi ciaries receive `61cr

SUBHADRA MONEY

Woman dies as truck 
hits motorcycle in City

CM embarks on 
3-day Gujarat visit

FUTURE IN PERIL: Children at Durgapur under Mayurbhanj’s Kaptipada block forced to study under unsafe conditions in a dilapidated house sans an Anganwadi Centre
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WEATHER

BBSR         CTC
Max Temp

Min Temp

Humidity

Rainfall

35.2° 34.2°
23.2° 21.2°
83% 85%

Nil Nil

FORECAST

Light to 
moderate rain or 

thunderstorm very 
likely to occur 

MARKET WATCH

GOLD  `149,129   `2,223

SILVER ̀ 242,500   ̀ 3,802

DOLLAR  95.37   0.26

EURO     111.70   0.10

SENSEX 77269.40   1342.27

NIFTY     24119.30   355.90
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Bhubaneswar, May 4: Chief 
Minister Mohan Charan Ma-
jhi said Monday that the BJP’s 
stupendous performance in 
West Bengal, where the saf-
fron party is all set to form its 
government, reflects a transi-
tion from fear to trust.

Majhi issued a series of social 
media posts hailing the BJP’s 
performance and joined a ‘Vi-
jay Utsav’ at the party’s state 
headquarters here.

“This mandate is more than 
an electoral outcome. It is a 
resounding call for change, a 
transition from bhay (fear) to 
bharosha (trust), signalling a 
collective aspiration for prog-
ress, stability, and principled 

governance,” Majhi said in an 
X post.

Stating that the ancient spirit 
of Anga (Bihar), Banga (West Ben-
gal) and Kalinga (Odisha) fi nds its 
renewed expression on the day, 
the Chief Minister congratulated 
the people of West Bengal and ev-
ery BJP worker who gave their 
“sweat, dedication, and convic-
tion” to this cause.

“This victory is a testament to 
the people’s unwavering faith in 
the leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and his trans-
formative vision of Purvoday,” 
Majhi, who also campaigned in 
the neighbouring state, said in 
the social media post.

The Chief Minister said a new 
dawn of progress is unfolding 
in West Bengal and this man-

date marks the beginning of a 
new era of accelerated growth 
and opportunity, strengthening 
the collective journey towards 
a ‘Viksit Bharat’.

Majhi also congratulated the 
people of Assam on the NDA’s 
win in the northeastern state. 
He said this is a mandate for an 
unprecedented third consecu-
tive term for the BJP and its al-
lies. “This resounding endorse-
ment is a powerful testament to 
the people’s unwavering trust 
in the transformative vision of 
Prime Minister @narendramo-
di and the dynamic leadership 
of Chief Minister @himantabi-
swa,” Majhi said in another post.

May this renewed mandate 
serve as a catalyst for acceler-
ated progress, prosperity, and 

truly inclusive development, 
not just for Assam, but for the 
entire Northeast, he added.

Majhi, in another post, also 
congratulated the people of 
Puducherry on the NDA’s win 
in the Union Territory.

“This renewed mandate is 
a clear affi rmation of the peo-
ple’s unwavering trust in the 
visionary leadership of Prime 
Minister @narendramodi and 
their continued faith in gover-
nance driven by accountabili-
ty, development, and the wel-
fare of all,” he said.

Majhi expressed hope that 
this consecutive mandate 
would further accelerate prog-
ress, expand opportunities, 
and bring lasting prosperity to 
Puducherry.

Bengal poll results show shift from fear to trust: CM

Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi, Deputy CM KV Singh Deo, state BJP chief Manmohan Samal and Revenue & Disaster Management Minister Suresh Pujari among 
others celebrate the party’s performance in West Bengal, Assam and Puducherry polls, during ‘Vijay Utsav’ in Bhubaneswar, Monday  PIC: BIKASH NAYAK

PNN & AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 4: Deputy 
Chief Minister Kanak Vardhan 
Singh Deo Monday inaugurated 
a state-of-the-art Power System 
Simulation Laboratory (PSSL) 
of Odisha Power Transmission 
Corporation Limited (OPTCL) 
at its Power Training Centre in 
Chandaka area, stating that the 
initiative refl ects the state’s com-
mitment to building a modern, 
reliable, and technology-driven 
power sector in line with the vi-
sion of ‘Viksit Odisha’.

The laboratory aims to signifi -
cantly enhance OPTCL’s techni-
cal capabilities in power system 
planning, grid management, and 
operational reliability.

Equipped with advanced 
simulation tools, the facility 
will enable engineers to model 
complex grid scenarios, analyse 
load fl ow, assess system stabil-

ity, and simulate fault condi-
tions in real time.

“These capabilities are ex-
pected to strengthen the resil-
ience and effi ciency of Odisha’s 
transmission network, while 
supporting the integration of 
renewable energy and meeting 
the state’s growing power de-

mand,” an OPTCL offi cial said.
Addressing the gathering, 

Singh Deo, who also holds the 
Energy portfolio, emphasised 
that a robust transmission 
network is fundamental to a 
developed Odisha.

He noted that the new labora-
tory would empower engineers 

to anticipate challenges, opti-
mise grid operations, and en-
sure uninterrupted, high-qual-
ity power supply across sectors, 
including industry, agriculture, 
and households.

“The initiative refl ects the 
government’s commitment to 
building a modern, reliable, and 
technology-driven power sector 
aligned with the vision of ‘Viksit 
Odisha’,” Singh Deo said.

Speaking on the occasion, 
OPTCL Chairman-cum-Man-
aging Director Bhaskar Jyoti 
Sarma described the laboratory 
as a centre of excellence for ca-
pacity building, research, and 
innovation in power system 
studies. He added that it would 
provide hands-on training to 
OPTCL and State Load Despatch 
Centre (SLDC) engineers, en-
able data-driven decision-mak-
ing, and enhance preparedness 
for grid contingencies.

Simulation lab refl ects reliable power vision: Dy CM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Berhampur, May 4: Disabili-
ty has not deterred the visually 
and hearing-impaired students 
from the path of success as all 
25 students from the two special 
schools for the blind and deaf 
here in Ganjam district cleared 
the annual Class X state board 
examination this year, offi cials 
said Monday.

The result of the High School 
Certifi cate (HSC) examina-
tion was published Saturday. 
Twelve students from the Red 
Cross School for the Blind and 
13 hearing-impaired students 
from the Helen Keller Red Cross 
School for the Deaf here cleared 
their HSC exam this year. Both 
schools have achieved 100 per 
cent results for the past several 
years, school offi cials said.

The Red Cross School for the 
Blind has achieved 100 per cent 
results for the last 43 years, said 
Priya Ranjan Mahakuda, the 
school’s principal.

Altogether 12 visually-im-
paired students, including 
three girls, who appeared for 
the HSC examination this year, 
successfully passed the test, 
said Mahakuda.

Two boys secured B1 grade 

by scoring above 70 per cent 
of marks, while eight other 
students got B2 grade with 60 
to 69 per cent, and two other 
students achieved C grade (50 
-59 per cent), he said.

Since the fi rst batch of stu-
dents in 1983, the residential 
school for the visually-impaired 
students has achieved cent per 
cent results in the matriculation 
examination. The teaching staff 
in the residential school took 
extra care of the students for 
their success in the examina-
tion, which is why the school 
achieved 100 per cent results in 
all the years, said the principal.

He said that the school was 
established in 1974 to impart 
school education to visually-im-
paired children in the state. The 
school has developed its own in-
frastructure facilities recently.

In the classroom, students are 
taught using Braille textbooks. 
They, however, appeared for the 
examination through the help-
er-writer. The blind students 
dictated the answers to the writ-
er, who was a junior student to 
them, said Mahakuda.

Most of the students who 
passed from the school are now 
working in different organisa-
tions, including government 

sectors across the country, said 
Nabeen Satapathy, a retired 
principal of the school.

Jitendra Sahu, a visually 
impaired student in the school 
who secured a B1 grade in the 
examination, wants to pursue 
Class XII in college. Similarly, 
others who passed the HSC ex-
amination also want to pursue 
higher studies.

Earlier, students admitted 
to the school faced diffi culties 
due to the non-availability of 
Braille textbooks. In the last 
several years, the government 
has supplied the test books for 
the students, which are print-
ed in the Braille press, the only 
press located here.

“We have printed the Braille 
textbooks for Class X and other 
classes and supplied those to 
different institutes free of cost, 
following the government’s direc-
tion,” said Prakash Narayan Rath, 
manager of the government-run 
computerised Braille press here.

All our 13 students have also 
cleared their HSC exam this 
year. The school has achieved 
100 per cent results for the 
last three decades, said Bau-
ribandhu Nayak, principal 
of Helen Keller Red Cross 
School for the Deaf.

Class X: Schools for blind 
& deaf secure 100% result

DRIEMS, OUTR ink pact
on tech edu & research
CUTTACK: A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed 
between DRIEMS University, 
Cuttack and Odisha University 
of Technology and Research 
(OUTR), Bhubaneswar Monday.  
The MoU focuses on educational 
development and research, 
teacher training, teacher-student 
exchange, organising national 
and international workshops, 
curriculum and infrastructure 
development-based Center of 
Excellence (CoE) facilities, project 
preparation, and the exchange 
of new technology. The special 
programme was attended 
by DRIEMS University Vice-
Chancellor Prakash Kumar Hota, 
Registrar Krushna Prasad Pati, 
Dean Biswaranjan Mohanty and 
Assistant Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering department Chandan 
Kumar Sethi. On behalf of 
OUTR, Vice-Chancellor Bibhuti 
Bhusan Biswal, Registrar Meera 
Viswavandya, Mechanical 
Engineering department Head 
Sudhansu Sekhar Sahoo and 
Pramod Kumar Parida were 
present.  DRIEMS University 
Founder Chairman Pramod 
Chandra Rath, Administrative 
Director Balaram Kar, Director 
Pradeepta Chandra Rath and 
Director Chinmayee Rath noted 
that the partnership is a vital step 
towards achievement of excellence 
in technical education and 
providing students and teachers 
with world-class opportunities.

BJP ‘captures’ states using
Central agencies: Oppn

As the BJP is set to form its 
government in West Ben-

gal, Odisha’s opposition par-
ties, the BJD and Congress, al-
leged Monday that the saffron 
party “captures” states using 
Central agencies and “does not 
win” through people’s votes.

The BJP, on the other hand, 
claimed that TMC supremo and 
West Bengal Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has been taught 
a lesson for insulting Lord Ja-
gannath by naming a Digha 
temple a “dham”.

“They (BJP) are 
winning elections 
by hook or by 
crook by using ECI, 
ED, CBI and other 
agencies. There is 
no magic behind 
the elections in 
West Bengal and 
Assam. Had there 
been any magic, why did chief 
ministers, Union ministers 
and scores of leaders from 
different parts of the country 
campaign in West Bengal?” 
Pramila Mallik asked.

Replying to a question, the 
BJD leader said that the BJP’s 
rise in West Bengal would not 
impact any regional party in 
eastern India. “How can it im-
pact regional parties? Has TMC 
been fi nished? Mamata is fi ght-
ing, and the manner in which 
the BJP people attacked the 
woman leader shows the BJP’s 
hollow commitment to women’s 
empowerment,” Mallik said.

“They (BJP) have used all 
means against a woman lead-
er; they used all means to cap-
ture the state,” the 7-time MLA 
and former minister said.

Mallik also accused the BJP 
of misleading the people of 
both Odisha and Bengal.

Odisha Congress president 

Bhakta Charan Das also criti-
cised the BJP and alleged that 
the saffron party have manip-
ulated polls. “BJP’s election 
management has a big role be-
hind this. You see how Rs 10,000 
was transferred to the account 
of voters during the Bihar polls. 
This is totally against the elec-
tion norms. They violate all 
rules. How could a Parliament 
session be convened when the 
election process in Bengal was 
underway? This session aimed 

to motivate women 
voters of Bengal. The 
Election Commission 
did not stop it,” he 
said.

This election could 
be the victory of the 
Election Commis-
sion, Das claimed.

“They (BJP) have 
captured states, not 

through votes but by their poll 
management and ECI," Das 
said, wondering how the anti-in-
cumbency could not become a 
factor in Assam while it is ap-
plicable for West Bengal. Senior 
BJP leader and Deputy Chief 
Minister Pravati Parida in an 
X post said, “BJP victorious in 
Anga (Bihar), Banga (Bengal) 
and Kalinga (Odisha).”

Parida, who hails from Puri 
district, claimed that Mama-
ta Banerjee was taught a les-
son for daring to insult Lord 
Jagannath by naming Digha 
temple a “dham”. “Mahapra-
bhu Shri Jagannath does not 
tolerate arrogance; this has 
been proven in the West Ben-
gal elections. After her broth-
er (BJD chief Naveen Patnaik) 
suffered the consequences of 
dishonouring Mahaprabhu 
Shri Jagannath, now sister 
Mamata’s arrogance has been 
shattered,” Parida said.

BJP CLAIMED THAT 
TMC SUPREMO AND 
WEST BENGAL CM 

MAMATA BANERJEE 
HAS BEEN TAUGHT A 

LESSON FOR INSULTING 
LORD JAGANNATH 

BY NAMING A DIGHA 
TEMPLE A “DHAM”

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 4: The 
Odisha State Handloom Weav-
ers’ Cooperative Society Ltd 
(Boyanika), established in 1956 
under the aegis of the state gov-
ernment, has emerged as a key 
institution in India’s handloom 
sector, symbolising heritage, 
trust and collective progress.

As Boyanika completes 70 
years May 5, the milestone 
marks not just its longevity but 
its sustained efforts in connect-
ing rural weavers of Odisha to 
national and global markets 
while ensuring their livelihood 
and dignity.

Founded at a time when tra-
ditional weavers faced declin-
ing patronage and limited mar-
ket access, Boyanika emerged 
as a structured platform en-
suring fair trade, transparency 
and sustainable opportunities. 
From modest beginnings, it has 

grown into a multi-dimensional 
organisation with a turnover of 
Rs 233 crore.

It now operates a network 
of 40 retail outlets across Odi-
sha and in major cities such as 
New Delhi and Kolkata. These 
outlets serve not just as points 
of sale but as showcases of the 
state’s rich handloom heritage, 
refl ecting tradition, skill and 
cultural identity.

Beyond its scale and reach, 
Boyanika is defi ned by the 
trust it commands. As a gov-

ernment-backed institution, it 
is synonymous with authentic-
ity and integrity, assuring cus-
tomers that every product is a 
genuine handwoven creation 
that directly supports weavers’ 
livelihoods.

At a time dominated by 
mechanised production and 
imitation, Boyanika contin-
ues to preserve traditional 
weaves such as Sambalpuri, 
Bomkai, Berhampuri, Kotpad 
and Khandua, reflecting Odi-
sha’s cultural essence. 

Weaving trust, tradition & livelihoods
BOYANIKA AT 70

AGENCIES

Bhubaneswar, May 4: Opposi-
tion BJD and Congress Monday 
came down heavily on the state 
government following a broad 
daylight attack on a 35-year-old 
man in Kanas of Puri.

BJD president Naveen Pat-
naik and OPCC chief Bhakta 
Charan Das expressed deep 
concern after a video went viral 
showing a group of miscreants 
chasing Mrutyunjaya Bharimal 
of Dokanda village in a crowd-
ed marketplace and launching 
a violent assault using a sharp 
weapon. The attackers also hit 
Bharimal with a motorcycle, 
creating panic in the area.

Patnaik said the incident in 
Kanas clearly shows that law-
lessness in Odisha has crossed 
all limits. “In what direction is 
the BJP government taking Odis-
ha? The sight of miscreants band-
ing together in broad daylight to 
brutally and mercilessly carry 
out a fatal attack on a young 
man has left the entire populace 
of Odisha shaken and terrifi ed,” 
he said in a post on X. He alleged 
that the BJP government has ut-
terly failed to ensure a safe envi-
ronment for the people.

The OPCC chief said, “The 
incident of brutal violence in 
Kanas raises serious concerns 
over the prevailing law and or-
der situation in the state. Even 
after 24 hours, the absence of 
prompt and decisive action is 
deeply concerning. The people 
of Odisha deserve a secure en-
vironment. The BJP govern-
ment must act fi rmly without 
delay to uphold law and order.”

Meanwhile, Dharmapada 
Badajena, Chandrakanta Jena, 
Chinmay Gajendra, and Ajay 
Baliarsingh have been arrested 
in connection with the incident.

Kanas attack: Oppn
slams govt; 4 held

POST NEWS NETWORK

Koraput, May 4: The Central 
University of Odisha (CUO), 
Koraput Monday felicitated 
students of its Sanskrit depart-
ment for excelling in the IKS 
Olympiad held August 12, 2025.

The olympiad, organised by 
the Central Sanskrit Univer-
sity, New Delhi, aims at pro-
moting the Indian Knowledge 
System (IKS) among universi-
ty students.

Nabin Kumar Pradhan, 
Assistant Professor and in-
charge of the department, 
said Subhashree Mishra and 
Rupesh Kumar Pradhan, both 
MA fourth semester students, 
secured gold and silver medals, 
respectively, in the recently-de-
clared results.

Vice Chancellor (i/c) 
NC Panda felicitated the 
winners and lauded their 
achievement. He said the 
National Education Poli-
cy emphasises the IKS as a 
means to reconnect with the 
country’s educational roots, 
and expressed pride in CUO 
students’ strong grounding 
in tradition and heritage.

The students were mentored 
by faculty members Nabin 
Pradhan, Sanjib Sarkar and 
Debasish Karmakar.

IKS Olympiad: CUO
students honoured
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� What key initiatives or re-
forms do you plan to introduce 
to enhance the Guild’s relevance 
and effectiveness?

� Our priority is to take the 
Editors Guild beyond Delhi and 
strengthen its national presence. We 
will expand activities in regional 
centres like Bhubaneswar, engage 
more closely with local editors, and 
create platforms for dialogue and 
collaboration. This will make the 
Guild more inclusive, responsive, 
and better aligned with the needs of 
journalists across India.

� What role can the EGI play 
in strengthening regional jour-
nalism, especially in states like 
Odisha?

� Odisha has a strong news-
paper readership, even though 
its media ecosystem is smaller 
than states like West Bengal or 
Maharashtra. This creates an im-
portant opportunity to strengthen 
regional journalism in the state. 
The Guild can support this by 
building closer ties with local 
journalists and media in-
stitutions, strength-
ening networks, and 
enabling knowl-
edge-sharing to ad-
dress resource 
constraints in 
newsrooms. 
Going for-
ward, 
regular 
Guild en-

gagements in Bhubaneswar can 
provide a platform for dialogue, 
capacity-building, and greater na-
tional attention to regional media 
issues.

� How do you assess the cur-
rent state of press freedom in 
India? 
� I am concerned about the state 
of press freedom in India, with 
growing constraints on the media’s 
independence and transparency. 
For example, during recent cover-
age of developments in West Asia, 
access to on-ground information 
and authentic visuals was limited, 
with much of the content appearing 
fi ltered or controlled. This raises 
serious concerns about the fl ow of 

credible, unbiased news. 
Such trends highlight 

a broader challenge: 
restrictions on free 
reporting that ulti-
mately undermine 
the public’s right 
to accurate infor-
mation.

� How should traditional me-
dia respond to misinformation, 
fake news?
� Misinformation has grown 
rapidly in scale, speed, and so-
phistication, driven by digital plat-
forms and advances in AI, making 
it harder to detect and counter. In 
this environment, traditional me-
dia must reinforce rigorous veri-
fi cation, fact-checking, and edito-
rial standards, while maintaining 
transparency to rebuild public 
trust. A major concern is the am-
plifi cation of misinformation by 
infl uential voices, which blurs 
the line between fact and false-
hood and makes it more diffi cult 
for audiences to identify credible 
journalism. 

� How you see AI role in jour-
nalism?
� AI is becoming an important 
tool in journalism and cannot be 
ignored or sidelined. However, it 
must be used primarily as an aid, 
not a substitute for editorial judge-
ment. While AI can support tasks 
like background research, data 
analysis, and effi ciency in report-
ing, it cannot replace active, on-
ground, human journalism. The 
strength of journalism lies in veri-
fi cation, context, and independent 
reporting—areas where human 
oversight is essential. Over-reli-
ance on AI without editorial control 
risks undermining credibility, so it 
should be used carefully as a sup-
port system, not a decision-maker. 
AI must support journalism, not 
replace human judgement.

EGI to help strengthen regional 
journalism: Sanjay Kapoor

Sanjay Kapoor is a veteran Indian journalist and President of Editors Guild of India (EGI), 
elected unopposed in late 2025. With decades of editorial experience, he is best known for his 

work as Editor of ‘Hardnews Magazine’. Widely respected for his expertise in foreign affairs and 
political strategy, Kapoor has long been a prominent voice on South Asian geopolitics and media 

ethics. In an exclusive interaction with Arindam Ganguly of Orissa POST, during his current 
visit to the state capital, he spoke on key contemporary issues like the role of EGI in safeguarding 
editorial independence, the state of press freedom in India, the growing challenge of misinformation, 

and the impact of emerging technologies such as artifi cial intelligence on journalism

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nandapur/Padua, 
May 4: Three women 
were killed and another 
person was critically in-
jured after a tree got up-
rooted and fell on them 
during a Kalbaisakhi 
storm at a weekly market 
in Peda Baaili on the Odi-
sha-Andhra Pradesh bor-
der Monday afternoon.

The deceased have 
been identifi ed as Seeta-
ma Khara, 40, and Tilat-
ama Khara, 30; both from 
Jarai village under Pan-
thlung panchayat in Nan-
dapur block of Koraput 
district, and Mani Pampa 
of Panthlung village.

According to offi cials, 
strong winds and heavy 
rain lashed the area 
causing a large tree in 
the middle of the crowd-
ed marketplace to give 
way trapping several 
people underneath.

Seetama and Tilatama 
died on the spot after 
being crushed by the 
tree. Mani Pampa and 
Ramchandra Pampa sus-
tained serious injuries 
and were shifted to the 
Munchimput primary 
health centre in Andhra 

Pradesh for treatment. 
Mani later succumbed to 
her injuries while under-
going treatment.

Police and fi re services 
personnel from Mun-
chimput rushed to the 
site and cut through the 
fallen tree to recover the 
bodies. The bodies were 
sent to the local health 
facility for post-mortem.

Pottangi MLA Rama 
Chandra Kadam visited 
the site, expressed con-
dolences to the bereaved 
families, and held dis-
cussions with Andhra 
Pradesh offi cials to en-
sure prompt medical 
care for the injured. He 
also urged the Koraput 
district administration 
to provide Red Cross as-
sistance to the victims’ 
families.

Nandapur Block De-
velopment Offi cer and 
acting tehsildar Durga 
Prasad Dora informed 
District Collector Manoj 
Satyawan Mahajan about 
the incident and said fur-
ther action would be tak-
en as per directions.

Local sarpanch Pooja 
Khil and social worker 
Akash Khil, along with 
family members of the de-
ceased, are in discussions 
with Andhra Pradesh 
offi cials and the market 
committee seeking com-
pensation.

Athamallik: A woman died after being 
attacked by an elephant while collecting 
kendu leaves in a forest near Nuagaon 
village under Madhapur forest range 
and Athamallik forest division of Angul 
district, offi cials said. Jyotsna Biswal, 40, 
of Madhapur area was attacked by the 
elephant Monday morning. Other women 
who had gone to collect kendu leaves 
heard her screams and raised an alarm, 
causing the elephant to retreat. Biswal 
was taken to the Madhapur hospital for 
initial treatment before being shifted 
in an 108 ambulance to the Athamal-
lik Sub-Divisional Hospital, where she 
was pronounced dead by attending 
physicians. On being informed, Forest 
department offi cials including Foresters 
Santosh Kumar Nayak and Subrata 
Satapathy reached the hospital and took 
stock of the situation. Athamallik police 
also reached the hospital, conducted a 
post-mortem and handed over the body 
to the family members. Madhapur Range 
Offi cer Swadhin Samal and Forester 
Santosh Kumar Nayak visited the victim’s 
home and provided the family `30,000 in 
immediate fi nancial assistance. 

Baripada: A two-and-a-half-year-old 
boy was killed after being run over by 
a private bus at Baripada bus stand in 
Mayurbhanj district Monday, police 
said. The child, identifi ed as Lipun 
Hansda of Andhari village under Kuli-
ana police limits, died while undergo-
ing treatment at the district headquar-
ters hospital. According to offi cials, the 
boy was travelling with his family to 
Dangadih under Badasahi police limits. 
They had reached the Baripada bus 
stand by an auto-rickshaw and were 
waiting to board a bus. During this 
time, the family went to a nearby shop 
to buy ice cream. At around 12:30pm, 
a private bus bound for Chandaneswar 
allegedly entered the bus stand at 
speed and hit the child and his mother. 
Both fell to the ground, and the bus ran 
over the boy’s thigh. The mother sus-
tained minor injuries. Police seized the 
vehicle and launched an investigation. 
Local residents blamed poor manage-
ment and congestion at the bus stand 
for the accident. They alleged that 
buses operate in a haphazard manner, 
endangering passengers. 

Woman killed in
elephant attack

Toddler dies after
bus runs over him

3 women killed as tree
gives way during storm

POST NEWS NETWORK 

Jharsuguda, May 4: Pro-
longed heatwave conditions 
across the state have triggered 
a growing water crisis, with 
several rivers drying up in 
Odisha. The situation has wors-
ened for Mahanadi River, with 
reduced fl ow affecting liveli-
hoods in border areas.

Residents allege that mul-
tiple dams and barrages con-
structed upstream in Chhat-
tisgarh are holding back wa-
ter during the non-monsoon 
season, disrupting the river’s 
natural fl ow into Odisha. This 
has led to drought-like condi-
tions in several villages along 
the river. Conversely, during 
the monsoon, sudden release 

of water from these structures 
often triggers fl ooding in down-
stream areas of the state.

Villages near where the 

river enters Odisha includ-
ing Sukhasoda, Mahulapali, 
Muhudi, Tarabha, Chikhili, 
Tiligi, Kusmel and Palsada 

face a dual crisis of drought 
and floods, leaving residents 
in persistent distress.

At the interstate border, 
gates of the Kalma Barrage in 
Chhattisgarh are reportedly 
kept mostly closed, with only 

minimal water release. As a 
result, the riverbed and islets 
have dried up in many stretch-
es, intensifying water scarcity 
in riverside villages.

The lack of water has disrupt-
ed agriculture, while local fi sh-
erfolk have lost their primary 
source of income due to the ab-
sence of fi sh in the depleted riv-
er. Crop losses are mounting, 
and residents are struggling 
even for drinking water.

With the Mahanadi Water 
Disputes Tribunal yet to deliver 
a resolution, hardships contin-
ue to mount for people in these 
areas. Locals have called for 
urgent coordination between 
the two states and immediate 
intervention by the tribunal to 
fi nd a lasting solution.

Farmers, fi sherfolk worry as Mahanadi goes dry
At the interstate 
border, gates of 

the Kalma Barrage 
in Chhattisgarh 
are reportedly 

kept mostly 
closed, with only 

minimal water 
release
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A
s the economic con-
sequences of US 
President Donald 
Trump's war against 

Iran become evident, policy-
makers around the world are 
running out of patience. The 
recent Spring Meetings of the 
International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank in Washing-
ton made this abundantly 
clear, with UK Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Rachel Reeves 
lamenting the "folly" of a war 
that is "not ours."

But much of the cost will 
be borne by the United States 
itself. The immediate effects 
are visible: a sharp rise in gas 
prices, infl ation climbing to a 
two-year high, and growing 
concerns that, as consumers 
cut back on spending to offset 
higher costs, unemployment 
will rise. While these short-
term shocks are serious, a 
major risk that has received 
less attention is that the dol-
lar could lose its status as the 
world's primary trade and re-
serve currency.

The decline of a reserve 
currency is a slow process. 
The British pound ceded its 
dominance to the US dollar 
over roughly two decades, be-
ginning in the 1920s. As Barry 
Eichengreen has noted, the 
Roman denarius—arguably 
the world's fi rst internation-
al currency—also unraveled 
over a long period, starting 
when Emperor Nero debased 
it in the fi rst century CE.

Any international currency 
ultimately depends on trust. I 
witnessed this during my time 
as chief economic adviser to 
the Indian government under 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh. On August 5, 2011, S&P 
downgraded the US long-term 
credit rating from AAA to 
AA+, fueling fears of immedi-
ate capital fl ight. Instead, the 
opposite happened: money 

fl owed into the US economy. In 
the face of global turbulence, 
investors trusted that the US 
would honor its obligations, 
no matter the cost.

That trust, a cornerstone 
of soft power, is rapidly erod-
ing. Samantha Power, the 
former administrator of the 
US Agency for International 
Development (USAID), high-
lighted this in a recent lecture 
at Cornell University, where 
she criticized the Trump ad-
ministration's decision to dis-
mantle the agency. The abrupt 
and "heartless" manner in 
which it was shut down, she 
said, halted humanitarian 
aid without warning, leading 
to immense suffering among 
populations around the world 
that had depended on its con-
tinuity.

The closure of USAID, 
alongside Trump's military 
adventures in Iran and Vene-
zuela and relentless attacks on 
long-standing allies like Can-
ada and Denmark, has cast a 
shadow over America's global 
standing and trustworthiness. 
This, in turn, puts the dollar's 
hegemonic status at risk.

To understand the potential 

cost, consider seigniorage: 
because the dollar is globally 
trusted, the Federal Reserve 
can print a $10 bill for less 
than seven cents, and it will be 
accepted at full value around 
the world. As empires from 
Rome to Britain have shown, 
issuing the world's leading 
currency allows a country 
to create value almost out of 
thin air. Losing that capacity 
would slow economic growth.

Unless US policy reverses 
course, this year may go down 
in history as the moment the 
US dollar began to lose its sta-
tus as the world's currency.

This raises the question: 
Which currency will replace 
the dollar? The renminbi 
appears to be the strongest 
candidate. A decade ago, the 
Chinese currency gained cred-
ibility when the International 
Monetary Fund included it in 
the basket of global currencies 
underpinning Special Draw-
ing Rights (the Fund's reserve 
asset), but it was still widely 
dismissed as "no match" for 
the greenback. Today, the 
prospect of renminbi primacy 
no longer seems unthinkable.

Yet China's ability to as-

sume that global role is far 
from assured. As economist 
Qiao Liu observed in his 2016 
book Corporate China 2.0, the 
country combines an "author-
itative political regime" with 
more fl exible institutional 
arrangements in which "re-
lationships still matter," a 
hybrid that does not readi-
ly inspire the kind of global 
confi dence a reserve currency 
requires.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping appears to understand 
this dynamic. In a 2024 speech, 
Xi emphasized the need to in-
ternationalize the renminbi 
to bolster China's soft pow-
er, calling for a "powerful 
currency that can be widely 
used in international trade, 
investment, and foreign-ex-
change markets and attain 
reserve currency status." 
But the main obstacle to re-
serve-currency status for the 
renminbi—the maintenance 
of capital controls—remains 
fi rmly in place.

The strongest rebuke of 
Trump's policies over the past 
year came from an unexpected 
source: King Charles III. His 
address to Congress on April 
28, delivered with characteris-
tic British wit and restraint, 
sent a clear message that the 
US is on the wrong path, one 
that could destroy its global 
standing.

There was, however, cause 
for optimism. The repeated 
bursts of bipartisan applause 
Charles received from mem-
bers of Congress suggested 
they were already aware of 
America's predicament.

The writer, a former 
chief economist of the World 

Bank and chief economic adviser 
to the Government of India, is 

Professor of Economics 
at Cornell University. 
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I n the past, it was considered rather diffi cult to contest assembly 
elections without a recognisable chief ministerial candidate’s face 
as a backup — someone whose name and face were well known to 

the electorate. The question that was perpetually raised was, "Who is 
the alternative?" This notion was captured by the acronym TINA — 
There Is No Alternative. However, Indian voters seem to be moving 
beyond such thinking.

During the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, it was said that there was no 
alternative to then CM Naveen Patnaik in Orissa. The ordinary voter, 
while looking at the BJP, could not discern any known credible leader 
on the horizon to match Naveen. Yet today, most Oriyas have come 
to accept Mohan Charan Majhi as a thoroughly welcome alternative.

In much the same vein, few political pundits who watch the BJP 
closely would be willing to wager that Suvendu Adhikari will defi nitely 
emerge as the choice for Chief Minister candidate in West Bengal, or 
that Himanta Biswa Sarma would assuredly serve as Chief Minister 
of Assam for a second consecutive term. It is only Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi himself who will take the fi nal call on these matters.

Every successive election has demonstrated that the public warmly 
welcomes the administrative change brought about by setting aside 
the old guard and bringing in fresh faces — a good departure from the 
conventional, entrenched leadership of the past government.

It was quite foreseeable that the public in West Bengal would grow 
weary under Mamata Banerjee's third term — representing fi fteen 
years of uninterrupted rule. The aspiration of Indian voters for change 
is entirely understandable and ought to be welcomed. The Indian Con-
stitution grants a fi ve-year term to each elected House, and since state 
assembly elections are held at various intervals, the party in power 
must continuously submit itself to the scrutiny of the electorate. This 
arrangement serves to strengthen and sustain democratic governance. 
Such elections compel every political party to remain mindful not 
only of its internal organizational strength but also of its obligation 
to respect the will of the people.

It is commonly said that a decade is quite suffi cient to bring about 
meaningful change in a democracy. In several Indian states such as 
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Kerala, the 
ruling party tends to change roughly every fi ve years, only occasionally 
granted two terms - that is ten years - by the voters. It is perhaps for this 
very reason that South India has forged considerably ahead in terms of 
economic progress, industrial growth, and commercial development. 
Educated young men and women from Orissa often aspire to move to 
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, or Chennai. On the other hand, even unskilled 
Oriya workers are rarely seen migrating to Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
or Madhya Pradesh - Delhi being a notable exception. The reason is 
plain enough. States where political stability has been entrenched for 
prolonged periods tend to stagnate rather than fl ourish. The people of 
Orissa experienced this phenomenon fi rsthand during the twenty-four 
years of Biju Janata Dal’s governance.

One cannot deny the developmental work carried out by the Naveen 
government during its fi rst decade in power. However, as successive 
electoral victories mounted, the Biju Janata Dal gradually began treat-
ing Oriya voters as little more than its own domesticated subjects. 
This illustrates a broader truth. When any party remains in power for 
more than ten years, self-preservation inevitably supersedes public 
interest as its principal objective.

Indian voters are no longer content to allow razor-thin electoral con-
tests to decide their fate. When support consolidates behind a particu-
lar party - as seen with the BJP in West Bengal, TVK in Tamil Nadu, 
and the UDF in Kerala - the electorate delivers resounding mandates. 
This ensures that the party assuming reins of governance faces no 
impediment in working earnestly towards the welfare of the people. 
In such circumstances, it is only right that politicians, having been 
entrusted with considerable power, should demonstrate within their 
fi rst fi ve years how responsibly they have exercised it. Only then they 
ought to expect a second term to be granted by the voter.

The recent assembly election results furnish compelling evidence 
that India does not merely require leaders. Rather it is the voters 
themselves who must become true leaders of the nation. Should the 
Indian electorate strengthen this conviction and exercise its demo-
cratic authority with wisdom and discernment, the progress of the 
country shall be well and truly assured.

P6power postTUESDAY | MAY 5, 2026 | BHUBANESWAR

Voter The Leader

SPECTRUM CRUDE OIL

UAE’s OPEC exit & higher oil risks

Tectonic shift

Sir, The results of the fi ve state Assembly elections have delivered a tectonic 
shift in Indian politics. In a historic fi rst, the BJP has secured a monumental 
victory in West Bengal, as voters handed a decisive mandate to the party, de-
feating the strong regional TMC in a landslide result. This landmark verdict 
refl ects a massive wave for change among the electorate and fulfi lls the saffron 
party's long-standing ambition in the East. The BJP further solidifi ed its domi-
nance by retaining Assam with a signifi cantly larger victory than in previous 
years and securing a workable majority in Puducherry. Conversely, Kerala 
reaffi rmed its distinctive electoral pattern by handing a decisive mandate to 
the UDF, signaling a clear voter preference for change and a return to balanced 
governance over the incumbent administration. The cycle's most sensational 
outcome belongs to Tamil Nadu, where actor Vijay's TVK party has achieved 
an unprecedented surge. Emerging as the single largest party—falling just 
a few seats short of a majority—TVK left the traditional Dravidian giants 
far behind. This historic breakthrough indicates that voters in Tamil Nadu 
chose a brand-new party as they became fatigued by the traditional Dravidian 
political giants who have dominated the regional landscape for decades, sig-
naling a craving for fresh leadership and a new political vision for the state.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, BANGALORE

When we have passed beyond 
knowings, then we shall have 
Knowledge.
 
 SRI AUROBINDO

HAS DE-DOLLARIZATION BEGUN?
CURRENCY

N one, not even US anal-
ysers, expected that a 
“non-descript war” 

with a small country like Iran 
could change the global energy 
scenario, that America is keen 
on monopolising. The US plans 
a confl ict decades before as it 
had envisioned the 1969 Camp 
David accord with Egypt in a 
1951 US congressional study. 
In 2026, its battle for suprem-
acy is deeply hurt by Iranian 
strategies and devastation of 
US assets in 13 Gulf countries.

Now the OPEC seems to be 
in crisis, if not collapsing. The 
United Arab Emirates has de-
cided to leave from May 1 and 
the American dollar-sale ac-
cord with Saudi Arabia end-
ed in 2024. The Saudis have 
shown inclination for trading 
in the Chinese Yuan and had 
expressed its desire to be part 
of BRICS, though stalled for 
now. India is the BRICS pres-
ident for the current year. 

It means the US could lose 
in trillions of dollars of trans-
actions and if its NATO allies 
reach a peace deal with Rus-
sia, not unexpected, the global 
power scenario may shift fast-
er than imagined.

For India, the UAEs’ de-
cision to leave OPEC is not 
just a Gulf political story—it 
is about fuel prices, infl ation, 

the rupee, and economic sta-
bility. As also having higher 
petroleum reserves India im-
ports nearly 85% of its crude 
oil needs. Any rise in global 
oil prices directly raises pet-
rol, diesel, transport costs, 
fertiliser prices, and leads 
to food infl ation. With Brent 
crude already crossing $110 
per barrel due to the US-Isra-
el war on Iran and disruption 
in the Strait of Hormuz, the 
UAE’s exit from OPEC adds 
another layer of uncertainty.

At fi rst glance, more oil 
from the UAE could help In-
dia by reducing prices. But in 
the short term, it may increase 
volatility because the move 
weakens OPEC’s ability to 
manage supply and prices. For 
India, the real concern is not 
only oil availability but unsta-
ble and unpredictable pricing. 

OPEC was formed in 1960 
by Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 
Kuwait, and Venezuela to 
protect oil-exporting coun-
tries by controlling production 
and keeping prices stable. The 
UAE joined in 1967. For de-
cades, OPEC had enormous 
power over the global oil mar-
ket. That power scenario is 
changing. At one time, OPEC 
controlled more than 50% of 
global oil output. Today, its di-
rect share has fallen to around 

30% because of rising produc-
tion from the US, Brazil, and 
other independent producers. 
To recover infl uence, OPEC 
joined with Russia and others 
in 2016 to create OPEC+, con-
trolling nearly half of world oil 
production.

The UAE produces around 
3.4 million barrels of oil per 
day and can increase output 
to nearly 5 million barrels per 
day after investing almost $150 
billion in expanding capacity. 
Abu Dhabi had long demand-
ed a bigger production quota 
inside OPEC to match this 
capacity. Saudi Arabia resist-
ed because it wanted tighter 
supply to keep oil prices high.

The UAE wants to sell more 
oil while demand remains 
strong. Saudi Arabia prefers 
production discipline to de-
fend prices. This difference 
became sharper after the Iran 
war damaged Gulf energy in-
frastructure and exposed po-
litical differences between the 
two countries. Iranian strikes 
hit UAE facilities like the Ru-
wais refi nery and Fujairah 
export terminal. 

The US is now OPEC’s big-
gest rival. Once dependent on 
Gulf oil, America now pro-
duces nearly 20% of global oil 
through its shale boom and 
now, control over Venezuela. 

Brazil and others are also ex-
panding output. US President 
Donald Trump has repeatedly 
attacked OPEC, accusing it of 
keeping prices artifi cially high 
and harming consumers. He 
has demanded lower oil pric-
es and even threatened tariffs 
and reduced military support 
for Gulf allies. Abu Dhabi has 
grown closer to the US and Is-
rael in recent years. By leav-
ing OPEC, it gets more free-
dom to align its oil policy with 
market demand and American 
strategic interests rather than 
Saudi priorities.

If the UAE increases out-
put beyond former OPEC lim-
its, more supply could soften 
global prices. Since the UAE 
is a low-cost producer, it can 
profi t even at lower prices. 
This could reduce India’s fuel 
costs and infl ation pressure. 

Still, immediate relief should 
not be expected. War damage, 
shipping disruption, insur-
ance costs, and tanker risks 
will keep markets nervous. 
The UAE cannot suddenly 
fl ood the world with cheap oil. 
OPEC is not collapsing, but its 
authority is weakening. Chi-
nese role in Pakistan-US-Iran 
talks remains strong. India so 
far is a bystander amid more 
oil shocks.
 INFA

Unless US policy reverses course, this 
year may go down in history as the moment 
the US dollar began to lose its status as the 

world's currency

TODAY, THE 
PROSPECT 

OF RENMINBI 
PRIMACY NO 

LONGER SEEMS 
UNTHINKABLE

Kaushik Basu

THE UAE 
CANNOT 

SUDDENLY 
FLOOD THE 

WORLD WITH 
CHEAP OIL 

Shivaji Sarkar

WISDOM CORNER

The only way to discover the limits of the possible is to go 
beyond them into the impossible.  
 ARTHUR C. CLARKE

There is no end to education. It is not that you read a book, 
pass an examination, and fi nish with education. The whole 
of life, from the moment you are born to the moment you 
die, is a process of learning. 
 JIDDU KRISHNAMURTI

I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the 
triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel 
afraid, but he who conquers that fear.
 NELSON MANDELA

 

1813: Danish religious philosopher Søren Kierkegaard, regarded as the 
founder of existentialist philosophy, was born in Copenhagen.

1862: Mexican victory in the Battle of Puebla. On this day in 1862, Mexico 
repelled the French forces of Napoleon III at the Battle of Puebla, a victory 
that became a symbol of resistance to foreign domination and is now 
celebrated as a national holiday, Cinco de Mayo.

1927: English author Virginia Woolf published To the Lighthouse, one 
of her most successful and accessible experiments in the stream-of-
consciousness style.

1934: The fi rst Three Stooges fi lm is released. The comedy trio soon 
became famous, especially in the U.S., for their short fi lms featuring 
slapstick humour.

1955: West Germany gains full sovereignty after World War II. The Federal 
Republic of Germany had been established in 1949. Its provisional capital 
was Bonn. After the 1990 reunifi cation of East and West Germany, Berlin 
was declared the country's capital.

1960: Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev told the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR that a US spy plane piloted by Francis Gary Powers had been shot 
down on May 1 over the Soviet Union; Khrushchev referred to the fl ight as 
an “aggressive act” by the United States.

Avoid nature’s wrath
Sir, The Supreme Court has sought updated 
reports on encroachments along the Ganga's 
banks across several states, granting a three-
month window before action. While this re-
fl ects procedural fairness, the river is indiffer-
ent to deadlines. Structures raised in fragile 
fl oodplains stand at constant risk, especially 
during monsoon surges. Delay only height-
ens potential loss, as nature enforces its own 
corrections without notice. Experience shows 
that ignoring ecological limits invites far 
greater damage than timely intervention. The 
real choice lies between proactive, informed 
action and reactive crisis management. Act-
ing now can prevent avoidable destruction. 
It is prudent to heed reasoned warnings rath-
er than confront the harsh consequences of 
nature's inevitable response. 

RS Narula, PATIALA

FOCUS
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Jaipur, May 4: In view of the 
scorching heat and prevailing 
heatwave conditions in Rajas-
than, the state police will dis-
tribute fi ve lakh ORS (oral re-
hydration salts) packets among 
its personnel to protect them 
from dehydration during duty, 
an offi cial spokesperson said.

The initiative was launched 
Monday following directions 
from Director General of Po-
lice Rajeev Kumar Sharma, the 
spokesperson said.

Under the plan, fi ve lakh ORS 
packets will be distributed to 
constables across the state to 
help them stay hydrated and 
safeguard against heat-related 

ailments while on duty.
Deputy Inspector General 

(Training) Sharad Chaudhary 
is overseeing the campaign.

The relief material will be 
supplied to 12 police training 
centres in Rajasthan, as well as 
four centres outside the state. 
Through range inspector gen-
erals, efforts are being made to 

ensure the packets reach every 
constable.

Each personnel will receive 
10 ORS packets, which will par-
ticularly benefi t those deployed 
in traffi c management, law and 
order, patrolling and other pub-
lic duties.

The spokesperson said the 
fi rst consignment of 90,000 ORS 
packets reached the Rajasthan 
Police Academy Monday and 
is being distributed to train-
ing centres. Another batch of 
around 90,000 packets is expect-
ed to arrive Tuesday.

The spokesperson added that 
the campaign is being support-
ed by Ashish Poddar, a Jhun-
jhunu native associated with 
the Rotary Club Mumbai.

Under the plan, fi ve 
lakh ORS packets 
will be distributed to 
constables across the 
state to help them 
stay hydrated and 
safeguard against 
heat-related ailments 
while on duty

SEVERE HEAT 

ORS to be distributed among R’sthan police personnel

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Jaipur, May 4: A Jaipur-based 
tax consultant has been using 
his SUV as an improvised am-
bulance for over two decades, 
helping accident victims reach 
hospitals in time and  saving 
several lives.

Sandeep Gupta, a resident 
of Malviya Nagar, has so 
far rushed over 120 injured 
persons to hospitals in his vehi-
cle, including at least 35 whose 
lives were saved due to timely 
intervention.

Recalling what inspired him, 
Gupta said that about 22 years 
ago, he witnessed a critically in-
jured accident victim die while 
people waited for an ambulance 
near the state Assembly area.

“That incident deeply affect-
ed me. I decided that no injured 

person should have to wait for 
an ambulance,” he told PTI.

Since then, Gupta stops 
whenever he spots an accident 
victim and transports them to 
the nearest hospital without 
waiting for emergency ser-
vices. His vehicle is equipped 
with basic  fi rst-aid supplies, 
sheets, and emergency signage, 
and even a siren when needed.

He said the traffi c police 
have been supportive, and in 
2016, the deputy commission-
er of police (traffi c) issued a 
letter facilitating his work and 
ensuring right of way during 
emergencies.

Several people credited Gupta 
with saving their lives. Mridul 
Gautam recalled that he and his 
younger brother were severely 
injured in a road accident in 
2017 and were rushed to hospital 
by Gupta. “Doctors said timely 
help saved us,” he said.

Similarly, Yogita Sharma 
said she was rescued and tak-
en to hospital by Gupta after a 
serious accident in 2009 when 
she was left injured in a road-
side pit.

Gupta’s humanitarian efforts 
have earned him recognition 
from former president Pratibha 
Patil, senior police offi cials, and 
various organisations.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERICE

Chandigarh, May 4: In a 
crackdown on organised crime 
in Punjab’s border-sharing vil-
lages, the police in Tarn Taran 
have come down heavily on the 
drug trade involving Pakistan, 
which had been enabling gang-
sters to fi nance and run their 
illegal operations in the state. 

Over the past three months, 
since the ‘Gangstran te Vaar’ 
operation by the government, 

the district police have reg-
istered 490 cases under the 

Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 
arrested 630 individuals, and 
recovered 47.527 kg of heroin.

Senior Superintendent of 
Police (Tarn Taran) Surendra 
Lamba Monday said despite 
challenges from across the bor-
der, the police have zeroed in on 
gangster networks receiving lo-
gistical support from Pakistan.

 “So far, we have frozen as-
sets worth Rs 65 crore within 
a year, most of it in the past 
three months. These assets 

were directly or indirectly 
linked to gangsters and drug 
smugglers and were being used 
to run their operations. As we 
share a long border (around 102 
km) with Pakistan, the hostile 
neighbour has been actively 
involved in sending narcot-

ics and weapons via drones. 
Smuggling techniques have 
rapidly evolved in recent times, 
but with a clear mandate to 
curb crime, the district police 
have implemented a targeted 
strategy to stop these illegal ac-
tivities,” said SSP Lamba.

In 2024, 313 cases were reg-
istered, leading to 358 arrests 
and the recovery of 115 kg of 
heroin. Last year, 1,334 cases 
were registered, resulting in 
1,662 arrests, with over 244 kg 
of heroin recovered.

The “drone-drugs-guns” nex-
us has emerged as a high-tech 
operational model in border re-
gions. Through the ‘Gangstran 
te Vaar’ operation, the police 
have tightened their grip on  
such networks. Drug traffi cking 
and illegal arms supply are be-

ing used by gangs to strengthen 
their fi nancial base, while also 
recruiting local operatives to ex-
ecute major criminal activities.

According to police offi -
cials, drugs and weapons are 
being continuously dropped 
into Indian territory via drones 
launched from across the 
border. 

These consignments are then 
collected from border areas and 
distributed to various cities, 
with the youth being specifi -
cally targeted. This remains 
a major source of income for 
organised criminal syndicates.

 “Small drones can carry loads 
ranging from 0.5 to 12 kg, while 
larger drones can drop up to 
25 kg in a single sortie. These 
drones can penetrate 5 to 15 km 
into Indian territory, posing sig-

nifi cant challenges for security 
agencies,” said SSP Lamba, add-
ing that despite being the second 
line of defence, the district police 
have delivered results through 
intelligence-led operations.

The district police alone have 
registered 1,736 related cases 
and arrested over 2,200 indi-
viduals under the ‘Yudh Nashi-
yan Virudh’ and ‘Gangstran 
Te Vaar’ campaigns, aimed at 
dismantling networks operat-
ed from foreign soil. Under the 
recently conducted “Operation 
Prahar”, 236 accused were ar-
rested within six days, includ-
ing 10 proclaimed offenders.

During the operation, 3.5 
kg of heroin was recovered. A
 total of 50 teams, each compris-
ing 10 police personnel, were 
deployed.

490 NDPS cases, 47 kg heroin seized

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, May 4:  In a major set-
back for candidates selected in 
the Sub-Inspector (SI) Recruit-
ment-2021 in Rajasthan, the Su-
preme Court has dismissed the 
Special Leave Petition (SLP) 
challenging the cancellation 
of the recruitment process. 

With this, the apex court has 
effectively upheld the earlier 
decision of the Rajasthan High 
Court. The order was passed by 
a bench comprising Justice Di-
pankar Datta and Justice Satish 
Chandra Sharma while hearing 
the appeal fi led by the selected 
candidates.

Earlier, a Single Bench of the 
Rajasthan High Court had can-
celled the recruitment process 
in its judgment dated August 
28, 2025. This decision was lat-
er upheld by a Division Bench 
April 4, 2026.

The selected candidates 

subsequently approached the 
Supreme Court, challenging 
the Division Bench ruling, but 
failed to secure any relief.

Notably, the state govern-
ment has not yet fi led an in-
dependent appeal before the 
Supreme Court in the matter. 
Meanwhile, trainee Sub-Inspec-
tors have been continuously 
urging the government to move 
the apex court at the earliest 
and present a strong legal case.

Earlier, the government had 

challenged the Single Bench 
decision before the Division 
Bench, along with a plea for 
condonation of delay. With the 
Supreme Court now dismissing 
the SLP, the High Court’s deci-
sion to cancel the SI Recruit-
ment-2021 stands reinforced, 
leaving the future course of 
action dependent on whether 
the state government chooses to 
pursue further legal remedies.

A month back, in a signifi -
cant ruling, the Rajasthan High 
Court’s division bench, led by 
Acting Chief Justice Sanjeev 
Prakash Sharma, upheld the 
single-judge bench decision to 
cancel the 2021 Sub-Inspector 
(SI) recruitment examination.

The notifi cation for the SI 
2021 recruitment was issued 
February 3, 2021, for 859 posts. 
The examination was conduct-
ed from September 13 to 15, 
2021, with nearly 7.97 lakh can-
didates applying.

Senior Superintendent of Police (Tarn Taran) 
Surendra Lamba Monday said despite challenges from 
across the border, the police have zeroed in on gangster 

networks receiving logistical support from Pakistan

Police personnel and locals remove an uprooted tree that fell on a road near Hawa Mahal following a storm, in Jaipur, Rajasthan PTI PHOTO

Rajasthan: Met warns
of 70 kmph winds 
INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Jaipur, May 4: The India Mete-
orological Department’s Jaipur 
Meteorological Centre Monday 
issued a yellow alert for thun-
derstorms and rain in several 
districts of Rajasthan. Strong 
winds reaching up to 70 kmph 
are expected during this period.

Earlier, in the last 24 hours, 
there have been reports of 
winds, rains and storms com-
ing in from different parts of 
the state. Met offi cials said that 
light to moderate rainfall, ac-
companied by thunderstorms 
and squalls, was recorded at iso-
lated locations across the state.

The highest rainfall in the 
last 24 hours was recorded in 
Srimadhopur at 48 mm. Also, 
maximum temperatures have 
declined in most regions and 
are now hovering between 39 
degrees Celsius and 41 degrees 
Celsius, below normal for this 
time of year. Meanwhile, in-
tense heat also continued in 
western Rajasthan and the 
highest maximum tempera-
ture, 44.8 degrees Celsius, was 
recorded in Phalodi.

Similarly, the lowest mini-
mum temperature, 19.0 degrees 
Celsius, was recorded in Alwar. 
Thunderstorms, rain, and hail-
storm activity continued across 
RajasthanSunday. Districts in-
cluding Sikar, Dausa, Kotput-
li-Behror, Alwar, and Hanu-
mangarh witnessed heavy rain 
accompanied by thunderstorms 
and hail. Strong winds uprooted 
trees and damaged temporary 
structures in several areas.

Meanwhile the sudden 
change in weather in the state 
has brought noticeable relief, 
with temperatures in most cit-
ies dropping below 40 degrees 
Celsius.

In Manpur (Dausa district), 
intense rain and hailstorms 
lashed the area for nearly an 
hour, with a fallen tree near 
the Jaipur-Agra National 
Highway blocking traffi c for 
around 40 minutes.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Chandigarh, May 4: In a push 
to promote crop diversifi cation 
and encourage farmers to shift 
away from water-guzzling pad-
dy, the Punjab government has 
decided to expand its Kharif 
maize cultivation scheme from 
six to 16 districts for the 2026-27 
season with an incentive of Rs 
17,500 per hectare.

The decision follows an 
“encouraging response” to 
a pilot project implemented 
in six districts during 2025-
26, Agriculture and Farmers 
Welfare Minister Gurmeet 
Singh Khudian said Sunday, 
while terming the expansion 
a “decisive step” to arrest the 
state’s depleting groundwater 
levels. Khudian said that the 
scheme targets 20,000 hectares 
(50,000 acres) of Kharif maize 
across Amritsar, Bathinda, 
Fatehgarh Sahib, Gurdaspur, 
Hoshiarpur, Jalandhar, Ka-
purthala, Ludhiana, Moga, 
Patiala, Pathankot, Rupna-
gar, Sangrur, SAS Nagar, SBS 
Nagar and Tarn Taran.

Farmers will receive a sub-
sidy of Rs 17,500 per hectare, 
the same as last year. Of this, 
Rs 4,500 will be released upon 

submission of input bills at the 
block agriculture offi ce, while 
the remaining Rs 13,000 will be 
paid in two instalments after 
mandatory geo-tagged crop 
verifi cation, he added.

Urging the state farmers to 
adopt the Kharif maize cul-
tivation to save the precious 
groundwater resources, the 
minister said that interested 
farmers can register on the 
government's designated por-
tal and a mandatory J-form 
and geo-tagging of the fi eld 
will be required to confi rm 
the applicant grew paddy last 
year and is switching to maize 
this year. Khudian further 
said that verifi cation will be 
done in two phases through 
the Unnat Kisan Portal -- fi rst 
from July 15 to 25, followed 
by the second from August 5 
to 15, 2026.

After each verifi cation, the 
district chief agriculture offi -
cer will release Rs 9,500 and Rs 
7,500 per hectare, respectively. 
The entire process-- from reg-
istration to verifi cation-- has 
been digitised to ensure trans-
parency and timely disbursal 
of subsidy to eligible and right 
benefi ciaries seamlessly, the 
minister emphasised.

TARN TARAN 
CRACKDOWN

RAJASTHAN SI RECRUITMENT ROW

Man turns his SUV into ambulance, 
saves dozens over two decades

SC upholds cancellation; no 
relief for selected candidates

Punjab expands Kharif maize scheme



Few takers for NOTA option
The ‘None of the Above’ or NOTA option has once again not 

found favour among voters, the Election Commission data on 
the result of polls to five assemblies shows. Except for Assam, the 
NOTA option has not crossed the one per cent mark. In Assam, 
1.29 per cent of the voters pressed the NOTA button on electronic 
voting machines (EVMs), followed by 0.81 per cent in West Bengal. 
Puducherry came third with 0.73 per cent of the voters exercising 
the option. In Kerala, 0.58 per cent of the voters pressed the NOTA 
button, followed by 0.41 per cent in Tamil Nadu. The distribution of 
NOTA votes across the states exhibits slight variation, reflecting 
regional political dynamics, voter preferences and levels of 
political engagement. The NOTA option in EVMs recorded its lowest 
percentage share in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls since its introduction 
in 2013, according to data shared by the Election Commission.  The 
option was implemented in a Lok Sabha poll for the first time in 
2014.  According to the polls panel’s ‘Atlas-2024’, a book containing 
data from last year’s Lok Sabha polls, there has been a gradual 
decline in NOTA votes over the past three Lok Sabha elections, from 
1.08 per cent in 2014 to 0.99 per cent in 2024.

The defeat of the LDF in 
Kerala has left parties of 

the left front without power in 
any state for the fi rst time in de-
cades, underscoring a broader 
national decline in their politi-
cal infl uence. This also marks 
a sharp shift from their earlier 
position as both a governing 
force in key states and a signif-
icant bloc in national politics.

The Left will be without 
control of any state for the 
fi rst time in almost fi ve de-
cades, marking a signifi cant 
shift from its earlier position 
as both a governing force in 
states and an infl uential bloc 
in national politics. The Con-
gress-led United Democratic 
Front (UDF) won 102 seats, 
while the LDF won in 35 out  of 
the 140 constituencies. In a lim-
ited sign of presence elsewhere, 
a lone Left candidate, Md. Mo-
stafi jur Rahaman of CPI(M) 
won from Domkal in West Ben-
gal, while another AISF candi-
date Md Nawsad Siddique got 
elected from Bhangar.

Earlier strongholds slipped 
away over the past decade, 
with the Left Front losing 
power in West Bengal in 2011 
after 34 uninterrupted years, 
followed by the fall of its gov-
ernment in Tripura in 2018. 
Since then, Kerala has served 
as the only base of state pow-
er for Communist parties. The 
state occupies a distinct place 
in political history. In 1957, it 
elected the world’s  fi rst demo-

cratically chosen Communist 
government under EMS Nam-
boodiripad, lending  global 
visibility to parliamentary 
communism.

The Left later consolidated 
under the LDF, formally con-
stituted in 1980, under which 
Left governments have since 
been formed in 1980, 1987, 1996, 
2006, 2016, and 2021. Over the 
decades, Kerala evolved into a 
key centre of Left politics, with 
power alternating between the 
LDF and the UDF in a largely 
stable bipolar system. At the 
national level, the Left once oc-
cupied a far more infl uential 
position. In the years following 
Independence, the Communist 
Party of India (CPI) emerged as 
the largest opposition party in 
Parliament. Through the 1990s 
and 2000s, Left parties remained 
a signifi cant parliamentary 
bloc in Lok Sabha, often playing 
a key role in coalition politics.

In the 1990s, the combined 
strength of Left parties in the 
Lok Sabha fl uctuated but re-
mained substantial - standing 
at about 52 MPs in 1991, rising 
to around 60 in 1996, and then 
settling at around 45 in 1998 
and about 43 in 1999. Their 
infl uence peaked in 2004, 
when they won 61 seats and 
extended outside support to 
the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment, exercising considerable 
leverage over policy decisions, 
particularly on welfare and 
economic issues.

W
est Bengal’s As-
sembly poll ver-
dict signals more 
than a change of 

government, it marks a struc-
tural rupture in the political or-
der Mamata Banerjee built over 
the past decade and a half, with 
the Trinamool Congress (TMC) 
facing its most consequential 
moment of recalibration. For a 
party that has defi ned Bengal’s 
political grammar since 2011, 
the loss is not merely elector-
al, it is systemic, evident by the 
BJP's decisive breach in a sys-
tem that rested on centralised 
authority, welfare delivery and 
a tightly controlled organisa-
tional pyramid.

“The TMC's model was built 
on access to power. Once that 
axis shifts, the entire structure 
has to be reimagined,” said 
political analyst Biswanath 
Chakraborty.  The numbers un-
derline the depth of the churn. 
The BJP’s vote share rising to 
around 44.8 per cent from 38 
per cent in the 2021 Assembly 
polls marks both consolidation 
and expansion. Conversely, the 
TMC’s dip to nearly 41.7 per 
cent from 48 per cent during the 
same elections refl ects a steady 
erosion of its social coalition - 
particularly in semi-urban 
belts and among segments that 
had anchored its 2021 sweep.  A 
key point appears to be the 177 
constituencies where voter de-
letions exceeded past victory 
margins. In these seats, the BJP 
not only held ground where it 
was already strong but also 
made signifi cant inroads into 
TMC-held territories, suggest-
ing that what appeared to be a 
technical variable has translat-
ed into a political shift. “This is 
not a wave in the conventional 
sense-it is a redistribution of 
political ground. The BJP has 
moved from being a challenger 
to a system-altering force,” said 

another political commentator.
The TMC’s biggest strength 

-centralisation- has also 
emerged as its principal vulner-
ability. With authority concen-
trated at the top, the party has 
limited institutional buffers 
when that layer is weakened.

Also, unlike the Aam Aadmi 
Party, which expanded beyond 
Delhi to build governing foot-
holds in Punjab and a growing 
presence in states like Goa, the 
All India Trinamool Congress 
remains overwhelmingly fo-
cused on Bengal. This geograph-
ic concentration now amplifi es 
the scale of the setback, leaving 
the party without an alternative 
power base to cushion the loss. 
Inside the TMC, the implica-
tions are immediate and poten-
tially destabilising.

A party whose cohesion 
has long been tied to admin-
istrative control, patronage 
networks and electoral domi-
nance now faces the challenge 
of holding its organisational 
structure together without 
those levers. In the absence of 
strong ideological cohesion, a 
section of leaders and elected 
representatives -many of whom 
aligned with the party through 
access to power- could become 
vulnerable to defections, in-
cluding to the BJP. This raises 
the prospect of an existential 
phase for the TMC.

For Banerjee, this election 
is perhaps the defi ning battle 
of her political life. After three 
successive terms and over a de-
cade and a half at the helm, she 
was not just contesting to retain 
power but to defend the political 
ecosystem she had built. 

Few leaders embody their 
party as completely as Baner-
jee does. The distinction be-
tween leader and organisation 
has, over time, blurred into 
near-complete overlap, making 
the current setback as much 

personal as political.
At 71, and after three terms 

in offi ce, the road to a come-
back appears steeper. While 
Banerjee has repeatedly 
demonstrated an ability to 
rebound from setbacks -from 
Singur to Nandigram- the 
current moment presents a 
different scale of challenge, 
where time, organisational 
fatigue and a resurgent oppo-
nent converge.

Yet, her politics has histor-
ically thrived in resistance. 
Stripped of power, she could 
seek to return to that idiom 
-recalibrating the party from 
a governance machine to an 

opposition force.
Setbacks have often served 

as points of recalibration.Yet, 
this moment is different. It 
punctures the aura of inevita-
bility that had come to defi ne 
her leadership and redraws 
the relationship between man-
date and authority.

Nationally, the implica-
tions are layered. Losing 
Bengal weakens her imme-
diate leverage within the 
Opposition bloc, but does not 
erase her relevance. A com-
bative Banerjee outside power 
could still shape Opposition 
discourse -though from a di-
minished perch.

Actor-politician Vijay’s 
TVK Monday created a 

record of sorts in the elector-
al history of Tamil Nadu and 

emerged as the single larg-
est party by delivering 

a shock defeat to 
incumbent 

DMK and 
its pres-

ident, 

Chief Minister MK Stalin 
in his Kolathur constituen-
cy, while the AIADMK was 
pushed to a distant third spot.

This was the fi rst time 
since 1967, when the fi rst 
non-Congress government 
(DMK) came to power in the 
state, that a party other than 
the two Dravidian heavy-
weights emerged victorious 
in the hustings.

Vijay and TVK have many 
fi rsts to their credit and the 
the party founder will be the 
fi rst person from a minori-
ty religion -Christianity- to 
helm the state. While Vijay 
won from both Perambur and 
Tiruchirappalli East constit-
uen-

cies, his 
party has netted 89 
seats and was lead-
ing in 18 more and 
is on course to 
become the 

single 
largest 
party 

in the 

234-mem-
ber House. 
Elections 
were held on 
April 23 and 
the count-
ing of votes 
done on 

Monday. Perhaps the biggest 
shock was CM Stalin being 
defeated by a margin of 8,795 
votes in his Kolathur constit-
uency by little known V S Ba-
bu, who was formerly with the 
DMK and an ex-MLA. More 
than 10 ministers including 
Geetha Jeevan and Ma Subra-
manian were defeated. Stalin 
had last tasted defeat in 1991.

Even Deputy CM Ud-
hayanidhi's prospects ap-
peared dim for a while as he 
trailed behind the TVK nomi-
nee in Chepauk-Thiruvallike-
ni. Eventually, he won.

As soon as it became clear 
that TVK was inching to-
wards an unprecedented, 
huge win in its debut polls, 
party workers and support-
ers gathered in front of party 
offi ce at Panaiyur here and 
burst fi recrackers and dis-
tributed sweets.

Also, Vijay's victory and 
often-repeated assurance of 
share in power to like-minded 
parties is expected to open a 
new chapter in the history of 
the state and TVK supporters 
expect the Congress (5), IUML 
(2), Left parties (4), VCK (2) 
and PMK (5) as well to offer 
support and have a share in 
power. Together such parties 
have won or leading in a to-
tal of 18 seats. TVK needs 118 

seats to form govern-
ment. This will the 
fi rst time in Tamil 
Nadu that a party 
will assume pow-
er a little over 
two years after 
its founding. TVK 

has clocked nearly 
35 per cent (34.92) 

vote share in 
its debut 

polls. 
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Big setback to INDIA bloc
The Opposition INDIA bloc suffered a setback Monday as regional titans Mamata 

Banerjee of the Trinamool Congress and MK Stalin of the DMK lost their 
hometurfs West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, respectively, and the Kerala win of the 
Congress-led UDF was the only silver lining.  The impact of the election results 
will be felt deeply in national politics, with the cohesion of the INDIA bloc set to be 
tested after the fall of the state stalwarts and the BJP continuing with its winning 
momentum ahead of the next round of Assembly elections in states including Ut-
tar Pradesh. The West Bengal results came as a huge blow not just to the TMC but 
to the entire opposition bloc, which has been struggling to keep the parties and 
cadres intact and upbeat. Only a few days ago, the INDIA bloc member Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) lost seven Rajya Sabha MPs to the BJP. And today, the defeat of 
Mamata Banerjee and Stalin spells a challenging road ahead for the anti-BJP alli-
ance. Having lost both West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, the Opposition bloc would be 
forced to come together and stand united against a resurgent BJP. Leaders in the 
Opposition alliance feel  they have to rework their strategy and remain cohesive 
in the fi ght against the BJP. The electoral reverses have also raised questions on 
the Opposition strategy behind opposing the Constitution 131st Amendment Bill 
2026 on the grounds that it sought to advance delimitation in the garb of 33 per 
cent women’s reservation.

uen-

cies, his
party has netted 89
seats and was lead-
ing in 18 more and
is on course to
become the

single
largest
party

in the

234-mem-
ber House.
Elections
were held on
April 23 and
the count-
ing of votes
done on

huge win in its debut polls,
party workers and support-
ers gathered in front of party
offi ce at Panaiyur here and
burst fi recrackers and dis-
tributed sweets.

Also, Vijay's victory and
often-repeated assurance of
share in power to like-minded
parties is expected to open a
new chapter in the history of
the state and TVK supporters
expect the Congress (5), IUML
(2), Left parties (4), VCK (2)
and PMK (5) as well to offer
support and have a share in
power. Together such parties
have won or leading in a to-
tal of 18 seats. TVK needs 118

seats to form govern-
ment. This will the
fi rst time in Tamil
Nadu that a party
will assume pow-
er a little over
two years after
its founding. TVK

has clocked nearly
35 per cent (34.92)

vote share in
its debut

polls.

End of 
Mamata era

SUN-SET, STAR-RISE 
IN TAMIL NADU

BJP supporters burst fi recrackers during vote tabulation on the day of election results across in Srinagar PTI PHOTOSTMC supporters react during vote tabulation on the day of election results, in Kolkata

The ruling NDA is set to form 
the government in Assam for 

the third consecutive term after 
securing a two-thirds majority, 
with a record high of 102 seats in 
the 126-member Assembly, while 
the Congress-led Opposition de-
livered its worst performance in 
recent times Monday.

The BJP, which contested 90 
seats, won 82, while its allies 
-- the Bodoland People’s Front 
(BPF), which contested 11 seats, 
and the Asom Gana Parishad 
(AGP), which fought in 26 seats 
-- bagged 10 constituencies each. 
The saffron party secured a 
majority on its own for the fi rst 
time in the state. It had won 60 
seats in the previous two polls 
in 2021 and 2016.

In the Opposition camp, the 

Congress, which contested 99 
seats, won 19 constituencies, 
while the Badruddin Ajmal-led 
AIUDF and Akhil Gogoi-led Rai-
jor Dal secured two seats each, 
and the Trinamool Congress 
bagged one constituency.

Raijor Dal, an Opposition al-
liance partner, had contested 13 
seats, while the other parties in 
the camp -- Assam Jatiya Pari-
shad (AJP), CPI(M) and APHLC 

-- drew a blank. Assam Chief 
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma 
won the Jalukbari constituency 
for the sixth consecutive term, 
defeating Congress candidate 
Bidisha Neog by 89,434 votes.

In a major blow to the Con-
gress, its state president Gaurav 
Gogoi lost in Jorhat to veteran 
politician and sitting BJP MLA 
Hitendranath Goswami by 
23,181 votes.

Sunetra Pawar, who took oath as Deputy CM of Maharashtra just three days after her husband Ajit 
Pawar's death in a plane crash in January amid political pulls and pressure, scored a record win in 

the bypoll from Baramati, riding on legacy and sympathy in the debut Assembly contest.  Thrust into the 
political spotlight after the death of then Deputy Chief Minister and NCP stalwart Ajit Pawar, the 62-year-
old leader secured 2,18,969 votes and won by a margin of 2,18,034, with none of her 22 rivals, mostly 
Independents, even touching the four-digit mark.  The NCP claimed that Sunetra Pawar has set a new 
national record of the highest victory margin in the Assembly elections, surpassing the previous record 
attributed to BJP's Sunil Kumar Sharma, who had won the Sahibabad segment by 2.14 lakh votes in 2022. 
Meanwhile, the BJP has already secured three wins in Nagaland's Koridang, Tripura’s Dharmanagar, and 
Gujarat’s Umreth. Ruling Congress in Karnataka retained Bagalkot and Davanagere South Assembly seats, 
giving a respite to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and the party leadership, amid the ongoing power tussle 
over the leadership issue. The results are a setback to the Opposition BJP, which aimed to wrest the 
seats from the Congress and deal a blow to the ruling party. The polls were necessitated by the deaths of 
senior Congress MLAs H Y Meti (Bagalkot) and Shamanur Shivashankarappa (Davanagere South). The two 
victorious candidates in this by-election are family members of the deceased leaders.

NDA set to form govt in Assam for 3rd straight term

When the red fortress fell: What 
losing Kerala means for Left

Cong takes it 
away in K’taka; 
Suntera wins 
Baramati bypoll

I bow to each and every person 
of West Bengal. The people have 
given a spectacular mandate to BJP 
and I assure them that our Party 
will do everything possible to fulfi l 
the dreams and aspirations of the 
people of West Bengal

NARENDRA MODI | PM

Do you think this is a victory? It is 
an immoral victory, not a moral 
victory. Whatever the Election Com-
mission has done, along with the 
Central Forces and the PM & Home 
Minister, is totally illegal. It is loot, 
loot, loot. We will bounce back

MAMATA BANERJEE | 
TMC SUPREMO

On behalf of the Indian National 
Congress, I extend heartfelt grati-
tude to every voter of Keralam for 
placing their trust in Congress and 
the UDF

MALLIKARJUN KHARGE I
CONGRESS PRESIDENT

Thank you to my brothers and sis-
ters in Keralam for a truly decisive 
mandate. Congratulations to every 
UDF leader and worker for a hard-
fought, well-run campaign

RAHUL GANDHI I
CONGRESS LEADER

Millions of salutations to the people 
of Bengal...This is the victory of 
trust in Shri @narendramodi ji 
over the TMC’s ‘fear’. For every BJP 
worker like me, this is a moment 
of pride that from the source of 
Mother Ganga in Gangotri to Gan-
gasagar, today the BJP's saffron 
fl ag is proudly waving everywhere

AMIT SHAH I
UNION HOME MINISTER

I extend my heartfelt thanks to 
the voters who supported and en-
sured the victory of Congress can-
didates in the by-elections held 
in the Bagalkot and Davanagere 
South Assembly constituencies

SIDDARAMAIAH I
KARNATAKA CM

A special and heartfelt shoutout to my 
dear brother, Vijay! Emerging as the 
single largest party in your very fi rst 
election is impressive. Wishing you 
immense strength and success as you 
embark on this new chapter of service

JAGAN MOHAN REDDY I
YSRCP SUPREMO

NDA retains Puducherry, 
set for another term
Riding a pro-incumbency wave, the AINRC-

led NDA emerged victorious in the April 
9 Puducherry Assembly elections, all set 
to form the government for a successive 
term. AINRC leader and Chief Minister 
N Rangasamy won from both the seats 
that he contested--Thattanchavady and 
Mangalam, even as the party won a total of 
11 seats and was leading in one, according 
to latest Election Commission fi gures. NDA 
constituent BJP won from four seats while 
other coalition members--AIADMK and LJK, 
won from one seat each. Winners from BJP included party senior and 
incumbent minister A Namassivayam. The NDA's victory came on a 
day when actor Vijay-led TVK won in neighbouring Tamil Nadu and 
also emerged victorious from two seats in the UT. 



• BJP announced 
freebies.
• Congress 
announced 
freebies.
• DMK announced 
freebies.

• TMC announced freebies.
• TVK announced freebies.
No matter who wins the election, 
the real winners are freebies and 
reservations paid by the taxpayers.
 

@RajeshwariRW
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national
DELHI FIRE INCIDENTS
RISE 73% IN APRIL
Fire-related emergencies in the national capital 
surged sharply in April, rising 73 per cent from 
March, while 32 people have died in fi re accidents 
between January and April this year, according to 
offi cial data. According to the ‘Delhi Fire Services’ 
(DFS) ‘Call Summary 2026’, as many as 2,663 fi re-
related calls were made in April alone, a steep rise 
compared to 1,538 in March and 1,096 in February

Hatred, com-
munalism, 

SIR stopped Mamata 
Banerjee’s victory. Her 
defeat was impossible. 
Today’s BJP victory was 
achieved not through 
right means
SANJAY RAUT | LEADER, SHIV SENA (UBT)

Road crash leaves 
5 dead, 10 injured
Patna: 5 people were killed 
and 10 injured after a 
container truck rammed into 
a bus and a pickup vehicle 
in Bihar’s Rohtas district. 
Bihar CM Samrat Choudhary 
expressed grief over the 
deaths and announced ex 
gratia compensation of `4 
lakh each to the dependents 
of the deceased. All the 
victims were returning to their 
village after attending a tilak 
ceremony. Near the village 
turn, people had stopped the 
bus and pickup vehicle, and 
were getting down when an 
uncontrolled container truck 
crashed into them.

BJP leader booked in 
farmer suicide case
Vidisha (MP): Police have 
registered a case against 
BJP leader and former MLA 
Shashank Bhargava on 
charges of abetting a farmer’s 
suicide in Madhya Pradesh’s 
Vidisha district. The deceased 
recorded a video shortly 
before his death, in which he 
purportedly levelled serious 
allegations against the former 
MLA. The SIT probe found 
that Bhargava allegedly 
pressured the farmer into 
executing a house agreement 
and subjected him to fi nancial 
harassment.

Road crash leaves
six dead in UP
Jalaun (UP): A speeding SUV 
rammed into a stationary 
truck in Kalpi area leaving six 
people dead and four others 
injured. The accident took 
place at about 5 am when the 
SUV coming from Kanpur side 
lost control. The victims, who 
were returning from Ayodhya, 
hailed from Lalitpur district. 
Four injured have been rushed 
to the medical college in Orai, 
where their condition was 
stated to be critical.

Everyone 
witnessed 
the plight of 

his ‘bhaiya’ Rahul 
Gandhi, and Te-
jashwi Yadav in Bi-
har, who have been 
completely routed. The SP should 
now abandon its dream of seizing 
power in Uttar Pradesh in 2027

KESHAV PRASAD MAURYA | 
DEPUTY CM, UTTAR PRADESH

Where Syama 
Prasad Mook-
erjee was 

born, that Bengal 
is ours. A heartfelt 
millionfold thanks 
to the patriotic 
people of West Bengal for the his-
toric mandate in assembly polls

SAMRAT CHOUDHARY | CM, BIHAR

We are 
waging an 
ideological 

struggle. The path 
of the struggle 
for democracy 
and truth against 
authoritarianism and falsehood is 
invariably long and arduous. Nev-
ertheless, we will continue to forge 
ahead with unwavering resolve 
and steadfast determination

JAIRAM RAMESH | GENERAL SECRETARY 
IN-CHARGE OF COMMUNICATIONS, CONGRESS

SHORT TAKES

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 4: Airborne 
micro- and nanoplastic particles 
may contribute to global warm-
ing at over 16% of the impact 
of black carbon, or ‘soot’, with 
higher values observed above 
ocean garbage patches, accord-
ing to a study.

The fi ndings, published in the 
journal Nature Climate Change, 
suggest that the plastic particles 
might previously have been 
unrecognised contributors to 
climate warming, but their role 
should be considered in future 
climate assessments, research-
ers said.

The team, including research-
ers from China's Fudan Univer-
sity and the US, examined the be-
haviour of individual micro- and 
nanoplastic particles and found 
that black and coloured particles 

strongly absorb sunlight com-
pared to white particles.

The authors “show that co-
loured MNPs (microplastic and 
nanoplastic particles) exhibit 
strong light absorption, with a 
mean refractive index of 1.49-
0.22i at 550 nm (nanometres) 
and absorption coeffi cients 74.8 
times higher than those of pris-
tine particles.”

Microplastics and nanoplas-
tics are formed when larger 
plastic waste fragments. They 
are sized between one nanome-
tre (one billionth of a metre) to 
up to 500 micrometres (one mil-
lionth of a metre) in diameter.

Studies have detected micro-
plastics and nanoplastics in var-
ied environments, including the 
human brain.  

Previous studies have sug-
gested that the contribution of 
airborne plastics to atmospheric 

warming is minimal, but such 
analyses often assumed that 
they were uncoloured, despite 
real-world plastics commonly 
containing pigments, the re-
searchers said.

The team said that the effec-
tive radiative forcing - the dif-
ference between solar radiation 

absorbed and released by a plan-
et’s atmosphere - for microplas-
tic and nanoplastic particles is 
equivalent to 16.2 per cent of that 
from black carbon emissions, a 
well-known air pollutant that 
contributes to warming.

“Resulting simulations yield 
mean DRF (direct radioactive 

forcing) of 0.039Â±0.019 Wm-2 
(Watts per square metre) for 
MNPs, equivalent to 16.2 per 
cent of black carbon forcing,” 
the authors wrote.

Although the warming effect 
is small at the global level, it can 
exceed that of black carbon by 

up to a factor of 4.7, especially 
over ocean regions with high 
concentrations of plastic, such 
as the North Pacifi c Garbage 
Patch, they said.

The study’s fi ndings indicate 
that airborne plastic particles, 
particularly coloured nanoplas-
tics, contribute to atmospheric 
warming and may infl uence 
regional climate patterns, the 
researchers said.

They noted that the laboratory 
experiments are a simplifi ed ver-
sion of atmospheric processes 
and that the global distribution 
of micro- and nanoplastic parti-
cles needs to be better estimated 
by observations.

The team said further research 
is required to fully determine 
how micro and nanoplastics con-
tribute to Earth’s warming and 
to improve their representation 
in climate models.

SC issues notice to Centre
on Transgender Act pleas
New Delhi: Raising concern over the possibility of persons 
masquerading as transgender to avail government schemes, the 
Supreme Court sought responses from the Centre and others on the 
pleas challenging the validity of the Transgender Persons (Protection 
of Rights) Amendment Act, 2026. The amended law does away with the 
self-identifi cation of gender by those who claimed to be transgenders 
and it provides that a certifi cate of identity has to be issued by the 
district magistrate after examining the recommendation of a medical 
board. The bench agreed to hear the pleas and issued notice to the 
Centre, all states and Union Territories seeking their responses.

SC closes contempt plea 
in minor’s pregnancy case
New Delhi: The Supreme Court, Monday, closed contempt proceedings 
against the Centre and the AIIMS in a case relating to termination of 
30-week pregnancy of a minor girl. Justice Nagarathna said if AIIMS 
does not take the responsibility of carrying out Medical Termination 
of Pregnancy in such case then the woman's life would be at risk as 
she would turn to unqualifi ed doctors. A minor child cannot be forced 
to bear a pregnancy, the top court said as of April 30 while pulling up 
the Centre and asking it to amend the law to permit rape survivors to 
terminate unwanted pregnancies even beyond 20 weeks.

Aadhaar reliefs need 
legislative action: SC
New Delhi: The SC said the issuance of new Aadhaar only to citizens up 
to the age of six years require legislative intervention and appropriate 
amendments in the existing legal framework. The plea fi led by lawyer 
Ashwini Upadhyay had sought a direction to frame stringent guidelines 
for issuance of Aadhaar to adolescents and adults to stop infi ltrators 
from masquerading as Indian citizens. It had sought a direction to the 
authorities to install display boards at common service centres stating 
that the 12-digit unique identifi cation number was only a “proof of 
identity” and not a proof of citizenship, address or date of birth. The 
petitioner said it was not an adversarial litigation and the plea was for 
preventing infi ltrators from getting Aadhaar.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

New Delhi, May 4: Flagging 
the “alarming increase” in the 
cases of “barbaric’ acid attacks, 
the Supreme Court on Monday 
suggested that the Centre con-
sider enhancing the punish-
ment for such offences besides 
shifting the onus on the accused 
to prove that he is not guilty.

Under criminal jurispru-
dence, the onus to prove the 
guilt beyond a reasonable doubt 
against the accused lies on the 
prosecution unless the law pro-
vides otherwise.

The apex court directed that 
pending a suitable amendment, 
persons who are forcibly made 
to consume acid or have suf-
fered internal injuries without 
any outer disfi gurement would 
fall within the ambit of acid at-
tack victims under the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016.

A bench of Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and Justice Joyma-
lya Bagchi said this clarifi cato-
ry explanation shall be deemed 
to have been included from the 

very inception when the 2016 
Act came into force.

The top court passed the or-
der while hearing a public in-
terest litigation (PIL) fi led by 
acid attack survivor Shaheen 
Malik who has sought that such 
victims be categorised as per-
sons with disabilities to ensure 
access to welfare schemes.

During the hearing, Mon-
day, the CJI observed that the 
punishment prescribed for acid 
attacks was not proving to be a 
deterrent.

“The number of cases has 
increased. Barbaric and brutal 
acid attacks have been made,” 
the CJI said, adding, “Don't 
you think that the punishment 
should have been harsher?”

The bench said there has 
been an “alarming increase” 
in the number of acid attack 

cases since 2013 which itself is a 
serious issue of consideration.

The bench also suggested 
that assets of those convicted in 
such heinous cases be attached 
to compensate the victims of ac-
id attacks.

It also highlighted the need 
to have control over the sale of 
acid in the market.

During the hearing, it was 
pointed out before the bench 
that the victims, to whom ac-
id was administered by force, 
were not included within the 
expression ‘acid attack victims’ 
under the 2016 Act.

“Pending suitable amend-
ment... it is directed that for 
all intents and purposes, es-
pecially to give effect to the 
2016 Act, acid attack victims 
shall also include the victims 
to whom acid has been admin-

istered and shall include those 
who have suffered internal in-
juries even if there is no outer 
disfi gurement,” the bench said.

While dealing with Malik’s 
plea, the bench dated January 
27 batted for “extraordinary” 
punitive measures for convicts 
in acid attack cases.

It had asked the Centre to 
consider amending the law to 
sternly deal with such cases on 
the lines of dowry death mat-
ters, where the onus of proving 
innocence lies on the accused.

The top court had also asked 
all states and Union territories 
to provide a slew of informa-
tion, including the year-wise 
details of the number of acid 
attack cases and their status 
in courts besides the rehabili-
tation measures to support the 
victims.

The plea sought expansion of 
the defi nition of disabled per-
sons under the law to ensure 
that the victims who suffered 
life-threatening damages to 
their internal organs due to 
forced ingestion of acid get ad-
equate compensation and other 
reliefs, including medical care.

December 4 last year, the top 
court termed tardy trials in ac-
id attack cases as a “mockery 
of the system” and directed all 
high courts to submit details of 
such pending cases across the 
country within four weeks.

Airborne microplastics add 16% of soot’s warming impact: Study
Microplastics and 

nanoplastics are formed 
when larger plastic waste 
fragments

They are sized between one 
nanometre (one billionth 

of a metre) to up to 500 
micrometres (one millionth of a 
metre) in diameter

Studies have detected 
microplastics and 

nanoplastics in varied 
environments, including the 
human brain

SC fl ags rise in acid attacks
During the hearing, the 
CJI observed that the 

punishment prescribed 
for acid attacks was not 
proving to be a deterrent

COURT CORNER

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, May 4: Chair-
person of the Policy Research 
Council of Japan’s ruling Lib-
eral Democratic Party (LDP) 
Takayuki Kobayashi met For-
eign Secretary Vikram Misri 
before wrapping up his India 
visit, Monday. 

 “Both sides reaffi rmed the 
strategic importance of In-
dia-Japan relations and agreed 
to advance bilateral ties in do-
mains of shared interest,” the 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(MEA) stated on X.

Earlier in the day, Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal held talks with the vis-
iting Japanese delegation to 
strengthen bilateral trade and 
investment relations. 

“Met the delegation led by Mr 
Takayuki Kobayashi, Member of 
the House of Representatives and 
Chairperson of the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party’s (LDP) Policy 
Research Council, Japan,” Goyal 
said in a post on X. 

“Discussed strengthening 
India–Japan economic engage-
ment, enhancing MSME part-
nerships, and deepening col-
laboration in key sectors like 
automobiles, infrastructure, 
pharmaceuticals, and advanced 
manufacturing,” he added. 

Goyal also highlighted the 

need to boost exports from In-
dia and improve market access. 
He reaffi rmed India’s commit-
ment to further strengthening 
the business ecosystem, while 
exploring future pathways un-
der CEPA and broader Indo-Pa-
cifi c economic cooperation 
frameworks.

BJP National President Ni-
tin Nabin had a “productive 
interaction” with Kobayashi 
Takayuki and the Japanese 
delegation Sunday. 

The discussions focused on 
strengthening party-to-party 
engagement through structured 
dialogue and the exchange of 
best practices. Nabin also reaf-
fi rmed the shared commitment 
to further deepening India–Ja-
pan ties.

“Japan and India are not 
merely major powers. We are 
nations with rich civilisations 

and long histories. Deepening 
Japan-India relations through 
cooperation in security, eco-
nomic and industrial invest-
ment, and people-to-people 
exchanges will contribute to 
the stability and prosperity of 
the Indo-Pacifi c region. To that 
end, I shared the view with BJP 
President Nitin Nabin that it 
is necessary to promote par-
ty-to-party exchanges,” Takayu-
ki Kobayashi posted on X after 
the meeting.

As global supply chains re-
align and businesses look at 
setting up facilities outside 
China, India has emerged as a 
long-term strategic investment 
destination, with competitive 
export potential for Japan’s 
mid-sized companies to part-
ner with Indian MSMEs (micro, 
small, and medium enterprises) 
to drive growth.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

New Delhi, May 4: The sup-
ply of domestic LPG is nor-
mal, with online bookings for 
cooking gas rising to 99 per 
cent Sunday and no dry-outs 
reported at retail distributor-
ships despite the disruptions 
due to the West Asia crisis, 
the Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas said Monday. 

Domestic LPG deliveries 
based on the authentication 
code sent to the registered mo-
bile number of the consumer 
have increased to around 94 
per cent to prevent diversion 
at the distributor level. 

More than 23.58 lakh small 5 
kg LPG cylinders used by mi-
grant labourers have also been 
sold from April 1 to date. 

About 6.12 lakh PNG con-
nections have been gasifi ed 
and infrastructure created for 
an additional 2.67 lakh connec-
tions, along with about 6.79 
lakh customers registered for 
new connections since March 
this year, a ministry statement 
said. 

Retail prices for petrol and 
diesel remain unchanged de-
spite the global spike in oil 
prices, and adequate stocks of 
the two fuels are available at 
all petrol pumps of public sec-
tor oil companies, including 
Indian Oil, BPCL, and HPCL 
across the country, it said. 

Enforcement actions contin-
ue across the country to curb 
hoarding and black marketing 
of LPG. More than 1,570 raids 
were conducted across the 
country on Sunday. 

The public sector oil com-

panies have strengthened and 
continued surprise inspections 
and imposed penalties on 349 
LPG distributorships, and 74 
LPG distributorships have 
been suspended till Sunday. 

Over 43,760 PNG consumers 
have surrendered their LPG 
connections via MYPNGD.in 
website till Thursday, which 
will help to ease some pressure 
on LPG demand. 

The Ministry of Petroleum 
and Natural Gas further stated 
that it is taking steps to ensure 
the uninterrupted availability 
of petroleum products and LPG 
across the country, despite the 
closure of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Citizens are advised to avoid 
panic purchases of petrol, die-
sel, and LPG and to beware of 
rumours and rely on offi cial 
sources for correct informa-
tion. LPG consumers are re-
quested to use digital booking 
platforms and avoid visiting 
distributors.

All refi neries are operating 
at high capacity with adequate 
crude inventories, while suf-
fi cient stocks of petrol and 
diesel are being maintained. 
Local LPG production from 
refi neries has been increased 
to support domestic consump-
tion, the statement added. 

Online bookings of domestic LPG 
rise to 99 %, supply stays normal JAPANESE DELEGATION 

CALLS ON FOREIGN SECY
Both sides hold 

talks on advancing 
bilateral ties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 4: Maharashtra 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis Monday approved the 
strengthening of infrastruc-
ture and ensuring sustainable 
urban development in major 
metropolitan regions.

He chaired meetings of met-
ropolitan region development 
authorities covering Pune, 
Nashik, Chhatrapati Sambha-
jinagar and Nagpur, approving 
budgets, infrastructure projects 
and key policy reforms aimed 
at accelerating planned urban 
growth across the state. At the 
meeting of the Pune Metropol-
itan Region Development Au-
thority (PMRDA), Fadnavis 
directed offi cials to prepare a 
structural development plan 
within six months based on 
detailed fi eld assessments.

“The structural plan must 
be prepared within six months 
with proper on-ground inspec-
tion,” he said.

The authority approved a 
budget of `4,628.85 crore for 
2026-27, with a major allocation 
of `2,918.81 crore towards infra-
structure works such as ring 
roads, metro projects, road de-
velopment, the Katraj-Yerawada 
twin tunnel, and the Lonavala 
skywalk, an offi cial release said.

Fadnavis also instructed set-
ting up a special purpose vehicle 
for the twin tunnel project, with 
the Pune Municipal Corporation 
leading coordination efforts. He 
further directed the preparation 
of a development plan for 23 new-
ly-merged villages, preceded by 
a structural framework.

Fadnavis approves 
infra push in major 
metropolitan regions
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AFRICAN DANCE BIENNIAL
Twenty-fi ve dance companies from across 
Africa descended on a small Senegalese fi sh-
ing village over the weekend for the African 
Dance Biennial, the continent’s largest show-
case of contemporary African dance. Dozens 
of dancers in vivid oranges, greens and blues 
stomped, leapt, and collapsed into the sand 
of the sun-baked village of Toubab Dialao, an 
hour from the capital Dakar

I do not 
see those 

fi gures as dramat-
ic, but I think they 
should be handled 
in a harmonious 
way inside the 
framework of 
NATO
JONAS GAHR STORE | 
PRIME MINISTER, NORWAY

Japan, Oz deepen 
strategic ties
Melbourne: The prime 
ministers of Japan and 
Australia agreed to deepen 
cooperation in a wide arrange 
of areas including energy 
security, defence and critical 
minerals as the Iran war 
threatens global supply 
chains. Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae Takaichi met 
her Australian counterpart 
Anthony Albanese at 
Australia’s Parliament House 
Monday during Takaichi's fi rst 
visit to the country as national 
leader. Takaichi said they held 
strategic discussions China, 
Southeast Asia, Pacifi c Island 
countries, nuclear issues and 
abductions by North Korea. 

Philippines: Ashfall 
triggers mass evac 
Manila: More than 300 families 
have been evacuated after 
massive amounts of ash 
billowed from the Mayon 
volcano over the weekend 
due to the collapse of lava 
deposits from its slopes, 
offi cials said Monday. There 
was no explosive eruption 
from Mayon, which has 
been erupting mildly on 
and off since January, but 
huge deposits of lava on 
its southwestern slope 
suddenly cascaded down in a 
pyroclastic fl ow - an avalanche 
of hot rocks, ash and gas - 
before nightfall  Saturday, said 
Teresito Bacolcol, director 
of the Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology. 

Russian missile strike 
kills 6 in Kharkiv
Ukraine: A midmorning 
Russian missile attack on the 
town of Merefa, in Ukraine’s 
northeastern Kharkiv region, 
killed six people and wounded 
more than 30 others including 
a 2-year-old boy, Ukrainian 
offi cials said  Monday. 
Regional governor Oleh 
Syniehubov said that at least 
10 houses, an administrative 
building, four shops, a car 
repair workshop and a food 
establishment were damaged in 
the attack. 

Austria expels 3 
Russian diplomats
Vienna: Austria declared 
three Russian diplomats 
personae non gratae over an 
“antenna forest” on the roofs 
of diplomatic buildings that 
could be used for spying, the 
government  said  Monday. 
Numerous satellite dishes 
placed on buildings used by 
the Russian state in Vienna, 
particularly a residential 
complex for diplomatic 
staff, have long attracted 
the attention of Austria’s 
main domestic intelligence 
service.

A further 
concern is 
the coupling 

of the proposed 
agreements and 
frameworks to 
one another such 
that the conclusion of the critical 
minerals agreement is made 
conditional to the conclusion of 
the Health

MULAMBO HAIMBE |  
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS , ZAMBIA

Our resolve 
& commit-
ment are 

underpinned by 
the understanding 
that Taiwan will 
continue to engage 
with the world - no matter the 
challenges faced,

LAI CHING-TE  | PRESIDENT, TAIWAN

Sri Lanka 
recognises 
the Maldives 

as an important 
economic partner 
in the region, and 
we are keen to 
further expand this partnership

ANURA KUMARA DISSANAYAKE  |  
PRESIDENT, SRI LANKA

SHORT TAKES
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Dubai, May 4: US forces Mon-
day launched an effort to guide 
commercial ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz, where hun-
dreds have been stuck since the 
Iran war began.

Two American-fl agged mer-
chant ships have “successfully 
transited” through the critical 
waterway, the US military 
said. Separately, the US mili-
tary denied Iran’s claims that 
it struck an American Navy 
vessel southeast of the strait.

Iran handed over its latest 
proposal for negotiations with 
the US to mediators in Pakistan, 
Iran’s state-run IRNA news 
agency reported Friday. Trump 
subsequently said he’s “not sat-
isfi ed” with it, but did not elabo-
rate on the proposal’s apparent 
shortcomings. The shaky cease-
fi re between the US and Iran has 
lasted for three weeks.
European leaders see Trump’s 
troop drawdown from Germany 
as new proof they must go it 
alone

European leaders Monday 
said President Trump’s snap 
decision to pull thousands of 
US troops out of Germany came 
as a surprise but is a fresh sign 
that Europe must take care of 
its own security.

The Pentagon announced last 
week that it would pull some 
5,000 troops out of Germany, 
but Trump told reporters Sat-
urday that “we’re going to cut 
way down. And we’re cutting a 
lot further than 5,000.”

He offered no reason for 
the move, which blindsided 
NATO, but his decision came 
amid an escalating dispute with 
German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz over the US-Israeli war on 

Iran, and Trump’s anger over 
European allies’ reluctance to 
get involved in the confl ict in 
the Middle East.
Wall Street hesitates and oil 
prices climb with uncertainty 
about the Strait of Hormuz

The US stock market is hold-
ing tentatively near its record 
heights Monday, while oil pric-
es climb with uncertainty about 
when oil tankers can resume 
crossing the Strait of Hormuz 
and restore the world’s fl ow of 
crude. Dueling claims about a 
possible Iranian strike on a US 
Navy vessel in the strait height-
ened the tensions.

The S&P 500 slipped 0.1 per 
cent, coming off its latest all-
time high. The Dow Jones 

Industrial Average was down 
216 points, or 0.4 per cent, as of 
9:35 am Eastern time, and the 
Nasdaq composite was up 0.1 
per cent.

The action was stronger 
in the oil market, where the 
price for a barrel of Brent 
crude climbed 2 per cent to 
$110.37 and briefly topped 
$114 during the morning. 
Iran’s closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz due to its war with 
the United States has kept oil 
tankers pent up in the Persian 
Gulf and away from custom-
ers worldwide. That in turn 
has sent the price of Brent 
soaring from roughly $70 per 
barrel before the war.
US claims progress in reopening 
the Strait of Hormuz, saying two 
merchant ships have transited

The US military said Mon-
day that two American-fl agged 
merchant ships had successful-
ly transited the Strait of Hor-
muz and Navy guided-missile 
destroyers in the Persian Gulf 
were helping to restore ship-
ping traffi c. It separately denied 
Iran's claims to have struck an 
American Navy vessel.

Trump launches new effort 
to reopen Strait of Hormuz

US military says its 
warships in Gulf assisting 
merchant traffi c

US says two US-fl agged 
vessels safely passed strait

Trump announced US 
operation to aid stranded 
ships

Iran military tells US Navy 
to steer clear

REUTERS

Santa Fe, May 4: A trial is 
slated to begin in New Mexico 
Monday that will test the state’s 
claims that Meta’s Facebook, 
Instagram and WhatsApp plat-
forms harmed young users’ 
mental health and its bid for a 
court order forcing the compa-
ny to make changes.

The case, which will be tried 
before a judge in Santa Fe, 
stems from a lawsuit fi led by 
New Mexico Attorney General 
Raúl Torrez, a Democrat, ac-
cusing the social media giant 
of designing its platforms to 
addict young users and failing 
to protect children from sexual 
exploitation on its platforms.

The trial marks the second 
phase of New Mexico’s lawsuit 
after a jury in March found Me-
ta violated the state’s consumer 
protection law by misrepresent-
ing the safety of Facebook and 
Instagram for young users and 
ordered the company to pay 
$375 million in damages.

During this phase, the judge 
will decide whether Meta’s 
Facebook and Instagram plat-
forms have created a “public 
nuisance” under New Mexico 
law — a fi nding that would al-
low him to order wide-ranging 
remedies aimed at curbing al-
leged harms to young users.

Torrez’s offi ce is expected 

to seek both billions of dol-
lars more in damages and an 
order requiring Meta to make 
substantial changes to its plat-
forms for New Mexico users, 
including adding age verifi ca-
tion; redesigning its algorithm 
to promote quality content for 
minors; and ending autoplay 
and infi nite scroll for minors, 
according to court fi lings.

Meta has said it has taken 
extensive measures to ensure 
its young users are safe.

New Mexico’s case is among 
thousands of lawsuits accusing 
Meta and other social media 
companies of intentionally de-
signing products to be addictive 
to young people, leading to a na-
tionwide mental health crisis.

Meta warned investors last 
week that legal and regulato-
ry blowback in the European 
Union and the US “could signifi -
cantly impact our business and 
fi nancial results,” after years of 
mounting criticism about chil-
dren’s safety on social media.

Judge to decide if Meta created 
public nuisance under New 

Mexico law

Attorney General Raúl Torrez 
seeks billions in damages and 

major platform changes

Meta argues safety measures 
exist, disputes link to youth 

mental health issues

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Kathmandu, May 4: Nepal 
Monday renewed its territorial 
claim over Lipulekh while advo-
cating dialogue with India to re-
solve the issue, a day after New 
Delhi fi rmly dismissed Kath-
mandu’s stance on the region.

India Sunday fi rmly reject-
ed Nepal’s objection to the up-
coming Kailash Mansarovar 
Yatra via the long-established 
Lipulekh Pass in Uttarakhand, 
dismissing Kathmandu’s ter-
ritorial claims over the region 
as an “unilateral artifi cial 
enlargement” that New Delhi 
fi nds “untenable”.

New Delhi’s sharp reaction 
came hours after the Nepal 

foreign ministry issued a state-
ment, objecting to preparations 
by India and China for the an-
nual pilgrimage via Lipulekh 
Pass, claiming the region be-
longs to it.

“Nepal doesn’t intend to en-
large its boundary; the territory 
belongs to Nepal, and the gov-
ernment has a clear view about 
this and is committed to its 
stance,” the Nepal government 
spokesperson, Sasmit Pokharel, 
said while talking to the media.

“The issue needs to be re-
solved through collaboration 
and diplomatic dialogue be-
tween the two countries,” said 
Pokharel, who is also the Min-
ister for Education, Science and 
Technology. He said that the 
Foreign Ministry has already 
notifi ed India regarding the 
matter through a formal letter.

The pilgrimage to Mount 
Kailash and Mansarovar Lake 
in China’s Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion holds religious signifi cance 
for Hindus, Jains, and Buddhists.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Edmond (US), May 4: A shoot-
ing Sunday night at a party at a 
lake near Oklahoma City sent 
least 12 people to hospitals, ac-
cording to police and hospital 
offi cials.

Edmond police spokesper-
son Emily Ward said author-
ities received reports of shots 
being fi red at about 9 pm at a 
gathering of young people near 
Arcadia Lake. She said late 
Sunday that no arrests had 
been made yet.

“This is obviously a very 
terrifying situation and we un-
derstand the concern from the 
public and those involved and 
we are working extremely hard 
to fi nd the suspects,” she said.

“We’re kind of all over the 
metro speaking with victims 
and witnesses,” Ward said.

She said that 10 people were 
taken to hospitals and others 
drove themselves. She said 
victims were in “various con-
ditions”.

Nine people were at Integris 
Health Baptist Medical Center 
in Oklahoma City and three 
were at Integris Health Edmond 
Hospital, according to a hospi-
tal system spokesperson. The 
spokesperson said the patients 
were all still being assessed late 
Sunday night.

While police did not provide 
details about the party, a fl yer 
seen on social media after the 
shooting suggested that an 
event called Sunday Funday 
had been scheduled near the 
lake Sunday evening.

Shooting at lake near 
Oklahoma City sends 
at least 12 to hospitals

REUTERS

Ashgabat, May 4:  From a 
brightly lit, open-plan offi ce 
Azat Seyitmuhammedov runs 
an e-commerce startup, Wa-
brum, that he founded almost 
a decade ago.

In Berlin or San Francisco, 
this would be an everyday 
scene, but here in the capital of 
Turkmenistan, which is widely 
seen as one of the worlds most 
isolated and secretive coun-
tries, his business appears 

pretty ground-breaking.
“This may sound normal in 

Europe or the United States, but 
for Turkmenistan this is new,” 
said the 38-year-old father of six. 
“E-commerce here is still in its 
very early stages, and we con-
sider ourselves pioneers.”

His company is part of a 
fl owering of savvy, well-con-
nected private businesses in 
Turkmenistan, a largely desert 
country in Central Asia border-
ing Iran and Afghanistan. From 
an on-site warehouse, Seyitmu-
hammedov’s couriers fan out to 
customers across the former So-
viet republic, delivering mostly 
Turkish-made clothes and shoes.

Granted rare access to Turk-
menistan, Reuters was recently 
able to travel unescorted and to 
report freely on a country where 
technological innovations such 
as e-commerce are increasing-
ly being embraced. In politics, 
meanwhile, President Serdar 

Berdymukhamedov and his 
circle keep tight control.

INDEPENDENCE AND ISOLATION
After independence from 

Moscow in 1991, President Sa-
parmurat Niyazov – “Turkmen-
bashi” or head of the Turkmen 
- declared Turkmenistan “per-
manently neutral” and shut its 
doors to most visitors, adopting 
one of the world’s strictest visa 
regimes. It remains largely in 

place two decades after Niya-
zov’s death.

Turkmen offi cials frame 
their country’s isolation as 
a response to its challenging 
geography, citing the need to 
protect it from Islamist mili-
tants and drug smuggling from 
neighbouring Afghanistan. 

Under Niyazov, an elabo-
rate cult of personality grew 
around the president, while 
the capital city, Ashgabat, was 

rebuilt as a marble showcase, 
funded by Turkmenistan’s 
natural gas reserves, the 
world’s fourth-largest. Under 
subsequent presidents, the 
system has largely remained 
unchanged.

But since 2022, when Presi-
dent Serdar Berdymukhame-
dov took over from his father, 
Gurbanguly Berdymukhame-
dov, there have been signs of 
a modest thaw. The new pres-
ident has strengthened Turk-
menistan’s diplomatic ties, 

travelling abroad more often 
than his predecessors did.

Some foreign diplomats in 
Ashgabat told Reuters there is 
a sense of change, albeit slow, 
driven by generational change 
inside the ruling elite.

A CHANGING SOCIETY
But away from politics, 

Turkmen society is changing, 
nowhere faster than online, 
though the country has a rel-
atively low rate of internet 
usage.

The internet in Turkmeni-
stan is slow and heavily cen-
sored, which offi cials say is 
necessary to counteract mili-
tant Islamist ideas that have 
spread online in other Central 
Asian countries.

However, social media sites 
such as Instagram and TikTok, 
still blocked but accessible via 
VPNs, have gained popularity 
in recent years.

Turkmenistan is one of the 
world’s least visited countries

Capital city has been rebuilt 
in white marble off gas 

revenues

New president took over in 
2022, hints at political reform

Society is changing as some 
internal controls are relaxed

Reclusive Turkmenistan shows signs of cautiously opening up
In tightly controlled 
Turkmenistan, long 

known for its isolation, 
a small but noticeable 

shift is underway as 
e-commerce ventures and 

digital trends signal a 
cautious opening 

Nepal renews territorial 
claim over Lipulekh

Foreign Ministry seeks dialogue with India

Members of the 501st Legion Korean Garrison dressed as Star Wars characters parade to mark Star Wars Day, in 
Seoul, South Korea, Monday  PTI PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Dubai, May 4: Three Indian 
nationals were injured Mon-
day after a fi re broke out on the 
Fujairah Petroleum Industries 
Zone (FOIZ) in the UAE follow-
ing a drone strike, offi cials and 
reports said.

In a post on X, the Indian 
Embassy in the UAE confi rmed 
that three Indians sustained in-
juries in attacks in Fujairah.

“We are in touch with local 
authorities for ensuring ade-
quate medical care and welfare 
of the affected Indian nation-
als,” it added.

Earlier, the UAE’s state-run 
WAM news agency reported 
that the relevant authorities 
in the eastern emirate of Fu-
jairah confi rmed that a fi re had 
broken out in the FOIZ, result-
ing from a drone attack com-
ing from Iran. Fujairah Civil 
Defence teams immediately 
responded to the incident and 
are continuing efforts to bring 
the fi re under control, it added.

3 Indians injured 
in UAE’s Fujairah 
due to drone attack

New Mexico seeks 
child safety curbs 
on Meta platforms
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UPI ACHIEVES 22.35 BN 
TRANSACTIONS IN APRIL: DFS
New Delhi: About 22.35 billion trans-
actions were carried out through the 
Unifi ed Payments Interface (UPI) in April, 
Department of Financial Services said 
Monday. In volume terms, UPI transac-
tions grew 25 per cent in April 2026 over 
the April 2025 when it was 17.89 billion

In this fragmented world, 
traditional and isolated de-
velopment responses will 
fail. To survive and thrive 
in this new era, we must 
build deeply connected and 
resilient systems 
MASATO KANDA | PRESIDENT, ASIAN 
DEVELOPMENT BANK 

India-NZ FTA gateway 
to Oceania: Report
New Delhi: The India New 
Zealand free trade agreement 
sets a bilateral trade target 
of $5 billion over fi ve years 
and will act as a gateway to 
Oceania positioning India as a 
primary partner in the Pacifi c 
region, a report said Monday.  
The report from Brickwork 
Ratings said the pact also 
envisages $20 billion of foreign 
direct investment into India 
over 15 years and that near 
term FDI will reportedly target 
pharmaceuticals, agri tech 
and education. Emerging 
technologies and green energy 
will remain longer-horizon plays 
in the emerging framework. The 
agreement signed on April 27, 
2026, secures 100 per cent duty 
free access for Indian exports 
to New Zealand while opening 
70 per cent of India’s tariff lines 
to New Zealand goods. The 
report added that access to 
New Zealand technology and 
raw material inputs such as 
timber, coal and metal scrap 
could accelerate the next 
phase of manufacturing and 
industrial scale-up between 
the two countries. “The 
deal is a structural shift in 
India NZ economic relations, 
establishing a roadmap toward 
$5 billion in bilateral trade. 
Long term success depends 
on effective implementation, 
supply chain integration, and 
addressing non tariff barriers 
in subsequent rounds,” said 
Vikrant Chaturvedi, Associate 
Director, Brickwork Ratings.

India, Canada begin 
next round of FTA talks
New Delhi: India and Canada 
Monday started second round 
of negotiations for a free trade 
agreement aimed at boosting 
two-way commerce and 
investments, an offi cial said. 
The pact is offi cially known as 
the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 
and negotiations will cover 
trade in goods, services, and 
other mutually agreed policy 
areas. "The fi ve-day talks 
started on May 4 here," the 
offi cial said. The fi rst round 
was held in March. This round 
is important as Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal 
will visit Canada by end of this 
month to give an impetus to the 
negotiations.  The negotiations 
mark the resumption of talks, 
as the two countries had earlier 
engaged in a similar exercise, 
but Canada paused it in 2023. 
Now, they decided to resume 
talks from the beginning as a lot 
has changed on the global trade 
front during these two years. 
The negotiations are important 
as the two sides have fi xed a 
target to increase the bilateral 
trade to USD 50 billion by 2030. 
It stood at USD 8.66 billion in 
2024-25 (USD 4.22 billion exports 
and USD 4.44 billion imports).

SHORT TAKES

Supervision 
must look 
beyond 

formal compliance. 
Compliance asks 
whether the rule 
has been followed. 
Supervision asks whether the un-
derlying risk has been understood 
and addressed

SWAMINATHAN J | RBI DEPUTY GOVERNOR

Chinese-or-
igin and 
Vietnamese 

imports contin-
ued to challenge 
India's stain-
less-steel industry, 
with substandard material often 
rerouted through ASEAN countries, 
refl ecting persistent circumvention 
practices and raising concerns over 
the infl ux of substandard inputs

ABHYUDAY JINDAL | 
JINDAL STAINLESS MANAGING DIRECTOR 

uoteu

India must 
map and 
monitor key 

economic vulnera-
bilities, particularly 
in areas such as 
energy, food, 
fertilisers, metals and critical 
minerals, and proactively address 
both supply disruptions and price 
volatility

 S MAHENDRA DEV | EAC-PM CHAIRMAN 
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New Delhi, May 4: India’s 
manufacturing sector activity 
witnessed mild recoveries in 
growth of new business intakes 
and production, but rates of in-
crease were the second-weakest 
in nearly four years.

The seasonally adjusted 
HSBC India Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers’ Index 
rose from 53.9 in March to 
54.7 in April, signalled the sec-
ond-slowest improvement in 
overall operating conditions 
in close to four years.

HSBC India Manufacturing 
Purchasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) is a gauge of overall 
conditions derived from mea-
sures of new orders, output, 
employment, supplier deliv-
ery times and stocks of pur-
chases. In the PMI parlance, 
a print above 50 means expan-
sion, while a score below 50 
denotes contraction.

The two largest sub-compo-
nents of the PMI, new orders 
and output, rose since March 
but trailed readings seen in at 
least three-and-a-half years.

"India's manufacturing PMI 
rose to 54.7 in April, up from 
53.9 in March, but still marking 
the second-slowest improve-
ment in operating conditions 
in nearly four years," said 
Pranjul Bhandari, Chief India 
Economist at HSBC.

Survey participants indicat-
ed that advertising and demand 
resilience supported sales and 
production, but that growth 
was hampered by competi-
tive conditions, the war in the 

Middle East and a reluctance 
among clients to approve pend-
ing quotes.

"Spillovers from the Middle 
East confl ict are becoming 
more evident, particularly 
through infl ation: input costs 
increased at the fastest pace 
since August 2022, and output 
prices rose at the quickest rate 
in six months," Bhandari said, 
adding that "output, new or-
ders (including exports) and 

employment all grew moder-
ately, pointing to continued 
resilience in India's manufac-
turing sector."

Meanwhile, new export or-
ders expanded sharply at the 
start of the fi rst fi scal quarter, 
with the pace of growth reach-
ing a 7-month high. Firms noted 
better demand from clients in 
several countries, including 
Australia, France, Japan, Ken-
ya, mainland China, Saudi Ara-

bia, the UAE and the UK.
On the price front, compa-

nies continued to indicate 
that the war in the Middle 
East exerted upward pres-
sure on inflation. Input costs 
and output charges rose at the 
quickest rates in 44 and six 
months respectively.

Amid reports of higher prices 
for aluminium, chemicals, elec-
trical components, fuel, leather, 
petroleum products and rubber, 
average cost burdens rose fur-
ther in April. Panellists often 
attributed hikes to the Middle 
East war.

The overall rate of infl ation 
climbed to its highest in August 
2022. Subsequently, goods pro-
ducers lifted their fees to the 
greatest extent in six months, 
the survey noted.

In terms of employment, de-
spite only a marginal increase 
in outstanding business vol-
umes, manufacturers recruited 
additional workers at the start 
of the fi rst fi scal quarter. More-
over, the rate of job creation 
was marked and the strongest 
in ten months.

Indian manufacturers re-
mained optimistic towards 
growth prospects. However, the 
overall level of positive senti-
ment slipped since March. Con-
fi dence was pinned on hopes 
that marketing efforts would 
bear fruit and that pending 
projects would be approved.

The HSBC India Manufac-
turing PMI is compiled by S&P 
Global from responses to ques-
tionnaires sent to purchasing 
managers in a panel of around 
400 manufacturers.

Mfg growth sees mild recovery in Apr
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 4: Benchmark 
Sensex rebounded by 356 
points, while the Nifty settled 
above 24,100 Monday, as buy-
ing in blue-chip stocks and 
state poll results trending in 
line with market expectations 
lifted investor sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex 
climbed 355.90 points or 0.46 
per cent to settle at 77,269.40. 
During the day, it jumped 
997.25 points or 1.29 per cent 
to 77,910.75. The 50-share NSE 
Nifty rallied 121.75 points or 
0.51 per cent to end at 24,119.30.

From the 30-Sensex fi rms, 
Adani Ports, Hindustan Unile-
ver, Reliance Industries, Larsen 
& Toubro, Eternal and Maruti 
were among the biggest gainers. 
Bharti Airtel, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank, Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices and ITC were among the 
laggards from the pack.

"Investor sentiment re-
mained supported by a favour-
able election outcome in West 
Bengal and a better-than-ex-
pected Q4 earnings, helping 
markets look past Middle 
East-related concerns. Howev-
er, intermittent profi t booking 
persisted amid uncertainty 
surrounding the US 'Project 
Freedom' initiative to reopen 
the Strait of Hormuz," Vinod 
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit 
Investments Limited, said.

While the resolution path 
may take time, optimism 
around gradual progress con-
tinues, he said, adding that 

crude prices holding below 
USD 110 are providing near-
term comfort.

Broader markets also ad-
vanced with the BSE SmallCap 
Select index jumping 0.79 per 
cent and MidCap Select index 
by 0.75 per cent.

Among major sectoral gain-
ers, BSE Realty, Services, Cap-
ital Goods, Industrials, Health-
care and Utilities gained more 
than 1 per cent. BSE IT and PSU 
Bank were major losers. A total 
of 2,607 stocks advanced, while 
1,735 declined and 216 remained 
unchanged on the BSE.

"Markets are expected to sus-
tain their gradual upmove, with 
near-term direction anchored 
around three key drivers - soft-
er crude oil prices, strong do-
mestic data (record GST collec-
tion & healthy April auto sales 
growth), and political clarity 
post state election outcomes.  
A BJP win in three out of fi ve 
assembly elections is likely to 
reinforce political stability and 
provide a sentiment boost, while 
record GST collection and bet-
ter-than-expected auto volume 
growth signals resilient underly-
ing demand," Siddhartha Khem-
ka - Head of Research, Wealth 
Management, Motilal Oswal 
Financial Services Ltd, said.

Brent crude, the global oil 
benchmark, jumped 1.48 per 
cent to USD 109.8 per barrel.

In Asian markets, South 
Korea's benchmark Kospi and 
Hong Kong's Hang Seng index 
ended higher. Markets in Japan 
were closed due to a holiday.

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 4: Axis 
Bank reaffi rmed its long-term 
commitment to Odisha, posi-
tioning the state as a key growth 
market driven by inclusive 
banking, digital innovation, 
and a steadily expanding MSME 
ecosystem at a programme here 
Monday. The Bank highlighted 
strong momentum across retail, 
MSME, and institutional seg-
ments, supported by a wider 
physical footprint and acceler-
ating digital adoption.

Highlighting the importance 
of operations in the state, Reyn-
old D’Souza, President & Head 
– Branch Banking, North & 
TASC Business, Axis Bank, 
said, “Odisha is a strategical-
ly important market for Axis 
Bank, not only for its growth 
potential but also for the op-
portunity it offers to build in-
clusive and sustainable bank-
ing models. At Axis Bank, we 
are focused on contributing to 
the state’s progress through 
strong partnerships, responsi-
ble banking, and innovation led 
solutions that create long term 
value for communities, busi-
nesses, and institutions alike.”

“74% of the branches in rural 
and semi-urban areas in Odis-
ha brings about our focus on 
how we want to look at fi nan-
cial inclusion and bring closer 
the differences in mainstream 
organised banking. In rural ar-
eas, we make sure that people 

use the bank’s infrastructure 
which helps them do things 
digitally. The ‘Samaroh’ cus-
tomer outreach programme of 
the bank helps build relation-
ships with both new and pro-
spective customers. In terms of 
mobile banking, customers can 
get various services in different 
languages,” D’Souza added.

With a well-diversifi ed pres-
ence in all 30 districts, Axis 
Bank operates 258 branches, 
including 35 branches in Bhu-
baneswar, along with 300 ATMs 
and cash recyclers in the state. 

As part of its forward-looking 
strategy, Axis Bank is advanc-
ing its ‘phygital’ banking mod-
el, seamlessly integrating dig-
ital capabilities with physical 
network. Nearly three-fourths 
of routine branch transactions 
have now migrated to digital 

channels, enhancing effi cien-
cy and customer convenience. 
With its digital-fi rst approach, 
Axis Bank has introduced AI-
led tools like Adi and Siddhi to 
enhance productivity and cus-
tomer engagement, alongside 
24x7 Express Banking Digital 
Points and the industry-fi rst ful-
ly digital Digi Locker Branch.

With MSMEs as a focused 
segment, the Bank is enabling 
their growth through solutions 
such as merchant cash advanc-
es, quick overdrafts, and early 
ecosystem engagement under 
Project Pravesh, complemented 
by cluster led outreach across 
100+ districts.

Saurabh Datta, Regional 
Branch Banking Head – East 2 
along with other offi cials of the 
bank were also present in the 
programme.

REUTERS

Mumbai, May 4: India's cen-
tral bank is studying ways 
to mobilise dollar inflows to 
bolster its foreign exchange 
buffers and cushion rising 
pressure on the rupee from a 
spike in oil prices driven by 
the Iran war, three sources 
familiar with the discussions 
told Reuters.

The rupee has slumped 5.5% 
this year, sliding to an all-time 
low of 95.33 per dollar last Thurs-
day, while foreign exchange re-
serves have fallen from a peak 
of $728.5 billion and equity out-
fl ows have hit $19 billion over 
March and April alone.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has maintained it is 
comfortable with its reserves 
- enough to cover 11 months of 

imports - but the latest policy 
discussions underscore fresh 
urgency to bolster defences 
amid capital outfl ows.

The discussions at the central 
bank have not been previously 
reported, though analysts have 
speculated about how authori-
ties might resurrect elements of 
their crisis-era playbook.

Among the steps being con-
sidered is reviving a mecha-
nism last used in 2013 to draw 
in dollar deposits from non-res-
ident Indians, two of these 
sources said. A second option 
being discussed is eliminating 
withholding tax on overseas 
government bond investors to 
encourage fl ows, they said.

No fi nal decision has been 
taken, and any move would be 
made in consultation with the 
government, the third source 

said. Reuters could not estab-
lish when a decision would be 
taken. "Both are under serious 
consideration," the source 
added, noting that the fi nal de-
cision on taxation rests with 
India's fi nance ministry.

The sources declined to be 

identifi ed since they are not 
authorised to speak to the me-
dia. An email to the RBI and 
the federal fi nance ministry 
seeking comment was not im-
mediately answered.

The war between the US, Is-
rael and Iran - now in its third 

month - has weakened the Indi-
an currency, adding to a near 
5% fall in 2025.

The two measures under con-
sideration could help draw in 
dollars from overseas.

The deposit scheme was 
used to stabilise the rupee in 
2013 and brought in about $26 
billion at a time when U.S. in-
terest rates were close to zero. 
At the time, the central bank 
allowed banks to swap dollars 
raised via such deposits at con-
cessional rates.

The second option under dis-
cussion is removing a 5% with-
holding tax charged to foreign 
investors in Indian government 
bonds, which could encourage 
infl ows, the sources said.

Foreign investors were net 
buyers of Indian government 
bonds in 2025, investing about 

$6.5 billion, but that momentum 
has cooled in 2026, with infl ows 
of only around $1.1 billion so far 
this year as sentiment turned 
more cautious after the Iran 
confl ict.

Equity outfl ows have accel-
erated, taking cumulative 2026 
withdrawals to about $20.6 bil-
lion - exceeding outfl ows for all 
of 2025.

The measures will primar-
ily help bolster foreign ex-
change reserves and steady 
the rupee as well, one of the 
sources said.

The central bank has already 
clamped down on arbitrage 
trades by banks while nudging 
oil companies to reduce dollar 
purchases in the spot market 
to support the rupee. However, 
its performance is in line with 
oil-importing Asian peers.

RBI explores steps to mobilise dollar infl ows as rupee slides

Axis Bank deepens Odisha roots: Focus 
on digital innovation, MSME support

Stock markets rebound 
on buying in bluechips

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, May 4: Hon-
ouring the cultural signifi -
cance of Sabitri Brata, Chandi 
Bhandar recently launched its 
new ‘Sangam’ collection.

The Sangam collection is 
crafted in hallmarked ster-
ling silver and each Man-
galsutra reflects a timeless 
expression of love, com-
mitment, and togetherness. 
Alongside this, the collec-
tion also offers a wide range 
of oxidised, minimal, and 
sterling silver designs fea-
turing zircon accents, del-

icate pearls, and intricate 
detailing crafted to celebrate 
bonds that last a lifetime. 

Women can explore zir-
con-studded necklaces, ban-
gles, earrings, rings, brace-
lets, and anklets, while the 
Amogh Collection for men 
features refined brace-
lets, rings, cufflinks, and 
chains. A charming range 
for kids adds playful yet 
premium silver pieces for 
precious moments. 

“At Chandi Bhandar, every 
creation is designed to cele-
brate the beauty, resilience, 
and unique identity of every 

woman. Through every de-
sign, we aim to honour the 
many roles she embraces and 
the strength, grace, and indi-
viduality that defi ne her jour-
ney,” said Lipsa Hans, Direc-
tor, Chandi Bhandar.

Chandi Bhandar also an-
nounced an exclusive festive 
offer between May 1 to May 16 
and customers can avail of a 
fl at 20% off on making charges 
on jewellery. This limit-
ed-time offer celebrates the 
spirit of Sabitri and express-
es heartfelt gratitude for the 
continued love and support 
received over the years. 

POST NEWS NETWORK

Pipili, May 4: The Region-
al Offi ce of Odisha Grameen 
Bank, Pipili organised a free 
health check-up camp for se-
nior citizens on its 2nd Foun-
dation Day.

The initiative was conduct-
ed under the leadership of 
Regional Manager Soumya-
darshan Kar and witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
from the local community.

The programme was formal-
ly inaugurated by Chief Guest, 
SK Babu, Chairman of NAC 
Pipili, who appreciated the 
bank’s efforts in addressing the 
healthcare needs of the elderly.

As part of its Corporate So-

cial Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative, the bank also arranged 
a special lunch for senior cit-
izens residing in a govern-
ment-approved old age home 
at Pipili, bringing warmth and 
care to the occasion.

The event received valuable 
support from Prafulla Kumar 
Panda, President of the Senior 
Citizens' Forum, Pipili, along 

with other members of the fo-
rum, who actively contributed 
to the success of the programme.

The initiative has been 
widely praised across the lo-
cality and various forums, 
refl ecting the bank’s growing 
role in community welfare and 
its continued dedication to 
serving society beyond bank-
ing services.

BIZ BUZZ

Chandi Bhandar launches Sangam collection for Sabitri

Odisha Grameen Bank holds free health camp at Pipili

ON THE PRICE FRONT, COMPANIES 
CONTINUED TO INDICATE THAT THE WAR 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST EXERTED UPWARD 

PRESSURE ON INFLATION. INPUT COSTS AND 
OUTPUT CHARGES ROSE AT THE QUICKEST 

RATES IN 44 AND SIX MONTHS RESPECTIVELY



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Mumbai, May 4: Rohit Shar-
ma (84) made a gratifying re-
turn from an injury-enforced 
layoff and Ryan Rickelton (83) 
gave another account of his 
hitting prowess as Mumbai In-
dians crushed Lucknow Super 
Giants by six wickets in their 
Indian Premier League match 
here Monday.

Openers Rohit and Rickelton 
put on their third century part-
nership in the IPL -- this time 
143 runs -- and laid the founda-
tion for the much-needed win. 
MI overhauled LSG's 228/5 with 
229/4 in 18.4 overs.

After Nicholas Pooran made 
the most of some ordinary bowl-
ing from MI with a 21-ball 63, 
Rohit and Rickelton made mer-
ry during their 65-ball stand.

The former Mumbai Indians 
skipper Rohit had missed fi ve 
matches due to a hamstring in-
jury which he sustained while 
batting against Royal Challeng-
ers Bengaluru here on April 12.

But the 39-year-old showed 
no discomfort while clobber-
ing seven sixes and six fours 
during his 44-ball knock, and 
Rickelton continued his rich 
vein of form with commanding 
stroke play around the park.

But Rickelton fell to Mohsin 
Khan in the 11th over, playing 
one straight to cover after a two 
towering sixes previously.

Rohit looked set for his third 
IPL ton but he top-edged impact 

sub Manimaran Siddharth 
(2/47) to be caught at short fi ne 
leg in the 14th over.

Tilak Varma (11) failed to 
make a dent, while MI stand-in 
skipper Suryakumar Yadav (12) 
was once again caught near the 
ropes, instilling some nerves in 
the hosts.

But Naman Dhir (23 not out) 

and Will Jacks (10 not out) com-
pleted the task.

In the Power Play, MI 
weren't off to a fl ier but 
50 odd runs came off in 
fi rst fi ve overs. The hosts 
found the launchpad in the 
sixth when Avesh Khan was 
pulverised for 21 runs by Rohit.

The LSG seamer constantly 
missed his lengths and Rohit 
followed a couple of fours with 
as many sixes.

Rickelton, who began with a 
six off Mohsin over deep square 
leg, lit up the chase with com-
pelling shot-making against 

pace and spin alike.
Earlier, Lucknow Su-

per Giants rode on a 
whirlwind 20-ball 63 
from Pooran to survive a 

mid-inning slowdown and 
post a par 228 for fi ve.
Pooran cashed in on poor line 

and lengths from MI bowlers to 
pepper the on-side with eight 
sixes and a four in his minute-
a-mile knock, which gave LSG 
the impetus along with Mitchell 
Marsh's 44 (25 balls; 4x4s, 3x6s) 
at the top.

While Jasprit Bumrah (0/45) 
remained wicketless and over-

stepped thrice, Corbin Bosch 
(2/20) applied the brakes 
on LSG's charge in the mid-
dle-overs as they looked set for 
a total in excess of 240 at one 
stage.

Perhaps, jaded after months 
of T20 cricket, an off-colour 
Bumrah not only missed nail-
ing his yorkers twice but also 
overstepped on one and Marsh 
smacked fours on both the oc-
casions.

As many as 21 runs came off 
the fourth over from Bumrah 
and there was further misery in 
store for MI in the powerplay.

Will Jacks fed Pooran with 
deliveries in his zone and the 
former West Indies skipper 
obliged with three massive six-
es to race to 22 off eight from 3 
off three. 

Pooran then tore into AM 
Ghazanfar, clobbering two six-
es and a four off the sixth over 
to fi re LSG to 90 for one in the 
powerplay, which is now the 
joint second-highest score in 
that phase for any visiting side 
against Mumbai Indians here.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Rome, May 4: Most tennis 
players - even some of the very 
best ones - have days where 
they struggle and don't feel the 
ball the way that they want to.

For top-ranked Jannik Sin-
ner, those types of days are 
getting rarer and rarer.

The World No 1 delivered a 
commanding performance to 
defeat Alexander Zverev and 
clinch the men’s singles title 
at the Mutua Madrid Open 
Sunday, creating history with 
a fi fth consecutive ATP Masters 
1000 triumph.

The Italian needed only 58 
minutes to seal a one-sided 6-1, 
6-2 victory, extending his re-
markable run at the elite level. 
With the win, Sinner became 
the fi rst player since the series 
began in 1990 to capture fi ve 
straight Masters 1000 titles, un-
derlining his dominance across 
surfaces.

Sinner seems unstoppable 
entering his home Italian Open. 
And with Carlos Alcaraz side-
lined due to a right wrist inju-
ry, it doesn't seem like anyone 
can beat the top-ranked Sinner 
as the heart of the tennis season 
approaches with the French 
Open and Wimbledon coming 
up over the next two months.

"He's very stable. He doesn't 
have dips. He doesn't have 
phases where he goes 
down," No 3 Alexan-
der Zverev said 
after getting rout-
ed by Sinner in 
Sunday's Ma-
drid Open fi nal 
for his ninth 
straight loss 
to the Italian. 
"That's why he's 
world No 1."

Sinner's title in the 
Spanish capital made him the 
fi rst player to win fi ve consec-
utive Masters 1000 events - the 
top tournaments outside of the 
Grand Slams - and extended his 
winning streak to 23 matches.

Sinner hasn't lost since get-
ting beat by Jakub Mensik in 
the Qatar Open quarterfi nals 
February 19.

“There's a big gap between 
Sinner and everybody else right 
now,” Zverev said. “It's quite 
simple. And to think that at age 
24, Sinner is still developing his 
game.”

Italian Open next
Up next for Sinner is his 

home Italian Open, which 
starts this week and also hap-
pens to be the only Masters 
Series event that he hasn't won.

While there have been 
questions over wheth-

er Sinner might 
sit out Rome af-
ter his string 
of successes 
and choose to 
rest up for the 
French Open, 

which starts 
May 24, he dis-

missed that idea af-
ter beating Zverev.

"Playing at home is always 
very special," Sinner said. 
"Physically, I'm good. There is 
no reason not to play Rome."

Last year, Sinner lost the 
Rome fi nal to Alcaraz in his 
comeback tournament after a 
three-month doping ban.

Notably, Sinner also became 
the fi rst player to win the sea-

son’s opening four Masters 1000 
events, having earlier com-
pleted the ‘Sunshine Double’ 
without losing a set and then 
overcoming Carlos Alcaraz in 
Monte-Carlo.

The Ital-
ian now 
stands 
on the 
brink of 
further 
milestones. 
He is one 
title away 
from com-
pleting the 
coveted 
Ca-

reer Golden Masters, a feat 
achieved only by Novak 
Djokovic, and will have the op-
portunity to do so at the upcom-
ing Rome Masters on home soil.
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SHORT TAKES

TODAY'S MATCH
DC CSKvs

TIME: 7:30 PM
Star Sports channels & JioHotstar

TEAMS P W L NRR PTS

IPL STANDINGS

PBKS 9 6 2 0.855 13

RCB 9 6 3 1.420 12

SRH 10 6 4 0.644 12

RR 10 6 4 0.510 12

GT 10 6 4 -0.147 12

CSK 9 4 5 0.005 8

DC 9 4 5 -0.895 8

KKR 9 3 5 -0.539      7

MI 10 3 7 -0.649 6

LSG 9 2 7 -1.076 4

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Miami Gardens, May 3: 
Kimi Antonelli won the Mi-
ami Grand Prix Sunday for 
his third consecutive Formu-
la 1 victory as the 19-year-old 
Mercedes drivers continued to 
show he's a legitimate champi-
onship contender.

With this win, the Italian 
teenager stretched his Formu-
la One championship lead to 
20 points. The youngest driver 
ever to lead the standings, at 19 
years old, Antonelli made more 
history as the fi rst to take his 
fi rst three career F1 wins in 
successive races and all from 
pole position.

Antonelli started from the 
pole but had a slick start on 
a damp surface at the Miami 
International Autodrome. 
Threats of heavy rain led F1 to 
move up the start of the race by 
three hours, and there was an 
early morning heavy thunder-
storm with lightning strikes 
directly over the Hard Rock 
Stadium, but it had cleared by 
the time the event began.

Still, the fi rst 25 laps were at-
tacked by the drivers as if the 
rain could return at any mo-
ment, and it led to early chaos, 
even for Antonelli.

Charles Leclerc of Ferrari 
had a spectacular start from 
third and surged to the lead 
when Antonelli went wide 
off course trying to defend. A 
split-second later, Max Verstap-
pen spun trying to hold off Le-
clerc when the two cars made 
contact. The contact caused 
Verstappen, who started 
a season-best second, to 
plummet to ninth after 
the spin.

Antonelli recovered 
and reclaimed 
the lead on the 
fi fth lap, and the 
leaders briefl y 
swapped positions as 
Leclerc moved back to 
the front before reigning 
world champion Lando 
Norris took over on Lap 14.

Verstappen worked his way 
through the fi eld and briefl y 

took the lead as others pitted, 
but Antonelli beat Norris off pit 
lane and reclaimed the lead for 
good once everything cycled out.

Norris fi nished second, 3.2 
seconds behind Antonelli, 
as the Italian and teammate 
George Russell have won the 
fi rst four races of this season 
for Mercedes. Leclerc was go-
ing to fi nish third until 
Oscar Piastri of Mc-
Laren passed him on 
the fi nal lap. Leclerc 
spun and settled for 
sixth.

Russell was 
fourth and Verstap-
pen fi nished a sea-
son-best fi fth for Red Bull. 
Lewis Hamilton of Ferrari was 
seventh.

Cadillac, in its fi rst race in 
the United States, had an un-
impressive weekend on the 
track even as it splashed its 
way through Miami with ap-
pearances and events. Sergio 
Perez fi n- ished 16th 
and Valtteri 

Bot-
tas 

was 
18th - 

the last 
car to 

fi nish in 
the 22-driv-

er fi eld.
Messy 

startIsack 
Hadjar had 

been dis-
qualifi ed 

after qual-
ifying 

and 

started last, but his race lasted 
fi ve laps before he drove his 
Red Bull into the wall. Hadjar 
was openly angry at the result 
as he pounded his helmet be-
fore climbing from his car and 
angrily stomping away.

Seconds later, Pierre Gasly 
and Liam Lawson made con-

tact that caused Gasly's car 
to do a full rollover. 

The Frenchman's 
car ended stuck 
with its rear tires 
atop a barrier and 
he climbed from 
the half-suspended 

BMW on his own.
Up nextThe Canadi-

an Grand Prix is next for 
F1 at Circuit Gilles Villeneuve 
in Montreal on May 24. That 
date was traditionally held by 
the Monaco Grand Prix but a 
tweak to the schedule shifted 
it to Canada, and F1 will no 
longer be the opener for what 
had traditionally been the most 
prolifi c day in motorsports.

The F1 race typically opened 
the morning ahead of the India-
napolis 500 and then NASCAR's 
Coca-Cola 600. Because the race 
is in Canada and not Monaco, it 
has a late after-

noon start 
time and 
will fol-
low the 
Indy 
500 and 
end 
during 
the 

NA-
SCAR 

race.

OWNING THE TRACKS

F1 hat-trick for Antonelli
Kimi Antonelli wins the Miami Grand Prix for his third straight F1 victory

Antonelli 
takes his fi rst 

three wins from pole

Italian stretches lead to 
20 points

Norris second, Piastri 
third for McLaren

Sinner’s unstoppable wave hits homeThe Italian crushes 
Zverev to bag 

Madrid Open and 
claim record 5th 
straight Masters 

1000 title

Up 
next, the 

World No 1 heads 
to his home Italian 

Open, the only Masters 
event he hasn’t yet 

conquered

Monte-Carlo.
The Ital-

an now
stands
on the
brink of
further
milestones.
He is one
itle away

from com-
pleting the
coveted
Ca-
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INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

Rome, May 4: Inter Milan 
clinched its 21st Serie A title 
with three rounds to spare af-
ter a 2-0 win over Parma at San 
Siro. 

Romanian coach Cristian 
Chivu achieved the feat of win-
ning the Scudetto in his fi rst 
year in charge of Serie A since 
the start of the season. The last 
person to do so was Sacchi at 
AC Milan. 

Goals from Marcus Thur-
am and Henrikh Mkhitaryan 
secured the victory, sealing 
Inter's second league title in 
three seasons.

Inter entered the match 
with a nine-point lead over 

second-placed Napoli, which 
had been held to a 0-0 draw by 
Como Saturday, meaning a sin-
gle point was enough to confi rm 
the title.

The home side dominated 

early but struggled to break 
down Parma until fi rst-half 
stoppage time, when Piotr Ziel-
inski's pass found Thuram, who 
fi red home.

Inter maintained the pres-

sure after the break and dou-
bled its lead in the 80th minute, 
as Lautaro Martinez set up fel-
low substitute Mkhitaryan for 
a close-range fi nish.

Martinez said, "I’m very 
happy. We always said this 
was our objective, and now 
we have to enjoy this mo-
ment because it wasn’t easy 
to achieve such an important 
goal. In football and in life, 
you go through diffi cult mo-
ments. Last season is the ex-
ample, when we came close to 
winning everything but in the 
end didn’t lift a trophy. This 
season, however, shows that in 
football and in life you have to 
get back up, give everything, 
and never give up."

INTER SEAL 21ST SERIE A CROWN
Inter Milan win the Italian league title in style with three rounds to spare

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Pattaya (Thailand), May 4: 
Mumbai's Kiaan Shah, repre-
senting Rayo Racing, produced 
his best result in international 
karting, with a second place fi n-
ish in round 2 of the RMC Asia 
Trophy here.

The 15-year-old clocked 
51.218s on the 1.2 km Bira 
circuit, just 0.118 seconds be-
hind Thailand's Pannu Stien-
monkong, who was the fastest 
in the qualifying. Kiaan started 
fourth in heat 2, but lost a place 
at the start. He soon overtook 
Japanese racer Shun Sekiguchi 
and Eason Tseng of Chinese 
Taipei. Next, he got past Stien-
monkong and fi nished second 
behind Thailand's Toby Gale.

Disaster struck in heat 3, 
when Kiaan's engine shut 
off while running third. A 

quick-thinking Kiaan found the 
problem and fi xed back a wire. 
But still fi nished last.

Kiaan was unable to close the 
gap with the leader and eventu-
ally fi nished second, 3.8 seconds 
behind Gale, who won. Stien-
monkong was third. The same 
grid contested the Thailand 
Championship and therefore 
Kiaan won two trophies, one 
for the Asian Championship 
and one for the Thai.

Kiaan claims strong Asia Series fi nish

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Margao, May 4: Bengaluru FC 
were held to a 1-1 draw by Odi-
sha FC in their Indian Super 
League match here Monday, 
as Braian Sanchez's second-half 
penalty cancelled out Rahim 
Ali's opener in a closely con-
tested match at PJN Stadium.

Despite dominating posses-
sion for large spells, the Blues 
were unable to break down a 
resolute Odisha defence and 
could only rescue a point. They 
remain sixth in the standings 
with 17 points from 11 match-
es, maintaining their unbeaten 
away record, while Odisha FC 
remain 13th with seven points 
from 10 matches.

Braian Sanchez was named 
the Man of the Match for his 
infl uential performance and 
well-taken equaliser.

OFC-BFC share spoils

India gear up for 
test against Japan
Suzhou (China): India face a stern 
test against powerhouse Japan 
as they look to bounce back 
from their opening game defeat 
and revive their campaign in the 
AFC U17 Women's Asian Cup 
2026 here Tuesday. The Young 
Tigresses lost their opening Group 
B match to Australia 0-2 and fi nd 
themselves in a situation where 
every goal will matter after Japan 
crushed Lebanon 13-0 to garner 
three points. Japan, among the 
most technically refi ned sides in 
women's football, bring formidable 
pedigree into the clash, having 
reached the fi nal in seven of 
the nine editions of the AFC U17 
Women's Asian Cup and lifting 
the title four times. The Asian 
giants also underlined their global 
dominance by clinching the FIFA 
U-17 Women's World Cup crown 
in 2014. Though Japan will start 
as overwhelming favourites, 
the Young Tigresses remain 
undaunted, with head coach 
Pamela Conti asserting that her 
players will take the fi eld with a 
clear and focused mindset.

Shooters continue 
poor World Cup form
Almaty (Kazakhstan): India's 
Ganemat Sekhon shot 70 out of 
75 to end day one just a point 
outside the top eight, while 
veteran Mairaj Ahmad Khan 
endured another disappointing 
outing in the skeet competition 
at the ISSF World Cup Shotgun 
here Monday. The Chandigarh-
based Sekhon, a silver medallist 
at this range three years ago, was 
the best-placed Indian, sitting 
ninth and in contention for a 
fi nals berth with 50 qualifi cation 
targets and the fi nals scheduled 
for Tuesday. In the men's event, 
the 50-year-old Mairaj began with 
a 25 before slipping to 23 and 
23, ending the day on 71 in 27th 
place. Fellow Olympian Anantjeet 
Singh Naruka also opened with 
a perfect 25 but managed only 
23 and 21 thereafter to total 69, 
extending his underwhelming 
run this season. Gurjoat Singh 
Khangura shot 22, 24 and 24 for 
an aggregate of 70, placing him at 
33rd. Among women, Raiza Dhillon 
shot 69 (22, 23, 24), while Parinaaz 
Dhaliwal managed 66 (22, 21, 23). 

MI back to winning ways
Rohit, Rickelton run riot to power Mumbai Indians to 6-wicket win over Lucknow Super Giants

IPL

Brief scores: 
Lucknow Super Giants: 228 for 
5 in 20 overs (Mitchell Marsh 
44, Nicholas Pooran 63, Aiden 
Markram 31 not out, Himmat 
Singh 40 not out; Corbin Bosch 
2/20) lost to Mumbai Indians: 229 
for 4 in 1.4 overs (Ryan Rickelton 
83, Rohit Sharma 84, Manimaran 
Siddharth 2/47) by six wickets


